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THE ARORIGINES OF JAMESTOWN ISLAND

Most important of the fauns of Jemesbtown Islend and
of Tidewater Virginle prior to the arrivel of the English set~
tlers vaa man~~the sboriginsl Indisn. The fast that man ante-
dated Jemesiown Island 1tself should surprise no one {see note
on Geology of Jemestown Island). Evidence exists on the York
Feninsula &t Indlsn Pields Creek that the paleo Indian vas
there with his delicately-ciipped blade shaped like a laurel
leal, end stlatl or spear, guite probably in excess of 7,000
years ago. By 1607 the Algoncuins, who at the time of diseovery
had recently become the Powhaten Confederany in the York
Peninsule and ad jecent mainland to the north, had certainly
freguented the islsnd. %The fact that the settlers did not
find Indiens encamped on the Islend indicates that the camp-
site discovered bensath the 17th ocentury soll sone, end in
turn coveresd by the Confedersate fort near the churech, had baen
sbandoned some time previously. However, mu ogidence iudi-
estes the cecupstion wes within one or two hundred years pre-
vious to 1607. '

This Jamestown Island Indian site was charsecteriszed
by presswre flsked, quartzite; stesmed projectile points, Both
large and small, together with shell end sand tempered pottery,
211 cord impressed. The cultursl evidence msy bBe characterised
as "Late Woodland”, & term of singular terminological vacuity
applied by srcheclogists in reference to the latest preh{.atari@



evidence on the Atlentic coast north of Flariéa.' Ve may con-
fidently suppose thet these Indians were eulmmy neariy
identical with the southern Algonquins eof the early settlers?
acquaintance.

Both archeclogists {i.e., enthvopologists) snd his-
torians pay passing lip service tc the dedt genersted by the
Buropean immigrants in North America to the native Indians
and their culture. Rarely hes this dedt been spelled out and
glven preper recognition--eertainly noct in the Jemestown ammals.
Iin this archeclogicel report; it is necessary only to observe
thet, despite the bhest efforts of the Indians to exterminate
the settlers-~-and thelr reesons wore easily understandsble-~
it was the economy of the Indiasns that saved the settlers and
made the economic foundation of Virginia. Corn (end the husking
pog, the method of planting wﬂ cultivation) kept the settlers
alive during the first years and theresfter provided a con-
tinuing staple food. Tobasco was vital to trade. (The West
Indles snd Venezuels lesf dHlend was no less a product of the
Americsn Indlens vhea John Rolfe burdanked it into the leading
eash crop and the currency of the Company end eoleny after
1618.)* The introduction of modbile, lightly srmed infantry
inte wvarfare in 17th century Virginia placed the colonists &
hundred years shead of Europe in military effectiveness--thanks
to the Indian. Hed the continent been dspopulated on discovery,
liorth America might today be still part of the British BEmpire.

*For s most cogent mnd eble resumé of this tople, see
A. Irving Hallowell's sartisle, "ﬁu Imaet af m American
Indien on American Culture? in Amer: hror rist, Vol. 59,
Bo. 2, April, 1957.




