


















































































I:nterpre-tation 
Pat:;e lle 
December 195l3 

\\~ad.em small craft are so rnucb faster than 
pre-war types tlw.t they can easily take advs.ntage 
of good weather to make a quick run to or !':com the 
isl.ands. More a.."ld more people in the middle and 
lo,1e:r in,.::oroe brackets a.re 'becomirJ,t; owre rs of small 
boats. An increasin[:; n1lliber of people are i:avin 6 
more i.md more leisure th.an ever before for boating, 
and for recreation in gene:ral.. 

'l'he popu.J.at;ion of California is increasir.1g 
rapidly~ at a rate for the Los Angeles area alone 
of 4,200 new people every week (San f':rancisco Chronicle, 
July 23, 1957). In 1957 the popvlation residing 
within 200 miles of tr.e Channel Islands National Monument 
was estimated at 8½ million, with forecasts i:c.d.;i~ca.ting 
a much higher populatio:c for tlle fu~u.re. 

The curios:l ty a.r,d. int.erest, of such a t.remen<tcu.s r, 
increasingly tosting-r.iinc.'ted nearby popul&tion b.a'le 
resulted in a very perceptible increase in visitation 
even ·c;o :remote Santa Barba.:i::-a :folru1d1 i1.1 s~oite t)f the 
cQ!.llplete lack of facilities and of publicity. !'!e.tionel 
Park Service work parties found ci.uring weekGlons 
assignments in the late surome:r that &1n'ta E:arbara Island 
averaged only about one recreation shore pa~ty per week 
in 1955 and 1956 but averaged one shOl'..'e party per day 
in 1957. The size of 'Ghe inf'lu.x tri.et would result if 
well s,dvert:1.sed. shore i'acili ties antl low--cost concession• 
operated tl"'Wlsportation were available, can only be 
conjectuxed but it seems certain that eventually such 
conditions will prevail. 

Seasonal Distrtbution.-aSeasono.l distribution of beating 
is spread over a consid.erable period. owing to the 
mildness of tbe climate. In general, excellent boating 
prevails from April, af•!;Gr the uim'ly perlod of early 
spdng has died down, until October or l~ovember rihen 
the firnt -winter storms arrive. llo-v1ever, for obvious 
reasons, the e.ct;ual pea.k season .more closely coincides 
with the school vacation p-sI'io..:J.. Equally obvious;i 
most of the small cr--cl.ft come from Celiforru.e. coastal 
:points between Santa P.a.rbura and San Diego. 

§J2,;;_cial Group~.~-In~w.ries are received occasionally 
from special groups, pa.rticu.larly the local chapt.ers 
of the Audubon Socie·~y and the Sierra Clii.b :> but the 
absence of all fecili ties has d.iscom~a.ged. the:mo It is 
understood, nowe•m:r, that certain college ncien.ce clasGes, 
like the scientific expeditions; occasionally cre;e.nize 
and successfully cerr-y ov.t their own group -t;:ri:ps. 



(4) 

Interpretation 
Page 15 
December'l958 

~ration of Stax.D-With the r,resent com:plet.e absence of 
facilitiesi duration of stay varies in the case of 
recreationists from a few hours to overnight, in some 
cases extending to a day or two6 with respect to lying at 
anchor, sportfishing ei:i.a. skin ci.iving. Land visits 
seem to average somewhere between a half hour and an 
hour, except for an occasioool photographer, or tbe 
members of e science class or expedition. 

-7 

Means of Travel.- ... Means of travel have been almost exclusive"' 
ly by em.all boat .. al.most but not quite, for plainly 
visible wheel tracks on both islands and occaeionru. 
con:fidentie.l reports bear witness to unauthorized. landinge 
from time ·to time by light planes. 

,!nte!12reti':'e Progra.m.--At Cnannel Islands National Monument 
the state of developmer.t Hith respect to accessibility, 
lack of facilities, and limited public awarenesa of the 
recreational and educational opportunities is roughly 
comparable to the state of development aud use et 
Yellowstone and Yosemite in 1907. For this reason 
planning and development fo:r this Monuwent necessarily must 
progress through a series of stages realistically geared 
to what the public actually is prepared to utilize. 
Additionally, the unique marine attractions, and the 
development and use problems that they present, find little 
or no precedent in the development history of mainland 
Parks. 

