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MDst importamt ot th. tama Gf Jemeetmm lslsnd and 

at T-.idew&ter Virginia pFior to the arrt.val "' the English aet­

'tl-tms 'VWI 1Blln--tbe abor1.pnal Incliaa. '&e taet th&t man ante­

dated James-toe Island 1 bi'el t lllboul.4 aurpP1se no one (see note 

011 Qftl.og Gr Jemeatnn Ialand). Bn4mM enata on the York 

Pentnaula at lnclim Pielda Creek that th• pal• Indian was 

there with his 4el1.eatalr1'•o •• blade shaped like a laUNl. 

leaf, end. at.1.atl or •P98P • quite pi obebl7 1n eaoes1 of 7 ,000 

:Yea.t'15 ago . B7 16CT the ~, 1lho at t.he tf.M of 41seovery 

b.ad Heentl.7 become the POtlb.atal Conted•act7 1r.l t.h.e York 

P•dnsltle. and adjacent -••lard ~ the nos-th, bad oerta.inly 

1°l"eqUal:tad tae isl.and.. !be tact that the .. 'tt.len did not 

f'1Dd iad1ems &ne8il@ed on the &l.arad !alt.eat.ea Ul&t the cap­

s~te c!t.aoovoed beneath tile ITth a.t'tur'J aoU zone, end 1n 

t1lftl eov--. b7 the Coar~'te ron neezt tb.e eh111'Gb, had bee 

._,oned .some t1- ~17. Bf!JVe'\'er, •ll "14.- 1nd1-

aat• the oecupet.:tan vaa witbia oae or tvo (hWMb'ed J'•&r11 ~ 
Yio• t.cJ 1'07. 

'lh.1B Jamestown Ialemd India eit.e na Oharaetertse\ 

b,- Jl1"9Sttllre fi.aked,. quaruJ:ter., a ta a1114 pro jeotlle po in ta , both 

larp and utA11# tagether v1th llhel.l _.. •lllld· ~ potterf # 

!he cultl'J!'tal. evtdenee ~ '- eharacte?>1&ed. 

aa -i.ate ·w~ ", a term of ainplar te.mologUal vacuit.,­

appUed by ereheolegiate 1n ret"-.o•- to the la.test prehiatorie . 



evitience on the Atlantic eoast north Gf l'lorid.a. \le may con­

f'iden.U:r auppose that t.b.81Je In41.tms v.-e cul'tlJra.l.ly nearly 

identical w1 th the southem Algonqu1ns o-r the em-ly settlers ' 

ac.quaintatoe. 

Breth 81"eheologists ( 1. • , sn~logiat.s) and hb­

tori.ana pay passing lip a'9!'rtc-e to the d.eb-t generated by t.be 

European 11migPlmts in Korth Aae'J!'1ca to the native Indiana 

and the!? culture. Rarely has thia 4eb't bee epelled out and 

given proper reoognition-eertainl.J' not 1B the 1 .... tovn mnala. 

In this aroll$0logical report,, it 1s neeeeear.r only to observe 

that, despite the best ettorta of the Ind1ma to extermtnate 

the ._e~tleh--end their 1'eeBOll8 VOJ!"e easilJ' und.erstandable--

1 t wae the ~ er tb-e Ind.1Qft8 that aved the settlers and. 

made the economic f"Oundat.1en sf Virginia.. Com (end the husking 

eultiva.tion} kept the settler.a 

ali'V-9 4ur11\g th :tlrat '1981"8 and thareaf"ter pro•1decl a eon­

tinu:lng staple food. 'fo\Jaooc vu vital to trade. (The West 

Ind1es and Vem~a leat' bl.end w88 no leaa. a product ot the 

.Amer'.1.oen lncU.w m. .Jobn Bolte '\nalbenqd 1 t 1nt.o the leed tag 

eas11 eop 8ftd. the CUl"NftOJ of the Collp11D7 end eol.eny" attar 

161-'. )• !be introduction of mobile, ltght.17 arced 1ntantry 

:tato varf'oe in 17th centu17 Virginia placed the colonists a 

huncJ.recl years ahead of Europe 1n mllit.arr ettectiveness-thanks 

to the Iad.ian. Bad 1ibe oont.tnent been depopulated on diaco••Y _, 

h•th Amar1cana1 B)lt. tod&T be • till part o-t the l1'r1t111h Bml>il"e. 


