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ABSTRACT 

The archaeological survey of Colorado IJational Monument vas undertaken 

for the purpose of assessing the archaeological resources of the monument. 

An Archaeological Base Map has been compiled from the information collected 

by the survey, for use in interpretive planning, and for informed salvage 

provisions in the event of construction. This report supplements the Arch­

aeological Base Map with a brief description Of ̂ he survey procedure, the 

results obtained, and includes recoturaendaticns for further archaeological 

investigation in the monument. 
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PROCEDURE 

George H. Ewing supervised the field operations. The survey party con­

sisted of Stephen P. Ayotte, Eoss Ewlng, George Stroh, Jr., and Jack Miller, 

who worked with the survey on a part-time basis. Field operations began en 

July 22, 1963, and were completed August 10, I963. The final two day3 of 

field operations were spent testing two sites- One additional day was spent 

at the monument during the month of September, during which 5Me75 vas located-

Puane Cuiatt assisted in the location of this site. 

The brief period allotted for field operations, and the unexpectedly 

large number of sites encountered required expeditious handling of the de­

scriptions and collections made in the field. For this reason, surface coll­

ections were made of as representative a sample of materials as possible, but 

sites were not scoured of every visible and portable piece of evidence. When 

a site was located, each member of the two-man teams performed specific duties 

One member of the team collected a sample of iaatei ial from the surface and 

photographed the site and noteworthy features. The senior member plotted the 

location of the site with compass bearings, and recorded information on the 

location, shelter, water, archaeological evidence, and other pertinent items. 

This procedure kept the amount of time spent at each site to the minimum and 

allowed more area to be covered. At the end of each day, the sitss located 

were assigned numbe; s according to trie Smithsonian Institution and University 

of Colorado Museum Survey System, and the details required on permanent rec­

ords were properly noted. 

The large area surveyed required the early development of 1. system for 

adequately sampling the various types of terrain in the monument- The monu-
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ment was divided into areas, each to be surveyed during a single day by a 

two-nan team. In the majority of cases, the size and limits of each area 

were defined by the terrain* This system worked very well for the region 

along the northeast boundary of the monument, and foz* most of the canyons. 

The so areas of the monument are the most thoroughly surveyed, and the results 

obtained are the most complete. 

No Thoroughfare Canyon and the mesa top required the use of variation in 

the "blanket coverage" used in the spatially restricted areas of the monument. 

Binoculars were user1 to inspect all rockshelters and "arches", and those that 

appeared to have any possibility as 3ites were physically in3pectcd0 The can­

yon floor was thoroughly surveyed along the east side of the major drainage, 

end the wost side was visited whenever a likely erea for a site was observed. 

The survey of the mesa top presented problems of a different nature. 

Although the terrain was not as physically trying, the lack of visible land^ 

marks, large surface area, end numerous small canyons formed in the Entrada 

sandstone outcrops, presented obstacles to thorough survey which could enly 

bo mastered with a much longer period of time. The mesa top survey was done 

systematically so that any future survey efforts would not duplicate previous 

work a Each extension of the nosa between canyons was surveyed by walking the 

mesa top along the canyon rin0 When the teams met along the outer rim, one 

team proceeded to walk through the heart of the mesa, back to the highway. 

The other team surveyed around and on conspicuous outcrops and knolls. A 

similar procedure was followed in surveying the mesa top areas west and south 

of the highway. Areas bordering the highway and trails were especially well 

surveyed. This was done so that these area3 most susceptible to construction 

or vandalism could be protected, if necessary. 
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The last two days of the survey vera spent digging test trenches at 

sites 5MelO and. 5*56* The results vere gratifying. Both sites have several 

feet of cultural material, and at JMepo- there is evidence of a structure or 

structures. 

In suanary, the procedure utilized in the survey of Colorado National 

Monument allowed a small survey party to cover a large area in a relatively 

short period of time. Areas which cculd not be covered completely were 

sampled systematically. 



