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TI!TRGDUCTION 

Southeest of Ric~"'!l.ond, extending into the Chesapeake Bey, bounded 
on the northee.st by the York River, on the Southwest by the J"a'nes River 
is the Lower Penins'i.J.lfi of Virginie. The underlying geological for.mf'ltions 
ere Recent and Quaternary in the eestern part and give ws.y to 1v:iocene ... i:n 
the West. Soils ~,re predominately sandy, mingling with cley and shell 
marls1 o At York-tovm, on the south shore of the York River, raidwey between 
Williamsburg and Newport Ne'"'ii> 1 lies the Colonial Ne.tiontl Historical Park. 
Rich as it is in Colonial history, it should deservedly have an e~utlly 
interest in~ end diversi fieCi fund of natural historyo Si t&uted i."1 a 
mild cl imete, J~. co:imon meeting ground for many northern and sou tlP rn 
species, and ii close proximity to both frEsh and salt water fiVeS 
rise to the abundP.!'1t e.nd. varied flora found on the mildly rel.lint: 
terrein of this historic .s.na. htllov,red ground .. 

It is not thE' .i:mrpose of this brief article to go into detail 
over individual species and it should be understood that the accompany­
ing species list is not a co:;:;.:;ilete tabuletion of the are:::. It m.erely 
represents.the casual observation of the writer, ~~~planted by a few 
leisurely end pleasant walks over Et period of two seasons and is more 
of a beginning, an exr)l,:U8tion of possibilities. 

------------------------------------
l Flore !!!.. ~Peninsula. of J_i:r_ginia1' of 

of Science, J.:rts and Letters, IV, (1924), llt'c 

l 



, ' 
I 

J 

EXPLANATION OF DATA 

The scientific names included herein are as given in 
Gray's New Manual o:r Botany {Seventh Edition, New York 
City, 1908) • Likewise the com:non names, except in instances 
where none are given when the genus name (scientific) Of the 
co:mnon name of the genus is used. The families are arranged 
in alphabetical order, also the genus-species under each 
fanily, starting with the genus. The index of co:tm1.r>n names 
is also arranged alphabetically. 

S:irubs have been omitted from the following list, also 
the lichens, mosses and ferns. No attempt ~was made to identity 
the various end munerous grasses (Graminee{:P)o 

r 



I 

() 

c: } DIOOUSSION 

The question of most general interest seems to be the com­
parative rari t}". of the various species. Paradoxically, the lowly 

o BDd adifer°--Ul3_~plocarpus f~tidus (skunk cabbage) is well ai the 
top ot the rarity-list while that beautiful, exotic-appearing and 
ordine.rsly rare orchid Cypripedium J.carcle (Plllk Ladyslipper' a e, a., ..., 

abounds 1n the piney woods throughout the Park. - Several other !\ 
members of the orchid tanily as well as the 1'r88l'ant Epigea repens 
(Trailing Arbutus) eccur not too commonl,-4 in secluded spots. 

Flower-lovers can be grateful for the policy of the National 
Park Service in regard to all flora. Never are they destroyed or 
disturbed, but ere allowed to remain in their natural habitat for 
the enjoyment of all people tor all time. Thus species such as -
the popular Trailing Arbutus (Epigea repens), eradicated in many 
sections5 , will be protected and allowed to :multiply. 

Of romantic interest is the large number ot escapes, those 
plants originally cultivated, which have, with the passage of many 
years, becane more or less naturalized. The majority of these seem 
to have originated 1n Europe, which is altogether natural considering 
the surrounding area was among the fir st to 'hg colonized. lllllong 
these plants is Radicula. Nasturtium-e.quaticum (Water Cress) found 
in many springs throughout the Parke It is easy, when one Of these 
snall natural fOuntains is found, to conjure the picture of sane long­
:f'orgotten pioneer carefully planting the first sprigs for his own 
sparse table,. It ia :much the sane when a mat ot Vinca~~f;r .jPeri­
winkle), another escape 'l is discovered in some thicket; au obscured ru a 
grave-yard or house-site is sure to be nearby. Jmong other common 
escapes is Nepeta hederacea (Ground Ivy), Verbaseum. Blattaria (~th 
Ku.llein), lr§.eniculum vulgare (Fennel) end lluscari racemosum (Grape 
Hyacinth) all originally fran the Old world. The latter is described 
as a"rare euape" 8 however it abounds in the :fields and roadsides ' 
~ the Park erea, possibly due to its early establishment from Colonial 
gardens.. Undoubtedly many escapes were established due to the im• 
portance ot Yorktown as a principal Colonial Q'rt, also in more recent 
times by the similar aeti vity of Newport News. 1 Indeed, the flora ot 
this area lends a Yaluable note to the tracing. and restoring Of our 
historic Colonial heritage. /~ 

0 

21.-x; Sne.lI.-iiaiiuai"of'the 8'U'tiieaste'ii:i.-Frora-(iew :York, I9'33T 363.-
3 Er l8llson.1 !!R..• .!!!.• 1 l.35 -
4 Paul R· Merriman, :r.l.ora ot Richmond & Vicinity, Virginia Academy of 

Science (Richmond, 1930)193. -
5 SD.al 1, .21?.• ill· • 1005 
6 Gray, New Manual of Botany (New York1 1908, 'Ith Ed. ) 431. 

