The Evoluticn of the Concept
of
Colonial National ‘HMiatorical Parl:

A Chapter in the Story of Historical Conzorvation

by
Charles E, Hateh, Jr.
Chief Park Historian
Colonial National Historical Park
Yorktown, Virginia

July 28, 199

[



The Evoluticn of the Concept
ol

Colonial Matibnol Ifdstorical Parkl

A Chaptor in the Story.of [lstorical Cencorvation

Colonial National Historical Park came into being os & national

wmonument through an act of Congress, which became law on July 3, 1930,
implomented by a proclemation issued by Prosident Berbert Hoover on
Daceaber 30 of tho same year. 1It, &long with Seorge Washington bPirthplace
National Monument, was 1n the forefront of e movement cpecrheaded by Na-
ticnal Park Service Director Horace X, Albright, Virginia Commicsion on
Conservation and Development Chairman Williem E, Carson and Congressional
Reprosentative Louis C, Cranton of Michisan, aided by many fricnds and
collaborators in public and private life, that tock the National Park

Service solidly into the "historical-site-and-structure-preservation-and-

%]

reconstruction field." Consequently Colonial, in many respects, begen as
a plonocering activity and a testing ground for a program that grow inten-

sively in the 1930s and more slowly, but constantly, ia the yeers that

followed, Robert Shankland in Steve Mather and the National Parks calls it

la
Y.+sthe boldest plunge into history, one ‘that marked & Pzrk Service epochedd™

The Colonial Park idea was a new departure, Unlike earlier astteapts &

the historical fiecld, especially in the Eazt, which alnost invarichly

l, The Park is one of the areas in the National Park System and 2o
adninistered by the DBureau of tho Nationzl Fork Sérvice, United States
Department of the Interior for the American peerle., It cubraceus Jomics-
town (Jointly administered with the Asscciation for the Frescrvation ol

Virginia Antiquities., The Yorktown Batiloefield, the Colenlcl Pariwvsy

(connecting Jenestown, Williansburg and Yorktown), cnd the Cap# ilcary

Memorial,

1z, Published in New York in 1951, p. 207.



gave emphasis to the military side of our history with responsibility
going to the War Department, this project called on the Department of
the Interior and emphasized rather the unfolding of political and
social processes, This beoanc a nowv challenge for the National Park
Seryice; “This social-political-economic emphasis in /the7 Colonial
National Monument idea, as contrasted with its military aspects,
‘(which it may be admitted are still very important), should receive
the widest recognition. It is essential to a clear understanding of

the Colonial National Monument‘plan."2

Although the concept that ultimately broughi Colonial into‘exilatance
began to take form only in the 18S50's, the spirit of commeroarating
the events that transpired within her boundaries pgosze a long way haclk,
There was a major celebratien at Jamestown in 1807 and thought-of onc
oeven before that date. There have beon celobrations at Yorktown for
almost as long & time, the first of some proportions baing that in
1824 when Virginia honored the visit of Lafayette, The first of
truly national scope for Yorktown came in 1881 and 26 years later

came the wall-=known Jamestown Exposition, In the interveaning years .

2, Verne E, Chatelain, the National Park Service's chief historiecn,

"writing in 1933 in a memorandum entitled "The Origin of the
Colonial National Moanument Ideca,” continued ..,"it is well to
note that the Colonial Rational lonumznt biil constituted ihe
first instance-where the Natioanal Park Service has entered into
the realm of what is, strictly specaking, the supcrvision of a
national historic park,” (Natiocnal Park Service, Washinston
Office files,)



thero wore many observances of a local, or regional, nature both at

Yorktown and at Jamestown,

In more recent yocars JAMESTOIN DAY and YGREKTUIN 05?3. eg May 13 and,
October 19 have come to be czlled, have been amnual events zs kas
CAPE HENRY DAY (April 26). In 1957 Jauestown's 230th anniversary was
celecbrated in a year-long observance that broucht cpecicl attention
to all of the areas in the Park as well asg Willizssburg which forms

a part of the historic "Triple Shrine" linked by Colcnizl Parkway,

It was through national celebrations that the Park concept developed
and materialized and it was in the same manner that the first land
was acquired by the Federal Govermment for comacmorative purpcses

at both Yorktown and Jamestown. The Yorktown Centennial brought

tho Yorktown Victory Monument and itz grounds vhile the Jamestown
Exposition ropulted in the Tercentenary Monument cnd its grounds at
Jamestown, Tho Centonnial gave rise, too, te the Park idea which was
puched to consurmation by the events of tho Yorlktown Scaquicentenniczl,
It was another celebration, in 1057, that brought the vigor of the
National Park Service's MI3SICN 66 progres to bear on Colcniazl ond

produced a long necded, more complete, siate of develorment, Thi

3, For soma information on carly YORKTOUIN DiY observanzes and the
evolution of the idea of the annual cbservance, see Sarch Ce
Armistead's "“Some Facts Relating to the Cbscrvonce of Yorkiown
Day at York.twn, Va,” iz Dauchters of tho Azeoxican Reveluticn
Hazazinas, Vol, 84, No. 10 (Cctober, 1930), pp. 780-01,
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nationwide parks improvement plan had ono of its firast clear

manifestations at Yorktown and Jamestown,

Those who had charge of the Yorktown Centennial Celebraticn in 1881
desired that the Yorktown Battlefiold be made a park, Amcrican and
French reprosentatives at the celebration expressed the hope that

the Moore House and farm could be preserved "zs a memorial of the
friendly alliance...." The Yorktown Centennial Association wos careful
to point out that it had purchased the 500 acres of Tomple Farm (Moore
House). The intont was to donato this to the United States to be made
into "Lafayette Park." Funds wore not forthconing, howover, and the

Association lost its title to the property.