RESULTS 

Archaeologled Base Map 

The Archaeological Base Map of Colorado National Monument is Based on 

the advance copy of the USOS topographic map for Grand Junction, Colorado, 

kSW Quadrangle. Township-Range-Cectiou, and the names of canyons and form­

ations, are taken from the 19*12 USGS Ease Map of the monument-

The numbers indicated on the map at aboriginal sites should be preceded 

by $Me, indicating Colorado, Mesa County. The symbols used indicate either 

open stations or rockshelters. Further breakdown of these categories will 

be found in the appropriate section of this report. 

The foot and "jeep" trails indicated on the map are classified as such 

according to whether the survey party could travel over them with a Dodge 

"Carryall". The trails indicated outside the monument near the southeast 

entrance to the monument are blocked to traffic, but could be used to approach 

some of the sites in that area, if necessary. Numerous "buffalo" trails 

criss-cross the monument and these proved useful in reaching some areas. 

One trail, in particular, allows entrance to Red Canyon from Ute Canyon over 

the Chinle formation talus elope, Other routes of entry to Red Canyon are 

possible, but require the use of ropes or protective measures, or climbing 

the pre-Cambrian escarpment, which could present logistical problems in the 

event of extended work in the canyon. 

The map presents a minimal amount of topographic information. The only 

major topographic feature represented is the mesa "rim" which generally cor­

responds to the top of the Kayenta sandstone formation, since the canyon walls 

are formed of Kayenta, Wingate, and Chinle sandstones in moot cases. A small 
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number of j.so3.«.tecL outcrope are also indicated on the map when they serve to 

locate a site more exactly. 

Since complet:" on of the map, the misplacement of one of the springs has 

been noticed. The spring to the east of the Coke OvenE is actually four hun­

dred yards east of the location shown on the map. 

Aboriginal Sites 

Introduction: 

The location of a large number of the sites recorded by the survey is 

attributable to the knowledge of Seasonal Ranger Jack Miller- His familiar­

ity with the monument is directly responsible for the results obtained. 

The sites are classified as roclishelters or open stations; both categ­

ories are self-explanatory. The open sites generally have some shelter, 

supplied, by large rocks Or ledges in the vicinity. Open stations are listed 

as campsites if grinding stones or evidence of fire was observed at the loc­

ation. Chipping stations are areas bearing lithic chipped implements or 

chips and flakes, but no evidence of habitation. 

The location of open campsites is fairly consistent in relation to terr­

ain. Generally, open sites are located on open sandy areas, in most cases 

slightly elevated above the immediate surrovtndlngs, near on intermittent 

streambed, and near large rocks, outcrops, or low ledges which provide some 

shelter- The location of open sites and rockshelters along the western and 

northern sides of canyons is evident, indicating the desire for sunlight and 

warmth of the former inhabitants. 

Most of the rockshelters in the canyons are formed in the Wingate sand­

stone, as the Chinle sandstone is generally crumbling and moist, and would 

make a very uncocifo: table 3.iving site. The rockshelters outside the canyons, 



Plate I. Selected Aboriginal Sites 

These sites are representative of the types of sites found at Colorado 
National Monument. 

a, remnant of a possible aboriginal structure found on the ledge of 
5ie$U 

b , remnants of a possible structure at 5P!e$6 in the midden indicated 
by the photo scale (upper center) 

c, J&e28, small rock-shelter located near the nouth of ?3o Thoroughfare 
Canyon 

d, StieTlj typical, open campsite on the mesa top 
e, J&eitO and 34-«U2, located in the large "arches", the Coke Ovens are 

seen at the far lef t 
f, $.':ek5, formerly fjnhabited shelter 



b . 

a . 

c„ 



<?.. 

B, 

f. 
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along the pre-Cambrian escarpment and. on the mesa top, are generally found 

along Entrsda send3tone formations. Eelovr the escarpment, Morrison sandstone 

forms a number of sheltered locations which were used by aboriginal inhabit­

ants • One site, 5Me8, vas found along e. ledge formed in part of the clay 

containing Surarterville formation, end aruy have been a pottery-making site-

A total of 75 aboriginal sites are shown on the Archaeological Base Ma?, 

and are described below. 41 are open campsites, 24 are rockshelters, 2 are 

small caves, and 8 are chipping stations, isolated storage cists, or possible 

structures. Of the 75 sites recorded, k are wholly off the monument end ex­

tend onto private land. Of the total, number, further work is recommended at 

38 sites. Of these, 27 appear to be especially promising. 

