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THe GLORY OF OLL CAN.OM

by

Thor Borresen
Junior Pers Rescesreh Technicisn
Colonial Nctionsl Bistoricsl Perk
Yorktown, Virginie
Few tiere sre, i any, youn: or old, who do not texe

& second look when they see the word csuion, or whose interest
18 not quiciened yhen they hear it mentionsd, snd prodably
tuere sre still fewer ®ho huive not & feeling of resject for
those old cast-iron or bronze guns mounted on villsze greens
or town squares throughout the country. Why should Americans
not have & feelin: of respect for oldé cunnon? lpon the pover
of these gung, the walour of the men ¥ho mepned them, and the
uncecsing; deteraination of the ﬁen who mede their crestion and

eccoutrenents possible, our nation was ilt.

———
—

Beshington for six years fouoht the grestest and most
powerful netlon in the world; pitted his =mell end pororly
equiysed srmy gieinet o poverful eueny with unlimited resources
of gung, ships, snd men power, end {ineliy mzde 1t come to teras.
His esrly militery training wag not zcquired on the bettlefields

of Lurope, .here tattles were foucht with nilitsry orecision ang

"
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age-old custon. His training was procured in the lrd, cruel
zarfere of the fronticr-—in bg.ttles where no querter sas
asked or glven——battles infinitely unlike thoie in Europe,
vhere flelde hsd been cultivated for yeers, s single soldier
could be zeen at & distence of more t:an 1,0C0 yerds, end out-
comes vere deternined Wy man power and guns znd stirstegy.

How everlastin ly ;ccllinz tne memory of such defeats
as Braddock? 5y & defect 1n.08sible to deter by stretery employed

in Furcpe, g defeat followia; & £1i _ht in shich Indizas z2ppe:red

'sudd,enly and unex_.sctedly froa cqbuscade, Btruck & herd blow,

snd diseppesred, only to resppesr in snother, vuln:ryble spot.
In froutier cobats £ whole eray could te hidden within c few
honfred feet of an unsuspecting opponént; fron ecncerled pune
one's eomrsdes fell dead and wounded tesice one; g¢nd no one
could discern the dirsction in ¥hich to fire to reteliste. In
such verfare ws8& the trzining of our grect allitsry lezder. fe
v.nder 1f Washington hed eny reellzstion in those early deys
of his career how well this experlence would serve him, :nd how
vzlucble it would prove to be in later yesra.

Bhen ve consider the eventuai outcose of t,m hewoly-
tlonary ber, csh we sey Bt W;aahington vas ever defected in

any of the bsttles or sklrmiches fought during the wer? Herdly,

when we conslder the tactice znd menoeuvres instigeted by bhim.
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Only & fool-hsrdy inclvidual sould h:ve dared to neet the Eng-
1ish troops In #n open froutsl sttack ﬂth such troope snd
equipment a8 exicted in the colonies. Generel Gege tried it
ia South Cerolinc aéainst Cornwellis with disastrous results.
kashington, vith his scnse of reeponsibility to the men. under
him end to the colonles =8 & »hole, realized this. His fron-
tier treining becanec one of his grestest szssets, If he could
not aeet the English on squal footing, why not render & herd
blox st every opjortunity? If he could not defeat them in
apen battle, why chould he ‘not. try to wesr thea &svn? Burgoyne's
gurrender in 1777 is sn example of this treining, He was
harasced continually £rom every angle, until hic resistence
becene more snd more feehble and he was finslly pocxeted.

_ The failure of Corawsllists eampzigne iﬁ the Czrolinse
ageinst Genersl Greene, end leter in Virginis sgeinst Lefayette,
proéed the yelue of the tactic to strike herd £nd retire st
every ogpartonity. then Cornwellis resched Yorktown he nzg &
tired men. EPoth French 204 Amerlcen journzls mritten bty officers
present at the sicge of Yorxiown mention the poor defence provided

by him at thet post. On mrreh through the South the rear portion

‘of hig army had been constently torzented by the hwericens, but

shenever the British mein &srry was deployed and ¢enson plsced in

position the eieny hed vaniched. Did he excect the scae in York-
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town? ‘vhen his cannon eommenced firin;, did he exrect t-e Aner-
icen Aray to dissppesr? 1f so, his celeculrtions fziled, for hLsere
he founc the Americen Ar-y ﬁrepz red to stend its ground. IThe
result is well knom, and the Americens' miscellanecus collec-
tion of cennon did 1ts shere torerd the surrender.

dany Allled offlcers vho h:d received training in the
grecstest ermles of Europe, nhere every plece of czhion wes con-
structed for & specific use and men treined to perfection, aust
hzve vondered £t the heterogeneous e uipment curried by the Con-
tinentals, especiclly by the militia. How in.dejuete by comper-
ison the ertillery of the colonies! A three-gouncer saere there
.hould hcove been & Bix-pounder. & czst-iron nryel or gerrison
olece shere there should hove been & lipht, bronze cennon. The
fun corricges consisting of e mixture of field ¢ngd siege ¢ r-
riages to ntke siitsble conveyunces for novel or gerrison guns
in the field. One suthor c:lls it o mongrel system.l Anathcr
zives & zood account of the zrtillery in use znd of t!ze_limited
nusber of cannon procured froz the werious fouudries in the col-

onies. Insufficient resources peraitted cequiring thex only in

l“Ch' nres krouzht in Artiliery in the Ninetcenth Century, cnd
their Effect Upon the Attack anc LDefense of Fortified Plrces®,
Lgsay by Heary R. Lemly, (U. S. Ertillery School, Fort Honrae,
Virginis, 1£86).
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Barll qusntities. Knox cursed the ehells for not fitting the .

