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1. Name of Property Chiricahua National Monument Historic Designed Landscape 

historic name_ 

other name/site number Wonderland of Rocks; Rhyolite Park; The Pinnacles; Say Yahdesut "Point of Rocks" 

2. Location 

street & number: Chiricahua National Monument (CHIR) 12856 E. Rhyolite Canyon Road not for publication 
city/town: Willcox X vicinity 
state: Arizona code: AZ county: Cochise code: 003 zip code: 85643 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this D nomination D request 
for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places an 
meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property D meets G does not meet 
the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significance D nationally D statewide G locally. (D See 
continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Signature of certifying official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

D entered in the National Register 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National Register 
D See continuation sheet. 

G determined not eligible for the National Register. 

Q removed from the National Register. 

G other (explain): 



Chiricahua National Monument Historic Designed Landscape Cochise County, Arizona 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

D private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
X public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 
D building (s) 
X district 
Dsite 
D structure 
D object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing). 

Historic Park Landscapes in the National and 
State Parks (1995) Linda Flint McClelland 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
Contributing Noncontributing 

16 14 buildings 
7 2 sites 
24 10 structures 
1 objects 
48 26 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
the National Register 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
RECREATION & CULTURE/Outdoor Recreation 
RECREATION & CULTURE/Museum 
LANDSCAPE/Park 
TRANSPORTATION/Road-related 
TRANSPORTATION/Pedestrian-related 
GOVERNMENT/Public Works 
DOMESTIC/lnstitutional Housing 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RECREATION & CULTURE/Outdoor Recreation 
RECREATION & CULTURE/Museum 
LANDSCAPE/Park 
TRANSPORTATION/Road-related 
TRANSPORT ATlON/Pedestrian-related 
GOVERNMENT/Public Works 
DOMESTIC/lnstitutional Housing 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

LATE 19th & EARLY 20th CENTURY AMERICAN 
MOVEMENTS/National Park Service Rustic Style 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Concrete 
walls Stone/rhvolite block and rubble 
roof Wood shingle/Asphalt tile 
other Various - see individual descriptions 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
SOCIAL HISTORY 
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION 
CONSERVATION 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
ARCHITECTURE 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
D A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 

purposes. 
D B removed from its original location. 
D C a birthplace or a grave. 
D D a cemetery. 
D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
D F a commemorative property. 
D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 

within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Period of Significance 
1924-1940 

Significant Dates 
1923-1932 
1932-1934 
1934-1940 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
Edward Murray Riqqs 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Various - see Section 8 narrative 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested. 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

# 

D Other state agency 
X Federal agency 
X Local government 
X University 
X Other 
Name of Repository: 
National Archives, Chiricahua National Monument 
Archives, Western Archeoloqical & Conservation 
Center, Arizona Historical Society. National Park 
Service Western Regional Office 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 
D State historic preservation office 
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10. Geographical Data ; 

Acreage of Property approx. 10,000 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 _ 3 _ 
2 4 

V See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Robin Lothrop Pinto with assistance from R. Brooks Jeffery and Mike Lovato 

organization University of Arizona, Preservation Program date May 21 2007 

street & number 6335 E. Paseo Otoño telephone (520) 529 - 2741 
city or town Tucson state:AZ zip code 85750 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative Black and White photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO) 

name Chiricahua National Monument, National Park Service 
street & number 12856 E. Rhyolite Canyon Road telephone (520) 824 - 3560 
city or town Willcox state AZ zip code 85643 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National register of Histpric Places to nominate properties for 
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance 
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instruction, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork 
Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Summary 

Chiricahua National Monument is located in the northwest portion of the Chiricahua Mountain range in southeastern Arizona (Map 1). 
The monument was established by President Calvin Coolidge in 1924 to protect and preserve its geological features. Edward M. 
Riggs, owner of the adjacent Faraway Ranch, constructed numerous trails during its early years so that his visitors might view the 
features within the Wonderland of Rocks. Major development of the monument began in 1932 during the Great Depression and 
continued until 1940. In 1932 US Forest Service (USFS), the administrating agency, in conjunction with the Bureau of Public Roads 
constructed Bonita Canyon Highway. After the transfer of administration to the National Park Service (NPS) in 1933, National Park 
Service architects, engineers, and landscape architects planned the layout and development of the monument's other structures and 
buildings using principles of naturalistic landscape design and rustic architecture. A Civilian Conservation Corps camp, NM2A, 
provided labor to build hiking trails, upgrade the USFS road, and construct administration, residential, utility and visitor service 
buildings. 

