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Thebpurpose of the Federal Government in creating Colonial
National Historical Park wes to preserve for posterity an area
which, in a circuit of about forty miles, tells the story of Col-
onial Virginia from the first permanent English settlement at
Jamestown to the establishment of the independence of the United
States at Yorktown. This part represents e unique experiment in
preserving and utilizing historical materials, the velue of which
will increase as successive gencrations visit this hisﬁric area.

Colonisl National Monument was created by Act of Congress
approved July 3, 1930 and the boundaries defined by Presidential
Proclamation December 30, 1930 to include Jamesjown Island, parts
of the city of Williamsburg, the ¥orktow;1 battlefield-and connect-
ing highways. ‘By Act of Congress approved June 5, 1936 the name
was changed to Coloniﬁ National Historicel Park. The importance
of these areas in the early history of the United States has long




interested historically-minded people in protecting them from decay
or exploitation. At Jumestown Island the Association for the Preser-
vation of Virginia Antiquities owned and was caring for twenty-two
acres, comprising the most important portion of the léland. At
Williemsburg, inspired by Dr. W. A. R. Goodwin and financed by Mr.
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Williamsburg Restoration, Inc., v;as engaged
in restoring and rebuilding that Colonial city which was the cepital
of the Colony of Virginia from 1699 until 1779. The work of these
| two organizations, together with the approaching celebration of the
one hundred and fiftieth enniversary of the victory at Yorktown, and
the proximity of these three places, interested many prominent men
in the possibility of creating on the Peninsula of Virginia a great
historical park. Numerous civic and patriotic organizations recom-
mended the creation of such a park to be administered by the federal
government for the benefit and enjoyment of the people. On January
10, 1930 the Honorable Louis C. Cramton, Representative from Michigen,
introduced the bill, H.R. #8424. The bill was passed by the House of
Representatives on June 9, 1930 and became a law on July 3, 1930.
President Hoover issued the Proclametion on December 30, 1930 bringing
the park into existence and defining its boundaries.

At present, only a portion of the authorized area of the jJark has
been acquired. A total of approximately 6,000 acres is now owned by

the government, of which ;?.75 acres were acquired by donation,;.4,965
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by purchase, end 606 by transfer from the Navy Department. Included
in the land acquited by purchase are 1,539 ucres at ;Ja;meatowﬁ, 811 of
the ls}ahd:’exéept the twenty-two acres owned and cared for by the
association for the Preservation of Virginia dntiquities. No lend
hes been acquired in thé Williamsburg ares, but a 500 foot strip is
owned from Yorktom to Williemsburg, approximetely aleven piles, for
the;éohétruction of a Parkway. _Seieral hundred acres in the Yorktown
ares are privately owned, most of sich property being divided into

lots improved with commerciel or private buildings.

" On Jamestown Island ell of the land pirchased by the government
wes owned privétely; After President Hoover had issued his bfz'bblania-
tion éétailishiﬁg Colonial National Monument, proceedings were begun
to ‘ﬁurchz.a'sé' the land. ‘Barly in 1934, a1l of Jemestown Islend, exclu-
sive c;f‘ the A.P.V.A. i-eséfvafion','had beeri purchased. In @qﬁe of the
same yeaT, the Nationsl Park Seryice with a staff of trained historiens,
ardheologiété; 4'éz;chi£ects, and éng:}néefé Began & detailed study of |
that part of the Islahd now under its supervision. In November, 1954
a Civiiian‘céﬁSer‘iratibn éérﬁs Company was moved to Mlliamsbixrg to
carry on the archeological excavations on Jemestown lslend. Since

 that time xfié'ny things have been unearthed that sdd greatly to the

knowledge of deventeenth dentury life in the town, suppleménting the
data found in historical records. A search has been made, by excava-

tion, to locate some of the old boundary lines of the original land
)

8




grants and then, by correlation of these excavaped property~line
ditches with those shown in the contemporary deeds and survey. plats,
to identify lands and houses belonging to certain individuals in the
first century of the colony.