{uns. byen Weshington himcels must Zeve looked skepticelly at
bis sray on the acrer. But hls siepticienm concerned only their
ecuipment - he knew the determin:tion behind esch men; he knew
the cecrifices trey vere willing to meke in order to h've &
country they could ecll telr o¥n; rnd vith ihis knorled e end
faith, he pl:;nned hie every move., He would atdack only vhen
the odds rere not too greet, often cnly sten tasre vas & possi-
Pility of cepturing & fe¥ cenoon end sppplies w-ich eould be
added to hiz ewvipsge. Thug, urny of hirc s~cll but quick end
unexpected attecke vere nsde In order to eugment hic supplies.
Nspoleon hes slweys been concidered cne of the vorld's.
grestest nllitery geniuges. As & militery strategist =nd an
organizer he wes. He could not asster hie ovn ezo0, nor could he
eontrol hic cersonsl sabitions, tut Le 61& have an uncenay
knowledge of psychology. He used the e-os aud ambitions of his
soldiers os & means to gedn his ovn ends, znd placnted thex by
freely . ivin; out sedals znd promotions ss servlice rewards. He
failed to see thest hic cau}xtry graduclly wes lozin: its men sover
end thet 1ts entire econoalc syctem wes bein: thr.mn out of beicnce.

¥hen he did, it was too late. He hod arde too msny enemles, which

]

£
Birihizer, Billisa &, Historjeal Sietch of iae Qrgenization,
Aiministration, Matériel =nd Tsctics of the irtdllery, Uolited
states Aray, (Lsshington, D, C., 1884).

§



sventuelly drouht defect to himself! gnd ruin to his country. In‘
nis time, he wes one of the grestest ad?ocates of szrtillery. His
systen and cannon were colled by nearly avery country iu the
world, In forktosn, Hochsatesu used the early Gribeauval systea,
adppted in 1764. Nsipoleon modifled this system snd it was sdojted
Iy the United Stetes Army in 1819.° |

Washington was not only e grect nilitery le:zder, but a
great stetesman as well, £££er Zaining freedom for ﬁié country,
he stecred its course until it wes srfely orgsnized, and its
Constitution ssfely functioning. Seny of the principles lsid down
by Kzshington zre still followed to thic dsy. lations shich were
considerad world powers vhen this covntry wes Strugglinﬁ for inde-
pendence hove since lessened considerebly in importence, 1l creas
this nation has never tezken one step beckward znd todey is the
greatest pover in the world. | »

To follor the story csnnon heve plzyed in the rise and
{81l of cztions would te s lengthy tesk end would take volumes to
fecord. Their develo ment and pover is obviou:. Fhen diplomats
have fuiled to setile an imjortant questidn, the eray ené 1is can-
non h-ve been czlled into actlon t» cospel others to listen or, ss
has often hepjened, to neet defeet. hhen the huge mortar plented

before Petersbury, Virginis, durin. the Bar Between the Stotes




w&s cclled "The Dictator”, how well it was nzied.

Let us nov concider vh-t ha g becone of a1l thc =uclent
cennon. any of trea, toth bronze end czet-iron, ware rsecst into
ncw guns.  Soae, espcciclly thase thich hove been regarded &8
trophles, hcve been ploeed in vorious “osvernncat yerde svrrounding
govermment tulldings, usually counted cn a coucrete tlock or &
cest-iron stond. Othors we find in the most out of the way
places. Photogrzyh Ho. 1 shows en old Azericcn cost-iron field
cun, or rether & conversion Into cnc, 28 cin be sesn by the plece
of ¥rou ht lron vrepjed rround the neck of the button in crder
to form ths tvo lugs neoded for er elsvating scrovr. This pun is
mounted on #n old tree stump, In front of aa inn, on the Eestern
Shore of Virginia. Inm.‘?lirginia, you will find cne on the
corner of Uourt end Hich Streets tith 1ts muzzle stuck in the
ground, Thic i8 un o0ld cast-iron plecs dotin: beck 4o wieen Anne's
times Why ic it there, and that ic 1ts history? Prolsbly no one
knovs. ¥eny cre found turlied helf ey in carth or concrete neer
the docks and keys, vsed ra deccnen for fostening rores of shise
lyin, ¢t the dock. Others are vced s fences, by the cimple
attachnent of chcins. Uscges cre zeny - to0 ucny cxd tco numerous
to nention.

To the wer sad Huvy Depertmcnts we oue 2 debt of grati-



tude for howing preéerved 0ld guns for futire students of nilitery
uistory, s history in vhich they plaﬁd & lerge pert. Even vhen

& eall eéane for old setal to be cast into new and 2odern wes)ons,
the army £nd navy resolutely retalied their old guns ze trophles.
In the leet fev yeors enother covernzent deperiment has begun to
show real interest in these rellics——the National Park Service,
ekramch.of the Departaent of the Interior. Recently thirteen
originsl gune vere preseated to Colonial lstlonsl Historiesl Perk
at Yorktorn, Virginic, by courtesy ofithe United States .i‘a:ar Depart-
aent. Seven of these wers guns guarrendered in Yorktosn by Corn-
wellls snd basr the inseription

Surrendered by the Cepltulatdon of Yorktom
October 19, 1761.

But of the 240 gunc surrendered, only about twenty-five or thirty
czn be cceounted for. ihere are thes rest?