Accordine;ly, the interpretive program outlined here 
is con.fined primarily to the minimum of facilities that 
clearly are needed at once, with the understanding that 
as rapidly as additiorua.1 public needs and interpretive 
opportunities develop, appropriate studies must be rmade 
to determine how best to meet the new conditions. It 
should be further unde:tst;ood that the initial or 
transition phase of development necessarily will be much 
shorter for Channel Islands National Monwnent in th:i.s 
hiJhly mobile, leisu.re,..filled and recreatiori.,,conscious 
technolog:l.ceJ. age than it was fifty years ago with respect 
to Yellowstone and Yosemite. 'Hie millions of eager and 
curious vacationists now separated from these long .. do~nt 
islands by ouJ.y a fe.r miles of water may be expected to 
arrive in flood proportions if it should turn out that the 
islands offer somethin1s of wide popular appeal. Looking 
ahead t,hirty to fifty years we can ha1·oly doubt that 
ultiBately this will be the case. 
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{a) Ipitial Visitor Recel?tion Facilities 

~ieti~,. --On An.ace.pa. existing fe.cili ties consist 
of a heavy wooden sign, 16 years old and much 
weathered, saying, "Channel Islands National 
.Monument .. No Hunting ... 0

; on Santa Barbara 
Island - nothing. 

Prqposed.~~Proposed initial visitor reception 
facilities for Anacapa are tied to the development 
center proposed at Frenchys Cove and woul.d be part 
of the Naturalist Information Office in the 
visitor center. Descriptive lea!lets for visitor 
orientation (including one for skin divers, see 
Special Activities, below) end self-guiding 
trail leaflets, where appropriateJ would be available 
in racks. 

At Santa Barbara appropriate leaflets would 
be placed in e weatherproof box in or near the 
proposed Government shelter end/or storehouse where 
the steep trail up frO:rll the boat landing reaches the 
level mesa (the site of the ,existing Coast Guard 
"cabin" shown on General Development Plan Drawing 
NM•CI ~2051) • 

(b) Iutel"!?retive Center.••At Anacapa this would be part 
of or connected with the ln.?.ormation Office in the 
visitor center at Frenchys Cove. A Ranger a:nd/or 
Ranger-Naturalist should be available as needed for 
answering questions and suggesting things for which 
to be on the lookout. Photographs and specimens 
to assist in the identification of specially 
significant features could be made available here 
to the extent required., es described more fully under 
Proposed Facilities for Interpretive Staff. 

f!.o.:eosed T°'.,rpe~ of DisplaY.!.•"•These should include 
shaded relief maps or models showing various stages in 
the geologic evolution of the islands, including 
ancient Catalina, wh:1.ch united all the isla.u<ls in 
one gree.t island mass from the Cretaceous to the 
Middle Miocene, as well as subseq_v.ent configurations 
which temporarily joined the island group to the 
mainland. 

-----, 
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Sucb dlsplay.s also might 1.nclude ma.:p outlines, 
or possibly ar..acled relief maps, with small pictorial 
representations spotted. thereon sho'lrl.ng a few 
of the most conspicuous plants and anll~.als that 
have "been isolated. there for so long t'r.at they have 
become distinct frOJ~ mainland species. 

/{ special natural display of living unde.l"water 
life would be desirable in this general vicinity, 
as described more fully under ~cie.J. Act!_vite~. 
However, this large scale project, which would hav·e 
to be located at the water, m..i.ght well be supplemented 
by a small pictorial or diag,rammatic display in the 
Infona.ation Office~ particularly if the full~ocale 
live display couJ.d not be constructed during the 
first years of extensive visitation and use. 

At Santa .Barbara Island, because of the likelihood 
of vandalism, visitor orientation facilities would 
be confined for the present to leaf.lets and simple 
interpretive :markers. 

Displa7s of ~blicationso••In addition to the 
oriente:tion and seli'--guiding leaflet;s previously 
mentioned, eventually there should be placed on 
display and sale at the Anacapa·Visitor Center a 
booklet with c:olor illustrations describing Channel 
Islands National Monument's three worlds~ the ';rare 
marine wildlife~ the plateau wildflower gardens~ 
and the underwater grottos &.."ld kelp fores ts~ 

Orientation Talks.•cOrientation talks will be given 
inform.a.lly and in accordance with need at the Auacapa 
Visitor Cente:c by the ranger and/er nati1.ralist. 

Existing and ProRosed Facilities for Inter:Qret.ive . 
:~q. ~ .. 1'hese can be rather simple at the beginning, 
and limited to the Visitor center at Anacapa. • 

Office SEaC.§;. probably can be limited at first to 
2 desks, one for ·the ranger and one for the 
naturalist, et the Information Office in the 
Visitor Ctinter. 

Y!ork Room SJ2!~ could be combined with study collec­
tion and related storage space in an adjacent room. 
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Reference Librar,v Fadlitis-s ii) the initial 
development phase will consist of or.e Ol~ two book 
shelve!:$ for the comparatively scant literature 
pertaining to the Channel Isla.nus. 

