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Figure 5.5: This CLR recommends establishing upland meadows in roadside bioswales to minimize maintenance requirements 
and protect areas with bare soil to prevent future erosion. (Source: WLA Studio, 2020).
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seed companies; prior to choosing seed 
mix, test the pH of the soil and select 
species adapted to the existing pH.

•	 Limit fertilizer application in these areas. It 
is not necessary to apply lime or fertilizer 
to upland meadows; in fact, fertilizer may 
promote undesirable species.

•	 In the first growing season, let the meadow 
reach a height of 18" and then trim to 8", 
and repeat as necessary throughout the 
growing season. Avoid using lawn mowers 
for trimming as they will cut the desired 
vegetation too short and will allow fast-
growing weeds to establish themselves. 
Stop trimming by mid-September.

•	 In the early spring of the second growing 
year (preferably after undesirable seedlings 
have emerged but meadow species are less 
than 2" tall), trim standing residual growth 
from the previous year to a height of about 
2". 

•	 Resume trimming regimen based on plant 
growth rate—when vegetation reaches a 
height of approximately 18", trim to 8".

•	 Weeds should be targeted and removed by 
hand or by spot spraying with an approved 
herbicide on a routine basis, at least once 
per season. 

Vegetation for Managing Erosion in Forested 
Areas

The NPS should consider protecting the edges 
of paved surfaces from erosion. Choosing native 
plants for erosion control will benefit the native 
ecosystem and reinforce the site’s naturalistic 
aesthetic character. In areas with full sun (generally 
adjacent to paved walkways and earthen trails), 
grasses and forbs from the recommended 
vegetation list are appropriate. In forested areas 
with moderate- to full-canopy cover, small 
trees, large shrubs, and various forbs from the 
recommended vegetation list are appropriate. 

Invasive Vegetation

Park biologists and managers have noted the 
presence of invasive species in various places 
within the study area. Noted species include 
eleagnus (Eleagnus spp.), stilt grass (Microstegium 
vinineum), wisteria (Wisteria sinensis), English 
ivy (Hendera helix), wintercreeper (Euonymus 

fortunei), privet (Ligustrum sinense), and wine 
raspberry (Rubus phoenicolasius). There is a 
significant amount of invasive exotic vegetation 
south of Hewlett Field. The NPS has managed and 
removed some of this plant material; however, 
there is not currently an established maintenance 
program directed at their removal. This CLR 
recommends the following:

•	 Continue current efforts to monitor and 
remove invasive species from the entire 
study area.

•	 Develop a formal program for monitoring 
and systematically removing all invasive 
species.

•	 In areas with ornamental shrub, forb, or 
grass species—especially in the Hewlett 
Lodge vicinity—remove invasive plants by 
hand or spot spray them with an approved 
herbicide to avoid damaging other 
vegetation.

•	 In areas with large, dense clusters 
of invasive shrubs, such as the area 
south of Hewlett Field, consider using 
a combination of tillage, herbicide 
application, and hand removal of invasive 
vegetation.

Views and Vistas 

The Island Ford Lodge landscape has a well-
established visual buffer between it and the 
surrounding suburban development—especially 
at the historic core surrounding Hewlett Lodge. 
As such, viewshed management and preservation 
is important. The views and vistas within the site 
should be maintained with strategic landscape 
management. As the site was historically 
characterized by its natural regenerative forest 
aesthetic, which remains generally intact, the 
scenic woodland views do not require significant 
management beyond routine monitoring of forest 
health and removal of invasive species. 

Recommendations

•	 Preserve and protect the natural forest of 
the site as (1) the primary viewshed buffer 
between the site’s core and developed 
areas outside of the cultural landscape 
and (2) as a character-defining element 
of the naturalistic landscape. Monitor 
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forest health routinely to detect threats 
to the ecosystem and specific vegetation 
early. Consult specialists such as forest 
ecologists, foresters, and arborists as 
necessary. 

•	 Continue to provide public access to the 
axial and panoramic views identified 
in the Existing Conditions chapter of 
this CLR. Consider improving access to 
certain views by clearing small areas of 
vegetation at strategic viewing locations. 
The NPS could also provide seating and/
or interpretive media at such locations, 
especially along earthen trails and at the 
rock outcrop (see viewshed indications on 
Illustrations 5.1-5.3).

