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This survey report preparud In accordance with porograph 3A, memo=
rondum FO=11=56 from Director’s Office and doted February 16, 1956, The
photography 1s by Mr, Thomes L. Williams for mony years with Colonial Willi-
amsburg, one of the better architectural photographers. The old sketches and
' photographs were found with the halp of Charles E, Hatch, Jr. of Colonial

Natlonal Histarical Park. |

- The format s the result of following the "Gulde for Preparing Archi-
torle

.Mr. J. W, Giiffin, ﬂeggaml Ascheologist, fumished oll information
for the “Excavation plat® and other detalls of belowground ltems. The “existing
condition® drowings ond sketchesshowing propassd wark are by the writer. The
reprint of mouldings may be helpful end of interest since "lote® profiles are

Other than showing the general areo, nothing Is included cbout the
original “Archer Cottage® sove th. interlor view of stone foundation walls.

Ihis WM%M@M wllhcqaﬂmhllobmadorythm
long recital here,

It should bomdmfaodﬂ\dobh writer belleves this structure wos not
a dwelling, but rather home and shop as has been pointed out In
caption notes and (1) solld shutters taward river, ond slat blinds of land end
(the eﬂglml recson for solid ponel shuiters wos protection only, blinds for
shading and air clrculation) (2) the river end wes the shop and (3) the second
floor (river end) room wos an open loft with floor ond hondrall acbout stalr,
otherwisa nothing () the lend slde rooms, both first ond second floor, were

i dwoll!m spaces,

cuiwral Resources Management

G.F.B.
June 2, 1958




INDEX TO ILLUSTRATIONS

A, Founddtlon » 16th Century Stone

8. A View of Yorktown ond Lotrobe Sketeh
C. Alexander Berthier's Plon of Yorktown 1781
D. J. O. Davidion Horper's Waekly Sketch

FF.

HH,
4.

Phetograph Clrco 1900

J. O. Davideon Horper's Weakly 1881
Frank Leslie's flusirated 1881

Lond Side Elevation

dorth Elevation

South Elevation

River Side Elevation

Detail Brick Chimney = Land Side
interior First Floor Ecs? Room

interior Pirs? Floor West Room

Some Room Datell

Some Room « Plaster intact

$ame Room =~ Door Framing

Same Room = Exposad Frome

interlor First Floor Ecat Room

inteslor First Floor Stalr Detall
Second Floor Looking Down Stalrs
First Floor Looklng Up Stalrs

Second Fluor West Room Locking East
Second Flout ‘West Room

Proposed Work Drawings

Some
GG. Perlod Moldings

Some
First Floor Eost Room Looking West

VDYoL 5

BLELRVLIYBIRBINY



“THE GREAT FIRE® MARCH 3, 1814

From Riche "Enguirer™ Mg obout
3 P.M. Mrs. Gibbins' house In this ple fire, and to~
gether with the ¢ s the church, ete, the
town below the hill, except Charlton's & Grant's
d. .. The lower town wos oceupied princip
e, who are now thrown upon the world without a
. G, ate,”

ch 9th, 1814, Yesterday




Aview of Yorktown in 1755 (by John Gauntlett
of HMS Norwich, Courtesy of the Mariners Mu-
seum) The "Archer Cottage" site is in the area
just dbove the second ship, left to right.

These sketches deal with the same area of shore
line, and it appears a small building or shed
stands at the mouth of the cave, not on the foun-
dation as found to be the "Archer Cottage" site.

LATROBE'S SKETCH OF CORNWALLIS! C/AVE

BENJAMIN
: : (circa 1797)
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*From "An Historical Report on

town Waterfront”,

By Charles E. Hatch, Jr.

