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ing up a “sky island”—an isolated mou
above the surrounding grassland “sea

1t ”’f‘ range rising
,Meadows dotted

with cactus and mesquite begin to fi
juniper, and oak trees. Farther up are
fir woodlands. So far the landscape i
and-range topography in this part @
the rock pinnacles looming over the!
of the forest that announce you're ,fn Chiricahua country.

The Chiricahua Apache called the

ith sycamore,

/press, pine, and
‘typical of the basin-
the Southwest. It’s

) pinnacles “standing

up rocks.” Their origins began 2Z/miillion years ago when

e Chiricahua Apadi

From the early 1400s
southeastern Arizona
and southwestern
New Mexico have been
home to the Chiricahua
Apaches (right). Of the
four main bands, the
Chokonen band lived
in and around the Chir-
icahua Mountains.

They were traditionally
nomadic, hunting large
game and gathering
edible plants. Superb
warriors, feared and
respected by neighbor-
ing tribes, the Apaches
fought relentlessly
against European col-
onization beginning
with the Spanish in
the 1500s. They quick-
ly learned to handle

horses and weapons
acquired from the new-
comers. After Mexican

state of war existed.

Led by Cochise and

Gerommo, they raided
- settlements

1886 the Chiricahua
Apaches surrendered.
Ultimately they were
settled on reserv. th s

the more alive the formations seem. Many have names;
use your imagination to name your own.

The peach and green
house in Bonita Can-
yon (right) looks as
though the door may
open any minute, wel-
coming you for a visit.

Swedish immigrants
Neil and Emma Erick-
son settled here in
1888. By the 1920s
their eldest daughter,
Lillian, and her hus-
band, Ed Riggs, had
turned the homestead
into a guest ranch.
From 1917 until 1973
visitors came to relax,
watch birds, and hike
in the hills.

Lillian and Ed built
trails and led guests
on horseback through

photographs and col-
orful stories, they lob-
bied for the area’s
protection.

Aﬁer {he death of the

three Erickson children
the ranch and its fur-

nishings were incorpo-
rated into the pa

Faraway Ranch today
tells the story of how
one family lived on
the land, shaped the
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Wildlife Refuge

“sky island”

Launched March 31,
1933, as part of Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt’s New Deal, the
Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) enlisted
3.4 million young men
hard hit by the Great
Depression.

Nicknamed the “Tree
Army,” its enrollees
labored at conserva-
tion, construetion, and
rehabilitation projects
in all U.S. states and
territories. There were
118 CCC camps in Na-
tional Park Service
areas, including NM-2-
A, Company 828 en-
camped at Chiricahua
National Monument
(pictured at right).

Rhyolite formations with Dos Cabezas Mountams in background
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The outbreak of World
War Il led many CCC
workers into military
service. The CCC camps
re disbanded in

The CCC was more
than a job. If you could
not read or write you

plumbing, surveying,
and’other skills.
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Wild Chiricahua
Rising to 9,763 feet (2,978 meters), the Chiric-
ahua “sky island” is home to some 1,200 species
of plants. Species vary according to elevation,
exposure to sun, and precipitation. Plants and
animals from four ecosystems meet in this
range. On cooler northern slopes look for pon-
derosa pine and Douglas fir, both typical of the
Rocky Mountains. Sunny southern slopes have
Apache pine and Mexican pinyon pine from
Mexico’s Sierra Madre range. Yuccas and sotol
from the Chihuahuan Desert coexist with agaves
and prickly pear cactus from the Sonoran Desert.

Lichens of many colors, including neon green,
adorn the pinnacles while ferns thrive in shade.

Birdwatchers flock here for the diversity of birds,
including many Mexican species at the northern
limit of their range. Or you may spot an elusive
coatimundi, an Arizona white-tailed deer, or—

found only in these mountains—a Chiricahua fox
squirrel. Mountain spiny lizards and black-tailed
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Getting to the park
Chiricahua National
Monument is located
35 miles southeast of
Willcox. From I-10, take
Ariz. 186 south to Ariz.
181. There is an en-
trance fee and a sepa-
rate camping fee. The
nearest food service,
lodging, and gasoline
are in Willcox, Sunizona,
and Douglas.

Visitor Center

Open daily except De-
cember 25, the visitor
center has a schedule
of activities, exhibits,
and an orientation
video. Books, maps,

| Planning Your Visit
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and other materials are
available to help you
plan your visit.

Scenic Drive

Making a gradual climb
through oak, cypress,
and pine forests, Bonita
Canyon Drive winds
eight miles to Massai
Point.

The overlook has a 360-
degree view of Rhyolite
Canyon, adjacent val-
leys, and surrounding
mountain peaks. Your
return trip is the best
time to stop at the
roadside pullouts.
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Wilderness and Trails
Most of the park area is
designated wilderness,
accessible by foot and
horseback, but not
mechanized vehicles.
Some 17 miles of day-
use trails wind through
meadows, forest, and
rock pinnacles. Check
the map below for trail
lengths, elevation
changes, and degrees
of difficulty. Pets on
leashes are permitted
only on the Silver Spur
Meadow and Bonita
Creek trails. Ask at the
visitor center about the
hikers’ shuttle.

