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ABSTRACT

The archaeologicel survey of Colorado IHatlional Monument was undertaken
for the purpose of assecssing the archacclogicul resources of the monument.
An Archaeological Base Map has Leen compiled from the informetion collected
by the survey, for use in interpretive planning, and for informed salvage
provisions in the event of construction. This report supplements the Arch-
eeological Base Map with & brief description of the survey procecure, the
results obtained, end includes recommendaticns for further archeeological

investigation in the monument.
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PROCEDURE

Gecorge H. Ewing supervised the fleld operations. The survey party con-
sisted of Stephen P. Ayotte, Ross Ewlng, George Stroh, Jr., end Jack Miller,
who worked with the survey on & part-time basis. Field operations began cn
July 22, 1563, and were completed August 18, 1963. The finel two days of
field operations were spent tecting Two sites. One =2dditicnel day was spent
at the monument during the month of September, during which 5Me75 was located.
Duane Quiatt assisted in the location of this site.

The brief period ellotted for fi=ld operations, and the unexpectedly
large number of sites encountered required expeditious handling of the de-
scriptions and collections mede in the field. For thils reason, surface coll-
ections vere made of 2s representetive & sumple of materials as possidble, but
eltes were not scoured of every visible and portable piece of evidence. UWhen
a site vas located, each member of the two-mam teams performed specific duties.
One member of the team collected o sample of aterisl from the surface and
photographed the site and noteworthy features. The senior member plotted the
location of the site with compass becrings, and recorded information on the
location, shelter, water, archaeologicel evidence, and other pertinent items.
This procedure kept the amount of time spent at each site to the minimun and
allowved more area to be covered. At the end of each day, the sites located
vere sasigned numbe: s according to the Smithsorian Institution and University
of Colorado Museum Survey System, and the details required on permanent rec-
ords were properly noted.

The lurge area surveyed required the early developmeat of & system for

adequately sampling the variocus tyres of terrain in the monuasent. The monu-



ment was divided into sreas, each to be purveyed during s single day by a
two-man tean. In the majority of cases, the size and limits of each area
were defined by the terrain, This syclem worked very well for the region
along the northeast boundary of the monument, and for most of the canyons.
These areas of the monument are the most thoroughly surveyed, sad the resulis
obtained are the most complete.

No Thoroughfare Canyon snd the mesa top required the use of variation in
the "blankel coversge™ used in the spatially restricted areas of the monunent.
Binoculars were usec to inspect ell roclcshelters and "arches", and those that
appeared to have any possibility as sites were physically inspected, The cane
yon floor was thoroughly surveyed slong the cast side of the major drainsge,
end the west side was visited whencver a likely erea for s site was observed,

The survey of the mesa top presented problems of a different nature,
Although the terrain was not es physically trying, the lack of visible land-
marks, large surface area, and nunerous small canycns foimned in the Entreda
sendstone outcrops, presented obstacles to thorough survey which could enly
be mastered with a much longer period of time, The mesa top survey was done
systematically so that any future survey efforts would not duplicate previous
work, Each extension of the mosa between canyons was surveyed by walking the
resa top along the canyon rim, When the teams met along the outer rim, one
tean proceeded to welk through the heart of the mesa, back to the highway,
The other teem surveyed around and on conspicuous outerops and knolls, A
similar procedure was followed in surveying the mesa top arcas west and south
of the highway. Areas bordering the highway and tralls were especially well
surveyed, This was done so that these areas most svsceptible to construction

or vandalism could be protected, if necessary.



The last two days of the survey were spent digging test trenches at
sites SMelO and 5Me56. The resulis were gratifying. Roth sites have several
feet of cultural material, and at 54e56 there is evidence of & struciure or
structures.

In summary, the procedure utilized in the survey of Colorado National
Monument alloved e small survey party to cover 2 large area in & relatively
short period of time. Arcas vhich cculd not be covered completely vere

sampled systematically.