The Natlonsl Perk Service it endeavsring to place these
old trophies before the puhiic in the onu snd only way they should
be presented. Othor guns ere lyin; on 2 concrete block, & dicce
of xood, the ground, or wherever thcy msy be displsyed, but the »
Park Service is displsyin: them in their proper eleient. FPhoto~
grayh No. 2 shous the Grend Freach Battery, one of the 8iege bat~
teries of the Alllest firs’c; porallel erected before Yorkt> n in

1761, now & reconstructed esrtiwork in Colonisl katicnal Histor-



_Yeel Pork. Photosraph No. § is snoth r brttery which hss been
reconatructed in the Park'é battlefleld :rec, & .ortion of the
kl1ied second rerellel. The druwinga for the construction of the
carrizges shown in these two plctures tere zade fros % Book™ peid
to be tﬁe consient companion of tic Americen artillery officers cnd
tre zen in the "shaps.s ¥or the French carrisges, & French pub-
licetion wes used, thus insuring cuthentic construction.s

Surely this nethod of presentin: the nztionts relics

15 the putlic is of a much greater interest than that aethod
veed %o prevalently by vwhich the old ernnon represent merely
& plece of czst-iron or bronze with & hole through the center,
aﬁd when two or more guns ere lcld in & rom the second or third ‘
recelves hordly sny concicderztion. Here, 1t ie different., Here,

‘one, twa, three, or more in & rov crecte an entirely different
in‘zressicm.' Here, they represent the pouer cnd determingtion of
& pesple wanin. to be free £ad indepencdent. They tell a story
of & victary, & story in vhich, vhen statesmen’s vords friled,
thelr volces spoke‘wd wers heeded.

P

4‘.iuller, John, A Irestise of irtdllery, (Philcdelihic, 1772).
5 ‘

Birkhier, op. clt.
Oscheel, 3. de, dezoires Dartilleris, Contenzal L'Artillerie

liguvelle on Lee Changemens Fait Dep L'értdllerie Fraaculsa
en 1765, (Paris, {1735]).



Todey thue Notionsl Pork Service heos estrblished Histor-
icel sndllilitsry Parbe t&roughout {he yhole nation. Those psrks
reprssani the develoymcnt:of the country in every ;hose froz its
orizin to aciern tiucs, &saistincs ¢:d cooperntion frem overy
institstion end indivicurl 15 nceded. Arezdy too mcay of cur
valucble relies hove discppecred, Lot vs preserve, dirsl:iyed in

thelr proper sphere, thssc ve hove left.

18,0D
day £3, 1959,

10
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|0 Xu GLOSY 00 OLD CAINON

by ,
S . Thar Sorresaa
- Junior Perx Reserreh Teohnicitn
Colonirl K:tionsl Historigsl Park
L !JrktOtﬂ, Avirhinia '

Fnt'there aré, ir ahy; yaunz or old, ¥ho do not teze

& aacond look nhnn t,ey dee thc ard esnLony oY vioie interect -

~ in not quic*a1ca ﬁhun they hear 1t mentioued, &ng prohably

thers Lre atill fe er ¥ho have nat a foﬁiin. or THe act for

tiose old csat-iran or hrsnze gunu mounted on vill:go preexs :

or town sjusree . thruu&hout the country. th ghovld Amarlcewz

ot heve @ fn@lin of re.pect fcr old ctnnan? U;on t%a poxer

ol t,eae ;uns, the wlour of the aen ¥ho aﬁnnsd t* %y aud the

. unceasing ueturuination of thn mea ‘who mzca thely crestlon &nd

agcoutronents pansible, our nation 1as bodlt.

kenhinrtan Ior xix )ebrs tou‘ht the greateat end nost

pomerful n*tton 1n t 18 ﬁ“rld; pittod hin .61l &rd uucrly

uipgcd ﬂrqj 882 inst o Jo»erful enesy with unliaitsd ressurces
of 5un£, vhips, rnd SR SONET, rnd 'in,liy rde 1t coms U ler.ge

iiis eerly ilxtary trainin& vog ot ac"uirod on the bcttlexie s

- of Eurcpe, rhere tattles wers fou ht with ‘ailitory gracis;an end
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cge»old castov. Hir trainln* ¥LS erCJPGd in thc h*rd, eruel

. varisrﬁ ox taa fronti»th——in bfitlas nhere no- ﬁucrter vaa

osked or giVan-~bwttzes 1n£inltﬂlr unpldke Qoic in Europa,

here ricldg h:d becn cnltiV4ted for JEAYBy o single soldier

~ could te zeen et a diataqcc of wore tuen I,CQG yarda, gnd. out-

._cﬂgea ncre dcteraihud hy ”nn ga.or and pons cod strﬁteﬂ'.

R h)ﬁ everlastln P 54 gclliny the anuary of maen dtfeats

&s Er*&doca s, Y dereat 1% gdﬁﬁlblﬁ ta deter Y7 utr.tc;y eaglayed

21n Eu"*ps, 8 d&reat follauln e fi ht 1n +hieh Innianz epper red

chenly snd vnex acttdly froa £ buscade, atrucx & herd biaw,

nd d;aappetred, onlg to Taz pfear in rnottar, valn rab¢a g0t

"In frOutifr bats 2 ﬁhbln etuy could te 1idden 8] thin Z. fet

Landrad foot of en uﬁavc»ectiuu OpJuﬂsnt; fran eonceled &une

 onu's caarades £l decd ens wsuaued Lesice enc; snd 0o one

ezvld d;scern t&a dirsction in + iah 1a f‘re to retrlicte. In

Y:ccw-warrara nsl the trednlny of our gfeat ziliterv lesder, Ve

vander 1: ¥ashington hed eny res s1ization in t\c 13 emr*y duys

of hia csrcar oF wcll thla £X; urienca w~uld asrvs bin, 2l o3

vulucble it ¢aul& yrave to ba 1n 1ater« eara.
" &hen ue c¢nalder tho gvantacu eutcaxe of tue Revalu-
tisaar} %rr, cLn ve- scy-tbrt ¥ahl astau %es aver defestsd 4n

sng of tho battles or silraicher tau;ht ¢iring the wox?  Herdly,

shen we coniider the tsotics ohd RALOEUVIES Instigeted vy hive



. A

Only & fool-h rdy 1ndividaal wulﬁ hiVa darcd ’w sect thb r..b
lis’n tmps 1n zn open fmnt&l ttr-.ck zi}.}x auch troops oo,

eqaipfsent as ezl ted in tha caloniea. Genaral Goge tried it

in Sout‘z Oarollm gﬁiﬂsb Coms‘e.ln zrit.h diaasirdxis uaults.