For the sake of simplicity and organization of the nomination, the Chiricahua Historic Designed Landscape has been divided into nine 
separate units containing seven sites and two major structures (see Table of Contents, pg. i, and Map 2). The seven sites include the 
Administration, Residential, and Utility sites as well as Massai Point, Sugarloaf Peak, the Public Campground, and the CCC Campsite. 
The two structures, Bonita Canyon Highway and the Trail System, each cover substantial distances within the monument and have 
numerous additional structures associated with them. Detailed descriptions of each of the nine sites or structures follow the discussion of 
landscape characteristics. 

Contributing Resources of the Historic Designed Landscape 

Location and Setting 
The Chiricahua National Monument is a component landscape of Chiricahua Mountain Range in southeastern Arizona. That landscape is 
part of the basin and range system, a series of north-south trending mountain ranges interspersed by grasslands. This basin and range 
system covers the southern portions of Arizona and New Mexico and the northern regions of Sonora and Chihuahua. The climate is typical 
of southwestern deserts generally dry during much of the year. Rainfall comes in two intervals during the summer monsoon season from 
July to September and the during winter storms from November to March. Average annual precipitation is approximately 19.3". The 
ecosystem within the monument is representative of the confluence of four biotic communities from the Sierra Madre and Rocky 
Mountains, and the Sonora and Chihuahua deserts. Elevations range between 5100' at the entrance station and 7325' near Cochise Head. 
Vegetation varies from grasslands with Pinyon Pine and Juniper through upland oak and Ponderosa Pine forests. 

Situated on the western slopes of the Chiricahua Range, the monument is dissected by two major drainages that converge at its western 
edge. These two drainages, Bonita and Rhyolite Creeks, define the major access routes through the monument. The presence of numerous 
springs within Bonita Canyon is the primary reason for prehistoric and historic use. Other topological features include a broad, high-
elevation (6700') plateau cut into smaller and larger components by the aforementioned drainages and the lower-elevation valleys in which 
most of the built landscapes have evolved. 

The geological formations, enormous rhyolite columns in strange, eroded shapes, were created 27 million years ago from a series of 
eruptions from the Turkey Creek Caldera, an ancient volcano located eight miles south. Ash debris from the eruptions fused together 
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through heat and pressure to form welded rhyolite tuff. The area was exposed to three episodes of explosion and ash deposition; three 
distinct layers of tuff up to 1000' in depth are found in the monument. These layers are interspersed by thinner regions of unwelded ash. 
The ash flows were subsequently covered by lava, only a small remnant of which exists at the top of Sugarloaf Mountain. Water seeped 
into vertical faults or cracks in the welded tuff and gradually eroded sufficient material to leave behind the rhyolite-spire clusters that are 
now known as the Wonderland of Rocks (Pallister, DuBray, and Hall 1993). 

Land-use and Activities 
Archaeological and documentary evidence shows that the Chiricahua Apache used this area as part of their home range during Spanish, 
Mexican, and later American historic periods. The Chiricahua Apache viewed the monument area as a sacred site and would travel to 
the Wonderland of Rocks to listen the voices of departed family members ("Say Yahdesut is Apache Spelling for Our New Park"). 
They used Bonita Canyon as an east-west transportation route and utilized the local environment procure essential resources for 
survival —' water and food products as well as those resources taken from other nearby residents. The Chiricahua Apache were 
permanently removed from the area in 1886. 

In 1854 the region was acquired by the United States from Mexico as part of the Gadsden Purchase in order to provide the country with an 
east-west railroad route available throughout the year. Early homesteaders and ranchers began to settle nearby in the late 1870s. They 
were attracted to the area for its abundant grasses in the adjacent Sulphur Springs Valley, the aforementioned springs, and the relative 
protection of the nearby military encampment of Fort Bowie. Ja Hu Stafford possibly used the area now called the Silver Spur Meadow for 
growing truck produce. 