Perhaps in part due to tho cfforts of Now Jorsey Congreczmea (being
spurred by a Harch 22, 1882, joint resolution of their state legislature),
on'June 85, 1882, a joint recolution was intrcduced into the !aticnal
Hcuse of Ropresentatives czlling for the "purchase and preservation

of Tomple Farm and the Moore House at Yorkiown, Virginia,..." sizce it
was felt that they would "carry with them.throusi all time the mcnories
of the sioge and victory by which the zllied amies of France &nd the

Anerican Colonies secured our nation's Independence,"” The “far: and

4. In the main, material cited from Congzrecasional Acts, recscolutions,
bills and such is drawvn from copies of thezo docwaents in Hintosy
of Legislation nelaiing,to the Motionel Pork Svotom Thiroust the
82nd Congress: Colonial National Historiczl P;;k<ccnﬂilﬁd oy
Edmund B, Rogere in six lcoseleaf volunes,
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house" would be "a memorial of the Iriendly allieance which then cxicted
betwoen the paople of the two naticnz," The bill, also, had this
language of a practical nature: ",..the prcperty can at this time be
socured for a nominal sun, znd...the product of the farm will probably
bo ample to preserve and keep the bulldinzs in repoir, and [;ﬁex7 :C.are
s0 located as to be well adapted for government purposez on occasions of
naval inspections and review on York River,” The area it was specificd
would be known as "Lafayette Park,” and be under the control cf the
Dopartament of the Interior, Tais measure, supported by the joint
resolution of the legislature of New Jersey was referred to the Heousze
Hilitary Affairs Committoe but did not move eny further toward heoconing

law,

Actually the first Fedoral holding in tho present park aroc was &
faot almost two decados before thic action., It was the Yorkiown
National Cemotary establishod in 180G to accommodate the interaont
of decoased Union soldiers, Durials made hore wore largoely roin-
termonts in the period from July 13, 18066, to Fcbruary 22, 1£57,
In the main, they were the rcmains of those who first were buried
at White House Landing, King and Queen Courthouse, Cumberland

Landing, West Point, and Warwick Courthouse, all in Virginia,

The land purchacé that covered this was for an acreage cf 2,71 cerces
bought from Frederick W. Power for $490. oa llarch 10, 1883, «ltihcugh
a snall addition (.192 acre) was made on February &, 1873, Ly
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purchase from Lob Wolf for $100, Tho Cemetery, including some 2,1E3
interments, remained in the custody of the Var bepartment until trange.

ferrod to the administrative jurisdiction of Colonial in 1933,%

A Congressional wmeasure in 1888, that falled of passage, czlled
“for the building of & road to the national cemotery at Yorktown,”
This would have allowed the expenditure of $5,000, for "building,
pacadamizing, or shoelling,"” as & permanent improvemxsnt, ‘“the pub-
14c road leading from the stoamboat whurves in the town of
Yorktownsee/to7 the centennial monument /end/ to the national
cemotery noar saild town,..' This measure appearcd again &a 1E80
and 1890 but each time failed of paseags. Ia 1802 it died in the
Military Affairs Coznittes 2nd was no more successful in 1E93,

1894, and 1895,

The ocarliest Federal holdinz in Yorktown that looked, perhaps,
toward park purposesa was the Yorktown Konument to the Alllanco and
Victory, The grounda had beon secured and the cornerstone € the
nonucent was laid on October 18, 1881, curing the centoanicl

obsorvance of the Sisge of Yorktown, to bho comploted four years

[, 18 t¢tachment to Regional Chicf of Gperations I, Rosze 5.

8
mexorandum to the Superintendent, Colonial MIP, doted

the National Park Systonm,"



later. This gave fulfillmont to the resolution of the Contineatel
Congress dated October 29, 1781, in which a call hed been nade for

such a ccaomemorative shaft,

The Scnate Committee on Militery Affairs, which considercd the Lill
looking toward the erection of the Lonument fn its report of lfarch 18,
1880, was of the opinion that it would be "unwise to adcpt a precedent"
which would look to the ercction by the "National Govorrment" of commcuio-
rative monuments of "revolutionary events' believinz that “as a

rule, such monuxments shall be erected by tho states, counties,

cities, towns, or communities.” The ccamittee, howover, found "no
difficulty in making this an exception” since **The surreader at
Yorktown was the crowning succezs of the revolution, and its cvent
should be comnemorated by national zuthority,' Furthoermore it wac

tho opinion of the Commitiee that "therc is no hetter tine than the
prescnt,.,to carry cut the resolve.Z;f 17337 by the necessary

appropriation,”

It 45 of $ntorest in tho directicn of conscrvation and intespretation
that when the bill6 to carry out the recoluticn of 1731 reeched the
Scnate 'on April 1, 1830, it was dircoted that the langusge of its
title be changed froa ",...a nonuncntal celumn at Yorktown, Virginia,

and for other purposes” to "...a moaumontal column at Yoriitown,

68, Xouse Resolution No, 3066,



Virginia, and to stimulate historic interest in the battle~-fieclds

of the war of the Revolution."7

The 1781 resolution was not implemconted until the centennial
celebration although in 1884 the citizens of Yorktcwn asked for a
fulfillment of the pledge, The matter was bofore Congzrose thon and
again in 1830 when it was pointod out that "no cvont in our history
is more worthy of commemoration than that which crowned the
American-revolution with succoss and -triumph,” A new movenment for the
building of the Monument got: underway, -with comsiderable public
supporty dn 1875 and 1876 arnd this culminated in the Centennial
Celebration which featured the cornerstone laying of the now
memorial, It was pronounced coaplecte in Januzry 1885? ircluding

a granite pavement irmmediately enclosed with a simple iron fence,
The grounds adjoining- were encompascoed by arnother fence, thic of

wood,

For some time an Army enlisted mar was dotailed as "keeper" of the
Monumont, Efforts looking toward the establishmont of a reguler
position of watchman were unsucceseful as wore moves to construct
quarters for the purpose, The matter was before Corngress on sov=

eral occasions in the late 1880%s, A Houze of Representctives bill

7 House Resolution No, 396G,
8, ™Yorktown Monument to the Alliance and Victory,” o mimcozraphed
statement by Charles E, Ilatch, Jr, (revisioa of 1959),



introduced on January 10, 1887, would have, had it passed, led to
the purchase of the Nelson House at Yorktown for & sum not
exceeding $5,000 for "the use of the keepsr of the Yorktown

Monument,"

There had been private efforts at historical markings and
monumentalization prior to public efforts, One in particular
seems pertinent here. It is reported that by gift John VW, Davis
of Richmond was inztrumental in the placement of & ghaft of white
marble on a base of James River granite, Stending 13-fecet high it
carried the inscription:

"Erected the 19th day of October, 1£6Q, by the

.regimental and company cfficers of the Twenty-first

Regiment of Virginia militia of Gloucester County,

and of the voluntear company attached hereto, to

mark the spot-of the surrender of Corawallis® sgword

on the 19th of COctober, 1781,"
This could well have been the first Yorktown monument and is
supposed to have had a short life falling victim to relic hunters
in the Union and Confederate armies during the Civil War.r All

traces of it were lost,

Some decades later another shafi, crude in character, wac erccted
near the same gpot which had been solected in 1800, Its lecation, neur
tho later National Cemetery, was daterminod, it is reported, I{rom iracesn
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of trees planted to mark the spot by William Nelson. eon of
Thomas Nelson, Jr.,, about 1847, and by ballast stones dating fronm
the Lafayotte visit in 1824, This,; placed after the turn of the
20th Century, was the work of Mr, Shaw thon Superintendent of the
National Cemetery, It, too, disappcared, being dismantled, it is
said, in the interest of historical accuracy sone twenty years

lnter?

