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¥ IHE SAVAL HISTORY OF THE S1EGE OF YORATOWN, 1781.

It is useless t5 state Atnel'importance' of the c&o_pex;étian tetween :

" the land and navel forces in the hmericen Kevolution. There has been ¢

tendency to neglect the importunt operstions of the French ¥lest under
Comte de Grasse in 1761L. It must be reslized that had it not been for
the French fleet the surrender of Cornwallis could not have been brought

o ebout &8 eurly as October, 1781, It will then be my purposs to show

briefly, yet sowewhot in detsil, the gifferent operations of the two’

' flgets' thet finally led to the urrsnder.

: It is, however, imgortant to note one of the outstanding char- .’
scteristics. typlecel of the tso fleets. X very interesting reference has -
been made concerning the advenisges of the Engllsh fleet over the French.
The ‘coppering of vessels hod heen adopted by the English, and it proved
to be an outstanding festure of the Inglish vezsels. It aided in the
speed end dursbility of the vessels. The French also had a disadvantage
in thut only one cide of the vessel was prepered for sction at = time.

. The English no longer used this sethod, end consequently with a slight

mspnoeuvre in which the French vewsel was poured into, 1t could not returm.

‘For this resson the French fieet often found it difficult to combat the

*Engliaha

As we view the Hevolution in the late deys of August and the
begloning of Septesber, we find the militery situction ns followss %{1)
Cornwallis fortifying leisurely st Yorktown, (2} Lafayetts in a camp of
observation et Holt's Forge, (Z) huyne on the Jraes about opposite Harw
rigon's Landing, (4) Washingtou®s troops merching dorm through Trenton,

‘and (&) De Grasse entering the Chesspeske.™l

- The operstigns leading to Yorktoswn were well under oy by the
last of August. On the 265th, De Barras sailed firox Hewport, having under
bis comzand eight ships of the line and & number of frigetes. On tha £8th
this news hed reached Gravés who was then in New York. It aight be here
noted that the French fieet under Comte de Graste left St. Domingo cnd on

Lionnston, . P., The Yorktown Compsign znd the Surrénder of Cornwallis, _
: . A781, (Herper and Erothers, Yew York, i881).

»
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A the .,Oth arrived ig trxe Ghesapeake. The advanced guz«rd of hia aqua&ron
: consiatsd of the Glorieux, & Goppered seventy~four, end the ¢
wdggxgﬁ.g, frigates, waich met the _J;_gd_glqg;_g_g nésr ’(.he Ga,;:as, whq not
anderstanding their- signals, kept sloof and sfterwards by swifiness made -,
good her.ratrezt. 1o Iomtmm, while the Loyalist, a. twenty-»gun ship which
was stationed in the buy, ‘after a gallant stmggle in the south of the - ~
.- thennel, fell-into possession 'of the Prench.2. On the 31lst, Graves! five.'
" ..;ships of the liné end one Pifty-gun ship joined Hood who was then iA Cos-
_ ~mand of fourtesn-vessels.: The entire English fleet aus gradually woving
. - toward Chesiapeske Bay, where it had ‘been understood that the Americans - and
... " Prench were concentiating. It was, ‘now the aim of the I:hglish fleet to get
S into the Chegspecke 88 soon' & yossible. . ‘ S

-~{; .

L

"By September T t‘ne nevs. raa sent m a part ‘of ‘h};e': English land

. ‘forces t‘mt the French fléet was apgrbachin g5, thers being twenty-gight

ships of the line snd four frigates, &1l very ldrge Yessels. On Septen~
ter 2, & detachment of &,200 .men under 4. de Simon vas put-aboard bosts
-ond sldops rnd trmsporﬁed from, the fleet at Lynnhaven Bsy to J’amestown,
_'Fhere they landed on the scne day. -This morning [ Sejtéaber: 2] st day— ..
 1ight, the troogs took up-the line’ of march End: encumped opposite James- .
__town, where lsy ‘a #3cll English vesgel under the sanetion of a flag. Ve
- lay sbout tws hours on cur grouad exgecting every monent to seé a glor-
dous sight; at last a number of lirge boats a;geared in sight on board,
. 'mad also. tlirge large arued v’essels to -cover the- troops lending.i.wiich
-.- Boread an universsl joy amongst our officars and: soldiers. hever did z
‘ behcld a more bezutiful cud ¢ ;,rseuble sight....« ud