The Chiricahua Mountain range was set aside as Forest Reserve in 1902 in order to protect its timber and water resources. Neil Erickson, 
one of the earliest homesteaders, was hired as the first Ranger of the Forest Reserve. In 1917 Neil's daughters, Lillian Erickson (later 
Riggs) and her sister, Hildegard, began entertaining paying guests at their Faraway Ranch in Bonita Canyon. The ranch continued to 
entertain visitors for the next 60-plus years. A small portion of the range was transferred to national monument status in 1924 and remained 
under the administration of the US Forest Service. Forest Service rangers built a few trails into the area for transportation and later 
constructed a short road terminating a small campground before 1929 for visitor use. Lillian and Ed Riggs continued to build more trails 
throughout the monument in order to entertain their horseback-riding visitors (Figure 1). In 1933 the administration of Chiricahua, as well 
as that of all other national monuments, was transferred to the National Park Service. During the Great Depression, local leaders from 
surrounding communities lobbied the US Forest Service and later the National Park Service to develop the monument in order to provide 
jobs and attract tourist dollars to the region. 

The integrity of land-use and activities is high. Chiricahua Apache descendents now return periodically to the area to reacquaint 
themselves with their historic landscape. While grazing was phased out of monument lands in the early 1970s, private lands to the west 
and the surrounding Chiricahua National Forest are still used for cattle grazing today. Today the monument hosts 61,000 visitors each year 
who come to view the wildlife and geological features, hike its trails, stay at the public campground, and tour the historic Faraway Ranch. 

Patterns of Spatial Organization 
Spatial organization refers to associations between man-made spaces and sites within the monument (Map 2, 3). These associations were 
generally determined by local landforms, changes in topography, circulation systems, and the need to cluster or separate activities within 
the monument. The availability of water was another important criterion for original siting of visitor or park personnel structures. 

Large-scale planning for relating spaces and activities began after Bonita Canyon Highway was completed in 1934. The Visitor Center 
and Public Campground areas were sited close to the then eastern boundary of the monument. These two sites still comprise the main 
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points of interaction between visitors and park personnel. The original Ranger Station (later rebuilt as the Visitor Center) was sited on a 
small level bench near the confluence of the Rhyolite and Bonita Creeks. Here Bonita Canyon Highway bends strongly to follow Bonita 
Creek drainage. The highway's curve provides good automobile access, visibility and visitor safety along the outside of the turn. The 
Public Campground was located further up the road on another level area closer to Bonita Creek. The Utility and Residential Areas were 
clustered together away from the main roadway for purposes of privacy and security. These sites were situated along a long, shallow bench 
above the Visitor Center area. The more recent additions to the original layout, such as the modern residences and new Visitor Center, 
have all been incorporated into the same sites. 

Cultural Traditions 
The historic designed landscape within Chiricahua National Monument contains evidence of National Park Service cultural traditions in its 
layout, construction methods and use of indigenous materials. Development of the monument occurred during the height of the naturalistic 
landscape design and rustic architectural styles. National Park Service landscape architects, architects, and engineers directed many of the 
individual construction projects. Construction was accomplished using hand labor provided by Civilian Conservation Corps enrollees. 
These enrollees were taught technical skills and trained by locally employed men (LEMs) themselves highly skilled in each of their crafts. 
Construction materials for buildings were collected from the local landscape. Rubble boulders or stone cut from a quarry on the south side 
of the monument provided most of the building material. Revegetation materials were also collected from the immediate area and 
transplanted to cover any landscape damage that occurred during construction. 

The integrity of the buildings and structures is high. The original design styles, construction techniques and materials are readily apparent. 

Circulation Networks 
Circulation patterns were primarily determined by drainages. Bonita Canyon has historically been used by early settlers as well as the 
Chiricahua Apache as a transportation route to cross the Chiricahua Range (Benson 1959, Winn Manuscripts). When the US Forest 
Service began construction of Bonita Canyon Highway in 1932, the primary goal for the roadway was to terminate at a high elevation 
within the monument so that automobile-bound visitors might appreciate the expanse of the plateau and view the region called the 
Wonderland of Rocks. Later Bonita Canyon Highway became the main circulation spine around which the rest of the monument's 
development and secondary transportation routes were organized. 