•	 Retain mature trees and mix of medium- 
and low-growing shrubs, grasses, and forbs 
within Hewlett Lodge vicinity to preserve 
the historic views of Hewlett Lodge, 
surrounding forest, and the Chattahoochee 
River from points along Island Ford 
Parkway, within the parking lot and cul-de-
sac, and Hewlett Lodge’s rear yard.

•	 If the NPS removes the hemlock trees near 
the front (west) of Hewlett Lodge or the 
hemlocks in the parking lot island, they 
should replace these features in kind or 
with a compatible native tree species such 
as Eastern red cedar.

•	 Maintain the open character of the picnic 
area at Island Ford Barbeque Pavilion site.

Circulation

The circulation features at Island Ford Lodge 
landscape provide access to the site’s historic 
core, natural forests, bottom land, waterways, and 
administrative/maintenance areas. Circulation 
features also connect the site to the larger Fulton 
County community. As the site is a popular day-use 
destination and CHAT headquarters, the existing 
circulation features, historic and contemporary, are 
used quite heavily. The primary historic circulation 
feature is the route through the site along the 
ridgeline between the Northridge Road entrance 
and Hewlett Lodge. When altering existing 
circulation systems, the park should carefully 

consider potential impacts to that historic route, 
especially in terms of the axial view(s) along it. 

The recommendations for circulation focus on 
ways that the park can protect the site’s historic 
character when altering circulation to (1) enhance 
visitor access and (2) continue park administrative/
maintenance use.  

Recommendations

Roads and Parking
•	 Maintain the existing road configuration 

that preserves the historic route to 
Hewlett Lodge as the primary visitor and 
administrative access road (currently 
including the south end of Island Ford 
Road and the portion of Northridge Road 
within the study area). By maintaining this 
route, the park will preserve the axial view 
along the road to Hewlett Lodge.

•	 Continue to limit access at the Northridge 
Road entrance.

•	 Maintain the existing one-way vehicular 
circulation around the vegetation island 
in the east portion of Island Ford Parking 
Lot.

•	 Maintain the restricted access roads to and 
from the maintenance complex. Alteration 
of paved and gravel surfaces on the roads 
to, from, and within the maintenance 
complex will have no adverse effect on the 
site’s historic character.

•	 If alteration of the paved driveway to 
Island Ford Quarters is required, ensure 
that the forested buffer between Hewlett 
Lodge and Island Ford Quarters is 
preserved. 

•	 Retain the size, configuration, and 
restricted access of Hewlett Lodge Cul-de-
sac.

•	 Due to increasing visitor numbers, the 
park has identified the need for additional 
parking in the vicinities of Hewlett Lodge 
and Island Ford Boat Ramp. Consider the 
following:
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o	 New parking areas should be 
located out of view from Hewlett 
Lodge to avoid adverse impact 
on the historic setting. See 
Illustration 5.1 for recommended 
additional parking areas. This 
CLR recommends paving small 
expansions to existing parking 
areas rather than constructing a 
large new parking lot in the study 
area. Such expansions can be 
designed to minimize clearing and 
alteration of existing topography. 
Where clearing is required, the 
park should determine where 
forest edges will be reestablished 
and managed to provide visual and 
audible buffer(s).

o	 If not defined by pavement extent 
and ground paint, new parking 
areas should be clearly defined 
and marked with minimal signage 

to avoid unauthorized parking in 
environmentally sensitive areas.

o	 Adding permanent parking 
facilities and/or extension(s) of the 
paved roadway at Hewlett Field 
would have a profound impact 
on the visual and environmental 
character. However, if the park 
determines that providing 
temporary parking is necessary, 
such as at the boat ramp during 
special events, access should be 
limited to a set number of vehicles 
and confined to a designated area. 
Temporary posts and ropes can 
be used to indicate the extent 
of parking areas/temporary 
roadway(s) connected to the 
paved section of Hewlett Field 
Road. To prevent compaction and 
other mechanical damage to the 
field, care should be taken to avoid 