During the process of excavation many brick foundations have
been uncovered. Some of these have full basements and thick walls,
probably supporting brick buildings, while others have only bri;k
footings to support a frame super-structure. One of the largest and
most interesting foundations yet excavated is one which may prove to
be the first brick state house in Virginia. This foundation is in
three adjcining sections of about twenty by forty feet, making a
building sixty by forty feet overall. Another intergsting foundation
is that of what was probably the first bripk "Country House", a
building belonging to the cclony and used gé 2. residence for the gov-
ernor.

Thousands of fragments of glass, pottery, iron, and other met-
als, clay pipes, and building materials have been excavated and ere
being classified and studled in the National Park Service laboratory.
Pottery is of verious kinds from crude "every dey" earthenware to
beautifully glazed and decorated slipware and Delft. Heavy rum and
wine bottles, thin—side@,.sq uare gin bottles, delicate perfume bot-
tles and goblets, and window panes are the most common varieties of

glass found. Bottle seals with the initials of the manufacturer or
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lead window aatmas and lead shot. " number of coins and trade tokens -

g . .,»’* . Ty -
- »Lgr‘ “f‘ (A - A " W‘ &0 \F FET 5‘3 «- A

- have been fmmd, mst or them ef copper, bu‘b two or three of s:l.lver,
oo - :

e )A ~ "ﬁ"

one of the latter being a Span:lah coﬂn.

».#

\\\\\ ,w S

e

' great q uaniit:ues end in varioua tnms. At first the bawla of the

{ R oy Py ;“"; w

‘p:lpes were tiuy, dua 'bo the coatlﬁie&s or tdbacca,, imt later they

Y £ AN '*&"’B& L N A“ -3]1"‘

became almost as large as some of oﬂr W pipes. Many show the

A e 4;"- R T R I 4 Gl

| muals o;' :ldentifying ma.rks of t.he mkei, from tl‘hichait ia huped

that. t.he date of manufactura can be d‘eterm:l.ned, which :Ln tmrn w:ul

indicate the upproximahe date of occﬁpancy of the foundation :In or ;
neer which the p;.pes Were foundv , »' | ’ o
R ij,;, L i L T v"*. g - » W ;r“»'” '4&:,""‘{

‘l'he archaological wark at Jamestnm is of graat valne, because

L : % R O R R LTS

1n the gronnd itaelf ean- bq found wha‘b is literal&y a mine of :I.nfor-— :‘:.;

.... 3|

vgp [ 4_1,:, L

mat:i.onz about 'bhe earl;y semement, which cannot ha abtained from Y
‘ other aource. 11'. W:l.ll ta.ke many yeara t.o complehb ‘hhe work of exca=

vat:lon, mt when u-, is finished the si'nry of Jemestown will ba

jrﬁn:her in detail and lchh more colorml

T

Aot




No restoration of Jamestown is contemplated; but models showing
the progressive stages of the development of the town may be prepared.
A museum has been established on the Island in which are exhibited the
more interesting archeological discoveries.

In October, 1931 the United States Yorktown Sesquicentennial Com-
mission, with the cooperation of other federal agencies, the State of
Virginia, the Yorktown Sesquicentennial Association, and various
patri;)tic sucieties, conducted the magnificent célebration of the one
hundred and fiftieth amniversary of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis.
Since that event, the Nationel Park Service has turned to the slow
and painsteking work of developing all the historicel possibilities
of the Yorktown crea.

ﬁefore 1931, little hed been done i the way of preserving the
historicall past of Yorktown. Of the seventy houses standing in York-
town in 1781 only ten were still in existence. The Daughters of the
American Revolution and varicus private individuals have repaired some
of these historic buildings. .

When the Park Service started its work at Yorktown, it lacked
the money to do more than administer the park property and lay the
ground-work for development whenever that should be possible. The
historians gathered ond c.rrelated materials which would be a necessary
basis for future development. That this preliminary study was done

thoroughly is proved by the efficiency with which the Park Service has
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d:’lrecwdw the ﬁctiviﬁies of the Civilien ddnaéfvgtiqn' Gorpé in this
section. T o - o
. InMay of 1953, two Civilien Conservation Garps Compa.nies were "
staﬁoned at Yorktown as-a part of the Emergency Couservation Woz:k.
in Ootober, two more companies were added, making a total of eight j
hundred men at !orktmm. The transference of one of these companies
to Williamsburg in November, 1934, caused another compeny to be
brought into the !orktown ares to replace the one transferred. ‘l‘he
supervisary personnel uf 'bhese f:l.ve camps conaists of approx:lmately '
fifty men trained in the:l.r especial fields. Most of these foremen »
are :l.n immeaiate supervision of field work. Others are detailed for
Special work, of which ‘there ore four divisiona - history, landscap-
ing, englneering and furest.ry. 'J.‘he technical ‘aivisions cooperate 1n

working out pla.ua for various projacts.