' fball, .2R. .!!.l· ' 1060 
8 Gray, !!R.. ill• 1 290 
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R'..iellia ciliosa. 
Ruellia strepens 

Aliama Geyeri 

Hypoxis hirsute. 
zephyranthes A.tamasco 

Rhus Toxicodendron 

Vinca minor 

J.risaema triphyllum 
Symplocarpus foetidus 

Asa.rum virginicum 

A.sclepias syriaca 
ABclepias tuberosa 

APOCYNACEAE 

l 

Ruellia 
Ruellia 

Water Plantain 

star Grass 
A.tsmasco Lily 

Poison Ivy 

Periwinkle 

Jack-in-the-Pulpit 
Skunk Cab bfl.£'e 

Wild Ginger 

Common :Milkweed 
Butterfly weed 
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Impatiens biflora 

Podophyllmn peltatum 

Bignonia capreolata 
Tecoma radicans 

Myosotis scorpioides 
Mertensia virginica 

Specularia biflora 

Lonieera japonica 
Trioateum perfoliatum 

Agrostemma Githago 
Cerastimn vulgattnn 
Dianthus A..-meria 
Silene pennsylvanica 
stellaria media 

BEHBER IDACEAE 

BIGNO!:IA.CEAE 

BORJ..GINACEA.E 

C.!PRIFOLL\CEAE 

J"ewelweed 

Mandrake 

Cross-vine 
Trumpet Creeper 

True Forget-me-not 
Virginia Bluebells 

Venus Looking-glass 

Japanese Honeysuckle 
Wild Coffee 

Corn Cflckle 
Common Mouse-eared Chickweed 
Deptford Pink 
Wild Pink 
Common Chickweed 
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Chenopodium album 

Achillea :Millefolium 
J;nbrosia trifida 
.Anaphalis margaritacea. 
Arctium minus 
Aster novae-e..ngliae 
Aster novi-belgii 
Bidens f"rondosa 

CED!OPODIACEll 

CCMPOSITAE 

Bidens vulgata 
Chrysantheum Leuca.nthem.um 
Cirsium lanceolatum 
Hieracium paniculatum 
Hieracium venosum 
Liatris squarrosa 
Rudbeckia :tlirta 
Ssnecio aureus 
Senecio Robbinsii 
SOlidago nemoralia 
Taraxacum officinale 

Oonvolvua arvensis 
Cuscuta obtus1flora 
Convolvus sepium 

Capsella Buraa-pastoris 
Oardamine bulbosa 

CONVOLVOLACEll 

CRUOIFBRAE 

Dentaria heterophylla 
Radieula Nasturtium-aquaticum 

Lamb t s Quart er s 

common Yarrow 
Great Ragweed 
Pearly Everlasting 
Burdock 
Aster 
Aster 
Beggar-ticks 
Beggar-ticks 
Ox-eye Daisy 
BUll Thistle 
Hawkweed 
Rattlesnake Weed 
Blazing Star 
Black-eyed SUaan 
Golden Ragwort 
Robbins• Golden Ragwort 
Goldenrod 
Dandelion 

Field Bindweed 
Dodder 
Hedge Bindweed 

Shepa.rds' Purse 
Spring Cress 
TOO th wort 
Water Cress 



Dipsacus sylvestris 

EquisetUlll arvense 

Chimaphila maculeta 
Chimaphila Ulllbellata 
Jpj)gae a repens 
Monotropa uniflora 

Gentiana .Andrewsii 
Gentiana crinita 

Belam.canda chinensis 
Iris cristata 
Iris germanica 
Iris Terna 
Iris versicolor 
Sisyrinchium gremineum 

A.juga reptans 
Lemium anplexicaule 
Mentha spicata 
Nepeta cataria 
Nepeta hederacea 
Prunella vulgaris 
Teucrium canadense 

~UISETACEAE 

ERIC.ACEA-.:' 