Each site recorded by the survey is described below. Included in the 

description is a list of the material collected, at each site. Fiotographa 

of the majority of the sites are on file at the Anthropology Laboratory, 

University of Colorado, and will be furnished on request- The descriptions 

of the sites are abstractions made from the detailed records on file in the 

university of Colorado Museum. 

Description of Sites: 

5Mel Location: T-1H-, R.102W. 

Description: This small rockshelter is located in the vest wall of the east 
finger of Kodel's Canyon. The rockshelter is formed in the Wingate sand­
stone, and measures approximately 20 x 50 feet. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Charcoal and ash were observed. 

Collected - No materials were collected. 

Remarks and rccoTrotendatJpnat This site appears to be undisturbed, and testing 
is recommended. 



5Me2 Location: T.IK., R.102W. 

Description: This open campsite is located on the vert side of the floor of 
Xodel's Canyon. It is Just belov a spire-shaped rock, on a sandy eminence 
above an intermittent streambed. The site is approximately 50 feet in 
diameter. 

Material Culture: 

Observed - A campfire bed and lithic chips and flakes vere observed. 

Collected - No materials were collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: I!o further vork ia recommended at this site. 
# * * 

5Me3 Location: T-1N., R.101W-, S«32 

Description: This small rockshelter ie located in the vest v.-all of Lizzard 
Canyon, near the mouth of the canyon. The shelter's floor is formed of 
Chinle sandstone, and the arch is of Vingate sandstone. The site is 
approximately 25 feet in diameter-

Material Culture: 

Observed - Lithic chips and flakes, and deposits of ash vere observed. 

Collected - Ko materials vere collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: No further vork is recommended at this site. 
* e # 

5MeU Location: T-1N-, R.101W-, S-32 

Descrintion: This small rockshelter is located in the east wall of the vest-
ern mouth of Monument Canyon. The site is approximately 200 feet south of 
the boundary fence, along a sandstone ridge sloping tc the canyon vail. 
The site measures approximately lp x 25 fest. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Ash deposits and a recent campfire vere evident on the surface. 

Collected - No materials were- collected. 

Remarks and rec&umer'di.vtiqns: 7iie surface of the site was probably scoured 
by amateurs. Testing is recommended. 

• • « 

5Me5 Location: T.lN., R.101W-, S-33 

Description: This open campsite is located around, an Sntrada sandstone out­
crop southeast of the western mouth of Monument Canyon. The site covers 
an area approximately $00 feet in diameter. 
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Material Culture; 
Observed - Extensive &3h deposits and lithic chips and flakes were ob­

served. 

Collected - No materials were collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: Testing is recommended if other vzork is under­
taken in the vicinity. 

* * * 

5Me6 Location: T.1N-, R.lOlw., S-33 

rescription: This small rockshelter is located on the southeast exposure of 
an Entroda sandstone outcrop between the racuth3 of Monument Canyon. The 
area of the midden in front of the shallow overhang is approximately kO 
feet in diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Ash deposits and charcoal verc observed on the surface/ and to 

a depth of 12 inches. 

Collected - (l) mono fragment quartzite 
(l) .-atouched flake quartzite 
(9) chips and flakes chert (8), limestone (l) 

Remarks and recommendations! Testing of this cite is recommended. 

• # • 

5Me7 Location: T.1N., R.101W-, S-33 

Description: This small rockshelter is located in the southwest exposuze of 
a large Entrada sandstone outcrop between the mouths of Monument Canyon. 
The shelter is approximately 10 x 20 feet. 

Material. Culture: 
Observed - A hearth, approximately 2k inches below the surface had been 

excavated by amateurs. 