‘I’he Emergenqy Oonservatmn Work progrwn at Oolonial National His—-

'torical Park :anludea five mjor prcjects. They are t.he Parkway,

forestry rehabilitation, bat.tlefielu development, restoration ot‘
important. Golonial buildings, and archeolag:l.cal studiea. o
* Golonidl National Histc:rical Paraway, connecting Yorktom, Wil-
1iamslmrg and Jo;nestovm, has been® completed from Yorktavm o within
approxinately two .miles of Williamsburg. Trained landscape foremen
héve replanted treeé and shrubs a‘long the —coméleted section to beautify
the Parkway., Following the banks of the York River, and winding o
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through stretches of woodland, this road, when completed, will be one
of the most beautiful scenic highways in America.

Equally important is the work of forestry rehzbilitation on those
timbered lands belonging to the park. Under expert foresters, the
C.C.C. enrollees are euwployed cutting down trees and thinning over-
crowded stands. Fire hazards such as thick underbrush, fallen timber,
and other debris are cleared away.

In the development of the Yorktown battlefield area of Colonial
National Historical Park, the National Park Service has the task of

inteipreting the events which transpired on this historic ground in

‘such a way that understanding will be made essy for all, yet even the

highly trained specialist may learn something new by goiﬁg through
the park. '

Although the history of the land goes back to 1631, and though
happenings of wide importence have taken place here during the last
three centuries, a single date has been chosen around which the devel-
opment is being carried on. Thut date, October 19, 1781, is consid-
ered the most important single date in Yorktown's history. For that
reason, when a building ie restured or a site developed, it is
intended t¢ be as it was, or as it might have been, in 1781.

In developing the park, then, the restoration and reconstruction
work fglls under three general heads:s work in the town proper, in the

encampment areas, and on the trenches and batteries of the fortifica~
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tions.; : TheSe will- ba taken up: separately in deteil later. s@
«The bases for-all restoration work.are dacﬁméntary research, i‘ield

fe

i;udies, and ‘excavations: - oma supplementiug ‘the ‘others =

Documen» ary. material includes maps, ,]aurnals anci dia.ries made’ -

by panticipants in theSiege-of 1781, cantenporary. dgscriptians of 4.

the: action here by non-participents, end some feow secondat,

;;WQI'J‘S i
compﬂed tdiiri‘ng ‘the certury: following the Siege when euthors’ cbﬁlﬂ" -
talk 4o men- still living:who had been present or knomn others prasentmﬁ "
at: the fighting ercund Yorkbown. - sgepr. v ;0w 5 TR g
+ ‘Other remrds perta:lniﬁg to Yorkfmm during ﬁtslonj.al and, Revelu—
tionaf? ;.#iflte? e preserved in:the York County Clerk's:office and:; -
inelude»deeds; ordersy wills; :iﬁventories, '~éilﬁ other- dcchmeﬁts .'rela‘b- oy
ing to 101;9 a:ml huildings. w:l.thin the towni - It 18y from [Buech sources,
plus rc.he informe'hion obtained from excavating-an-pld foundatian, or

full;:wing traces of an- old ~road, fcr a few yarda here and-there, . ;that

we are «slowly‘ recanstructiﬁg the Yorktown. of 1781, Of course, a com-
plete- rés’eoration is, nqt “contemplated,; but aﬁough;wiﬂ be done to
give the visitor a~picture~ of, fﬁhe tawnqand ‘surrounding area as- it was*
when Corpwallls end Washingtop, and Lafayette and Rochembeat were Here.
The hqadquartefs -sites of -general offlcers, “the encampment posi="

tions of troops, and in adjacent grounds the field hoSpitals, artil-

lery parks, magazines, and. ertificerst labarataries meke up what is

called the, encempment avea. Almost all of this lend is now partially
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or heavily wooded, there being few traces of its occupancy a century
and a half ago. Londmurks, such as houses and fences, are gone, road
alignments have been changed and in a great many cases the roads are
entirely obliterated, new ones belng made elsewherse.