The Park idoa of 1882, despite defoat then, remained & hope, In
June 1890 an official party made up of members of Congress,
representatives of tho Carpenters Association of Philadelphia and
others journeyed to Yorktown to inspect the completed lMonument (o
victory and alliance, The group also took "into concideration tho
subject of acquiring the licore and Nalson mansions at Yorktown with
the grounds therecto attached,” The committee that dealt with tho
matter considered that it could not "rccommoend tco strongly the
securing of this historic spot by the general government," Lention
was made of the earlier New Jersoy action, In Cctobor 1850 tho
Carpenters Coppany of Philadelphia fully supported this pocition
emphasizing that: ",..the Government should secure the Tecnple farn

and the historic Moore House to be preserved and placed in charge

9s A foature story on the "0ld Yorktown lionument.e.e'" by Lrnest C,
Pollard in Richmond Times-Disnatch, Sunday, January 11, 1931,
with picture of tke Shaw chaft,

10



of an official to take care of the proporty and pay proper atteantion
to visitors,” The endorsomont continued with the oxprossion 2hat
the Moore House "should be secured by the Governmont and opened ©

the public."lo

In 1892 a bill similar to that of 1882 was {utroduced in the United
States Scnate having been urged by the logislatures of New Jersoy,
Virginia, Marvlend, Chio, and North Carolina as well os by the
Patriotic Bons of Amorica, the Carpenferu Acssociation of Philadeliphia,
and the Daughtors of 1776, T7his mcasure pointed out that the torms
arranged at the Moore lNowse oa October 18, 1781, “virtuslly con=
stituted a deod to Aﬁarlcnn indepondencs,” that the G000 zeres of
"Temple Farm'" on which the house stood were undivided ard in a
single ownership and further that the old Noore House™ “stonds in
good state of proeservation,” The bill's preamble erred, however,
in its assunption that it was "the headquarters of Ceneral
Washington, General Lafayotte, and Count de Rochznieau funcidictely

before and duxlhs the time of Cernwallia® surrender,"

Tho existonce of the Monument arnd the Notional Cemotery in rather
dotached location was ono of the argumcats advanced to premote nddie

tional Federal holdings in tho battleficld, The provicion fpr a

10, sto [+) o & Erecteg bv the Unzted Sinton
Government to Commemoratin the Close of the Nuvoluticravy Wor
at Yorktown,,..(Philadelphia, 1€20), ppe. 8-4, 23-26,

11



road to link Temple Farm with these sites end the Yorktown wharf
was stricken from the bill which placed a monetary ceiling of

$170,000, for the Temple Farm project,

Boomingly, dospite public support, this 1802 bill did not move
boyond the Sonate®s Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds nor
did an idontical House version of the bill have much more success

in 1803,

There appears to be no direct relationzhip between this and the
unsuccessful House measure in 1894 to vurchasae the Melcon House,
Sone of the language of this bill, however, chowed the growinzg
awareness of the need for consorvation, It spoke of the rcsidsance
being "a solid brick structurec,..5till in a good state of
preservation™ and closely associlated with the Yorktown Dattlefield,
General Thomas Nelson ("one of the central figures in the fineal act
of the drama which closed the struggle for Amerilcan indcpendence on
that historic field”), the 1781 bombardmeat, its occupzancy by
British officers and ite association, in 1824, with the liarquis de
Lafayette, It was carefully pointed out that:

such monuments of those eventful days are fast

passing away before the corroding touch of tire, and

it is eminently proper that they should te preserved

as menorials more precious than any that art could

produce and should boccne tho coruion propoerty, oven

12



as the momorles they recall are the common heritage,

11
of the American people.

The Temple Farm "perk" idea continued allve despite the Congressionzl
failure to act, In 1889 bills identical with those before Conzress
severzal years earlier were introduced in Houso and Senate as well as
in the next cession in 1902, But, even with the added voice of the
Utah legislature, it was all to no avail at thig time, It failed yet.
again in 1804. Perhaps drawing on latent intorcst, in 1012 the then
active Yorktown Historical Society invited the Ecnate to attead the

"annual" celebration of the Surrcnder,

Tho activity of the 1830's and 18950's was in the stroom of e
developing consclonce for histaical preservation at the TFedoral level
which saw military parke estchlishod at Antietom and at Chickanacuza and

Chattanooga in 1890, at £hilch in 1894, GCotitysburg in 1805, and

&)

Vicksburg in 1808, An Executive Order of June 22, 18392, purcusant to

an act of Congress of 18389, rescrved frem the npublic dencin the
"Casa Grande Ruing' in Arizona and, ia 1886, the "Natlenal Ccuetery

1lla
of Custer's Battlefield Reservation' was prceclaimed, National

11, House Resolution No, 554G.

lla, The Ford Theater where Lincoln was assassinated was acquired by tho
Federal Government in 18G0 althcugh the purpose, and use, which
notivated this hardly gives it a niche in the story of concorvation
and preservaticn, The Lincoln !luseun was still decades awcy in
concept and actuality,

13



Cenatarics had already been developed at various Civil War batilelicla

arees, including Yorktown, following the authorization ect c¢f July 17, 1862,

The dedication of the Soldiers Natiomal Cecmetery was the cccasion for
Lincoln®s Gottysburg Addrecs, As a metter of fact ¢ho movemant thet

led to Gettysburg Nationzal Military Park astually began Just o fow mzonths
afteor tho battlo with the formation of the Codiyspurg Battielield
Memorial Asscciation (April 30, 1854) which was in & positiea in 18D

to transfor its considerable acquisitions and responsibilities (680
acrea, 17 miles of roadas ond 320 monumonts and marlers) to the Federal
Governnent., The work of the Aszociation had heen dedicated to cormezow
rating "thae great deeds of valor, crdurance, and nokle self so ritics,

and to perpatrate the merory of the horces, and tho sizral events

which render the battlegrounds illustrious."llb

A full-fledzed proposal for a Yorlitown Nationzal Militory Pork reachcd
Congress in 1521, Identical mossures were introduced inteo House and
Senate, in the former by Valter H, Nowtoa of Miuwnecota and iz tho
latter by Frank B, Kellozg of Minncsota, The stated preposal vwas "to
cozmexorate the campalgn eand siege of Yorktown, Virginiz, and to pro-
sorve the history of the oconflicts and oporationc of the camplizn on
the ground where it wvas carried on,.." Thisz would heve, 4 1t had

passed, sot aside an arca of scme sovon square miles, as.boungod in

11h, Gattyshury Natiopal Militory Pork by Frederick Tilberp, KHetisnal
Park Sarvice llistorical Handboolr, Scriss ko, 94 Goveranznt
Printing Office, Washinzten, 1259, pe. 350,
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the bill, The right of cminent domain would have bzen svoked by the
Secrotary of War where nacecsary and "voluntary coaveyence" f£ziled.
Controlled leasing and coccupancy would have becn pernitted wheres no
quostion of ownership was affccteds Park affalrs would huve bsaa &n

the hands of three comaissiloners named by the Secretary of War, Ono

of these would have noeded ¢0 ke a membar of the Daughters of the
American Revolution and one of the Scciety of the Sons of the Rovolution,
The restoration of "forts and lines ¢f forcification” wos anticipated &s
well as a warking progrem ead "rostoring the field to ila conditlon at

the time of the battleee.”

