


Wild Chiricahua 
Rising to 9,763 feet (2,978 meters), the Chirica­
hua sky island is home to 1,200 species of plants. 
Species vary by elevation, exposure to sun, and 
precipitation. Plants and animals from four eco­
systems meet in this range. On cooler northern 
slopes look for ponderosa pine and Douglas fir; 
both typify the Rocky Mountains. Sunny south­
ern slopes have Apache pine and Mexican pin­
yon pine from Mexico's Sierra Madre range. 
Yuccas and sotol from the Chihuahuan Desert 
coexist with agaves and prickly pear cactus 
from the Sonoran Desert. Lichens of many col­
ors, including neon green, adorn the pinnacles 
while ferns thrive in shade. 

Birders flock here for the diversity of birds, in­
cluding many Mexican species at the northern 
limit of their range. Or you may spot an elusive 
coatimundi, Arizona white-tailed deer, or­
found only in these mountains-Chiricahua fox 
squirrel. Mountain spiny lizards and black-tailed 
rattlesnakes are two of the many reptile species. 
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Planning Your Visit 
Getting to the Park 
Chiricahua National 
Monument is 35 miles 
southeast of Willcox. 
From 1-10, take Ariz. 
186 south to Ariz. 181 . 
There is an entrance 
fee and a separate 
camping fee. Nearest 
food service, lodging, 
and gasoline are in 
Willcox, Sunizona, 
and Douglas, Ariz. 

Visitor Center 
Open daily except 
Thanksgiving and De­
cember 25, the visitor 
center has exhibits, an 
orientation video, and 
a schedule of activities. 

West 

Books, maps, and other 
materials are available 
to help you plan your 
visit. 

Scenic Drive 
Making a gradual climb 
through oak, cypress, 
and pine forests, Boni­
ta Canyon Drive winds 
eight miles to Massai 
Point. 

The overlook has a 
360-degree view of 
Rhyolite Canyon, adja­
cent valleys, and sur­
rounding mountain 
peaks. Your return trip 
is the best time to stop 
at roadside pullouts. 

Wilderness and Trails 
Most of the park area 
is designated wilder-
ness, accessible by foot 
and horseback, but not 
mechanized vehicles. 
Some 17 miles of day-
use trails wind through 
meadows, forest, and 
rock pinnacles. Check 
the map (below) for 
trail lengths, elevation 
changes, and degrees 
of difficulty. Pets are 
prohibited on trails, ex-
cept where designated. 
Ask at the visitor cen-
ter about the hikers' 
shuttle. 
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Picnic Areas 
The Bonita Creek and 
Faraway areas have 
tables, grills, trashcans, 
and restrooms. Massai 
Point, Echo Canyon, and 
Sugarloaf areas have 
tables and restrooms. 
Water is available at 
Faraway Ranch and 
the visitor center. 

Camping 
Open year-round on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis, the Bonita Can-
yon Campground has 
24 sites for tents, trail-
ers up to 26 feet long, 
or RVs up to 29 feet 

0.9mi 
1.4km 

long. Tables, grills, 
restrooms with flush 
toilets. No hookups 
or showers. A fee is 
charged. 

Faraway Ranch and 
Stafford Cabin 
Grounds of the ranch 
and cabin homestead 
are open year-round; a 
trail guide is available. 
Tours of the Faraway 
Ranch house are con-
ducted as staffing per-
mits. Check at the visi-
tor center for tour 
information. 
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More information 
Chiricahua National 
Monument is one of 
over 390 parks in the 
National Park System. 
To learn more about 
parks and National Park 
Service program in 
America's communities 
visit www.nps.gov. 

Chiricahua National 
Monument 
12856 East Rhyolite 
Creek Road 
Willcox, AZ 85643 
520-824-3560 
www.nps.gov/chir 
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For a Safe Visit 
Hiking Tips 
• Plan your hike wisely; 
return before dark. Re­
member that you are 
at a high elevation. If 
you have heart or 
breathing problems, 
don't attempt a stren­
uous hike. Be careful 
of loose rock under­
foot. Look out for fall­
ing rock. 

• Always carry and 
drink adequate water. 

• Watch the weather_ 

summer monsoon 
thunderstorms. If 
caught: stay low, avoid 
open areas, and return 
to your vehicle. Cross 
flowing streams with 
extreme caution. Trails 
can be icy or slippery 
in winter. 

• Allow horses the 
right-of-way. 

• Snakes, including rat­
tlesnakes, are most 

Prohibited 
• Pets on any trails, ex­
cept where designated. 

• Camping outside of 
Bonita Canyon Camp-
ground. 

• Collecting firewood. 
• Picnicking in the 
campground. 

• Rock climbing or 
bouldering. 

• Fireworks. 
• Check with a ranger 
for the current rules 
on 1rearms. 

• Bicycling anywhere 
except on the paved 
roadway. 

• Skateboards, roller 
blades or skates, and 
scooters. 

• Feeding or disturbing 
wildlife, including 
birds. 
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active in summer. Be 
careful where you 
step, sit, and place 
your hands. 

• Collecting or destroy­
ing any plants, rocks, 
animals, or structures; 
all are protected by 
federal law. 
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Background features on this 
3D map appear smaller than 
simi larly sized feat ures in the 
foreground because of per­
spective. Vertical exaggeration 
is used. Use topographic maps 
for hiking. 
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Private property exists within the 
national forest. Check with a 
forest ranger for details. 
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