RESULTS

Archaeologicel Base Map
The Archeeological Base Map of Colorado National Momument is besed on

the advence copy of the USGS topographic mep for Grand Junction, Ceolorado,
L4SH Quadrangle. Township-Renge-Cection, and the nmnes of canyons end form-
ations, are taken from the 1342 USGS Base Map of the wonument.

The numbers indicated on the map at aboriginel sites should be preceded
by 5Me, indicating Colorado, Mesa County. The symbols used indicate either
open stations or rockshelters. Further breakdowm Of these categories will
be found in the appropriete section of this report.

The foot and "jeep" twvaile indicated on the map are classified as such
according to vhether the survey party could travel over them with a Dodge
"Garryell"”. The trails imdicuted outside the monument near the southeast
entrance to the monument are blocked to traffic, but could be used to apprcach
some of the sites in that eree, if necessery. Numbrous "buffalo" trails
crigs-cross the monunent and these proved useful in reaching some arecs.

One trail, in particuler, allows entrence tc Red Canyon from Ute Canyon over
the Chinle formation talus slope, Other routes of entry to Red Canyon are
possible, but require the use of rores or protective measures, or climbiang
the pre-Cambrian escarpment, which could present loglistical problems in the
event of extencded work in the canyon.

The map presents a minimel emount of topogrephic imformation. Tae only
major topographic feature repreésented is the mesa "rim" which generally cor-
responds to the top of tiie Kayente sandstone formation, since the canycn walls

are formed of Kayenta, Wingate, end Chinle sandstones in 10et cases. A small
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number of isolzted ocuterone are vlso indicated on the map when they serve to
locate a site more exactly.

Since completion of the mapd, the misplacenwent of one of the springs has
been noticed. The spring to the east of the Coke Ovens 1s actually four hun-

dred yards east of the location shown on the map.

Aboriginal Sites
Introduction:

The location of & large number of the sites recorded by the survey is
attributable to the knowledge of Seasonal DRunger Jack Miller. His familisr-
ity vith the monument ls directly responsible for the results obtained.

The sites ere classified as rockshelters or open staticns; both categ-
ories are self-explenatory. The open sites generally have some shelier,
supplied by large rocks or ledges in the vicinity. Open stations are listed
as campsites if grinding stones or evidence of fire was observed at the loc-
ation. Chipping stations are areas bearing lithic chipped implements or
chips and flakes, but no evidence of hebitation.

The location of cpren campsites is falrly consistent in relatioa to terr-
ain. Cenerslly, open sites are located on oren ssndy ereas, in most cases
slightly elevated shove the immediete swrroundlngs, near an intermittent
streambed, and near lerge rocks, outcrope, or low ledges wnich provide souxe
shelter. The location of open sites and roclksheliers elong the western and
northern sides of cenyoms 1s evident, indicating the desire for sunlight and
varmth ¢f the former inhabitents.

Most of the rockshelters in the cenyons are formed in the Wingate sand-
stcne, as the Chinle sandstone is gererally crumbling amd wmoist, end wovld

make e very unconfo: table living site. The rocksuelters outside the cevyons,



Plete I. Selected Aboriginal Sites

These sites are representative of the types of sitez found at Colorade
National MHonument,.
a, Eewéhmt of & possible aboriginal airucture fourd on the ledge of
le
b, remnents of a possible structure at $1eS56 in the midden indiceted
by the photo scale (upper center)
cy, Me28, amall rockshelte~ lecaicd near the mouth of No Thoroughfare

n
d, Slie7l, typical open campsite on the mesa top
e, SMeli0 and Mel;2, located in the lsrge “arches", the Coke Ovens are
seen at the far left
£, Slel5, formerly inhabited shelter

-
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along the pre-Cembrien escarpment and on the mesu T0p, are genexally found
along Entrade sendstene formstions. DPelow the escarpuent, Morrison sandstone
forms e number of sheliered locations vhich were used by aboriginal inhabit-
ants. One site, SMel, was fouad along & ledge formed in part of the cluy
containing Sumierville formation, end muy have been a pottery-making site.