GENTW!ACEAE 

IRIDJ<.CEAE 

UBIATAE 

Teasel 

Com:non Horsetail 

Spotted Wintergreen 
Pipsissewa 
Trailing .Arlmtus 
Indian Pipe 

Closed Gentian 
Fringed Gentian 

Blackberry Lily 
Crested Dwarf Iris 
Fleur.;de-li s 
Dwarf Iris 
Lsrger Blue Flag 
Blue-eyed Grass 

Bugle Weed 
Henbit 
Spearmint 
Catnip 
Ground Ivy 
Heal•all 
American Germander 

... 
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Deanodium cans.dense 
Medicago sativa 
Trifolium hybridll!::l 
Trifolium pretense 
Trifolium repens 

illium cane.dense 
Allium reticulatum 
Hemerocallis ful va 
Lilium cenadense 
l!edeola virginiana 
Muscari racemosum 
Ornithoge.lum umbellatum 
Polygonatum biflorum 
Snilacina racemosa 
Sn.ilax glauc a 
Snila.x rotundifolia 
Trillium gre.ndiflorum 

Hibiscus Moscheutos 
'Malva rotundifolia 

Circaea lutetiana 
Oenothera biennis 
Oenothera fruticosa 

Cypripedium acaule 

Lll,llC.EJE 

ORCHIDJDEAE 

Cypripedium parViflorium-pubescens 
Epipactis pubescens 
Habenaria ciliaris 
Liparis lil11folia 
Orchis spectebilis 

Tick Trefoil 
Alfalfa 
Alsike Clover 
Red Clover 
Wnite Clover 

\\ild Garlic 
Onion 
common Day Lily 
Wild Yellow Lily 
Indian O•cumber-root 
Grape Hyacinth 
Star of Bethlehem 
Solomon 9s Seal 
False Solomon"s Seal 
Saw Brier 
Common Green Brier 
Trillium 

Swamp Rose Mellow 
Common Mellow 

Enchanter's Nightshade 
Evening Primrose 
SUndrops 

Pink Lady's Slipper 
Large Yellow Lady's Slipper 
Rattlesnake Plantain 
Yellow Fringed Orchis 
Twayblade 
Showy Orchis 
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OXALIDACEAE 

Oxalis stricta 
Oxtlis violacea 

Pa.paver Rhoees 
Sanguinaria canadensi s 

PHYTOLACCACE.AE 

Phytolecca decandra 

PLA:NT.AGINJ.CEAE 

Plantago lanceolata 
Plantago major 
Pla.ntago Rugelii 
Plantago v irginica 

POLYGON.ACEAF. 

Polygonum sagittatum 
Rumex A.cetosella 
Rume:x crispus 

RAN'DNCllLACEAE 

Anemonella thalictroides 
A.quilegia canadensis 
Caltha palustris 

, Hepatics triloba 
Ranunculus abortiTU8 .. ~ ' ·· 
Ranunculus abria' , ~ 
Ranunculus ~ecurvatue 
Ranunculus Nptenttionalia 
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Yellow wood Sorrel 
Violet Wood sorrel 

Corn Poppy 
Bloodroot 

common Poke 

Rib Grass 
Common Plant ein 
Rugel 1 s Plantain 
Hoary Plantain 

... 

Arrow-leaved Tear-thumb 
Sheep·sorrel 
Yellow DOck 

Rue tnemone 
Wild Columbine 
Marsh Marigold 
Hepatics 
Swamp Buttercup 
Snall•flowered Crowfoot 
Buttercup 
Hooked Crowf oct 



Frageria. virginiana 
Potentilla cenadensis 
Potentilla pu:m.ila 

Galium A;parine 
Houstonia caerula 
M:itchella repens 

Gerardia setacea 
Linaria vulgaris 
Pedicularia canadensis 
Verbascum Blattaria 
Verbascum Thapsus 
veronica hederaefolia 
Veronica officinalis 

Physalis Alkekengi 
Physalis lanceolata 

ROSACEAE 

RUBIAOEAE 

SCROPHULARIADEAE 

Spa.rganium. americanum-androcladum. 

staphylea trifo~ia 

Typha latifolia 

strawberry 
Cinqu.ei'oil 
Cinq.ietoil 

moose Grass 
Bluets 
Partridge Berry 

Gerardi a 
Ramsted 
Wood Betony 
:Moth Mullein 
Camnon KUllein 
Ivy-leaved Speedwell 
common Speedwell 

Winter Cherry 
Ground Cherry 

American Bl.adder-Nut 

Common Oat-tail 
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Daucus Ca.rota 
Foeniculum vulgare 

Viola lanceolata 
Viola Rafinesq,uii 

Psedera quinauefolia 

VIT.l.cEAE 

a 

Carrot 
Fennel 

Lance-leaved Violet 
Wild pansy 

Virginia Creeper 

... 
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