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Duration of Stay.--With the present complete absence of

facilities, duration of sitsy varies in the cese of
recraationists from a few hours Lo overnight, in soue
cases extending %o a day or two, with respect to lying at
anchor, sportfishing and skin diving. ILand visits

sesm L0 oversge somewhere betwesn a half hour and an
hour, except for an occasional photographer, or the
menpers of & selence class Or expsdition.

Means of Travel,--Means of travel have been almost exclusives
ly by small teat - almost bub not quite, for plainly

vigible wheel tracks on both islands and occasional
confidentizsl reports bear wliness o mauthorized landings
from time to time by light planes.

Interpretive Program.--At Channel Islands Hational Momuuent

the state of development with respect to accessibility,
lack of facilities, and limited public avareness of the
recreationsl and educationsl opportunities is roughly
comparable to the state of development and use at
Yeliowstons and Yosemite in 1907. For ihis reasowm
planning and development for this Monument necessarily must
progress through a series of stages reslistically gesred
to what the public actually is prepared to ubtilize.
Additionally, the unique marine sttractions, and the
development and use problems that they present, find little
or no precedent in the development history of mainland
Parks,

Accordingly, the interpretive program outlined here
is confined primarily to the mindmun of facilities that
clearly arve nesded abt once, with the understanding thet
as rapidly as additional public needs and interpretive
opportunitcies develop, appropriste studles nmust be made
to Getemmine how best to mesl the new conditiona. It
should be further understood that the initisl or
transition phase of development necessarily will be much
shorter for Channel Islends Fational Monument in this
highly mobile, leisure«{illed and recreation-coascious
tachnologicel age than it was £ifty ysare ago with respect
to Yellowstone and Yosemite. The millions of eager and
curious vacationists nov separated from these long~dormant
islands ©y only e few miles 0f water may be expected to
arrive in flood proportions if 4t should turm out thet the
islands offer samethinyg of wide popular sppeal. Looking
gnend thdrty to ALty years we can haraly doubt theb
ultinately this will be the case.
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Initial Visitor Reception Facilitles

Bxisting.--0n Anzcape existing facilities comsist
of & heavy wooden sign, 10 years old end much
weathered, saying, "Channel Islands Hational
Monument -« No Hunting . . ."; on Santa Barbara
Island - nothing.

Propoged.~=-Proposed initial visitor reception
facilities for Anmcepa are tled %o the development
center proposed at Frenchys Cove and would be part

of the Naturallst Information Office in the

visitor center. Descriptive leaflets for visitor
orlentation {inmcluding one for skin divers, see
Special Activities, below) end self-guiding

wreil leaflets, where sppropriate, would be availeble
in racks.

At Sante Barbara appropriate leaflets would
be placed in & weatherproof box in or near the
proposed Covernment shelter end/or storehouse where
the steep trail up from the boat lending reaches ths
level mesa (the site of the existing Coast Guard
"eabin” shown on Ceneral Development Plan Drawing
H4=CT 2051 ) -

Interpretive Center.~-At Anscapa this would be part
of or connected with the Inforwmatien (Qffice iu the
visitor center at Frenchys Cove. A Ranger and/or
Ranger-Naturalist should be avallable as needed for
angwering questions and suggesting things for which
%0 be on the lockout. Fhotographs and specimens

to assist 1n the identification of specislly
significant feasiures could be made available here

to the extent requlred, as describved more fvlly under
Propoged Facilities for Interpretive Staff.

Prgposed, Types of Displays.e~These should include
shaded rellel maps or nmodels showlng verlous stages in
the geologic evolution of the islands, including
encient Catalina, vhich united all the islands in

one greal island mass from the Cretacecus %o the
Middlie Mlocene, as well ss subseguent configurations
which temporarily Jeoined the islend group to the
mainland.
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Such displays also might include mop outlines,
or possitly shaded relief meps, with smell pictorial
representations spotted thereon showing a fevw
of the most congpicusus plants and animsls that
have been isolated there for so long that they have
become distlnet from meinland species.

A special neturel display of living undervater
1ife would be desirsble in this general vicinity,
88 described more fully under Special Activites.
However, this large scale project, which would have
to be leocated at the water, might well be supplemented
by & smm)l pictorisl or dlagrammatic display in the
Informetion Office - particularly if the full-sgcale
live display could not be constructed during the
firet years of extengive visitstion and use.

At Senta Barbara Island, because of the likelihood
of vandalism, visitor orientation facilitles would
be confined for the present to leaflets and simple
interpretive markers.