- om Beptesber 4, under s fawrable nort;hewt wind the, ingliah
i‘leet approache& the- Capes of the Chesgpeakes Vithin one half hour &ll
. of the crmiisers were called into, actiexi. The Englisk ghips nanoeuvcred
iutc position gnd’ by noon ,9.11 were itzto tﬁeir st&tiom. :

. »

. O t,ne mcming of beptemher -the 1' rench ha& been anchored in -

AR

o S Lynnhaveﬁ Roads, szwaiting the sriival of Lnm::ra:.l heshington atid’ Rochmbe&u,

Jend the return of the Yosts which hed been sent up the Juzes Biver. At -
. B300 ofelock - frigete signaled to -the French fleet tventy-seven sail- m
the east, epproéaching the Chesejieaks. The French fleet was immedigtely .
. ordered into action by- De Grasse, even thoubh thiere was an sbdénce of =~ L
nearly ninety officers aud l,&GG men vho hsd aot mtumed fron landing St. :

* ms_tmaﬂm Wmm hth. °ol~ Iarleton, p» 574~ \

5’*The “Ioumal of bieut. rsillium felfzxan...hnbracinu hhe biega of, Yomtom

./ . .ond the Southern Campaign®, inwmm;m_mm‘
L L-Iay, 1855, gp. 511—"12.
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ey Simcn'B conmd. By 1.4 45 be‘b‘n i‘leeta vers: reaoy far act,ion, the Brifish
' * yossels being oo a llne parallel to the line of spprosch of the French™
fleat.s De Gras:m‘s line of brattle nunbered twenty-four, ships, corrying
T 1,700 guns and 19,000 sesmens Thé engapenent hebtween the tvo fleets was .
- ‘Bterted st 4:15 in the afterncon end lasted until €180 Thé-end of the .- . .. °
engagenent gave & slight adventage to. the French: with slightly wore dumagé
< to them.. It is, however, ..ntéresbing to note that the French were SuccessS- Ry
" £yl in ériving off the I:”ngli&h cnd 1&1‘.&1‘ regaining {;he Ghesareske and ’
ra—estqtﬂ.isbing blockade. e N : e ‘.

: The folloxlng day (Septanber 8 part of the French f.Leet ms a’o
- the Hegd of.Eli, on the Chesapeske; where Ietters wers ‘senk from Yount de
. ‘».f;GrasSs to Rochambezu in which he (Count de Grasse) appraised Rochonbean - °
- on hig ehtrance into the bay on Aug,ust "28° end of. the landing of trovps’ of ,
tho Masrquis de la Fayette, st Junestown. Durim the 7th end 8th of eptem-‘ ;
', :bar, the two fleais Kept from two to' five lezgiies oyert,. each .endeevoring ~ -
! to teke advantage of n slight shift of wind. On-the évening of the Bih, De -
‘Urasse lost sight of the Eoglish flest end on the 1Dth Hood sent & nole to
hdniirel Grsves «8 to .the rhereabouts of the Freich fleet. 4lso, on bégtam«-
Jber 10, the Charog, an English vessel of forty-fsur guas vas tirned by a .- .
. hot shot £ired from the French bettery ot Yorktown. : De Grasse feared tha.t ‘
' the English might return and on the Ilth of September the French fleet. cama' o
. to,anc¢hor inside of Gapa Henry.. " ihe French had “watched closely’ the move- .- -
" pents of the Engliah and by noon of f.he lgth 'bhé French had reachod a point.' -
"outheast of” Gape Ir;enry. el . " . ,
0n Segteaber 15 an. offi(:er arrived fro:ﬁ .Count de Grasse's fleet., .
- v..bringing certalp sccounts of the arrival of his and Count de Parrss's fleel
.., "from Rhode Isle.xzd, with & number of French trpops on bonrd, with much heavy .-
T artillery and -nortars. - The news was slno brought of the capture of the
, Erigute; £nd the Mgmg frig&te, which was: sent to Baltimo;'a &nd
‘Head of klk to 'bring back the troops mad apparatuc for the slégecof Yoriktown.
"ra can not.e with interest thet, the Bnblish fleet ¥eL8 gmdually diminishing. .
L i Court viliiém ge wa~?onts stat,es in h*s ;ouv*nal tha* }-e was . .
‘engaged in e:nbarkin& 81l moteriel of his argy on the 19th and 20th of. ept.em-
;. ber tut he did not go aboard until the morning, of uowtenber £1. " Hisg-gjudd- -
" ron w8 composed of the Momulus, the frigates Sentils, Uelligeite, _i_gxgﬁ;g
iris end Hichmond, the last two having. been “taken :i‘rom Ahe. Lnglieh end .
. nihe trensports, in sll fifteen vessels.® At four oclock in  the aftern-—,-,f
- - poon of - Se;atember 21 ‘the English fleet set gail vi'tb o .steady. “wind. By - °
. ;t,he afternaon of the gind the Lngl:.sh hed folund the French fleet blockading
- the mout.h of t"ua Yors: kivor, at 8;0& 0‘ clomc the E{zglish ﬁnchored :’m “the. .