Collected - (2) flakes chert 

Remarks end reconroendations: Testing of this site is recommended. 

• • * 

5Me8 Location: T.lN., R.101U., S-33 

Description: This open site is located along the edge of a Morrison sand­
stone ledge approximately 200 yards south of Colorado $kQ. The site ex­
tends for approximately 100 feet along the outcrop. 
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Material Culture: 
Observed - Ash < eposits, charcoal, and lithic chips and flakes were ob­

served on the surface. Charcoal was observed at a depth of approxim­
ately 36 Inches, along the edge of an intermittent streambed cutting 
through the area. 

Collected - (2) scrapers chert (1), shale (l) 
(l) mono fragment sandstone 
(31) potsherds thumb-indented grayvare 
(3) retouched flakes carbonaceous chert (l), cuartzite (2) 
(6) chips and flakes cuartzite (l), quartz (lj, chert (k) 

Remarks and recommendations: Testing of this site is recommended. 

• * • 

5Me9 Location: T-llS-, R.101W-, S.17 

Description: This open campsite lies along the eastern edge of an Entrada 
sandstone outcrop, at the foot of the Monument Canyon "Mature Trail." 
The site is approximately 3® yards In diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Ash deposits vere observed on the surface of the site. 

Collected - (1) projectile point quartzite 
(3) blades -— quartzite 
(1) scraper chert 
(2) retouched flakes chert (l), quartzite (l) 
(h) flakes chert (l), quartzite (2), quartz (l) 

Remarks and recommendations: Testing is recommended in conjunction with ex­
cavation of 5MelO. 

# # » 

5MelO Location: T.llS-, R.101W., S-17 

Description: This site consists of tvo rocksheltsrs, to the east and vest 
of the foot of the Monument Canyon "Mature Trail. The large midden, 
approximately 5° feet and 100 feet long, in front of the eastern shelter 
vas tested. The smaller shelter tc the vest of the trail has a rather 
shallow fill, and begins to angle uphill rapidly. The area to the vest 
of the trail measures approximately 25 x 50 feet. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Petroglyphs ere located in both of these shelters. Ash deposits, 

and lithic chips and flakes are observable on the surface. 
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Collected - (from test trench) 

Unit Level Material 
3 A (0-6") (1) retouched flake quartzite 

(l) lock-washer 
(1) staple 
(8) chips and flakes chert (3), quartzite (2), 

limestone (2), flint (l) 

3 B (6-12") (2) projectile points chert (l), Jasper (l) 
(1) blade quartz!te 
(30) chips and flakes quartzite (15), chert (11), 

3hale (3), micaceous chert (l) 

3 C (12-18") (1) projectile point Jasper 
(2) bone fragments 
(3) retouched flakes chert (2), quartzite (l) 

(l**0) chips and flakes quartzite (75), chert (U8), 
limestone (10), sandstone (3), 
flint (2), Jasper (l), quartz 
(1) 

k A (0-6") (.1) projectile point chert 
(l) lock-washer 
(1) raano fragment sandstone 
(l) metate fragment — sandstone 
(83) chips and flakes quartzite (53), chert (23), 

shale (5), quartz (l), 
flint (l) 

k B (6-12") (l) metate fragment sandstone 
(5) retouched flakes quartzite 
(10) chips and flakes quartzite (9), shale (l) 

h C (12-18") (1) projectile point chert 
(l) blade — quartzite 
(1) retouched flake flint 
(38) chips and flakes quartzite (19), chert (15), 

quartz (3), Jasper (l) 

3,k D (18-2V) (1) blade - quartzite 
(2) roanos quartzite 
(1*2) chips and flakes chert (20), quartzite (16), 

quartz (3), flint (2), 
shale (1) 

3,1* E (2l*-30") (2) projectile points chert 
(l) blade quartzite 
(37) chips and flakes chert (22), quartzite (9), 

quartz (5), Jasper (l) 
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Unit Level Material 
J^T F (30-36") (3) projectile points chert (2), flint (I) 