This moasure failod of pessage and was foliowod by one calling for an
invootigation of "the Loasibllity of eateblinhing a national mlliliary
park in and about Yorktown," Such a meesure passed the Doucs of
Ropresontatives on Feb}unry 19, 1023, &nd went on to bocome lzw, A
gpooific Yorktown militery park bill was back in the House in 1824,
This was very similar to that of 1821 althoush the proposcd throo=-
member commission to operate the park did net specifically rogulre mem-

bership from any patriotic sccioty or groups It falled of pacstge.

Yot another House bill to eatablish Yorktown Nationmal Military PerXk,

this by Congrecsmon S, Otis Bland on December 2, 1524, wos

o

This was a comprehensive moasure that rzn soze 12 printed pajes. It
eabodied the rosults of the ctudy cuthorized by the zet opiroved on
¥arch 2, 1923, and incorporated roduced 1limits and two parcels {oinlizng

15



231 acres.12 The right of condemnation where neceszsary was still

a part of the bill, but stated effortslto work with private holders
were also contemplated, It was expressly stipulated that no cttempt
wouldybe made to prevent the erection;ﬁnd oporation of tﬁo propased
Yorktown Hotel or the completion and preservation of the golf 1inké
of the Yorktown Hotel Company, This bill went to the Committeo on
Military Affairs where it came to rest, .At the tiue when Mr, Bland
filed this bill he also filed the first measure looking toward the
Yorktown Sesquicentonnial in 1831, It called for a Commissioﬁ and

commemoration by special postage stanps and silver 50¢ coin issues,

In 1925 a War Dapartment report recommending the ectablishment of
military parks throughout the country included Yorktown, Thiz, if
carried out, would have brought a park along the lines of that

oxisting at Gettysburg,

In 1925 there was considerable interest, as reported in the

Richmond Timea-anpatch on May 20, in "The nafional uovement for
the restoration and perpetuation of the battlefield of Yorkiown /[oz/
is being actively directed by three organizatione/'The Yorktown
Trinity”7: The Yorktown Historical Sociecty, the World Forum of

Freedom at Yorktown, and the Yorktown Country Club,"” There wcre

12, The commission report was made on January 14, 1524, and pub=-
liched as a part of the hearing on House Eesolution No, 0521,

68th Congress, lst Session,

16



organizational and publicity nceetings zo woll as ettenpis to set
up state, national, end even international groups.ls The activity
bocame designated as "The Yorktown Monuzent" which was, also, the
subjoect of a brochure issued by the three sponsoring Yorktown
orgcnizations from their executive offices in New York City. The
tonument was dedicated to "the restoration and perpetuation of
Yorktown."™ 1Its brochure related that this town "witnecsed the
crowning victory of the Revolutionary War...This glorious victory
coapleted the independence of the American coloniez and assured
the establishment of the United States...Yorktbwn é;é; e place oi

universal interest and etornal inportance."lsa

The activity wes not destined to marked success, Tengible
evidencos took the form of the long-standing frzme of the ncver
finished Yorktown Hotel ("Yorktown lanor"), of the establishzent
of the Yorktown Golf Course which was to endure for twenty yecars,
and to the Yorktown Colebration on October 19, 1825, The pro-

motional aspects of the movement earnod such headlines as thati in

13. Richnmond Times-Dispateh, iay 12, 1923,
13a. "Scrap Dock: Yorktown Country Club, Yorktown, Virginia" begun oy
Joseph D. Evans (1824) and continued tc 1026 then boing p
H. R. Conner (photographs, nowspaper elippings, correspirne
programs, advertisements), in the files of Colonial XNiutlcnal
Historical Park, Yorktown, Va,.
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the Baltimore Sun on October 31, 1926--"Hietoric Yorktown Millionaire
Playground,” The three sponsoring organizations did nct loang

nurvtve.l4

The still unsuccaessful Yorktown park bill wag introduced in somewhat
altered form early in *he lat Session of the €9th Congress

(Decenber 7, 1925) by Mr, Walter H, Newton of Minnesota, Two months
later Mr, Bland was back again with his blil but it falled again as
did that of Mr, quton. Undaunted, howaver, kKr, Bland was back on
January 27, 1927, with a new bill for a new approach, This time he

wanted a grant of authority to "authorize the location of hiztorle

14, As reported in the Richmond Neows Loader, May 20, 1925:

The function of the Yorktown Historical Society is to intarpret
and disseminate the facts of history asscciated with Yorktown;
and to preserve and universaliza the ideals of liberty, cacality
and fraternity vouchsafed to &all mankind throu"h the achiove-
ment of the independence of America, :

Thae function of the World Forum of Freedem is to provide ot
Yorktown a world assenbly, havinz deliberate, consultative and
advisory powers, Its purposoe is ike discussion end conziderat
of eccnomic, educaticnal, historical and political p"oblo 3
object 1s the development of naticnal understanding end 4
national good will; itz mission i3 the fostering cf the ¢
of liberty, the advancermont of tho czuse of freodom, znd t
motion of hunan welfare throughout the world,

The function of the Yorktowvn Country Club ia to crea*e a-living
nenorial to the Revolutioanary patriots who Fouzht fo A‘-.zcun
independence at Yorktown; to heautify and maintein tho histercice
battlefield of Yorktown in perpetuity; to providaz Luf*ao;e
accommodations and pleasing recrcations for patriotic visitors
to this national shrine, &nd to constitute 2 vitally intorested
wonbership as hereditary custodians of Yorittown for posterity.