Displays of Publicabions.--In addition “o the
orientavion and self-gulding leaflets previously
menbioned, evenbually there should be placed on
display and sale et the Anscaps Visitor Center &
booklet with color illustrations describing Chaonnel
Islands Haticnzl Monument's three worlds - the yare
marine wildlife, the platesu wildflover gardens,
and the underwater srotics and kelp forests.

Orienvation Talks.--0Orientation talks will be glven
informally and in accordance with need at the Anscapa
Visitor Center by the ranger and/ocr naturalist.

Existing and Proposed Facilities for Interpretive .

Jtaff,--These can be rather slumple at the beginning,
and limited ©o the Visitor Center at Anscapa. '

OUffice Space probably can be limited at first to
2 desks, one Por the ranger and one for the
raturalist, at the Informetion Cffice in the
Visitor Center.

Work Room Space could be combined with study collece
tion and related stormge space in an adlacent room.
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Reference Library Tacilities in the initial
development pheése will consist of ons or iwo book
shelves for the comperatively scasl literature
pertaining to the Chemnel Islands.

Study Coliection Heeds will be more extensive even
at the beginning, because of the need for a local
plant rererence colliectlon for the identification
of wany of the significent islend plants. Such

a collection would be needed Dobth by the intere
pretive staff and by interested visitors. A small
eollection of gtudy sking of the wore difficult

to identify species of swall songblrds would be
needed for the seme purpose, as would & collectlon
of scme of the more comaon or conspicuous tide pool
invertebrates and sea weeds. In some of the sbove
instances, photographs, including an illuminzted
rack of kadochromes, migbt prove more satlisfectory
then preserved specimens.

Twe museunm c¢ollection cases in the store room
should suffice to house the refersnce collections.

Self=-tuiding and Conducted Trails and Tours.--(n
Anmceps the existing short trail that climbs gbout

106 yerds above Trenchys Cove in a generally essterly
dgirection (see General Development Plan Draving No.
Wi=3T-2051) should be made & self~guiding trail with
emphacls on the flowering plants encountered. This
trail would have special value and interest during the
spring - less during midsummer. The area available for
such & wall is limited and can hever tske care of
large numbers of people. Therefore ultimately, if
public need clearly Jjustiries, consideration might

be given to extending the flower walk to the much

nore extensive plateau ares or adjacent Middle Anacaps.
This could be done by the consiruction of catwalks,
and & suspension bridge of about 50 feet, between the
twe lslands, above the wave level of winter storms.

A self-guiding marine tidepool walk 1s recommended
on the south side of West Anacapa, extending from
the sand beach oppogite Frenchys Cove west along the
rocky shore for 300 yards or more. These tide pools
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would not be visible except at lov tide, at which tiume
it is not too dAifficult Yo walk along the shore for
several hundred yards wlithout benefit of any
improvements. However, if catwalks were comstructed
to enable visitors to skirt one or two obstructing
points of rock, the length of the walk, its interest
end the number of people it could sccommodate, would
be considerably increased,

Thig self-guiding tide pocl walk, also, should
extend several hundred feet, possibly more, eastward
from the shovementionsd sand beach, AL present
hiking in that direction %erminates at the entrance
to one of Angcaps’s many fascinating ses tunnels
which appear o extend deep into the heart of the
island. Consideration might be given to sgpanning
the rocks outside {he narrow tunnel entrance with &
short section of feot bridge, which could be removed
during the winter storm fesson i pscesséry. Such
& bridge wvould make accessible an additional arsa of
interesting tide pools beyond the tunnel entrence.

Sante Barbara Islavnd is not being considered
for self-gulding trails at this time because of
the possibility of vandalism, but scme of its
interesting features merit interpretive markers,
as indicated below.

Conducted tours would have exceedingly high
potential interest and undowbtedly will recejve
considerable emphasis in the long range interpretive
program. Even in the beginning stages of the prograuw,
plans should be made Tor occasionsl guided trips for
gpeclially interested groups.

One of these trips would be a bird and spring
flowering plant walk through the West Anacapa Bird
Refuge. The distance involved would be less than
2% miles, but owing $o the steepness of the elimb
from sega level to the high plateau, the many superd
views, spectacular plant displays, bird vrookeriss
and unusual pholtographic opportunities everywhere,
this should be & lelsurely Lox lunch hike.
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The route followed by most parties in making
this hike in the pest commences with & landing by
gkif{ near the west tip of West Anscaepa, [olliowed
by a climb up the backbone of the ridge te the
plateau area and thence by veried routes which
finally unite and teminate at a stecp descent
$o & small cove on the north side of the island,
where the party is picked up sgain by skif?,
However, landing conditiocns st the west tip area
usvally are rather rugged, owing to the slippery
rocks, except in the caluest seas. Therefore
in the future it may be found advisable to start
a3 well as terminate the hike ai the small north
side cove mentioned above. Although the uphill
climb from this cove is tougher than at the west
end, the cove is sheliered, offers easy landing
conditions and is only a few minutes by skiff from
Frenchys Cove. Eventuslly an informal trail
could be built up the steepest pitch sbove the
cove, bub this should 1ot be done unless or until
a rapger or ranger-naturalist is permanently on
duty tC prevent unsuthorized use of such & traidl.