Figure 5.6: Internal park planning schematic drawing for a proposed rerouting of the access road connecting the 
administrative parking area south of the Operations Building to Island Ford Road. (Source: CHAT, 2021).
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frequent and/or heavy traffic, 
especially when the field is wet. 
Illustration 5.1 shows the general 
location that parking may be best. 
Providing temporary parking in 
this way will likely require staff to 
be present to manage circulation 
and prevent overuse. 

o	 If the park determines that adding 
vehicular access directly to the 
boat ramp is required, consider 
installing a grass-pave surface 
across the center of Hewlett 
Field, connecting Hewlett Field 
Drop Off to the boat ramp. Such 
a drive could be limited to pick-
up and drop-off and not include 
designated parking.

•	 The park has identified the need to alter 
vehicular access to the administrative 
parking lot south of the Operations 
Building. The configuration of the 
intersection with Island Ford Parkway 
is especially inadequate. This CLR 
recommends rerouting the drive to 
connect directly to the Hewlett Field Drop 
Off road, as proposed in an internal park 
plan dated 2017 (see Figure 5.6). If the 
existing driveway is closed, remove the 
pavement from the site, regrade the route 
to afford adequate drainage, and plant the 
route with native forest vegetation.

 Hewlett Lodge Vicinity
•	 Retain all historic stone walkways and stair 

sets in Hewlett Lodge vicinity.

•	 Retain non-historic stone patio east of 
Hewlett Lodge.

•	 Retain concrete walkways and wood decks 
and ramps in Hewlett Lodge vicinity and 
the administrative areas.

•	 If improvement to universal access is 
required, place emphasis on avoiding 
alteration of historic stone walkways over 
concrete and wood features. Refer to the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Preservation Brief 32: 
Making Historic Properties Accessible for 

guidance when designing for accessible 
circulation.

•	 Routinely clean and repair stone and 
concrete walkways and stairs according to 
best practices outlined in Preservation Brief 
1: Assessing Cleaning and Water-Repellent 
Treatments for Historic Masonry Buildings 
and Preservation Brief 2: Repointing Mortar 
Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings.215

•	 Continue to allow unrestricted public 
access in the areas west, north, and east 
of Hewlett Lodge; maintain restricted 
access to the administrative area southwest 
of Hewlett Lodge and surrounding the 
Metal Storage Building and the Operations 
Building.

Trail to Barbecue Pavilion
During moderate to heavy rainfall, surface water 
runs swiftly off of the concrete walkway north of 
Hewlett Lodge and onto the earthen trail to the 
north (the route to the Barbecue Pavilion). The 
steepest portion of the earthen trail is heavily 
eroded and difficult to access. Consider modifying 
this portion of the trail with the following 
improvements (see also Illustration 5.3):

•	 Construct a catchment drain to redirect 
the flow of water running off of the 
concrete walkway before it reaches the 
intersection with the earthen trail. 

•	 Use a combination of large anchoring 
boulders and dry-laid stone swales to 
redirect surface water off of the trail and 
slow the rate of erosion.

•	 Replace the three northernmost (lower) 
timber water diverters with stone swales.

•	 Replace the two existing timber steps and 
the water diverter at the south (top) end of 
the trail with a series of larger timber steps. 
The steps in the redesigned set should be 
substantially larger so as to extend over the 
steepest portion of the trail (approximately 
20 feet north of the edge of the concrete 
walkway). Fill the steps with a compactable 
aggregate (such as #8 crushed stone).

215.	 Mack and Grimmer, “Preservation Brief 1: Assessing 
Cleaning and Water-Repellent Treatments for 
Historic Masonry Buildings,” 2; Mack and Speweik, 
“Preservation Brief 2: Repointing Mortar Joints in 
Historic Masonry Buildings.”
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•	 Consider maintaining a layer of 
compactable aggregate or hardwood 
mulch on portions of the trail; a mulch 
surface will need to receive applications 
more often than an aggregate surface.

•	 Stabilize the bare soil along the sides of 
trail by planting and cultivating native 
shrubs and/or forbs. 