Study Collection Needs will be more extensive even 
at the beginning; because of the need for a local 
plant :t.•ef'erence collection .l:'or t.he identification 
of many of the $ignificant island plants. Such 
a collect.i01.1 would. be needed ·DOth by the inter .. 
pre ti ve staff and by interest,ed visitors. A small 
collection of stud;y skins oi' the more d.i..fficu.lt 
to identify opecies of small songb:l.rd.s would be 
needed for the same pu:F_pose) as would a collection 
of some of the :mor-e common or conspicuous tide pool 
invertebre.tf!S and sea weeds. In some of the above 
instances, photographs, including an illurn:!.112,ted 
rack of. k.adochromes, might prove more satisfactory 
than preserved speciule1Js. 

T.'uo museum collection cases in the store room 
should suffice to house the reference collections. 

~elf-:N.idin§ e.p.;,l _Conducted irai~s and T?!ll's .... ~On 
Anace.pa the existing short trail that climbs about 
1.00 yards above Frenchys Cove in a generally easterly 
direction (see General Development Plan Drawing No. 
NM-GI--2051) should be made a self .. guiding trail with 
emphasis on the flowering plants encountered. This 
trail would have special value and interest during the 
spring - leas during midsummer. The area available for 
such a walk is li...'ni ted and can hever take ca.re of 
lar·ge numbers of people. Therefore ultimately, if 
public need clearly justifies; consideration might 
be given to extending the flower walk to the much 
more extensive plateau area.on adjacent Middle Ana.caps,. 
This could be done by the construction of catwalks, 
and a suspension bridge of a.bout 50 feet, between the 
two islands, above the wave level of winter storms. 

A self~guiding marine tidepool walk. is :recommended 
on the south side of West. A:ae.capa, extending from 
the sand beacl'. opposite F'renchys Cove west along the 
rocky shore for 300 yard.s or more. These tide pools 
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would not be visible except et low tide 9 at which time 
it is not too difficult to walk along the shore for 
several hundred yards wit-;hout benefit of ~Y 
improvements. However, U catwalks were constructed. 
to eoo.ble visitors to skirt one or two obstructing 
points of rock, the length of the walk, its interest 
a.no. the number of people it could. e.ccormuod.ateJ would 
be considerably increased~ 

This self-guiding tide pool walk, also, shottld 
extend several hundred feet] :possibly more, eastward 
from t.he abovementioned sand beach. At present 
hik:i.ng in. that direction tsrmi:netes at the entrance 
to one of' Anecapa's raemy fascinating sea. twmels 
which appear to extend deep in'00 the heart of th~ 
island. Considerat;ion might be gi. ven to .spanning 
the rocks outside the narrow tunnel entrance with a 
short section of foot bridge 7 which could be removed 
during the winter storm Beason if necessary. Su<:!h 
a bridge wov.ld make acceesible an additionel area of 
interesting tide pools b~yond the tunnel entrenc~. 

Santa Barbara Island. is not being cons:i.dered. 
for self~gtliding trails at this time because of 
the possibility cf vandalism, but some of its 
interesting features merit interpretive markers, 
as indicated below. 

Conducted tours wow.d have exceedingly high 
potential interest and undoubtedly will receive 
considerable emphasis in the long range interpretive 
program. Even in the beginning stages of the program, 
plans should be made for occasional guided trips for 
specially interested groups. 

One of these trips would be a bird and spring 
flowering plant "18.lk through the West Ana.ca.pa Bird 
Refuge. 'l'he distance involved would be less than 
2½ miles, but owing to the steepness of the climb 
from sea level to the high plateau, the many superb 
v-iews, spectacular plant displays, bird rookeries 
and unusual pho·togra.phic opportunities everywhere, 
t:nis s11ould be o. leisurely 1:ox .lu.nd, hike. 
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'I'he route followed by most parties in malting 
this !:like in the pa.st commences with a landing by 
sltiff near the west tip of West Anacapa, followed 
by a climb up the backbone of the ridge to the 
pla.te@.u area and thence by varied routes which 
finally u_rute and terminate at a steep descent 
to a small cove on the north side of the island, 
where the party is picked up again by skiff. 
However, landing conditions at the west tip area 
usu.ally are rather rugged, owing to the slippery 
rocks, except in the calmest, seas. 1'herefore 
in the future it may be found advisable to start 
as well as tenninate the hike at the sm&ll north 
side cove mentioned above. Although the uphill 
climb from this cove is tougher than at the west 
end, the cove is sheltered, offers easy landing 
conditions and is only a few minutes by skiff f'rora 
Frenc:hys Cove. Eventually an in.formal trail 
could be built up the steepest pitch above the 
cove, bu.t this should. not bed.one unless or \Ultil 
a ranger or ranger-naturalist is permanently on 
duty to prevent unauthorized use of such a trai1. 