Prior to 1929 the US Forest Service had constructed a short roadway from Faraway Ranch to a small campground (Figure 2). Bonita 
Canyon Highway was partially built on top of this old road, partially rerouted and dramatically extended beyond the old campground. 
The highway entered Bonita Creek Canyon near the confluence with Rhyolite Creek and followed the canyon until it emerged at a low 
pass joining Whitetail Canyon. At an earlier design stage, the US Forest Service had considered continuing the roadway across the 
pass and down into east Whitetail Canyon; however, those plans were never realized. Instead the US Forest Service brought the 
roadway up to the broad plateau of Massai Point, the final destination. 

Massai Point and the Visitor Center became the major visitor nodes within the monument. National Park Service designers and 
engineers developed the trail system to utilize both nodes; the major trails originate at Massai Point and terminate at the Visitor Center. 
Like Bonita Canyon Highway, many of the hiking trails follow local drainage patterns to access the higher elevations of the Massai 

Plateau. 

A secondary road was built from Bonita Canyon Highway near the Visitor Center to provide personnel access to the Residential and 
Utility Areas. In addition to the access road, short walking paths connect the Residential and Utility Areas to the Visitor Center. 
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At a smaller scale, the circulation within the Public Campground was laid out according to the "Meineke plan." Emilio Meineke, a US 
Forest Service plant pathologist, developed this plan in 1932 which was immediately adopted by the National Park Service for use in 
its own campgrounds (McClelland 1998: 277-278). The plan emphasizes a one-way automobile circulation and creates restrictions on 
locations available for automobile and camper parking. This circulation arrangement limits damage caused by automobile tires to soils 
and surrounding vegetation. 

No major alterations have changed the original circulation patterns. The integrity of the circulation system is high. There have been 
minor additions to circulation elements. New sites of visitor activity have been constructed along Bonita Canyon Highway such as a 
picnic area near Faraway Ranch in 1990, automobile pullouts along the roadway in the late 1960s, and an additional driveway to the 
present administration headquarters in the 1970s. The acquisitions of the Faraway and Silver Spur ranches and the Kent property by 
the National Park Service have created new points of interest for visitors in the park. Subsequent to their purchase in the 1960s and 
1970s, new trails have been built to provide access to the lower parts of the monument. These new trails originate either at the Visitor 
Center or at the Public Campground. 

Topography 
Much of the landscape of Chiricahua National Monument shows a high degree of relief. Within the Wonderland of Rocks, the slopes 
in many locations are almost vertical. Trail construction was generally restricted to the upper-level of the floodplain within the local 
drainage. 

Construction of Bonita Canyon Highway encountered difficulties because slope restrictions. Much of the original roadbed built by the 
Forest Service near the Organ Pipe columnar formation was built near to or just above the levels of Bonita Creek floodplain. The 
steep-sided walls surrounding the creek restricted the highway's location to these lower elevations. However, floodwaters undercut the 
Forest Service roadbed in many locations. Later CCC enrollees constructed rock revetments below the roadbed to stabilize the 
substrate. 

The only large area of relatively level ground within the early monument was on the Massai Plateau. The National Park Service made 
use of this area to host the Dedication Ceremony on Labor Day, 1934. CCC enrollees removed vegetation and filled in depressions 
with soil in order to accommodate over 1000 parked cars and to feed and entertain over 6000 people. Today, with the exception of a 
modern Comfort Station and the Orientation Station, visitors can still enjoy the 360° view of the surrounding monument lands. Any 
alterations from the celebration were restored or reused for visitor activities. 

Similarly the Sugarloaf Lookout site was chosen because of the broad, rounded summit of Sugarloaf Peak. The peak has the added 
advantage of supporting little or no vegetation above shrub level. Because of the unencumbered 360° view the lookout could be built 
upon the ground rather than raised up on a tower. 

At lower elevations building construction was located in any available level surface. The Visitor Center, Residential and Utility Areas 
were all constructed on narrow benches near or above the floodplain of Rhyolite Creek. The Utility Area was enlarged by cutting into 
the surrounding shallow slope and using its fill to expand the yard. The Public Campground was constructed in a broad area of the 
Bonita Creek floodplain. During intense summer rainstorms, the campsites can be damaged by floodwaters. 

The broad, open meadow where CCC enrollees built their campsite belonged to Lillian and Ed Riggs who leased the property to the 
National Park Service. The wide, flat area provided a pleasant site for Camp NM2A. 