Barbeque Pavilion Site
•	 Maintain existing route of earthen paths to 

the Barbeque Pavilion site, rock outcrop, 
Falling Branch, and the Spring House. 

•	 Continue to allow unrestricted access 
to the rock outcrop and over look at the 
pavilion site.

•	 Routinely clean and repoint the stone-
paved patio and stair set in the pavilion 
area.

•	 Maintain a compactible aggregate surface 
(such as #8 crushed stone) in the open 
picnic area east and south of the pavilion.

Concrete Walkways and Earthen Trails
•	 Continue to provide unrestricted access to 

the site’s concrete walkways and earthen 
trails as hiking/walking trails.

•	 Continue to maintain the concrete 
walkways in their current location and 
configuration unless improved universal 
access is required.

•	 Infill and establish native vegetation and/
or use an erosion matting where surface 
water is eroding the soil adjacent to both 
concrete walkways and earthen trails in the 
study area. 

•	 Consider constructing an earthen trail to 
provide access to the west portion of the 
study area.

•	 Refer to the park’s trail plan (contracted to 
be produced in the fall of 2021) for future 
trail updates.

Informal Footpaths
•	 Consider ways to stop unauthorized access 

to the site occurring periodically along 

informal footpaths connected to adjoining 
private property, especially on the south 
end of the site.

•	 Pedestrian traffic along the informal 
footpaths south of the Barbeque Pavilion 
do not appear to be causing significant 
damage to the cultural landscape and, thus, 
may not need treatment. However, if the 
park determines the need to restrict such 
informal circulation, staff should consider 
using native vegetation to establish a 
barrier at the top and/or bottom the trails. 
Temporary signs and/or physical barriers 
may be required to allow plantings to 
mature.

Small Scale Features

The lack of documentation of the site prevents 
assessment of small-scale features prior to 
the 1970s. The key management strategies for 
treatment of small-scale features, therefore, should 
be oriented toward providing adequate visitor and 
staff services—such as wayfinding, regulatory/
safety understanding, and interpretation—while 
remaining visually unobtrusive to the historic 
character of the site.

Recommendations

•	 Maintain the existing park signs. Avoid 
adding unnecessary signage, especially in 
the vicinity of Hewlett Lodge. 

•	 Maintain existing site lighting. As the 
park is closed during night hours, lighting 
updates are not required to assist public 
access; however, the park may choose to 
update site lighting for administrative and/
or safety concerns. Appropriate lighting 
updates might include down lighting along 
circulation features as opposed to large 
overhead fixtures. Lighting updates should 
be compliant with NPS best practices 
related to Night Skies programing.216

•	 If roads, parking areas, walkways, trails, 
picnic areas or new buildings are added 
within the site, the park will likely have 
to add a variety of small-scale features 
to support visitor use. New signs should 

216.	 See NPS Night Skies programing website for more 
information: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nightskies/
index.htm
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remain uniform in type, using similar 
materials, fonts, and graphics as existing 
signs. Signage, pay stations, lighting, and 
other features, such as benches and picnic 
tables should be kept to a minimum. 

•	 Generally, avoid adding new signs, kiosks, 
or other small-scale features in the vicinity 
of Hewlett Lodge, the Barbeque Pavilion, 
and Island Ford Springhouse; except new 
interpretive media (waysides). Note the 
recommended locations for interpretive 
media indicated on Illustrations 5.1-5.3. 

•	 Recommended waysides at the Barbeque 
Pavilion and Island Ford Springhouse—
consider interpreting principles of 
naturalistic landscape design, the Rustic 
style of architecture, the Hewlett family’s 
use of the site, history of outdoor 
recreation at the site, and physical 
alteration of the pavilion.

•	 Research has not revealed when the loose 
gristmill stones were carved, used, or 
brought to the site. Furthermore, there 
is no evidence of association with any 
milling operations on or near the site. As 
such, the stones do not contribute to the 
cultural landscape’s significance and this 
CLR recommends continuing no active 
treatment or interpretation.