’ ‘{41 W m _gm, by count tiillia::: de Deu:i«?onta, p‘ 132. i
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tions in the midst of Frencza “the inhlish soved out of the ehesegeske :
. on S@gm‘ubar 24 and set- psziL They eftered the Juaes f‘iver oa “the

. evenling of the 24th. On. the everiing of the £6th Lord Gorm;allis L
. . ~gent sSopo -five. ship& to deatroy the I'rench vesaala, ’:.mf: mey mre -
nbt suacessml. T o : RIS

- . < -
Tr

= " I, m?yf hosever
the mauth of the York: River werd driven from thelr station {uo gate) -

- -
s

m&n] took & ¢slk.ts.the York Rived, [October 1] wuers we had the.-
,pleasure of Secing all the &ncay's vessels, of shich they hud feur
' of thés cunk this pide bf ths. river in order %o prevent the Fresch
*shipplng frow’ paasing “this. ‘lde.  We observed b & great distonce’ -
'dam the z*iVer threc of the French &mps rid:m{, aﬁ snchOrp 5 '

of Torktown and pnea 2ad- been driven in'f ront of . these vezsels to
‘prevent eny part of the French fleet frow approachixis the town and -’

- debercing tmops. “§he Chapefi end the Guadsloupe were nosred. before
" Yorktown, in such & msuner as to-defend tue town and nok ithe y&ssage
of the rivez:. :

Carnwallis ‘hed. depired even a larger .

mum'ber “but found thet he was uhnble fo purtbe any more.

Four had been e}.chted to= .

. S

, arrive dni},y, &R the t‘uentyétro under Gravas. s S o

Zzze mg,lish Aamiral Bigby &.rrivad on:. October 5 vii th thr&e
. vesael,s, two. of which wmers ih bad eonditiom fThe Frenc*x also 1eamet1
. on this date “thet the Englishe ed & vessel. dansged to 'such en extent .
-in the 1ast engégenent with Tonte de Urasse that 1% had to be burmed.

- D Grasge statsd that it mxp only t.n enc omier bet’xeen ’t.m advzmeed

:guards. o D .,{ ,

-

el Qne of the ﬁnslish .t‘riy.ﬁes, the J&dﬂ&lﬂﬂ of ' taenty—&ix
guus, wos foreed: ‘bo teke shelter from the fire of-hot 'shot on Deto- -
‘rtouever, :

< ber 9, but. the _thmn & ‘ship.of i’artys-faur guna was bumad.
- 5“The Joumsl of Lieut. "‘illiegx Felfmsn...}sz;bracingg the. “‘iege Gi‘ York-
in f.enmézl&nm M §9.ci.abx

MQ&, ﬂhy, 1855, pn *160 “' o

L ‘A miber of vessels in fora of Hslf grileys contediing -
110 men esch hud been bollectea, :

- "aidst of” t&é French ﬂeet. E’inding it difi‘iéa}.t to continua opsra.-' I

be noted thet tha ?rench ships that bloca:ed .