naahington, :utn ’sia sence or raaponsibs.nty to the m2n under

kin and to the colmiea rs a vholc, rcal!.zed t‘wia. Hig iron-

tler treinin,@: becaua one oi‘ his, gre: test sezets. 1f he could

‘not mat the Englich on ac;unl fooﬁn; , why not reader & nerd -

blos ot cver, op.aortmitﬁ Ir be could not agfe...t t!'an in
o;cn battlw, vhy should !;a ﬁot try to ncar thes d“n? EDP&OS"’EG'
gurren er in 177? 1 snam'*la or tma trainiu.,. He Wos

: hams*‘n& ccnunuany frum mmry a':.gla, until WM reaistam:c

‘bscma more znd aare tcebla and he vas rina).ly poci.eted.

“ha !'silure of Cornwllia'a crm«ig,na in the Ccrolinaz

- &‘,adnnt Genered areene, £0 latnr in Virg,inia s;,._,eilmt L~I‘ayctte,

provsd t & mlua or ths t.aet,ic ta atrike ‘-erd end retiro st :

ﬁavery cp;artwnity. “hen Comvaln.a rarci,ed Torktirn he z‘:*s 8

tired WER. B.Mh :rcnch and L:ar*cm Jsmnzzle written. Ty c:affit,ora

: prm at at ’me sicge af Yan.t.own wenuon the p:or dofenco pmvided .

by hia at t”at ”ost. On -_:wch th ra.wh t 10 uf.mth the rezp jortion

or hia &ry h‘.ﬁ been czuzta.ntly tar c"ted Yy the Lerlc"-as, hxt

z.,euevar the Brltifh a in &r. -;" nas dnployed and cr,n:*on plzced in

pomuon the cheay brd vmi.}::edy Did he ek,ect the sexs in !ork-— v
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' toim‘? »hea his c&nron co:mﬁnoed nun‘, s did be az,‘sct e }d.ar- ‘_
:"-'icc.n Az-zy ta d}sa cwr? n‘ so, hia cﬂlculmiun: failca. for Lerg

' : : he found t*«e .&aerlcm ars y prtgvrud to stard its grounds The .
'result. is :311 kmm, und t.he Laaricans‘ :sin‘collanwas eollec-

o uon ol’ cennon did 11.5 ab;ro ?.o*ard tbe mrtem!er.

l’any )J.lied c:ricers ?-ho ha 6. raceived trcainin in tho

' groateat umlca ot‘ t.ux'ape, *rharc every “.eca oi‘ csnnen 1] eon-
_m,ructtd f’or a t‘;ociﬁc une am‘. 28D t.nined to perfact.ion, w3zt
: hd-ve ndnrod st t‘m ietarageneauu e uipn«;'st crrried by the Con-
N timtau, eapeciruy 'by tha mi.utim Kow in:. desuate ‘ny_ R |

: 1aon tae aruuery of t‘*xe calcnieat 1y t’arce—-mmﬁor hem tiere

*ould hive bco:: & aiz-pounger. l. ctst—irm nrv~l or gf reigon

yieca thﬁre tber& SMJld h've hean 8 liim., l-r ﬂs{c:ﬁmn. T*m‘

| g,un c*rrirgeﬁ mmum of & miztuﬂ: e!.' ﬁ"m end slw 8 6 Y-

r-agw to neke s.:i.tahl.e cﬂveyances ior ao rel or gsrrizmi cuns

| -1:: t*e ﬂeld-r : Onc euthor c*lle it ? acn?rel s,sm,li' knotliey
;‘ivu € odd -uccount of t‘:e trtﬂhsrw. An uhe wnd ot t‘*e umiud
" nusher ai’ caxman pzocurad froz; tse wrious fouudrles iu the cal—- :

,onlu. Ipqqifficient, xj&sourcea er-.iitted ac ulrs.t.ﬁ t*\r 3 only in

DR atatntad e dl

lvcn n;es Lryug,ht in Lrunew in the iinetrenis Ce%ll";’: rud
.clr Effect Upon the Attaox wnd Lefente of Fortified Plrcea®,
Lggsy by Henvy R Lezly,. (U. &, )rtﬁ.hry &‘choal, Fort !lmu-m,
virbinis' 1’456)0 T .
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Coe syaa;l r;urmitios. lmox curﬁefj t.hc rI«aug tbr not. t&umg the, #” ‘

i ;;guhs'. Lvm haahin*ton uaseu must gn 1¢3kcd akapticnlly e

;f":i.x t-mf on u~e »L rc‘;. But. hie ue;tnxm cancemed onl;y o cir SN

" :'erulment - hvz kna-w the detemiu um tahmd each man; ha kntu‘

S t’w ncnfioﬂ they ure ﬂllinrv to rue 1n o:&er to h»w a

" “\vtcouatrr t,ha; c;aum c 11 t'mir am; md um this lﬂo«ladx wd

: gmu:, he pi n:zed hia every mve.' ’:’e ch).d attack onl:r ben

- *"“ "d’” were Mf' \‘m Ereet, ot‘trm cmy mfn t:«arc YLl 8 poasi-- ST

i Mlit} o*‘ o \turlnr & fet cfnucn xnd eup,:nu wich could t:c : ;

o faddﬂ! to bis ﬂuipan. 5 I’lms, '*1&!1" of hitn ﬁ*ell tut 1“1& r‘nd

Lnuwctad attacu uu 'afde 1n arder ta eug:aﬁf his nux;pues.