Another occasional conducted tour, for 
specially interested groups, would be s, spring 
flowering plant walk on Middle An.ace.pa Island. 
The flower show, the views and the photographic 
possibilities are not as profuse or spectacular 
as on West Anacepa, and there are relatively few 
nesting birds~ but the trip is nevertheless very 
worth,1hile. Moreover, landing conditions by skiff 
(in the absence of' the possible suspension bridge 
mentioned above) are easy, and the climb to the 
plateau area is much less d.ifficuJ.t than the one 
on West Ana.ca.pa. This conduc'ued tour might proYe 
more popular than the other for older and less 
active visitors. 

Under the heading of conducted t;ours should be 
mentioned a possible gla.ss .. bottomed boat tour of 
the island and its kelp beds by the concessioner. 
Such tou.rs have been & feature a~traction at 
CataliP.a.Island for mai:y years, and the richness 
of the fish fauna in the clear, deep waters arou...~d 
Anacapa indicates a comparable potentiality. 
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Tra.ilsitle Exhi.bits.--On Anacapa the best strategic 
spot should be selected on the trail above Frenchys 
tanding for a comprehensive view of the island 
and of other islands and the mainland. A sme.11, 
compact t,railside ex..½ibit here would identify and. 
interpret all lan.dmarks and features of special 
interest to be seen fro.m this vantage point, including 
the marine tidepools in the foreground belowj 
geologic features illustrated by the cliffs towering 
above the visitor center, and more distant lend.marks 
such as the other islands of the Anacapa chain, 
Santa Cruz :Cslanu. (if visible from this point) and 
the mainland. Eventually, if use of Middle Ane.cape 
Island shoUld become extensive, a similar orientation 
eXh.ibi'c might be considered :for that 1::1,rea, as the 
view is more inclusive than at Frenchys Cove. 

~retive Mar~e:;:-s .... -:tv'iarkers, substantially 
mounted and anchored above the tide line, will be 
needed to designate ·the principal zne.rine tide pool 
areas on the south side of Anacapa~ one or more 
west of the sand bei:..ch end one east of the sand 
beach in i;;he vicinity of the prevtou.sly described 
sea. tunnel. '!.'he t,vnnel, on account of its geologic 
and scenic interest, probably should have its own 
marker as well. 

Santa Barbara Island's many interesting features 
necess~1,1•1ly will h&ve to be designated by interpretive 
markers rather -than by more elaborate devices because 
of the po1,sibility of vandalism. One such marker 
should be placed at the Govermnent shelter where the 
t:r-a.il from the lana.ing cove reaches the ·!;op of the 
islan9,,at the location currently occup5.ed by the old 
Coast Guard shed., marked 11cabin 11 on Drawing Ho. 
NM-c1~2051. This marker would indicate the distances 
and general directions with respect to the sea lion 
overlook, the high peak overlook, and any others. 
A weathc:r-proof box containing leaflets already has 
been mentioned for this location. 
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About one-eighth of a. mile from the shelter 
at the fork in the road (made years ago by an 
unauthorized vehicle and now constituting a clearly 
marked ·trail) a direction.e.1 sign would be needed 
to direct. vis:l. tors (a) south or1 one branch of the 
rood to the sea lion overlook and (b) southwest 
to the high pelilk overlook. Another sigr.i would be 
needed at a point where the visitor mu.at leave the 
south trail and hike about oneffe!ghth of e. mile 
east to the edge of the bluff which constitutes 
the sea lion overloolt. 

Additionally, markers should be placed at the 
overlooks themsleves. 'l'he high peak overlook should 
identify Cataline., San Clemente, San Nicolas Island 
and Gull Islands, which are visible at, various :points 
and clistances from the observer, and perhaps include 
something of the interpretive story as seen from 
the marker locat1.on. 

At the present time it is impossible to make 
a final recomme11dation on whether or not to include 
information on the west side of Senta Barbara. Island 
in the leaflet and 1n the inteTpetive marker :program. 
The most scenic sea lion beaches are at the northwest 
tip of the island, and prior 'i:;o the spring of 1957 
that, area was one ·~o be most hi~' recommended to 
visitors. However, in 1957 th~ small pelican colony 
of some 30 pairs that had nested in that &rea for 
many years suddenly was increased by about l,500 
newcomers. This Xlew nesting colony is on unpTotectedJ 
relatively level ground and is so close to the 
sea. lion area of the northwest tip that the birds 
certainly would be seriously disturbed by visitors 
during the spring months. Consequentl~·, plans for 
this part of the island must be held in abeyance 1.1.nt:i.l 
the future intentions of the pelicans can be d.~termined. 

Ex.hibits•in-Place.~•Tb.e marine tidepools previously 
described, and the underwater display to be 
descr:i.bed under ~:pecial Ac~ivi~!,_~s, can be considered. 
as exhibits-in-place. 