A total of 75 aboriginal sites are shown on the Archasologicel Base Map,
and are described below. A4l ave open campsites, 2% are rockshelters, 2 are
smoll caves, and 8 are chipping stations, isolated storage cists, or possible
structures. OFf the 75 sites recorded, 4 are wholly off the monument end ex-
tend cnto private land. Of the total number, further work is recommended at
38 sites. Of these, 27 appear to bs especially promising.

Fach site recorded by the survey is Qescribed below. Included in the
description is a list of the meterizl collected at each site. FPhotographs
of the majority of the sites sre on file at the aAnthropology Lahoratory,
University of Coloredo, and will be furnished on request. The descriptions
of the sites are abstractions mede from the detailed records on file in the
University of Colorado Museunm.

Description of Sites:

SMel Location: T.1N., R.102u.
Deseription: This small rockshelter 1s located in the west wall of the east

finger of Kodel's Canyon. The rockshelter is formed in the Wingate sand-
stone, and meacures epproximately 20 x 50 feet.

Material Culture:

Ohserved ~ Charcoal and ash were Obsexved.
Collected - No materisls were collected.

Remarks and recomtendations! This site appears %0 be undisturbed, end testing
is recommended.



SMe2 Location: T.1N., R.102W.

Description: This open campsite is located on the weest side of the floor of
Kodel 's Canyon. It 1s Just below & spire-shaped rock, on & sandy eminence
above an intermitient streambed. The gite is approximately 50 feet in
diameter.

Material Culture:
Obgerved - A campfire bed and lithic chips and flakes were observed.

Collected - No materials were collected.

Remarks and reccmmendetions: INo further work is recommended at this site.

» #

SMe3 Location: T.1N., R.10lW., S§.32
Description: This small rockshslter le located in the west wall of Lizzard
Cenyon, near the mouth of the canyon. The shelter's floor is formed of

Chinle sandstone, and the arch ls of Wingate saundstone. The site is
approximately 25 feet in diameter.

Material Culture:
Obsexved - Lithie chips and flakes, ard dencsits of cch were observed.

Collected -~ No nmateriels weye collected.

Remarks and recommendationg: No further vork is recommended &t this site.

% & &
Shek Location: T.1N., R.101W., S.32

Description: This small rockshelter ls located imn the east wall of the west-
ern mouth of Monument Cenyon. The site is approximately 200 feet south of
the boundary fence, along & sendstone ridge sloving tc the canyon wvall.
The site measures approximately 15 x 25 fest.

Material Culture:

Observed - Ash deposits and a recent campfire were evident on the surface.
Collected - No materiels wera collected.

Pemarks end recommendations: The surface of the site was probably scoured
by amateurs. Testing is recommended.

* %
SMa5 Location: T.1N., R.10lW., S.33
Description: This open campsite is located arcunrd an Entrada sandstone out-

crop southeast of the western mouth of Monunent Canyon. The site covers
an aree approximately 2300 feet in dlsmeter.
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Material Culture:
Observed - Extensive ash deposits aad lithic chips and flakes were ob-

served.

Collected - No matexrials were collected.

Remarks and recommendations: Testing is recommwended if otlher work is under-
taken in the vicinity.
® %8
5hieb Location: T.1N., R.101W., §.33

Description: This small rockshelter is locaied on the southesst exposure of
an Entreda sandsione outcrop between the mcuths of Monument Canyon. The
area of the midden in front of the shallow overhang is approximately L0
feet in diameter.

Material Culture:
Observed -~ Ash deposits and charcoel were observed on the surface, and to
e depth of 12 inches.

Collected - (1) meno fragment ~=-=--- - quartzite
(1) retouched flake ~----- quartzite
(9) chips end flakes ~---- chert (8), limestone (1)

Remarks and recomwendations: Testing of this site is recommended.