Ramloon h&z. &ln.fa bnn cansidered :me of‘ tha v'orld's

-"jf_"-g,rc'etaet zsiutrx? genmzea. _ A: & :gilitf-ry *tratugixt md fm ‘=.} S B

| srgmim h! fme.- ha could nat a stcr 15 om e‘f,u, nor coa).d he L ) ‘

e c:mtrol Mx orsarﬁol nbiﬁ::nf, tut. be dié b*u an uncmny

knosled.,e or ps choluadf. Ka usad the e~3s zzmi em’cttionz ct his

aaldiers s a :es.na tﬂ gaiu his om ends, cnd plac: teé me; L-y

' fruly iivir«,, out pt’dal?. exd promotio'm as szrvica rawrds. Et

- }:-‘. taned to aee t?ni. 1*13 cauntry graduf'ny w,s la%iu‘ :lt,s aan ponr

“ vn‘wl t it 1ta wtare economc zzctsa i‘aa bcim t‘\m*n out or b&lunct. ,'

,:v_'f't‘hmx h& did, 1t e tqo 1;&(.. Hc bfd ta &e tac mny tauin:, *which

\: “mm« St
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‘ aventwny brou bt defe't to h!azelf £né ruln 1o rm cauntr,,. lvn‘: o

_ his t1 ae, hs ®as ohe of t’xa g,reateat ndvoc tas cf zrtulery 8_15 B
' "sJ..te“ md canmn wex‘a co ;ied b,, nebrly evn'y comt,rj in the
' i mrld. ln ’Ioutoan, P’ochrmexu uwud ths esrlf Grlbes.uvel s;etcz, |
.tdo;btod 111 1764. ﬁvpoleon nbd*.i‘iwd this mtm ohd :H. v::as soegted
by the United btma Aray 1n 1&19.’5 |
A S haﬁhington mu mt only 8 ere“ ..u.itury 1e.,der but; G
'*roat at»unm as wen. Arter ~a1nin;, freedo:a ‘for Ms cmmtry, :

he stenred ita cmru umtn 1!. l’ﬂt Brfa}y or:,t.nl."ed, a-:d ns

Constuution gafely runcuonlnu. dnny «;r t‘qu prmciple.x 1::1& dozn s

-by it z’tingtqn tre 5!;111 follo"ed to ths.t: ¢,¥,' Hs'ions ﬁxich Re‘ta

| c,.nsiéered tarld pomcrs ﬂ;en thiz cauntry ms atrug,glin ror inde«»:
1 ;.emzmce hove emce leasened contiderrbly in mﬂortancs, tv‘ore&a o i

| thin zatian has never te.ken one step beex.vard uui tcdxy iz the

K :greatast paxer in the rorld.

- To follow t}m atary c*tmon h»ve pltxyed in uxe rise a.;d
fell of ﬁatious f»auld be e lenzﬁv t*cs a:xd vould tzrke voluzes to "
, ‘record. Thoir devclo*vcat auu pa cer 13 obv.iou:u Yhen diplc::ts -
huve: f‘antd %3 cett}.e an imortrnt 5 ucsticn, thc tmy md 1‘&:13 cm ~‘ |
‘ ‘ ‘n:m h ve taen cuued into ccuan ‘: co‘gel ot&mra ta listan or, .
- hna oft.en haﬁ;a ed, ta _eat ddeat. - When t.ha hu;ge m«::rtrr plwtsd
| ‘nat‘am ?eterabur&, Vir,‘inis, durin t‘u* Lar Bet‘ &en t‘xc vt.ftes .

. ”&L\ig; B



ﬂss e«:,maé “‘ma Dic%a%xs hw %11 i*v' W’ ﬁ»— ﬁd‘ s+ ":
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Lg‘ﬁ ua now conai@ep ‘am%- ht}.a ’é:sqo:zo ai’ ail ﬁm mnimi*f

cmr@n. Jany ”f t"&": ?'Qtﬁ bmﬂﬁﬁ ﬁn& ea:st—-ironp wre reésat into IR
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| ea“nar af %nm ami Higa Siaz'ents *;rith Mﬁ auszle shuck in tgm R ;

grouud. mea is e aié c::#t»imﬁ picce é:n.ting back to. Quem &nnc?s

‘time. Ehy iﬂ iy fz-cm, mxd nhet iza i‘t.w h‘ etarsf? Pro’l»aﬁl? m 0!1@ :

Imwm Many 4re. fouwi burieci half %&y iu eww or' mmcmta mﬂr

tm dbcks and keyn, u::ea m daaﬁ,.cm .r;ms f@gtgnmz t‘:x,. .~ o a 3;;; &
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THe GLORY OF OLD CAKSON

¥
I’hor Borresen ‘
Junior Perk Research Technicisn
Colonial Wational Historicsl Park.

Few there zre, 1f any, young or ¢ld, who db not teke
¢ second look when they See the word cannon, or whose interest
is not quickened when they hear it mentloned, end protably
there are 8till fewer ¥ho have mot & feeling of r'en;:ecﬁ for
those old cest-iron or bronze guns mounted on villege greens
or tom squares throughout the country. Why should imericans

not heve & fecling of respect for old cunnon? 'Ilj::on the pover

 of these gung, the velour of the men Who memned them, and the

unceasing deterainstion of the men vho mede their creation and _
accoutrenents possible, our natiozi was ullt. |