(l) scraper quartzite 
(1) mono fragment quartzite 
(1) bone fragment 
(1) retouched flake chert 
(U9) chips and flakes quartzite (27), chert (11*), 

limestone (3), flint (l), 
shale (1) 

3,1* G (36-U2") (l) mano fragment quartzite 
(1) bone fragment 
(2) retouched flakes chert 
(16) chips and flakes chert (ll*), quartzite (3), 

Jasper (l) 

3,H H (1*2-1*8") (1) blade chart 
(1) drill - chert 
(19) chips and flakes chert (9), quartzite (7), 

limestone (2), quartz (l) 

3,h I (1*8-5L") (Q) chips and flakes quartzite (6), limestone (l), 
chert (1) 

8 A (0-6") (1) blade — quartzite 
(2) scrapers quartzite 
Ik) mono fragments — - — quartzite (2), sandstone (2) 
(3) bone fragments 
(k) retouched flakes chert 
(81*) chips and flakes quartzite (59), chert (18), 

shale (1.0, limestone (2), 
flint (1) 

8 B (6-12") (1) bone fragment 
(l) retouched flake chert 
(37) chips and flakes quartzite (26), chert (8), 

shale (2), quartz (l) 

8 C (12-18") (2) blades cbert (l), quartzite (l) 
(1*9) chips end flakes quartzite (30), shale (9), 

chert (8), sandstone (l), 
Jasper (1) 

(1) bone fragment 

9 A (0-6") (1) projectile point flint 
(l) aereper quartzite 
(17) chips and flakes chert (11), quartzite (5), 

limestone (l) 

9 B (6-12") (2) scrapers chert (1), quartzite (l) 
(1) core chert 
(3) netate fragments sandstone 
(1) mano fragment quartzite 
(9) chips and flakes chert (6), quartzite (2), 

shale (1) 



1U 

Unit Level Material 
9 0112-16'') (1) blade - chert 

(l) scraper — — limestone 
(1) mano fragment sandstone 
(18) chips and flakes chert (12), flint (2), 

limestone (2), Jasper (l), 
quartzite (l) 

8,9 D (18-2V) (1) blade chert 
(1) bone fragment 
(2) mano fragments limestone,(l) sandstone (1) 
(2) metate fragments sandstone 
(52) chips and flakes quartzite {k&), chert (8), 

shale (2) 

8,9 E (2U-3O") (1) projectile point chert 
(29) chips and flakes chert (16), quartzite (9), 

quartz (3), limestone (1) 

8,9 F (30-38") (1) projectile point chert 
(1) blade chert 
(2) scrapers chert (l), limestone (l) 
(1) metate fragment sandstone 
(l) cotter pin 
(3) retouched flakes quartzite (2), chert (1) 
(78) chips and flakes quartzite (Hi), chert (26), 

limestone (7), Jasper (2), 
shale (l), quartz (l) 

8,9 0 (36-H2") (10) chips end flakes quartzite (7), chert (3) 

8 H,I (H2-5H") (1) projectile point chert 
(9) chips and flakes quartzite (5), chert (U) 

8 J (5H-60") (4) flakes quartzite 

Remarks and recommendations; The test trench, placed through the western 
end of the midden, indicates that further excavation of this site is 
warranted. 

# • * 

5Mell Location: T.llS., R.101W-, S.17 

Description: This open site is located along the edge of a sandstone outcrop 
above JMelQ. Three possible dry, rough-course walls enclose a flat area 
approximately 20 feet square. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - No material culture was found on the surface, other than the 

regular stone borders described above. 
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Collected - Ro raaterialo vere collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: This site may he a campsite floor built histor­
ically , or naturally occuring fractured sandstone laid in horizontal strata. 
Wo further work at this site is recommended. 

u # # 

5Mel2 Location: T.llS., R.101W-, S.17 

Description; This open campsite is located near a large sandstone outcrop 
below the pre-Cambrian escarpment. The site lies on the monument bound­
ary, north of Gold Star Canyon. The site is approximately 200 feet in 
diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Extensive deposits of ash were evident on the surface. 