* * *

SMeT Location: T.1N., R.10l¥W., S.33

Description: This small rockshelter is located in the southwe:st exposure of
& large Entrada sandstone outcrop hetiveen the wmouwthz of lMonument Canyon.
The shelter is approximately 10 x 20 feet.

Material Culture:

Observed - A hearth, approximately 2% inches btelow the surface had been

excavated by emateurs.

Collected - (2) flakes =-==v=ve-u--nm- chert

Renarks and recommendations: Testing of this site 1s recommended.
%* %

SMe8 Location: T.1N., R.102¥., S.33
Description: This cpen site is located along the edge of a Morrison sand-

stone ledge approximately 200 yerds south of Colorado 340. The site ex-
tends for approximately 100 feet aloung the outcrop.
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Material Culture:

Observed - Ash (eposits, charcoal, and lithic chips and flakes were ob-
served on the surface. Charccal was obgerved at & depth of epproxim-
ately 36 inches, along the edge of an intermittent streambed cutting
through the area.

Collected - (2) scrapers =-~-=-==-=u== chert (1), shele (1)
(1) meno fragment -------- sundstons
(31) potsherds =-=--=======- thumb-indented grayware
3) retouched flekes ~-=-- carbonaceous chert (1), quartzite (2)
(6) chins and flakes ---~=-- quartzite (1), quartz (1), chert (&)

Remarks and recoumendations: Testing of this site is recommended.

* N »
5Me9 Location: T.11S., R.10lW., S.17
Description: This open cempsite lies elong the eastern edge of an Entrada
sandstone outcrop, at the foot of the Monuwent Canyon "Nature Trail.”
The site is approximately 30 yards in diameter.

Material Mture:
Obgerved - Ash deposits were observed on the surface of the site.

Collected - (1) orojectile point ----- quartzite

(3) blades ~~===-m=m=-unae quartzite

1) 3CYMPEr secceccccaswas chert

32 retouched flekes =~--- chert (1), quartzite (1)

L) flakeg =~==m===- ~=-=== chert (1), quartzite (2), cuartz (1)

Remarks and recommendetions: Teeling is recommended in ccnjunction with ex-
cavation of SMelO.

* & *

SielQ Location: T.11S., R.10lW., S.17

Description: This site consists of two rockshelters, to the east and vest
of the foot of the Monument Canyon "Nature Trail." The large midden,
approximately 50 feet and 100 feet long, in front of the eastern shelter
wvas tested. The smaller shelter tc the west of the trail has a rather
shallow fill, and begins to angle uphill rapidly. The area to the west
of the trail measures approximately 25 x 50 feet.

Materisl Culture:
Observed - Petroglyphs are located in both of these shelters. Ash deposits,

and lithic chips and flakez are observahle on the surface.
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Collected - (from test trench)

Unit Level Material
3 A (0-6™) 1) retouched flake ~~==-- quartzite
1) lock-washer
(1) staple
(8) chips end flakes =~---- chert (3), quartzite (2),
limestone (2), flint (1)
3 B (6-12") (2) projectile points ---- chert (1), jasper (1)
(1) blade =~~-==-emecmauam- quartzite
(30) chips and flakes =---~ quartzite (15), chert (11),
shale (3), micaceous chert (1)
3 ¢ (12-18") gl) projectile point ----- Jasper
2) bone fragments
3) retouched flakes ----- chert (2), quartzite (1)
(140) chips and flakes ----=~ quartzite (75), chert (48),
linestone (10), sandstone (3),
flint (2), jJasper (1), quartz
(1)
L A (0-6") (lg projectile point ==~--- chert
1) lock-washer
1) mano fragment =------- sandstone
1) metate fragment -~---- sandstone
(83) chips and flakes ~---- quartzite (53), chert (23),
shale (5), quartz (1),
flint (1)
L B (6-12") (1) metate fragment --~---- sardstone
(5) retouched flakeg =---- quartzite
(10) chips and flakes ===-- quartzite (9), shale (1)
4 ¢ (12-18") §1) projectile point ----- chert
1l) blede ~==~eec=cm—en=caa quartzite
(1) retouchea flake ------ flint
(38) chips and flakes ~=---- quartzite (19), chert (15),
quartz (3), jesper (1)
3,4 D (18-24") 51) blade ===-==ce-esese-- quartzite
2) manog ~~===-~====ee=-- quartzite
(k2) chips and flakes -=---- chert (20), quartzite (16),
quartz (?), flint (2),
shale (1
3,4 B (24-30") (2) projectile points ---- chert
(1) vlade -~==~e-ccecmceas quartzite
(37) chips end flakes ----- chert (22), quartzite (9),