E‘ashington for aix years fom,ht the gmtest and most
powerful nstion dn the world; pitted ,‘nis exall and paorly |
egzuinped ermy - szeinst a poweri‘nl ene::y with un),imited 1esaurces
of guns, ehipe, cnd men power, end finally arde it eoas 3 teras.
s esrly military training wns not ecquired on the battlefields

of Lurope, where battlep were fought with military precision znd



sge-old - eusto::. His tr&inlng xas pror:ured in the hrrd, crnel A
mrfere af f.ha frontiep-—-in b' tlcs ihér& no qucrter was
esked or givan—-—bﬁtt}.eﬁ 1n£‘.’mitela' unlike Q:O&e in Euxoga,'
rhere fields h.sd ‘been culﬁ.vated far yoars, 2 aingle soldier
, could be seen et & distance of more ti:m 1,000 yords, and mxt-
co.ms wers deteruined lv man pomr and gons zad stretew.
Hov averlastinﬁly gelting t‘w aemory of such defents
88 Bre ddoc&’ 8, a defest ia:poswib}.a ’59 deter 'by astrategy c::ployed
in Burspe, @ defea.t folloﬁ.n:; & fig Bt in &hic‘x Indlans spperred
,SHddﬁn‘ly gnd unexpectediy :t’ra:a c:zbuacade, ‘struck 8 harﬁ biow,
and diﬁapge,;red, only to raeg};ear in anoﬂwri 'sm}.nf r&‘ble 8pote
In frontier w-bats a whole sroy. cauld o hidden within a Pew
hundred feet of an unmsaa%ing oppanent; Ironz eoncesded gmm ,_
onefs c:r*xrades i?ell dead and waunded Lesice tane, end no one
eould discern the dlrection in. 'a‘:xich ta fire to :etaliwher. In’
sach varfare wes ihe tmining of our gmat sdlitary 1cader. ?Ie
wonder 1f fiashingten bad w roalization in thorne e.;z'ly df.ys
of iy career how nell this 6xperienge %emld gexve ‘1121, tnd kow
valvah,,e it t'anld prove o be in lats;r ye&ra.
: Chen e cnnaider the eveutual ou'kco*e cr tho Kevolu-
' 'ﬁnnary ?-’ar, cen. e g5y thot *iashington wap ever ﬁefe:%ed in
any of the bﬂtt.le.a or siiralehes fougkt dilz'ing_ the eer? Herdly,

when ve conglder the tactics snd menoeuvres instigatgd by him.:



T ey
.

(Only a i‘aola-htrdy :mamam nould nm ama m noet m znga-

E l'lah i:raqps .’m an open f.‘ranta:i, attac:t ﬁith suc‘x troopa snd

Q

| _ 'e;‘uipuant .1 exiated in the colanies; &eneral Gaga tried 1t
 4in South Caralinw qgainst Gamnlliu #ith dioast}:oua manltt. .
) fhashm;ton, ey hia sence of rnponaibimy to the wen under
' him and to the coloniaa és & vhole, roalizad th.ta. Hia !’mnm‘
 tler tralning beme one of his graﬂtezt aamta. I-t he caum i

mt mnt the fng’,nsh ﬁn sqmax fmﬁng, yhy not. render 8 hatd

) blaw st every apgormniw? If t:a cauld not dafeat them In
open battle, why dmuld he notf try to wesr 'ohim dmx? Bﬂrgoyuo' 5
' -surre'zﬂer in 1777 is mexmple of thia tminiﬁ,,,, Hg wes T

‘hmss:} ean*hinua.ny fron ever: anglv, unﬁi}. his r-si;tence _
| bocane more ami :sore fo.ehla ahd he ﬁ&a rinally pockated.

‘I'he faﬂure ¢r Camﬁalliafﬁ caupaiana 10 the Garolinss _

‘ "agsmat Gmem Greme, end later, 1n Vi;*gin:ha agc:inst Lafayette, -
Aproved 'hha ulua of. the tacﬁ.c ’co aﬁrike hez'd end rettre at -
lefvexy Opporwmty.. ?Chen ﬁomwallis reached Xuratom he tas a

: tirpti mm.. Botn French and inerlc an Journal:: tritm By ol’ficers‘ o

. prasent at. the siege of lfomtam aenﬁ.oxx the paor defentu provided | |

ty him &'h that poa’o., Dn mErch ihrougﬁ the South t}*c reer gortion

~of his my haa been canstmﬂy i;ar*ante& b:f thes Jz«ericars, bu'l:.
: nnemnr ’hhﬂ British wein sray ras ﬁeployed zmd cnnncn glecnd in

: position the e’xemy ht:.& vmiehuds Did, he m:;ect the aa =8 in York-



tom‘r khen hi.a canx:on conmencact fmn riid he 'a:;wnt the 'I,mw'»
: ican iry t.o disappaar‘l Ir ﬁo, his calculationa ;tailcd, far ‘.:er&
| he found the inrice.n lmy prlps fad to atmd ﬁ# groand- ‘I‘hg
,mault .1.5 well kmm, and the &merican&* ﬂitceﬂﬂnewl poum )
| tion of." csnnou did its- s?mre 'ﬁa"'sm the anrx‘endwa | 4
Han;r All:led aﬂ‘icera yho hr.d raceiveci ‘h:aining in th&

: graatelt amies of Eumpe, &hars ey yiece o:t‘ mnnon ma Con

o structed for a s;mcitic us& and med m:&!ed ta per,fmtion, miat

heve «ﬂn&ared ek the he‘borcgenwua L ¥ uipnen.iz csrrieé by ths GQZI«* |
ﬁuntals, es‘pecicny br tha militia. " ziot in..den;mts by comer-
ison tho ertillery of 'hh§ colonieﬂ i thue-pounaer hera thm- o
should hava heen a2 six-pounaar. X enst-imn naml or garris;m |
B giece shere there should ‘heve ’beon a. mbm;, bmnze cznnon. The -
gun cmlnges c.;miatin; of & nix‘bure of field and uege zre
riages to nake aumtable conveyances :sr neml or gmimn guné

_ in tha field. : Gne author ce;tla it Yy mungrel eysm.l mwcr |

i gives e "ood accozmt of ‘tihe artillm dn nn amé of the limited
| ‘ nu 1'btr of cannon pmcurod from the mriaus fouudries 1n %he col«»f'

ouies. haarficient ram:rcea parmittaﬁ amuiring *wzc:t only in

-

l**cn» noes ﬁmu'ht in !r‘dllery in the 3:ineteent.h Qemry, cmd .
thelr Effect Baon the Attack and Defense of Forbified Plrces®,
. basay by ernry R. Lenly, . (ﬂ, Se- :rtﬂlery Scbool, Fort Eianroe,
Vﬁ.rginia, uas). .