Another cccaeglonsl conducted tour, for
specislly intereated groups, would be & spring
flowering plent walk on Middle Anscaps Island.
The flower show, the views and the photographic
possibilities are not &s profuse or spectaculer
&5 on West Anacepas, and there sre relatively few
nesting bvirds, but the trip is nevertheless very
worthwhile. Moreover, landing conditions by skiff
(in the sbsence of the possible suspension bridge
mentioned ebove) are easy, and the elimd to the
platesn area is much less difficult than the one
on West Anacapa. This conducted tour mighi prove
more popular than the other for older and less
active visitors.

Under the heading of conducted tours shonuid be
mentioned & possible glass-bottomed boat tour of
the island and its kelp beds by the concessioner.
Such tours have been & feabure athractlon at
Cotaling Islend for many years, and the richness
of the fich faunse in the clear, deep waters arcund
Anscapa indlcates g comparable potentiality.
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Other Pacilities and Services

Trajliside Exhiblts.--0n Ansceps the best strategic
spot should be selected on the trail ebove Frenchys
landing for a compréhevnsive view of the island

and of other islands and the mainland. A small,
compact trailside exbibit here would identify and
interpret all landmarks and features of special
interest to be seen from this vantage point, including
the marine tidepocls im the foreground below,
geologic features illustreted by the cliffs towering
above the visitor center, and nore distant lendmarks
such as the other islands of the Anscapa chelin,

Santa Cruz Tsland {(if visible from this point) and
the mainland. Bventually, if use of Middle Anscaps
Island should becouwe extensive, & similar orientation
exhibit might be considersd for that area, as the
viev is more inclusive than at Frenchys Cove.

Interpretive Markers.--Markers, substantially
mounted and sunchored above the tide line, will be
needed $o deelinate the princlipal marine tide pool
sreas on the south side of Anacaps:; one or more
west of the sand besch and one east of the sand
beach in the vicinity of the previously described
sea tunnel. The tunpel; on account of its geologlc
and scenic interest, probadbly should have its own
marker as well.

Sants Barbsre [sland's many interesting featurses

- pecessarlily will have to be designated by interpretive

merkers rather then by wore elaborate devices because
of the possibllity of vandalism. One such marker
should be placed at the Govermment shelier where the
trail from the landing cove reaches the top of the

isliand, &t the location currvenitly occupied by the old

Coast Guard shed, marked "cabin®™ on Drawing No.
Mi-01=-2051., This marker would indicate the distances
and general directions with respect %o the ses lion
overlook, the hilgh peak overlcok, and any others.

A wveather-proof hox containing leaflets alvesdy has
been mentioned for this location,.
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About one-eighth of @ mile from the shelier
at the fork in the road (made years ago by an
unauthorized vehicle and now constitubing 2 clearly
merked trail) & directionsl sign would be needed
to direct visitors {a) south om ons branch of the
road to the sea lion overlook and {b) southwest
to the bhigh peak overlook. Another sign would be
needed 8% & point where the visitor must leave the
south trail and hike about one-sighth of 2 mile
east t0 the adge of the bluff vhich constitutes
the sea lion overlook,

Additionally, markers should be placed at the
overlocks themsleves. The high peak overlook should
identify Cataling, San Clemente, San Nicolas Island
end Gull Islands, which are visible at verious points
and distaences from the observer, and perbaps include
samething of the interpretive story as seen {rom
the marker location.

At the present time it is imposslible o meke
a Tinal recommendation on vhether or not to include
information on the west side of Sante Barbsra (sland
in the leaflet ard in the interpetive marker program.
The most scenic sea lion beaches are st the northwest
tip of the islend, and prior Lo the gpring of 1957
that arca vas ope e be most hizhly recommended o
visiters. However, in 1957 the small pelicsn colony
of some 3C peirs thet had nested in that area for
many years suddenly was increassd by about 1,500
newcomers. This uew nesting colony is on unprotected,
velatively level ground and is sc close to the
sea lion area of the porthwest tip that the birds
certainly would be Beriously dlsturbed by visitors
during the spring months. Consequently, plans for
this part of the island must be held in ebevance until
the future intentions of the pelicans can be determined.

Exbibitsein-Place.~-The marine tidepools previously
described, and the underwater display to be
described under Special Activities, can De considered
a3 exhibits-in-place.