Collected - (2) blades — quartzite (l), limestone (l) 
(1) scraper — — — quartzite 

Remarks and recommendations; This site has been disturbed by amateurs. 
Testing is recommended. 

* * « 

5Mel3 Location: T.llS., R.101V. 

Description: This open site is located on and around a Morrison sandstone 
outcrop immediately northwest of gate no. 6. The site measures approx­
imately 300 feet in diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Fe.troglyphs were observed at tiro locations. Extensive ash 

deposits and grinding atone3 vere observed on the surface. 

Collected - (2) blades chert (l), quartette Jl) 
(2) scrapers •* shale (l), quartzite (1) 
(1) hemmerstone - — — - — shale 
(2) v.anos quartzite (l), sandstone (l) 
(2) flakes — chert (l), shale (l) 

Remarks and recoaimandatiqnp: The site has been extensively investigated by 
amateurs. Testing is x-ecommended. 

• « * 

5MelU Location: T.llS., R.101W. 

Description: This open campsite is located above the pre-Cambrian escarpment 
southeast of Cold Star Canyon. The cite is cut by an intermittent stream-
bed, and measures approximately 15 x UO yards. 
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Material Culture: 
Observed - Two shallow, untface, sandstone slab metates, charcoal, and 

ash were observed on the surface• 

Collected - No materials were collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: Ko further work is recommended at this site-

* » « 

5Mel5 Location: T.11S-, R.lOlw. 

Description: This open campsite Is located ebove the pre-Corabrian escarp­
ment, outside the unnamed canyon southeast of Gold Star Canyon. The site 
is approximately 20 feet in diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - A sandstone slab metate, ash deposits, and lithic chips and 

flakes were observed* 

Collected - Ko materials were collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: Ko further work is recommended at this site. 

* • « 

5Mel6 Location: T.11S-, R.lOlw. 

Description I This open campsite Is located on the west side of the floor of 
the unnamed canyon southeast of Cold Star Canyon. It is sheltered by 
large blocks of fallen sandstone, and Is near a dry wash. The site is 
approximately 25 feet In diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Evidence of a caspfire and lithic chips ware observed on the 

surface. 

Collected - No materials were collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: Ko further work is recommended at this site. 

* * « 

5Mel7 Location: T.lls., R.lOlw. 

Description: This open campsite Is located near the center of the floor of 
the unnamed canyon southeast of Gold Star Canyon. The site la located on 
the slope of a dry wash, and measures approximately 5° feet in diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Ash deposits and lithic chips and flakes were observed on the 

surface• 
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Collected - Ho materials were collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: Ho further work is recommended at this site. 

* * # 

5Mel8 Location: T.11S-, R.101W. 

Description: This open chipping station is located below the pre-Carabrian 
escarpment northeast of the unnamed canyon southeast of Gold Star Canyon. 
The site is located on a knoll above a large, intermittent streambed. 
The site measures approximately 100 feet in diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Lithlc chips and flakes were observed on the surface of the 

site* 

Collected - (3) projectile points chert 

Renuvrks and recommendations: No further work is recommended at this site. 

* * * 

5Mel9 Location: T.11S-, R-lOly., S-27 

Description: This open campsite 13 located above the pre-Cambrian escarp­
ment, northwest of the mouth of Ute Canyon. The site is located on a 
sandy eminence, adjacent to large fallen sandstone blocks, and is near 
an intermittent streambed. The site is approximately 50 feet in diameter. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - Evidence of scattered cempfires, and lithlc chips and flakes 

were observed on the surface. 

Collected - No materials were collected. 

Remarks and recommendations: No further work is recommended at this site. 

» * * 

5Me20 Location: T-llS-, R.lOlw., S-3U 

Description: This email rocksbelter is located between Xayenta and Wingate 
sandstone outcrops, along the fault line, north of the mouth of Ute Can­
yon. A small midden lies in front of the overhang, and materials were 
found over a radius of approximately 50 feet from the overhang. 

Material Culture: 
Observed - A large, pecked, bifacial, sandstone slab nictate, and ash de­

posits were observed on the surface of the site. 