S



' 5::&13; quonti ties."z' Knox cureéd the ehélls for. nod £l ttiﬁg thé
Even ﬂashington ‘himself wst hrve looked ckepticolly ot
Ms amy on ths marc‘u Eut his skegtit:im eoncerned only their
equipment ~ he know the detamiamon tehind sech nan; he knew
‘the “acririe&s, they nre #illing to meke in order to hove &
country tuey c:mlti esll their o¥ng cod rim this knorledve and
fzith, he pl,.m:sd his _6Very move. _.He would sttack only vhen
the odds were not too great, often ahl;g,v,hez; tacra *a8 & possi-
bty of esptoring & few cennon Ta_m;,mpbiieg shich could be |
added t’plhis &quipagef.‘ Thus, neny of his a-a1l hut quick end |
‘ ' _vnaxpeeta.d' attscks wers m«i&e in arder to augient bis sﬁppiiea-p
ﬂap:leon hes alvaar& been eonsidercd one of the mx-ld'
. greatest military geniuzes. As 8 militsry ztrategisﬁ and an
| arganiﬁ:er he w88, He eould nod ms‘b&r %;ia o ega, nor eould he
‘control hiz pergonsl ambiﬁone, ?.«ut he éié ha*re an unemany |
knowled,,c: of p,sycholaay. He used the epos snd-embitions af his
soldiers as s means o gain hip om ends, snd pleested thea by
freely L:Lvin, out redals g.nd pmotmnn ad servige rsmrds. He
}i‘aiiod o see ’ahat bis country gradually waa: .'u:slnw its-man p’o:ar‘ﬂ
and t’:a’i: .ita entire econosic system ma heing thz* w out of balance.

th’m he did, it was ‘too late. He had m&dp too nany eneniesn, r.hich

853.):.»:';1-'5:', Wiiliea Eu, Higtories) Sxatch of the Orgenization,

tion, Metériel rnd Tactics of the .n’sé.llsm.ﬂnim
c (Q‘Rminqtﬁn, D» 0., 1,654') *
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eventuslly brought dofeat to binself and ruin to his country. In
his ti*‘e, hc W2k ong. of t’;a greatest udmcates of ,.rtﬂlex‘y. His-
. syatexs zm& o..nnon ware copled 1‘.»' nearly every enun’cry in the |
| vorid., In Iorxtom, Sochﬁvat"eau ugmi ths early Gribaauval syate::,,
' &&Mtsd in 1764. ﬂspoleon madix;ipd this systen ond 14 xas adqpte&
by t‘xe United St&tas Lmy in 18}.8.$ ' o
_ 7 ﬁashington p— cmly 8 g;re..z military 2.eg.der, but a
graat a’cataamn s ull. v After aalning fresdom £or bis oountry, |
he sﬁeered it® course until it ua selely srgmizad, and 3-.ts
Cbnstitution sa.rcly runctioninﬂ. Ewy of the pri'm.’zplcs loid d::m |
by 'ﬁashington sre gtill falloveci o “th‘.’.s day. ﬁations shich :aaraVA
cansﬁared world parers ¥hen thia cnun’ery ms atrusglin' for inde~
" penaenea beve gince 1¢ssened cnnzidamb}y in i'nportance, ;,em&s :
this na’cicn has never taken one a‘t.eg backward md today ix the |
grsatest ,;oaer in the vorld, . ' '
To follow the Smry cennan have ylnyed in the rise and

fsll ot‘ netions rauld he & 1engt&v taek and mula take vo‘lnmes to -

,record. Their davelopment &ngd ;:oﬂr is obvious. ihen dlplo:xei;a
| "'have fai}.ed & setile an imortant cukaﬁion, tbe amy end 1ts cnn-»l
. non b:ve taen eallded into acticm ta cw;ae], othcr: to 1listen or, 28"

- hep often hag,gned, to neet defae:b. Kh&n tha huge poptar planted |
belfore Petersmrg,,' ’iirgin.i-e., duriﬁ'g the a‘iiar Betwgen tho States |

———

Syeda,




wes célled; *The 'Bic%ator”, - .ﬁo’# mll it ®a8 nezed. :
| Let ug now consider '.aat haa becone of all the eaciend

- eanmon. "a.ny of t.xem, bath branz& and ceat—iron, were Tecast :1n'lsa
ney .-_gun.;. Soze, eaquoiauy those m:@ch have hgen regarded 28 “
trophles, heve been placed in ;iﬁrldiié.gfﬁvermncnt yurds sorrounding
goy«mxmt,buildihga,; uguallx mounted on a cai}créte bloci or &