quartz (5), jJasper (1)
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F (30~ (3) projectile points ---- chert (2), flint (1)
(1) scraper =~==-enn-- quartzite
1) mano fragmnent quartzite
1§ bone fragment
1) retouched flake chert
(49) chips and flakes quarteite (27), chert (1%),

G (36-42") (13 mano fregment
1) bone fragment

(18

B (42-48") él) Blallp sesscesansas
1) Ar{ll --=-=memcens
(19) chips and flekes

I (48-54") (8) chips and flakes

A (0-6") 1; blade -====vmavan-
SCYADErS ~========

) wano freguwents
3; bone fregments
k) retouched flakes
(64) chips and flakes

2

B (6-12") (1) bome fragment
(37

c (12-18") (2) blades ~-======s S—
(49) chips end flakes =----

(1) bone fragment

A {(0-6") ?) projectile point
1) sereper ---~--w---
(17) chips and flakes ~=---

B (6-12")

3) metate fragments

l; wano fragment
9

2; retouched flakes
chips cnd flakes

(1; retouched Tlake
chips end flekes

chips and flakes

limestone (3), £lint (1),
shale (1)

quartzite

chert .
chert (14), quartzite (3),
Jasper (1)

chert
chert
chert (2), quartzite (7),
limestone (2), quartz (1)

guartzite (6), limestone (1),
chert (1)

guwartzite
quartzite
quartzite (2), sandstone (2)

chert

quartzite (59), chert (18),
shale (L), limestone (2),
flint (1)

chert
quartzite (26), chert (8),
shale (2), quartz (1)

chert (1), quartezite (1)

quartzite (30), shale (9),
chert (8), sandstone (1),
Jasper (1)

flint

quartzite

chert (11), quartzite (5),
limestone (1%

chert (1), quartzite (1)
chert

sendstone

quartzite

chert (6), quartzite (2),
shale (1)



g

Wl

- - - - - . -

(1) scraper
(1) mano fragment
(18) chips and flakes

D (18-24") (1) blade
1) bone fragment

2) mano fragments

2) metate fragments

(52) chips and flakes

- . -

E (24-30") (1) projectile point
(29) chips end flakes

8,9

F (30-36") (1) projectile point
1) dlade
2) screpers ~=---==-==-=--
1) metate fragment -----
1) cotter pin
3) retouched flakes

(78) chips and flakes

G (36-42") (10) chips end flakes

8 R,I (42-54") (1) projectile point

(9) chips and flakes
J (54-60") (&) flekes

8

Remarks and recomrendations:

14

chert

limestone

sandstone

chert (12), flint (2),
liwestone (2), jasper (1),
quartzite (1)

chert

limestone, (1) sandstone (1)
sandsticne

quartzite (42), chert (8),
shale (2)

chert
chert (16), quartzite (9),
quartz (3), limestone (1)

chert

chert

chert (1), limestione (1)
sandstone

quartzite (2), chert (1)
quartzite (h1), chert (26),
limestone (7), jJasper (2),
shale (1), quartz (1)

quartzite (7), chert (3)

chert
quartzite (5), chert (4)

The test trench, placed through the western

end of the midden, indicates that further excavation of thies site is

warranted.

it & &

SMell Location:

Description:
above SMelO.

approximately 20 feet square.