Archeology

Island Ford Lodge cultural landscape has not been 
systematically or comprehensively investigated 
for below-ground cultural resources. A survey 
of the landscape surrounding the historic core is 
needed to identify the location of potential former 
caretaker’s quarters, outbuildings, fence lines, 
garden plots, roads, and pedestrian circulation 
features. Such findings are likely the only way to 
accurately rehabilitate the landscape to its historic 
condition.

Recommendations: 

•	 To comply with best practices, all ground 
disturbance activities—such as grading 
for roadways, trenching for underground 
utilities, and/or excavation for construction 
for new buildings or structures—should 
be monitored by a trained or professional 
archeologist.

•	 The park should consider performing 
an archeological study targeted in the 
area to the north of Island Ford Parking 
Lot, the likely location of several former 
buildings, structures, and/or small-scale 
features. Such study may reveal important 
information about the site’s historic 
period.

•	 This CLR recommends that the park 
complete Section 106 and Section 110 
compliance for any alteration project 
involving ground disturbance, including 
archeological studies. Compliance 
may include coordination with Native 
American Tribes (namely Creek and 
Cherokee Nations). Prior to archeological 
survey or study, the park should consider 
reviewing management requirements 
associated with tribal consultation 
described in the General Management 
Plan for CHAT.

Resilience to Natural Hazards
Cultural resources “are fixed in place or derive 
much of their significance from the place within 
which they were created. Many are non-living, 
and all are unique. As a result, the capacity 
of cultural resources to adapt to changing 
environments is limited.”217 Natural hazards can 
impact cultural vegetation with even the slightest 
variation in temperature and moisture. As stated 
in the Director’s Policy Memorandum 14-02, 
“NPS cultural resource management must keep 
in mind that (1) cultural resources are primary 
sources of data regarding human interactions with 
climate change; and (2) changing climates affect 
the preservation and maintenance of cultural 
resources.”218 

Relevant climate changes that are projected for 
CHAT include increased temperature, increased 
humidity, potentially increased precipitation, 

217.	 National Park Service, “Cultural Resources and 
Climate Change,” (n.p., 2016), accessed December 9, 
2016, https://www.nps.gov/subjects/climatechange/
upload/06-CCRP-Cultural-Resource-Brief-FEB-2016.pdf.

218.	 John B. Jarvis to All National Park Service Employees, 
memorandum, 10 February 2014, Climate Change 
and Stewardship of Cultural Resources, Policy 
Memorandum 14-02, https://www.nps.gov/policy/
PolMemos/PM-14-02.htm. 
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and increased extreme weather events.219 These 
have distinct impacts on cultural resources within 
cultural landscapes, including the following: 220  

•	 Heat stress on culturally significant 
vegetation and decline/disappearance of 
some vegetation species;

•	 Decreased soil fertility from erosion, 
waterlogging, and/or leaching; 

•	 Limited ability to plant in waterlogged soil;

•	 Loss of historical integrity with improved 
drainage systems;

•	 Increased stress (e.g. desiccation, warping, 
cracking, etc.) on constructed landscape 
features;

•	 Loss of landscape features;

•	 Increased susceptibility to destructive 
fungi on/in built features;

•	 Loss of landscape features;

•	 Advanced soil erosion which may lead 
to reduction in or loss of access due to 
washing out or damage to roads, trails, and 
landscape features.

Recommendations

The park should consider preparing for any 
number of the impacts identified above by 
developing actionable strategies incorporated in 
all planning documents to address maintenance, 
repairs, and preservation of cultural resources. 
Planning for a Changing Climate: Climate-Smart 
Planning and Management in the National Park 
Service, published by NPS in 2021, “guides NPS 
planners and managers in developing robust 
climate change adaptation strategies to better 
protect park resources and assets today and for 
future generation.”221 

219.	 Marcy Rockman et al., “Cultural Resources Climate 
Change Strategy” (Washington, DC: Cultural 
Resources, Partnerships, and Science and Climate 
Change Response Program, National Park Service., 
2016).

220.	 Rockman et al.
221.	 National Park Service, Planning for a Changing 

Climate: Climate-Smart Planning and Management in 
the National Park Service (Fort Collins, Colorado: NPS 
Climate Change Response Program, 2021).