- cast-iron stand. Othera?e fi’nd; in the no#t. out of the way

| pleces. Photavra,ph Ko, 1 ahows an old Merican cuat«iran field
‘ ~un, or rathar a convera:lon inty one, a: can hes fecn by the gieee
of ¥rought iron wrapped arovod the nack ot tha batton :h order
1o form the tmo lugs neaded for & a}.av.atim serew. Tuis gun is
, mounted on en vld tree astup, in i‘ront of an im, on the Eastern
Skore of- Virglnia. Inm\' Yiraini&, you ¥ill f£ind ong on ‘bhe
corner of Court cnd High "St,mefbs ik its ouzde stuck in the
ground. "‘l‘hia is o old east-iron phecs doting back to Cueen Eanc's
tim;e». ¥hy ic it there, xmd u’hzzt is. it.u hist..ryt Protsbly no one
| knovsga. Eumy aTE :founé. buriod half ey in eorth or concrcta nesr
tre cocks and keys, uzed 0o deadmen for i'aatcning roges of ships
Yying cﬁ fhve vdack. Others ure uced g8 i‘énces; by the elaple
aﬁtachﬂen’i'af ehrins. Usszes ;r_e s;axly»-; "bob‘nany gnd foo ﬁmercus
i}a nention. ' | - _ | |
B To the ‘t’var &nd Havy S‘}eparmmts ¥e ove & debt of grati-



: tude for h..'o‘inﬂ prenerved ol& guns for fut,re student& oi‘ :xiliﬁary
Ahistcry, :3 histcry 1n vhich thsy played & lerga ,:nrt* Even zhen
i a call eEe i‘ar o}.d natsi to be c&st inte new f.:.nd madarn we&;sons,
‘ the arsy and umy ralplutaiy rz‘hained t’:eir old gunz 28 tro,;)hisss, -
In ’the lapt few yeurs anot::mr govunment de‘,szrt‘..ent has htmm tq} |
' $hox reaa. interaat in these relics«-—-the Hationnl Park Service,
M of the Dapartmanb ot ‘(‘.he Interior. I{ecently tbirtem
original gunt» rara prasmted to 6olonial ﬁatianal Bistarical ?er;:
st Yorkta"'n, Virziniu, by cot:rtes:sr or the H;xlﬁed Etates F ‘ar Dep..;rt- :
‘mend. Samn of theae rere *un mrrendergd 1n_ Ia;x&om ty Corn-
| vallis #nd beer the insopiption -

&xrren&erad by the Gapitul.a*bion of I’omct«am
Octbber 19, 178L.° o

But of the 260 gune surrendered, on}y about twenty-ﬁva or 'ahirty

can be uccounted for. Vheve ars tha reat? S ) |
'fhe ﬁa’hioml Pork ﬁmice iz e:*deav*rine ta plece these

old trophies hefora the public in the aonc a:nd only my ey, shonld |

be prasented.v Other gun are ly,tn;g on 2 conemf.e blocx, e piéae o

of mod, tha grmmd, or wherevex: they m‘»y be displayed, bt the
Park uervica is d.isplayin., taom :!.n meﬁ.r gmper eia'aent;. Phow
grash Boe 2 ahot:s the Grand French Bzztterf, one of the mege bat-
* teries of tma Blliaa’ i‘irst gixcllel erected befora ’.’torxwvn in

‘Tl?&l,, % 8 reconstructed c.xmm: in quodial Rz mx,»l Histor- -



leel Perk. Protograok fo. & 1z wathrr B %ter} vhich has besn
mp‘nsmem in the Per:-. B battlefia cx eree, @ rortion of fre
- #1lied secan:! paralleli The drawinga for the c»nﬁt:mction of the

_ 4
c;arrigbaa shmm in these two nicwzea va:ce “r,de from & ‘b~ak seid

o to be tha constent; ccnn&nion Oi‘ the A‘nericmx arﬁllery orficara end

| iho men in the SImp!.-s'. For "zhe French c&rrlagas, a Fre"ch pub~

'liuﬁion ma used, thus :muuring suthsntm conatmcticn.ﬁ-
Sumly thin mfhod of preseﬁt.‘m" the ngtion's relics

*bo the publi.t: is ar & mch grPPter mttrest tltan thet metho&

: uce& 20 prevalenﬂy by whi.ch the old caxmon rewreseni merely

-ﬁ.gne of ctab-imn or I:rc,nw »m £ 2.n},e t'xrc)u the center,

" and when w0 or tore guns are’ laid in & TOw. f.he aecond or tnird

' receives hnrdly poy conciéeru’bion, ﬁere, ':’nt is different-v Eere_,.
ozie, t‘a, ‘Ehres, or more in A row cmﬁe BN antirely different
dap resaiom Hera, they rm*esm’a t e pm.er end dgterggx.’g.natmn of
a peapla 'ﬁant.in ta be free pnd- mae'zendents They tell = 'simy 7
of & victtsry, 2 3wry in a‘zich, ¥hen atate&men’s wxds fniled,

- fheir voicea spxlke ana vere headad. - |

M

dullcr, John, Amgﬁwmnx, (Eh;{}.a:delphis, 3.7?3).
Eirkhi:mr, g_n. 23

s ] .

Bscneel, U do xmm;mumg Contenont, LiArtillerie

ﬂm&xﬂlﬁ’ &WMMWW .
ﬂ.m (Earia, Ll‘zss}). .
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&’odw ﬂi\!} Na 133!‘1&1 P’CI‘}? 5@‘.{'1’1{&& has G't‘*hlitheﬂ. Fiﬁt’;}l‘v. | o

ical unﬂ Siilitery Po rks ﬂmughouﬁ 't"-e ﬁhole nttion. T!*cea pamsé
B re; )ratent t!xe develops:m** bf‘ t&a country in’ cvery ;hass trom its
vridn t modem timés. &se&*tzmce ;md coepemﬁon fro* cvery
instiiution eng im'ividue.l is needed. hlread; tm: neny of aur

uw‘ble relics }:ﬁe di&p“ewed. Le’c ﬁs preserva, di vple.; ed 1:1 | '_ '

t oir proper swherg, ti:aae 8 hcve left.;

w,on R R
Mey 9.‘, 1989. o
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