18



points at Yorktown, Virginia, and for a survey with a view to the
establishment of a national military park at the said place.,” On
the same day in another bill he proposed the acquisition of the
Noore House and certain other propert& at Yorktown and the cstabe
lishment of the sane as a natiocnal monument, This he followed in two
weeks with an smended bill of like intent, A stated reason was that
the propsrty was in imminent dangoer of getting into the vrong hands
as it was “now Bubjoct to sale, and ray be sold at any time" and it
‘rightfully "should be owned, presorved, marked, and cared for by the
United States as a national nmonument,”" Vhon this measure falled,
kr, Bland brought it back again on January 26, 1828, adding that the
property at any time "may be destroyed or materially changed,” But

success was not to reward this effort either,

Actually the property was on the verge of being made into a

subdivision and the Moore House; itself, appeared to be in danger of
domolition, Fortunately at this juncture, Mr, John D, Rockefeller, Jr.,
stepped in and purchased the historic house znd a small arca about

it in order that it might be preserved for zny such action as Congress

might take,

The year 1928 was, however, a successful year for the legislation
authorizing the Sesquicentennial Celebrations A commission to fore
mulate and submit plans was approved by joint resolution of Ilouse aund
Senates In the meanwhile late in 1929 the War Depariment rcported
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on its study of the Nation's battlefields undertaken as the result of
an act of 1926 calling for a survey for "commemorative purpéees.ﬁl4a
This was a survey of those areas not yet set aside or treated conmem=
oratively and a classification system had been worked out previously,
in 1925, by the Army War Collegze, This had stemmed from a rash of
measures to commemorate battlefields with more than twenty Eills being
introduced in Congress from 1923 to 1923 calling for the establishment
of national military parks, Thosa in Class 1 (there were four clacses)
wore deemed "worthy of commemoration by the custablishment of national
military parks,” Tho report listed two such areac in thie class,
Saratoga and Yorktown, In tho case of Yorktown it was pointed out that
the next step was the appropriation of $8,000 to make the "survey to
determine the cost of establishing 2 national military park...."l5
Legislation to implement this was introduced :..to the House by
Representative Lister Hill of Alabama in April 1930, This, however,
in the case of Yorktown, was destined to give way to other messures
pending or in the making, When the Secretary of War made another ro-

port on the battlefield studies in December 1830 there was referenco

to the now approved Colonial mezasure and it was stated that: "No

14a, It is of particular note that Lt, Col, Howard 1L, Landors of the
Historical Section of the Army VWar College was dotailed in fugust
1827 to carry on studies and investigationz relative torthe Var
Department®s responcibilities under this 1026 act, It was Landers
who authored tho volume, The Virginia Carmpailrsn 2nd the Rlochkede and
Siece of Yorktown 1781, published by the Coverament Printing Office
in 1931 as Senate Document No, 273, 71st Congress, 3rd Scssion,~

15, Senate Document No, 46, 71st Congress, 2nd Sesscion,
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action would be taken by the War Department to commemorate the Battle of
Yorktown, 80 long as the question of including the battleground in the

Colonial National Monument is being investigated by the Interior Department,”

The Yorktown element of the Colonial idea was the first in the fiold'
springing out of the Centennial observance in 1881, This is rather
interesting since in point of time; and in thought at least, it vwas
within a decade of the Yellowstone Park idea, Interest in the Jaxestown
element of the Colonial idea came to the fore as thouchts turned to
observance of the 300th anniversary of the first permanent English

cettlement there in 1607,

On March 3, 1902, a measure was introduced into the licuse of
Representatives that called for the acgquisition of Jamestowrn izland
"and appurtenances” and the creation of "The Janestown National Park™ %o
be placed "undexr the control of the Becretary of the Interior,” A&lready
the United States had beon instrumental in the construction of @ cub-
ctantial seawall along the James River edge of the Islend about which
Congress directed an accounting in 1904, The provisions of the bill
implied that the area could be operated by a "reputable historic, pres=-
ervation, or archaecological organization" if properly limited or coxn-
trolled,” It recognized the nead for "examinations, excavations, and
the gathering of objects of interest,” It, also, rccognized the noed
for construction of facilities for "the accomnodation of the publig'-
and envisioned an expenditure that could reach $300,000,
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The 300th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown, it waa pointed
out, would be observed in 19207 with "living cercmonies" which would
be "under the lead of the State of Virginia,” All of this was right
and proper since, it was pointed out, "the first permarent English
settlement within the.boundaries}ot the present Unitcd States of
America waszs made on the peninsula of Jamestown,.e"” Certsinly

" esthe birthplace of Anglo-Saxon civilization in the western world
should be taken into the ¢are of the National Govermment, saved from
destruction, and thrown open to the American people as a memorial of
one of the most signal events in the history of the world...."
Moreover it "was the scene of important operations during both the
Rovolutionary and the Civil Wars, of which latter conspiclous forti-
fications still remain,.," Time was of some urgency, too, since "the
conplete obliteration of this historic site is threatened by the
elements” which already had "converted the peninsula into an island”
and buried many of the original foundations under the encroaching

rivor.16

Tnis blll went to .the Committee on Military &ffatirs and seemingly died
there, It was, in its original f{orm, intrcduced 4n the House czair in
April 1904 to suffer, the second time, a sare fate, A 1907 celebration

measure had more success and this passed on March 3, 1905, Trkeact

16, H.R, No, 12,142,
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provided for an observance of the birth of the American nation by
holding an international naval, marine, and military celebratiocn in
the vicinity of Jamestown on tho waters of the Hemptcn Recads., It

also called for the appropriation of:

Firty.thousand dollars, for a permanent monument upon the
pl&co of the firct permanent English settlement at Jamestowa,
Virginia, and in commexoration théreof; the sale é;itg7 and
design to be selocted by e ConEiasien theoreinafter noued,
saiiont u M Barany President, Provided, that the
site be donated to the United States by proper deed.

This docd, a donation by the Associztion for the Proservation of

Virginia Antiquities, was forthcoming on July 25, 1806, to the extent

of 1,26 acres, This was the first Federal holding at Jozestown in

the area now embraced in the Park, It was deeded to the United States

of America as a site on which "to erect, keep and meintain,..2 monuzent

17 '

commenorative of the birth of the American Nation,,.."  The monumoent,

the Jamestown Tercentenary lMonument, was erected in 1207, tho enniversary

year, This year, too, was the occasion for construction of the federally
A 17a \

financed Reat (Relic) House in the Associatilon's Janestown grounds, &

convenience for expected travelers,

On iMay 28, 1608, a special billl introcduced in the Houss cslled for

the sum of $10,000 to aid in the crectiorn of a memorial monuaent atl

Janestown by the Pocahontas ienorial Association of the Unlwad

17. Froa the deod,. 8 copy in the filos of Colonial NiiP,

17a. Tho Rolic Housa wes renovated for asscmbly purposes and roencucd tho
Thoaas Dale Meeting Eouse in 19863 by thoe Association,
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States, a national organization created in 19206 for the specifio
purpose of erecting an appropriate memorial to Pocahontas, Guaran=-
tees would neod to ho arranged, howsver, before any funds could be
turned over to the_Association treasurer, Charles C, Glover, This
was the first of a number oif such measures for this purpose, none of
which succeeded, In 1906 the ohjective was the erection of tho

memorial "in connection wlth the 1507 exposition' then being planned,

This proposal, in the same form, was introduced again in January 1907
and a month later its form was changed to be a momorial commemorating
"the preservation of the first.permanent =eltlement of the English-
speaking people ‘'on the Western Hemisphere, at Jamestown,,.through the
gracious intervention of the Indian princess Pocahontas,"” The thought
aow was to ercct it "on the grounds of the forthcoming Janastown
Exposition" by May 1, Two weaks later, however, a new bill was intro-~
duced to place it at Jamestown rather than on the expesition grounds,
All of these were House bills that went to the Committesa on the