This CLR recommends that the park implement 
the “NPS adaptation planning process” outlined 
in Planning for a Changing Climate, summarized as 
follows:

•	 Step 1. Inform the planning process 
by defining the scope and current 
management goals associated with 
climate change, engaging participants 
and partners, and compiling relevant 
background and context information;

•	 Step 2. Assess climate vulnerabilities 
and risks by identifying projected 
climate futures and assessing climate 
vulnerabilities and risks;

•	 Step 3. Evaluate climate implications for 
management goals by assessing continued 
feasibility of current goals, and identifying 
modifications or updates for climate-
compromised goals;

•	 Step 4. Identify potential adaptation 
strategies by identifying an array of 
strategies to address important climate 
risks;

•	 Step 5. Evaluate and select priority 
adaptation strategies by evaluating and 
comparing promising adaptation strategies 
and selecting priority adaptation strategies; 
and

•	 Step 6. Implement strategies and track 
changing conditions and adaptation 
effectiveness. Implement priority 
adaptation strategies, evaluate the 
implementation and effectiveness of 
adaptation strategies and actions, monitor 
conditions to assess how the future is 
emerging, document outcomes and adjust 
actions and plans as needed.
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Recommendations for Further 
Research

Maintenance Plan 

The NPS should consider developing a formal 
maintenance plan for the entire site. Refer to Guide 
to Developing a Preservation Maintenance Plan 
for a Historic Landscape, published in 1999 by the 
Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, NPS. 
The guide outlines a framework for developing 
a comprehensive preservation plan to include 
conditions monitoring, specific treatment needs 
and technique, and a maintenance schedule. 
To best protect the historic character of Island 
Ford Lodge cultural landscape, the preservation 
maintenance plan should define specific routine 
and as-needed treatment activities for each 
contributing landscape feature documented in 
this CLR. Specific items to address in the plan may 
include, but are not limited to, the following:

•	 Vegetation management protocol and 
scheduling;

o	 Pruning schedule for shrubs and 
trees in heavily used areas;

o	 Consider implementing a pruning 
plan that will emphasize the 
natural form of plantings in the 
vicinity of Hewlett Lodge and the 
Barbeque Pavilion; 

o	 If roadside bioswales and areas 
in the vicinity of Hewlett Lodge 
are converted to upland meadow, 
develop an appropriate trimming 
schedule as outlined in the 
vegetation section above;

o	 Mowing schedule for Hewlett 
Field;

•	 Routine conditions assessments of all 
buildings and structures, especially the 
exterior envelope of Hewlett Lodge and 
the Barbeque Pavilion;

•	 Routine cleaning and repointing of all 
stone and other masonry features of the 
site;

•	 Routine assessment of known areas of 
active erosion throughout the site;

•	 Scheduled applications of compactable 
aggregate and/or mulch along earthen trails 
and picnic areas; and

•	 Any future treatment recommendations 
identified in a Historic Structure Report 
for Hewlett Lodge or other NPS reports.

Long-term Forest Monitoring

Maintaining the natural forest buffer between the 
site’s historic features and outside development is 
critical for preserving the overall historic integrity. 
The forests are also a major draw for visitors 
interested in outdoor recreation. As such, the 
park should consider including a long-term forest 
monitoring program within the framework of the 
preservation maintenance plan or as a stand-alone 
protocol. Goals of such a plan might be to:

•	 Determine the current status and overall 
health of the forest;

•	 Define measurable changes in condition of 
the forest ecosystems over time;

•	 Note early warning signs for abnormal 
conditions and/or the presence of 
potentially damaging conditions;

•	 Create a data set to better understand 
the condition of the ecosystem and to 
draw comparisons with other similar 
ecosystems;

•	 Provide a record of treatment that aligns 
with legal mandates and criteria related to 
natural resource protection;

•	 Enable the park to set goals for protecting 
the ecosystem and plan for the future 
needs of the park amidst a changing 
climate; and

•	 Enable the park to measure progress 
toward such goals and assess the rate of 
success of specific interventions.