Material Culture:

T.11S., R.10l¥W., S.17

This open site is loceted elong the edge of a sandstone outerop
Three possible dry, rough-course walls caclose a flat area

Observed - No material culture was found on the surface, other than the

reguler stone borders described above.
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Collected - lo waterxrials were collected.

Remarks snd recommendations: This site may be o campsite floor built histor-
ically, or naturally occuring fractvred scndstone lald in horizontal strata.
No further work at {his site 1s recommended.

% »

5&12 ucatim: T-ns-, R-lolwﬂ’ 8017

Description: This open campsite 15 located near & large sendstone outcrop
below the pre-Cambrian escarpment. The site lies on the monument bound-
ery, north of Gold Star Canyon. The site is approximately 200 feet in
diameter.

Meteriel Culture:

Observed - Extensive deposits of esh were evident on the surface.

Collected - 22) bladeg ~=-=-===m-w--w= quartzite (1), limestone (1)
1) scraper =-se--eem-e--- guartzite

Remarks and recommendaticng: This site has been disturbed by emateurs.
Testing is recommended.

* % &

5Mel3 Location: T.118., R.10lW.

Description: This open site is loceted on and around & Morrison sendstone
outcrop immediately northvest of gete no. 6. The site measures approx-
imately 300 feet in diameter.

Material Culture:
Obgerved ~ Petroglyohs were cobserved at tuo locations. Extensive &sh
deposits and grinding stones were observed on the surfece.

Collected - (2) blades ~---m-=ma-=--ac chert 21), quartzite 21)

2) screpeys =---+----=-=« ghale (1), quartzite (1)

1) hemnerstone ==~=--- --- ghale

2) NaN0g ===m==mmmm-—n ~-- quartzite (1), sandstone (1)
(2) flakes -<=-socuccnun- - chert (1), shale (1)

Remarks end recommendotiong: The site has been extensively investigated by
amateurs. Testing is recommended.

% % »
SMell Location: T.11S., R.10MW.
Description: This open camnsite is located above the pre-Cambrian escerpment

southeast of Cold Star Canyon. The site is cut by an intermitteat stream-
bed, and measures approximately 15 x 40 yards.
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Material Culture:
Observed -~ Two shallow, uafface, sondstone slab metates, charcoal, and
ash were observed on the surface.

Collected - No nLaterials were collected.
Remarks snd recommendations: No further work is recommended at this site.
& W %
SMelS Location: T.1l1S., R.101y.
Description: This open campsite is located ebove the pre-Cambrian escarp-
ment, outside the unnamed canyon southeazt of Cold Star Canyon. The site
is approximately 20 feet in diameter.
Mateyjal Culture:
Observed - A sandstone slab metate, ash depocits, and lithic chips and
flakes were observed.
Collected - Ko saterials were collected.
Remarks and recommenéations: Fo further work is recommended at this site.

* % »

5Mel6 Location: T.11S., R.101W.

tion: This open campsite is located on the west side of the floor of
the unnamed canyon southeast of Cold Star Canyon. It is sheltered by
large blocks of fellen sandetCne, and is near a dry wash. The site is
approximately 25 feet in diameter.

Material Culture:
Observed ~ Evidence of a campfire and lithic chips were observed on the
surface.
Collected ~ No materials were collected.
Remarks and recommendations: Ko further work is recommwended at this site.

" B %

SMel7 Location: T.11S., R.10lW.

Deseription: This open campsite is located near the cgunter of the floor of
the unnamed canyon southeest of Cold Stux Cenyon. The site is located on
the slope of a dry wash, and meusuras epproximately 50 feet in disumeter.

Material Culture:
Observed -~ Ash deposits and lithic chips and flakes were oObserved on the
surface.