Library and seeningly were laid to rest there,

In 1908 two bille were introduced in the Senate for the ceneral
purpose of aiding in erecting the Pocahontas Monument but now in the
anount of $5,000 and one did pass on May 7, 1908, The artist,
William Oxrdway Patridge had completed his work, but only half of his
$10,000 was in sight, This measure w2s on a ratching funds basis and
placed all “responsibility for tﬁe care, keeping, and preservipg” of
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the monumont on the Focahontas lomorial Assosziation. The three House
versions of this measure in early 1908 wero not as successiul. Tals
was as closo to pascage as the measure ccae deospite & nucber ¢f later
tries frem 1909 to 1917, In the 1902 and 1911 bills there was
reference to "ccapleting” the monuient and there was the fcutura of

matching funds,

In 1011, a bill calling for the esteablighment of "The Jaaesiown
National Park," almost identical with earlier bills, was before:
Congreass. It pointed to the fact that such acticn was nececsary
since "knowledge. of tho history and respect of the trzdition of a
Nation by its citizons conduce to love of country, civic prilde, and
loyalty to established institutions." This new effort also died in

Committe@.

From 1012  to 1917 the Senate soveral times considered a nmeccure desitned

to provido "an iron picket fcnce around the Jeaestoem lMznuaent” os pro-

posed by the Treasury Dopartment, in whose custody 1t was, Luat thic cliost

never succeeded in possage. The matter o? Jemestown, $ts proservatien
and message, continued, too, frem time to tinme to be called to the
attention of Congress as when onx July 29, 1919, Ceongresstman 8. Otis

Bland introduced & House Resolution calling for that body, vion it

0
L2

adjourned on the next day, July 30, to do zo "in cczucmoration

the threo-hundredth anniversary of the first session of the first

D
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legislative assembly which ever mot in America,” this being "jointly
considered as one of the great events in the history of this

Ropublic and the world,"

Although not successful there was a new approach to the Jamestown
park idea in 1921, 'A Jjoint resolution was entered in the Houso and
Senate calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury to name a com=-
mission to investigate and npprai;e the value of Jamestown Island
and to make reccmmendatlones relative to 1its purchase since it was
where the first permanent English sottlement in America had been
made and the place where "Anglo-Saxcn institutions,..first cobtained
their permanent foothold in the Rew World,"” Besides "this historic
spot not only possesses a unique interest in the sacred tradition of
this Nation, endoared alike to the North and South; East and West,
but also recalls in a singular manner the common ties of blood and
language which unite us with the mother country,; and which have been
reunited and strengthensd by more than a century of unbroken pezce
smes” 1t did not scem right to allow the contirued exposure of the
area "to the vicisesitudes of private ownership, the temptations of
money-making enterprises, and the physical destructions by the

orosive agencies of nature,”

In 1922 the first of several measures was introduced calling for the

construction of a "public wharf at Jamestown"” and the "laying of a
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granolithic walk” from the wharf to the monument, This effort

peraisted almost annually until 1927,

Even though the Colonial Park idea in 1930 brolie new ground in
concept it built on the considerable thinking that had preccded it
in regard to Jamestown and to Yorktown and even in regard to the
connecting roadways that the Cramton measure specifiad, The.unigué
and close relationship of Jamestown, Williamsburg, and Yorktown, so
fully stated in 1930, was as a matter of record recognized as egrly
as 1909 when the Commom Council of the City of Williamsburg, on
January 9 of that year, moved that action be taken to connecct thown
by & roadway, The council resolved that Virginia®s Senators and the
district®s representative in Congress "be reguested to secure an
appropriation for the buflding of a nmaczazdanized road connecting the
hiatoric plécos of Jamegstown on the Jamos River =ad Yorktown on the
York river, a distance of about 20 miles,” The Councilmen folt with
“confidonce that the American people.,.would justify this expendi-
ture as’'a patriotic duty, thus connecting. the first permancat
settlement of the English speaking pecople on this continent and the

birthplace of American liberty,"

Evidently rather pro=zmpt action followed this resolutica’ for ox.
February 27 the York County Supervisors "unqualifiedly endorsed" a
bill which Represcntative John Lamb had introduced late or January 25
roquosting a federal appropriation of $100,000 to build a militcory
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road from Yorktown to Jamestown, It was early in 1910 that theo James
City County Supervisors endorsed the project, The occasion was the

expected visit of a Congressional Committee, It was planned that the
Comnittee would domo down in mid-kiay "for the purpose of viewlng the
public roads from Jamestown to Yorktown, looking to the bullding ard

establishing of a military road betwesn said points,”

The Lanb measure of 1909 called for the Secretary of War "to construct
a suitable military road, with necessary bridges, out of such materi-
als as may be found most suitable and best fitted.,” The road was to
follow "the most convenient and feasible route between said points,”
The Office of Public Roads of the Department of Agriculture would be
delegated the survey and construction supervision responsibilities,
Consent of local governing bodies would be required prior tc con-
struction and "free offers of all necessary rights of way” would be
encouraged, The bill went to the Committee on Military Affairs where
it seeningly found a home and a second introduction of the measure on

Barch 27 had the same fates

It would appear that little came of this, or of the noext action by
the James City Suporvisors, On Novembor 1, 1910, they oppointed

D, Warren Marston, ono of their own nuaber, to meot with representa=-
tives from Williamsburg and York County "to formulate and further

the project of building a military road fron Jamestown to Yorktown,"
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The Congressional bill of 1911 accomplishad no more.l8 Thece actions,
however, seem to constitute the inception of the idea that become the
Colonial Parkway when 1t was proposed 20 yeare later, Thus, it came

out of the area=-=-a product of the local people,

The Colonial park idea, calling for the preservation of Jamestown and
Yorktown along with Williamsburg and the recognition of the contirnuity
and interlocking nature of thelr messages, developed into full maturity
in the late 1920%s, In its adopted form it seemingly grew independ=-
ently from.two directions at about the same tinme both pérhaps sparked
by numerous earlier proposals, Consequently the credit and honor for
originating the concaept that succeeded 18 shared between Villlam E,
Carsong who at the time was Chairman of the Virginia Commission on
Conservation and Development, and Kenneth Chorley, then heading the
Villiamsburg Holding Corporation, the organizational forcbear-. of