Picnic Areas

Bonita Creek and Far-
away Ranch areas have
tables, grills, trashcans,
and restrooms. Massai
Point, Echo Canyon,
and Sugarloaf areas
have tables and rest-
rooms. Water is avail-
able at Faraway Ranch
and the visitor center.

Camping

Open year-round on a
first-come, first-served
basis, the Bonita Can-

yon Campground has

24 sites for tents, trail-
ers up to 26 feet long,
or RVs up to 29 feet

Coatimundi

long. Tables, grills, rest-
rooms with flush toi-
lets. No hookups or
showers. A fee is
charged.

Faraway Ranch and
Stafford Cabin
Grounds of the ranch
and cabin homestead
are open year-round; a
trail guide is available.
Tours of the Faraway
Ranch house are con-
ducted as staffing per-
mits. Check at the visi-
tor center for tour
information.
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Schott’s yucca

More information
Chiricahua National
Monument is one of
more than 380 parks in
the National Park Sys-
tem. The National Park
Service cares for these
special places saved by
the American people so
that all may experience
our heritage. Visit
WWW.NPS.gOoV.

Chiricahua National
Monument

13063 East Bonita
Canyon Road
Willcox, AZ 85643
520-824-3560
www.nps.gov/chir
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rattlesnakes are two of the many reptile species.
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For a Safe Visit
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| Wilderness area : Unpaved road !: Grag, Hiking Tips Prohibited
in 1976 Congress designated A ;/ e Plan your hike wisely; ¢ Pets on any wilder-
A3k | indicator e A / return before dark. Re- ness trails.
i, 4 about the regulations. ., | member that you're at ¢ Camping outside of
Trail rating | Whitetail Pass y 4 y
ooy Self-guiding trail 7 > goci a high elevation. If you Bonita Canyon Camp-
T have heart or breathing ground.
) Moderate Campground f problems, don’t at- e Collecting firewood.
Difficult Picnic area l( tempt a strenuous hike. e Picnicking in the
| Be careful of loose rock campground.
e underfoot. Look out * Rock climbing or
for falling rock. bouldering.
— e Always carry and e Firearms and fire-
M| LDEE R'IAE S S BONITA drink adequate water.  works.
40 PARK e Watch the weather. eBicycling anywhere
et . d - : £ — —ngr — - ——— SOTIVe  o300f p— —==—""Avoid hiking during——except-the paved S
SE0i fo20g summer monsoon thun- roadway.
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eSkateboards, roller
blades or skates, and
scooters.

e Collecting or destroy-
ing any plants, animals,
rocks, or structures.

derstorms. If caught:
stay low, avoid open
areas, and return to
vehicle. Cross flowing
streams with caution.
Trails can be icy or slip-

5145ft
- 1568m

BlekEr = =t | e ;
PARK 3
7 i

/ i

i

b Natural
oy Pdtee a4 pery in winter. * Feeding or disturb-
B Bugariont -‘Allow horses the ing wildlife, including
1772m  organ Pipe 6840ft right-of-way. birds.
P - Feumation) JA¥z085m eSnakes, including rat- ;502003 sss 1ssaosso
23 p/ckE YON Moun’tga?;. /\V" yon et - Y tlesnakes, are most
iy il Tarom 4 (?(\ /o 'S'UG ARLOAF Echo Canyon active in summer. Be
Wilderness boundary o/ A Lost CHIRICAHUA = MOUNTAIN et careful where you step,
& Q*\ — Canyon o sit, and place your
Bonita C o hands.
¥ onR N = NATIONAL MONUMENT
Bonita Creek )
oz () Sk away f < b CORONADO
02mi iy Exhibits
Staﬁgrd o, G - . 03kmd
Cabin / = R g ‘5
Taem N =TT 02mi 25 ‘_ —~ Massai Point
Edtand Shtion " Faraway 0.3km,/ R Nature Trail NATIONAL FOREST
— ’ Ranch / \\ ggggfnt‘ Ay §
T 44 = >
Vﬁiﬂcox and Douglas s . e R e T .. \\J %.
R AN v
; o .
ﬁ 1783m o VISltOI‘ center Roundtrip Inspiration | e S8
67 5 % Ted0m i Point \_ ~
m \
i = Peak S o \ 1 | He: ;|
S ok == NG 4 83 g g
W Nyon 21.66kmn " ~=~ ' Punch and Judy S , . %
.6km 7 .- N o I IS Q
> N = ~q
%¢ Sarah Deming Trail \ o . = 1= Duck on a Rock O e \/ :3: e 0@
= \\ Pinnacle= — _—\,{ 0.8km = 2211m Q’\,
3 WILDERNESS AREA ~ Balanced (] [ Inspiration Point Trail SENEH
P, ok eseoreS )
YON o) 2091m," Bj = W o e 770108
cAN 'P-y\m E S halanced e o T
) S c\'- Rock pe
P\h 6806ft e\ Big Balanced Rock Trail
) - =
1.0mi
(_;7% FM//VG N\( Oﬁ 1.6km
5 cA
iR
58831t &5 ¥
_1793m &
s
N JAMES
C4p
ot - 6658t Yon
5("5 2029m
St xh—-—
Background features on this et
.2052m

3D map appear smaller than

similarly sized features in the %
foreground because of per- %
spective. Vertical exaggeration

is used. Use topographic maps

for hiking. Private property exists within the
national forest. Check with a
forest ranger for details. .
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