RIVER

CAPTAIN LOUIS ALEXANDRE BERTHIER'S
"PLAN d'YORKTOWN?" - 1781

Alexandre Berthier who prepared a billeting plan for the French
soldiers who quartered here in the winter of 1781-1782, showed
46 buildings on the waterfront. Since his chief interest was in
potential housing for soldiers, it can be assumed, perhaps, that
he was interested in showing only serviceable houses that sur-
vived after the destructive force of the Siege had spent itself.
Of this total of 46, some 32 were clustered in the zone from
Read Street to the line of the later Comte de Grasse Street. It
may be well to note that in all of Yorktown above the hill he
showed only 80. This means that in point of the number of struc-
tures, 25 percent of the available housing in Yorktown late in
1781 was in this small wofersnde area in, andaround, the river
end of the "Greaf Valley", *

'Archer Coﬂage cmd the York-
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VIEW FROM “YORKTOWN HEIGHTS®
by J. Q. Duvidson from Harper's Weekly, p, ¥08, 1681




e did the area

THE "ARCHER COTTAGE" AND "CORNWALLIS! CAVE"

from Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, October 1, 1881, p. 76
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The west end and north front elevations present a pleasing com~
ition typical of the small house dating from late 18th century

of the 19th century. The historical ¢  and

: architectursl rasearch indicates the whole structure

was built after the fire of 1814 on on eorlierf

some dimensions.
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The south front elevation may have been the "entrance"” since
the door opening on notth front appears to have been added,
at leost it is not framed like the dbove. The "modern™ porch
and riverside chimney were removed during the architectural
investigation (middle of April 1958).
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. FLOOR %ﬁ@m@ﬂy& wi d been at door location
FIRST U at right Is right for locotion %M was not "tri;
was ceiled with beoded boe

The ﬁW brick o
time of

In five, ond o lower levels m s
new® brick thus indicett
s the fire of 1814).
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FIRST FLOOR

etural mee bors except ! o
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FIRST FLOOR WEST ROOM, LOOKING EAST

At the vight, port of freader is still in ploce, It hes
been removed ot left, but the stud is o continuation of
the plece to its left, this of ¢ determines the
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FIRST FLOOR EAST ROOM LOOKING WEST

. The for door is same
inas shown by several

This room was the store
asshown here then later boare
pleces left for the iliustration.

I
i
i
| The for portition is
i
i
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FIRST FLOOR
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SECOND FLOOR

while in the , ren&w wtmm




SECOND FLOOR

The fireploce opening

high es indicated by brick
cast iron fire bock shown on
ings wos found in this fireplace, not f
wall but burled 5" deep ond 3¢




SECOMD FLOCR

.
%{i
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W W %W ik door trim hes the
profile shown in shoet neasured drawings.
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SECOND

FLOOR

THE “"MEW AND THE OLD®

of the "new" rafter truss is the celling,
lormer points they have used (old raf-

nat have MWM&% @ the
work ip ot all pol




SECOND FLOOR

o o be the caly bullding ports
pair, additions, or alteration, slnply boe
for the building while oll other timbers ore
difficult to repair.
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COSTS ESTIMATE

Excavation = for footings ~ drainage, etc. *
Demolition (Including work for architectural investigation)
Water, drainoge, etc. * £

Septic tank and field

Shoring and leveling floors, etc.

Foundation repairs and new walls

Chimney, fireplace, etc., repairs

Heavy timber repairs and replocement

New exterior millwork and light freming

Repair existing door windows and www

Four dormers = rebuilding

All exterior trim and siding replaced, includes rental
 of scaffolding

Insulation

Flashing and counter flashing - wuikm@

Roofing

Peinting = exterior and Interior

Gloss os required

Stairs - all complete replacement except siringers
Flooring

Hardware = rough and finish

Ploster

Repair and replace all interior trim

Bath and kitchen finishes

Kitchen cabinet

Floor repairs, finishing and kitchen and bath floors
Screens, shades, etc.

Gutters and drains

Brushes, paint remover, double X, etc.

Heat pump
Plumbing
Wiring

Electric Refrigerator
Electric Range, includes wiring

TOTAL

Y

*does not include water line recently installed

$9,758.00

$3,950.00

$ 397.00
$14,105.00
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“E” =Wren and Early Georgian Periods in England
“E-E” =Georgian Period in England

D’ =Pre-Revolutionary Period in Delaware
“D-D” =1775 to 1800 Period in Delaware