Colonial Williamsburg,

Eoth men were close to the scene and in a pozition to be aware of the
conditions in the Janestown=Yorktown area which threatened to destroy
existing irreplaceable historic values, They were &ble to give con=

crete expression to the general concern and awareness that various

18, Fred Frechette, "Motorists on Parkway Will Travel on Drecam"
in Richmond Times~Dispatch, September 30, 1956, Ecction D, p. 1,
There was a similar story in the Newport News Daily Pracs ou the
same dates The writer, also, had access to lr, Frechette's
notas,
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individuals and patriotic organizations had evinced for the area
for some time, "Bqually plain /to themn/ werae the chances of com=-
mercial exploitation.and virtual destruction of its original features,

Something needgd to be done and that without delay."19

On July 13, 1928, Mr, Chorley visitod Yellowstons National Park

where, at Old Faithful, he saw Horace Albright who was Superintendont
of that area and soon (January 12, 1920) to become Director of the
National Park Service, They talked in dotail of Janestown, Yorktown,
and Williamsburg (particularly of the activities of the Williansburg
Eolding Corporation) at this meeting and on several other occasions in
the immediate months which followed, Mr, Albright later coxmented
that: "It appears that sometime during these visits with lr, Chorley
I talked to him about the idea which grew into the Colonial Natioral

Monument plan,”

Consequently when Mr, Albright received William E, Csrson's
memorandum of March 26, 1929, carefully stating the Colonial comncept,
he viewed it as a significant and "curious coincidence" since
"Mr, Carson®s suggestions were renarkably like Mr, Chcrley's, which
I alrecady had in my possession,.,."

The most inportant effect of the Carcon memorandun was

that it set everything in rotion, I had alrcady given

19, Colonial National Monument, Historjeal Notes, I, lo, 1
(Ja-n.-FGb., 1932)9 PPe 2-3,
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somo thought to the suggostions of Mre Chorley, %Thorefore,

vhen Mr, Carson submitted his excellent surgestions, I fo-

nadiately took tho matter up with the Secrotary /of tho

Interior, Ray Lyman Wilbur/, whose rcactios vos most

favornblo.zo
The 1doa had beon sozo time in tho making with Xr, Corcon, whosa
Virginia Comnaigsion h&d anong $ts rosponsibilities its charge to pre-
sorve Virginia histqry. 1t was in Jonuary 1923 that & delczation 2ron
the Poninsula, hoadod by Scnator Gaxon W, Holt and &ssordlyman Ashton
Dovell, appeared bofore the Coumiséion on Congcrvation £nd Davelozront
to urgo the State to acGuire Jamestown lsland, “This loc to a con=-
sideration of tho advisability of rmaking a park of Jamsctowvn leslarnd,
Inovitably this bocame involvad in tho thinlipng of preszervation
needs at Yorktown and in Williamsourg,

These threo famous shrines, Janestown, ?illicusburg and

Yorktown, wore in men's pidds es plocos that should be narked

for thae benefit of future genarations, but whiolly uzncon-

nooted, Ca tho dotaila trere was gonoral disagreemcnt,

Most poople thought that the state ghould own onz, the

el
Oritod States another, tho Roclkefecller Foundatifon tho third, St

20, A lotter from Albrizght to H, J, Eckenrodo datod Joawuary 13, 1023,
" in NPS Vashington Offico filcc,
21, "Origin of tho Colonial National Monument," a raauscript papor
propared by H, J. Eckenrode, precuzcbly in 1923: ¢ copy is in
NPS VWaghington Offico files,
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Coordination and definition was needed and at this juncture the Carson
proposal reachod Mr, Albright, It called for "an historic national
park in Virginia, including Jamestown, Willicmsburg and Yorktown,”
Be pointed out that:

These three areas, which are closely adjacent, if

combined in an historic national park or state and

national park, would present to the nation and to the

world many of the most salient facts associated with

the dirth of the nation and the birth of the nation's

1‘b.rt1°s. eoe

How wonderful if the National Govermment would saense

this opportunity and conserve the values contributed froa
the past through the presont to the future, It would
appoeal not alone to all liberty loving Americans, but

to those who throughout the world love liberty and the
shrines of 1liborty and the traditions by which the early

history of our country 1is onriched,

1£ thoe opportunity which now facos us in viow of the
ovonts whioh will be recalled in 1932 ic not taken
advantage of, we will then have lost the psychological
advantage and incentive which com2s only once in the

century of a Nation®s 1lifo,
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Ar, Carson was well aware of the prograss being macde in Willicmsburg
by Mr, John D, Rockofeller and he vrote that: ‘“'This work will cost
many millions of dollars, 1t is one ¢f tho most spoctacular, extens
sive, and interasting picces of restoration that has cver been

attemptod.zz

Mr, Carson®s proposal reached very roceptlée cars in the porson of
Mr, Albright who vas quite willing to "think this over’ and to give
his "roactions.” Ko replied on YMarch 27 that "l an delighted with
your letter about the Jamestown, Williamsburg, Yorktown propcsition,
1 am certainly going to show it to the Secretary at the first
opportunity,” On the sama day Mr, Albrishz wrote Mr, Chorley coa=
nenting that Mr, Carson "zakes &n alnost ideatical propositioz

{28 yours/, except that ho s not brinzing in the idea of connccting

roads or Darkwayo."23

Having received encouragement, Mr, Cargsoa want to work with virnor 2s
did r, Albright, Theroe wers somc formideble hurdles, State and
fedoral authorities needcd to bo won over as did Corpgrces and the
Virginia Assex=bly, Thore wag, also, the.mattor of izortiz in maay
quartors, Mr, Albright fouad Socretary of the lnterior Wilbur

recoptive and he gave the idea his eanction, Il¢ was

22, "Origin of the Colonial Naticnal Moauwmznt,” ppe. 4-7, -
23, Llotter of Dircctor Lorace. M., Albright to lUr, Heazzth Chorley,
‘a copy e in NPS Vashington OfZice files,
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persuasive and halpful, too, in gotting the support of President
Rerbert Hoover, Mr, Carson proved equally succeszful in enlisting the
aid of then Virginta Governor llarry F, Byrd as woll as Governor-Elect

Joha Garland Pollard,

There was more work to be done, however, and in Novenbor 19239 ir, Carson
promoted a visit of congressmen and others to the arca to give ghem a
firsthand view of the possibilities, This group, with Dr, I, J,
Eckenrode and Col, Bryan Conrad of the Virginia Comnission acting as
"guides and advisors,*” included Represontetive Louis C, Cramton of
Uichigan who was Chairnan of the llouse Subcommittee on Appropriations,
During this visit Mr, Cramton was completely won to the idea which he
described as "a meoorial to the Colonial period.,” His owvn thoujzht
about what became the Colonjal Parkway was: "I would like the visitor
to Jamestown to be able to drive on to Williamsburg and to Yorktown,
without the inmpression of the early days being drivca from his mind by
a succession of hot dog stands and tire signs, etc,, along the hijzn-
ways and honce would like a new highway as a part of the now park, on
a strip sufficiontly wide to protoct it by trees chutting out all

conflicting wmodern development,..’