In order to open the park and to make accessible the historie

-8ites within it, portions of the road system of 1781 have been .

restored. Using landmarks such as creeks, springs, or known sites
of the Revolutionary period for points of departure, the original
locations of roads are determined as nearly as possible from old maps.
These locations are then checked by searching for physicel traces of
the road itself. Such traces may consist of 2 single rut a few feet
or yards long, or a double rut extending o hundred yards. In a few
cases a fairly well defined road bed can be followed through a densely
wooded section. Of course, there are also roads in use today which
are of Revolutionary origin. Finally, when all information is at
hand ond plotted on weps, a road may be staked out and constructed.
The establishment of the road system greatly .facilitates other
restorative work; since the Revolutionary armies marched over these
roads to their camp locations, the officers' headquarters and other
such sites were set up in fields along the roads. Although these
fields have by now grown up in trees, they ere readily found by refer-
ence to meps. Moerkers are placed ot the site and the locale pertislly

cleared to make it distinet from the surrounding woods.

10
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At intervals through the battlefield it is considered necessary -
to establish the proper piéﬁure - to make restoration on a larger and
more exact scale{ Such a project, now under way; is the restoration
of the American Artillery Park. For this outdoor museum, a field is
being cleared wheré the park was originally established. The artil-
lery park was used by Washington's army for keeping surplus field
guns, extra carriages, Shot wagons, powder.carfs, and limbers. in
the restored park there wiil be cne anthentic copy of each type of
gun and of each ieans of conveyance used by Américans at the Siege of
1781. Although it is impossible to éecure original gun carriages,
etc., of the Revolution duplicates are made at Yorktown from old
meanuals on artillery and equipage.

Another outdoor museum is a reconstructed portion of the Grand
French Battery of the Siege. This is located in the first parallel,
that is, one of the two lines of Alllea trenches established around
Yorktown. Built durlng the first four days of the Slege, the Grand
French Battery was a potent factor in the bombardment that forced the
surrender of Cornwellis's army. ‘

In reconstructing this wofk it was first tentafively located from
meps; ditches were opened and the battery located through eicavation.
Since the fortification had been established in a brown clay soil, it
was possible to determine from the different color texture of the

ground just where the original clay had remained untouched and where

11



the old trenches: had been dug and the dirt piled badk after the termi-
nation of the Siege. So carefully was this work-cerried on that the
locations of beams used to support cannon were found. Excavation
uncovered the battery proper, adjacent infantry and communicating
"-c.renches, end magazines - small .bomb proofs at the rear of the bat-
tery where powder .and shells wérex kept. While this work was being
carried on other work crews were busy fashioning a.ﬁ:clliary trench
materials of the f;ype used during Revoiutionary times for strengthen-
ing earthworks. These consisted of geblons - baskets woven of small
brenches and filled with eerth; fascines ~ bundles of twigs bound
with withes; ané seucissons or long fascines. Such materials were
made to conform tu specificeatiuns set forth in the orderly book kept
at Yorktown in 1781 by Brigodier-General Gist.
| Ordnance for the battery is to“include authentically reproduced
French style carriages of the perivd, ond howitzers, mortars, and
siege guns of two sizes. Locations for the guns were determiﬁed by
the excavation; their size is known from listé of batteries and
ordnence appearing on the military maps as well as from the shape and
size of platform lucatiuns excavated at the battery site.

An interesting feature of this outdoor museum is its permencagy.
Faced with the problem of coxistrbc‘ding an exhibit for posterity which
was to be an exact copy of a fortification built for a few deys' use,

it was necessary to make all perishable parts as permenent as possible.