_ .-:Avnd wera almost destrsyed by, firg—ships conmtxdeﬁ by Gagtn.in Pelaer. - -
. - ‘He'would probebly heve burned 2 men-of-Wer ¥hich was driven sshore .- ..

"+ hed’ :Lt; not been .i’oz the m.abe‘mvior of & master oi‘ a pxivateer. I

“Gapt. bmit&x,f,and Lt, ?arkér emd aalf {Lien%, ??illia:n Fa}.t-s :
By Oc“bober 4 f.welva merc}.zmw had been sunk off of the shore - |

Cornwellis S
1o pad hoped ‘to-be succoured by Craves'. fleet composed of trenty—nine AR
' -ships, three hed arrived under Dighy.

-
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.~ _ Boom' geased,
'*contihue any -further bperutions becayse of the position of the. French;

»enland.~'..v~ : .
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on October 16 the Qy_cgdgj.gnp_e, whicb had beezx driven ‘t‘.o ‘bhe (rlﬂucester R

8ide, nes mmk. .

- © Tale

-« T Ntk mech s lorge nugbsr of “vespels lost durj.ng ogerationg

- ground Yorkto-m e English fouha it-glmoat {mpogsible. to continue

importent naval opegratiofis in ﬁhis vicinit,y. Lend operatiana see:aed
"slso to be: impossible, #ince the worke 2t Yorktom hizd beeh- taken by

" the French &rtillery- . Gernﬁallis 'Wa8 now dqtaminad to meké-his -
- escape by the wey of Glouaester.
- m}cceeding division of ‘the garrison of York fron- pasoing over.

e viglent stora’ orevented the.

parﬁ whic¢h had e.rrived returried early if -the‘morning and- *bha firinb
By October 19 the ‘English hed found it Impossille’ to

fleet which b‘loekadecl the rivar, end the zmer,tc&n and French troop&

*

:"\, - T T L N S,

- o October 2? a part of the French fleet Set sail and m
N tﬁe ‘Btye dsy thé eneny. agpesx‘ed.
' to, continue und théy returned to the Janes'River..-
- to’'crulse 1n siagh‘tr on the 28th, h&ving 8ix. thousend infantry to oid .
: :c;:smuallis.

S oY the main squadron.
~ually in siphts:
;" “het 1, "the Count de Gpisse Beut an’ ensign on boufd of thegam&gug

. to wish ub a pleassnt voyage’ '
~peérait our captein, M. Ge Ravanel, to set sail. :
-~ eleven o'clock, paszed Cupe Henry et two o¥elock wnu eItemar&s brought
B 'it té b&ar Q:laﬁ- . -

The enctiy aontinue&

On the: szae ‘day,y (xoth} this part of the fleet J;etnrned
0n the z0th the. Englian #guadron wag contin--
The snesy did not sppesr for several days.

{& purt of the French fleet] and to .-
ke got under wuy ai)

‘Ehe ’Hemione* ascar'i;au us’ until night.

-~,‘ =

N In thé 1ast viaw oF the Anerican hevolntion ey un Anerican#,
- stiould turn to pey tribute.to Admirsl Frencis.Joseph Paul de Grzses, -
" who weg tha outstending hero at.the siege of Yorstown.
of the arrival of De Grasse.cannod.be over sstinsted. :
~the oooperation of the Fyerich ficet essential to Yaashingt,cn &% York—<
-tosn concerning ‘tha British Ariy, but it was equally sa essentlsl in
.ﬁifh ’che Freach

"The . importance »

bresking the stalemste in which the war hed developedy
ﬂee‘b ccaxe fiew though’b for Ameriean lnclepeﬁdenca. .
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