Soon after return to Washington, Yr, Cramton called a mesting in his
office and Messrs, Carson, Chorley, and Albright were there, With the
technical aid of tho Service's Arthur Demaray and George A, loskcy

the frame of a bill was drafted ond later tested, by Yr, Carsonm, azmong
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varjous Virginia leaders and newspaper editors, Aftor porsuasion that
it would give the bill a more national appocal and with the support of
Virginia Congressuwen asgsured, Mr, Cramton agreed to introduce the bill
in Congress which he did in the House of Reprecentatives on January 10,
1030, Congroessmen Schuyler Otis Bland and Andrew J, liontague of
Virginia’s First and Third Districts, in which the Park would 1lay,
oendorsed this procedure, The bill was referrod to tho Committeo on
Public Lands and in turan to the Departmont of the Interior, All

reports wore favoradble,

Now some opposition began to crystalize, particularly in the
¥illiansburg area, Thore was concern for Acsociation for the
Pregservation of Virginia Antiquities property at Jamestown, There was
concern, too, over the possible removal of taxable property in large
anounts by the Fedoral Governnment in the City of Williomsburg, Lr,
Cramton and othors sought to deoal with thosoe obJjoctions, ably and
vigorously voiced by Judge Frenk Armistoad and Mr, Channing M, Hall
particularly in a public moeting on Aprid 21, 1830, Mr, W. A, EBozurth
of Williamsburg presonted a petition in favor of the park bill which
vas strongly supported in the presentation by Dr, W, A, R, Goodwin, a
loyal supportor of the project from its beginaing and one who did im-

portant work in the "molding of public opinfon” and in kcoping alive
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“the truo conception of tha progre=m,’” IHis ideas, too, ''probebly
causcd Ur, ZBohn D;7 Rockefeller's support at Willlazaburg in tha

first 1nstnnco."24

Tho maftor of tho "Williamsburg rovolt" was unresolved, Lovwever, &ni e
publio hoaring in Washington wzs neccocsary, This was oan May 6, 1930,
and a conpromise amondment on the mettor of laad end texes, proposed
by Ur, Cramton, proved the solution, Tne comprouise languace wag:
That condemnation proceodings hereoin provided for shall not
b2 had, exorcised, or rasorted to &8s to lands bolozzing to
the Association for the Prescrvation of Virginia Antiquities,..,
or to the City of WVilliamsburg, Virginia, or to any other londs
in said city oxcopt such lands as may b2 roquirod for a right
of way not excoeeding two hundrod feat in width tlrouzh tho
City of Williamsburg to connact with bighways or parkways
leading from Williamsburg to Jawostown ard tc Yorktown,
In eddition thero was a spacial clause in tha aevent that laads and/or
buildings, structures, and cuch in Willlarsburg were cdopataed to the
United Statas and becaze ravenue producing, In this cace the

locality would bonofit,

The noxt day Mr, Cramton introducod a rovisiocn of his oricinal bill in
tho llouse, It now had the full cupport of Wr, llall and Coxngreceran

¥ontagua, Tho bill was introduced in tho Scnate by Scrator Gurzlce P, dNye

24, Quotad in tho previocusly cited lottor from Albrigbt to Eckenrods,
January 13, 1833,
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of North Dakota on June 2 and was favorably roported on June 5. The
favorable attitude of the House and Scnate was in part the work of

Mr, Carson who arranged to take Congressional Committee groups to sce
the area, In football parlance Carson ran the interferencée and Cramton

carried the ball,

The passage of the bill was swift and it had the expressed approval of a
Joint resolution of the General Assembly of Virginia, the Daughters of
the American Revolution, the Americen Civic Aszociation, and the strong
urging of The United States Yorktowa Sesquicentennial Commjission, It
cleared the House on June 9 and the Scrate on June 1}, It emerged f{rom
conference and was cleared by the Senate on June 26 and the House the
next day to become law with Presidential.approval orn July 3 carrying the
limitations on area and cost writton in by the Scnate, The cosi lini=-
tation was due to be lifted within a year and the acreage limit wes

raised substantially,

In all of this Mr, Cramton played a leading releée and he was quick to
comment on the valuable part played by Willlam E, Carson, He later
wrote of this:
While wany must contribute in the advancement of any such
cause, it is to Wm, E, Carson,,..,more than to any other per-~
son, that credit for this providential developneznt at the
right tine i3 due, His enthusiacsm and high pressure
support of the monument made possible the success that
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otherwise would have been entirely impossible in securing the
original legislation, working out the necessary surveys that
made possible the early issuance of the Presidential
Proclamation /on December 30, 19307, and in securing tho

important asmendatory legislation.25

Colonial National Historical Park%swas successfully launched and its

dedication was a feature of the Sesquicentennial of the Siege of Yorktovn

in 1831, Ray Lyman Wilbur, Secretary of the Interior, imn his dedicatory

address27at Yorktown on October 18 of that year concluded with these”

remarks:

In setting aside these national shrines for the benefit,
enjoyment, and satisfaction of all of us, we can well thank
Virginia for her great contributibns to our national 1life,
Virginia has cherished these sacred memorials with their
stimulating essociations, and she may well feel that "what
is8 hers within this area is also a national inheritance, 2
national trust, and a national responsibility..." May these

choice spots ever remain the cherished treasures of a free,

25,
26,

27,

Quoted in the previously cited letter from Albrizht to Eckenrode,
January 13, 1933,

Established as Colonial National NMonument the designation was changed
to Colonial National Historical Park by act of Congress in 1936,
Dedication of the Colonial National Monument: Addrxees hy Dr, Lyman
Wilbur, Secretary of the Interior, At tho Dodication of the

Colonial National Monument at Yorkiown, Viruinia, Cetober 16, 1621,
Washington, 1932 (Senatsa Document No, 19, 72nd Congress, lst Sessicn),
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wholesons, self-governing people, proud of its early originz and

of the vision, steadfastness, and valor of our firat leaders,
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