12
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Accordingly the parapets, tops of magazines, and trenches were heav:!.ly

sodded 'bo prevent. wind and rain from dest.roying or altering 'bham. o
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luooden parts, such as plank,s on the gun platforms and legs :Ln the
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powdar magazines, were constmcﬁed by ma.king cuncrgte slabs and pra-—
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‘viding 'hhem w:i.th a "gra.i,n or bark fixiish to‘ sﬁmulat.e wood. -
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Royal Welsh Fusueers. flf.'he i‘ortiﬂcation, the extreme right of Gom-
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wallia‘ s defanses, did na't. have the compl:lcated layout of the battery,
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it was s:l.mply aAla:-ge ea.rth fort strengthened by a moa-b ditch und
hish Parapet. A.mund the outaide there were probably fmises i
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po:!.nt_ed stqkes about seven feet ng, set at an angle ta deter an

. S R
attack:m,, pamty . ,
RIS S SR - NVEITRNE B % T AN IOt A YORTREE T
‘ The redoubt waa locatad and excavated in the sa,me manner 88 ot
m i (‘ f T S r‘ T - s z\

. ax-_M

the battezm fraises are o:t‘ ugncrete af the proper size and shape ‘hc

,‘» : - —_.-‘.4

simlate logaq
A Rea'bara’oion 'af the Golonial milaings ;m the tovm_ proper nay be'
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divided :Ln‘hu two phases, v:tz., the rea’c.oration of buildings still
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standing .’m Iorxtcwn to their Golonial appearance, and 'bhe complete
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reconatructian of bnildinga Ldestroyad since the colnnial period. o
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| In 3.781 Yorktowa was 8 prosgerous port. town. The passage of a
century and a helf hes left only ten of those houses that made the °
town then, The National Park Service owns only one of this mumber -
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the Philip Lightfuot house. This building was erected about 1710 and
was purchased in 1716 by Philip Lightfoot from whom the house takes
its name. In 1862 the house was used as a hospital by the Union army
and o wooden wing was added tv the original brick building. The house
was used as an inn from about 1865 until 1931, when it was é.cquired
by the National Park Service. During this period the frame wing was
enlarged. From 1931 until esrly in 1935, the building served as the
headquarters for Colonial National Historical Park. In the latter
year, the heasdquarters were removed to the Swan Tavern end prepera-
tions were cumpleted to restore the Lightfoot House. The York County
records were searched for all information regarding the lot and build-
ings and insurance rccords exomined for drawings of the various build-
ings standing in 1781. The frame wing was then razed and the excava-
tion of the lot wes begun. The walls of the main brick building were
original, end careful excavation discovered the foundations of the
vld kitchen, smokehouse, and paved floor of the stable, as shown in
early records. These outbuildings will be restored after the work
on the main house has been completed. By carefully studying the
walls of this main house it was discovered that some of the entrances
and windows had béen changed. These have been reopened and the h.use
restored to its Cclonial sppearance.

Siwnilesr work was done at the‘Moore House, which stands about 2

mile east of Yorktuwn. Fortunately, the tuilding had not been de--
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stroyed, and due to its luportant place in histoz#r aé the meeting place
of the comuissioners from the British, French and Americen armies to
draw up the articles of Cornwallis's capitulation, a large number of
photographs, drawings end descriptions are extant. A wing had been
added in the latter part of ﬁhe nineteenth century and the outbuild-
ings had been destroyed. The Naticnal Park Service, with the coop-
eration of architects from the Williamsburg Restoration, have restored
the building, and a kitchen wes rebuilt on its original marl f:;unda-

tions. Ti:e furnishing of the house with Colonial pieces and the

. plenting of the gardens arsund the house will complete this work.

In the second phase of the restoration work, the National Park
Service has rebuilt the Swan Tovern group on the ériginal foundations.
The £irst Swan Tavern was erected between 1719 and 1722 and was.for
neny years a leading Virginia hostelry. During the Civil War it wes
destroyed by the explosion of a powder magazine. Another Swen Ta.v-:
ern was tuilt in 1861 end cestroyed in 1915. The same intensive pro-
gram of research was carried out in this project. Photogré.éhs of the
Miein Street of Yorktown taken by the Union photographer Brady in 1862
showed portions of the originai tavern. Insurance records showed the
locations of the buildings on t.he_'lot and the York County records
geve further information. Excavation o.t:‘ the iot uncovered the founda~
tions of the Tavern with its kitchen, smokehouse end stable. In 1934,

these buildings were all reduilt on their original foundations. Com-
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plete descriptions of the buildings were lacking, but every deteil of
their construction has a Colonial precedent. Where information was
lacking, Colonial precedent was followed.

The Tavern is the administration building of Colonial National
Historicol Park; the kitchen is o museum of artifacts found in the
Yorktown area; in the stable may be seen a cross-section model of an
English frigate of the Revolutionary War.

This new naval exhibit at Colonizl National Historical Park has
been constructed so as to displey the many invaluable articles sal-
vaged by diving operations during the past two summers from British
ships sunk in the York River during thé Siege of 1781. The exhibit
consists of a part of the gun deck and captain's cabin of a forty-
gun British frigate. Here, as in the other.reconstructions,'infor—
mation was gathered from the various libraries of this nation, from
the knowledge gained by the diver in exploring the inferiors of the
sunken vessels, and from studying the construction of the U. S.
Frigate "Constitution". In the construction of thé full size model
it was found that very little of the wood from the British shibs
could be used except the knees or broces alung the sides, bﬁ£ as
many articles salvaged by the divér‘as could be were used. Four
twelve-pounder navel cennon, blocks f;am the ships'' gear, numerous
bottles and earthenware jugs, a grindstone, salt pork berrels, and

various articles of pewter tableware were recovered from the British
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ehips sunk during the Siege of 1781, and used in furnishing the gun
deck end captein's cabin. Additional Purnishings, such as boerding

pikes, nevel cannon mounts, and hendspikes for menceuvering the can- |

non, were mede in the shops of Colonial National Historicel Patk,
and are exact duplicates of those used on Briﬁish: war vessels of &
century end a half ago. ' . B

Acrass the street from the Swan Tavern, a lot was completely
excavated for the foundations of Dr. Corbin Griffin's Medical Shop-
Everything pertaining to the Colonial medical shop was Studied for" .
possible clues in finding the old foundation. The éxcavatioi ‘Tevealed
merely the fireplace of the original ‘tuilding. 'As the insurance ©
records described the Colonial shop, it was a relatively simply mat-
ter to restore the building. ‘This frome bullding now serves as the
local Post Office. ' CE

| Thé Trustees of the Ton of York donated to the Nakional Park

Service a portion of the waterfront at Yorktown, and o ‘wharf was con-
structed in 1985 to replace the one destroyed id the storm of Augus,
1983. It is the best equipped small wherf on the eastern seaboard..
While not & Colonial restoration, the wharf was constructed to hai‘;-
monize with the Golonial atmoSphere which is gradually being rast)red
to the historic town. ' | R o

Already the restoratiun work has progressed suffic:}gntly to pre-

sent a good picture of Yorktown in 1781 and of the military activities

17




around the town in that year. Further work will fill out the picture,
although much'must, depend on the visitor's imagination; the extent
and size of the operations must be visualized through the stimulus
provided by museums and reproductions.

The future physical development of the Yurktown area calls for
the development of the Colonial roed sysﬁem to open every portion of
' the battlefield area to the public, and the creation of outdoor
museums by resturing enough portions of the battlefield to permit
the visitor to ubtain a thorough understanding of the events that
transpired here in 178l. In the town proper additional Colenial
buildings will be restored as need for administrative and museum facil-
ities necessitates their erection. Unsightly tuildings end signboards
will be removed anci the electrical lines will be placed underground
in order to restore to Yorktuwn its Colonial appearance as far as
possible.

The proper marking of all historic sites in the park area has
been given a large amount >f study. All encampment areas of the
French and Americen armies and heandquarters sites of the officers
have been marked in the portions uf the battlefield open to visitors.
Certain portions of the trenches have been restored in order to pre-
sent to the visitor an understandable story of the Siege of 1781.
Narrative markers have been erected on these restored trenches as

well as in other portions yet undeveloped sc that the facts of the
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lta, cat be easily gathered.

Colonial National Historical Park will decome am important factor
in the educatiomal progran of the National Park Service. The educa-
tionsl features are developed simulteneously with the development of
the m While Colonial Matiumal Historical Payk is able, at this
tine, io'prmt & large amount of information of general interest
asd af genuine educetionel value to the visitor, the further develop-
ment of #he srwa will make it of paramount importance in the educa-
tional faeilities at the disposal of the people.

)

By
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