Historic Structure Report

The Historic Structure Assessment Report for 
Hewlett Lodge, produced in 2000, includes 
both general treatment recommendations 
(in the executive summary) and itemized 
recommendations for specific features of Hewlett 
Lodge. Within the last twenty years the park 
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has addressed a number of the issues noted; 
however, some may remain unresolved and 
new issues may now be apparent. This CLR 
recommends that the park produce a Historic 
Structure Report for Hewlett Lodge and, 
perhaps, the Barbeque Pavilion. Such report(s) 
will help inform future preservation treatments, 
identify adverse conditions, and potentially 
reveal additional information about the historic 
condition. If additional research reveals adequate 
documentation of the historic condition of Hewlett 
Lodge, pavilion, or other site features, the NPS 
should consider reconstructing lost or altered 
features or aspects of the site as a whole.

Call for Public Assistance 

Limited site documentation exists for the period of 
significance. This CLR recommends that the park 
develop a strategy for public outreach to solicit 
photographs and information concerning the 
history of the site. No specific individuals or groups 
have been identified as having the potential to 
yield significant documentation; however, the use 
of social media and other online campaign(s) may 
help engage the public. Consider focusing efforts 
on identifying and interviewing former members 
of the Buckhead Century Club and the Atlanta 
Baptist Association. 

National Register Nomination 
Updates/Corrections

Island Ford Lodge National Register Nomination 
Form identifies one contributing building, three 
contributing structures, seven noncontributing 
buildings, and one noncontributing structure 
in the study area. This CLR identifies several 
buildings and structures, as well as other landscape 
characteristics and features, that are not listed in 
the nomination form. As the study boundaries of 
the CLR align with those of the National Register 
nomination, there may be a need to update the 
nomination to more accurately reflect the existing 
condition of the site. 

Table 3 identifies the discrepancies between the 
two documents. Also note that the Operations 
Building is listed in the National Register 
nomination form as “Dormitory Building.” This 
CLR recommends that the NPS engage Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs, Historic 
Preservation Division, to discuss discrepancies and 
potentially amend the existing nomination form. 
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Table 2: Recommended Vegetation List

Common Name Botanical Name Common Name Botanical Name

Trees

American beech Fagus grandifolia Post oak Quercus stellata

American hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana Red maple Acer rubrum

American sycamore Platanus occidentalis Sassafras Sassafras albidum

Black cherry Prunus serotina Scarlet oak Quercus coccinea

Black oak Quercus velutina Shagbark hickory Carya ovata

Black walnut Juglans nigra Shortleaf pine Pinus echinata

Blackgum Nyssa sylvatica Smallflower pawpaw Asimina cf. parviflo-
ra

Blackhaw Viburnum cf. pruni-
folium

Sourwood Oxydendrum arbo-
reum

Blackjack oak Quercus marilandica Southern red oak Quercus falcata

Box-elder Acer negundo Southern shagbark 
hickory

Carya caro-
linae-septentrionalis

American basswood Tilia americana var. 
heterophylla

Southern sugar 
maple

Acer barbatum

Common persimmon Diospyros virginana Sweetgum Liquidambar styraci-
flua

Eastern redbud Cercis canadensis Tuliptree Liriodendron tulip-
ifera

Eastern red cedar Juniperus virginiana Virginia pine Pinus virginana

Flowering dogwood Cornus florida Water oak Quercus nigra

Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana White ash Fraxinus americana

Loblolly pine Pinus taeda White fringetree Chionanthus virgini-
cus

Northern red oak Quercus rubra White oak Quercus alba

Painted buckeye Aesculus sylvatica Willow oak Quercus phellos

Pignut hickory Carya glabra var. 
glabra

Winged elm Ulmus alata
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Common Name Botanical Name Common Name Botanical Name

Shrubs

American beauty-
berry

Callicarpa americana Flameleaf sumac Rhus copallinum

American holly Ilex opaca Mapleleaf viburnum Viburnum acerifoli-
um

American witch-ha-
zel

Hamamelis virginana Mountain azalea Rhododendron ca-
nescens

Black highbush blue-
berry

Vaccinium fuscatum Northern spicebush Lindera benzoin

Blue Ridge blueberry Vaccinium pallidum Oakleaf hydrangea Hydrangea querci-
folia

Common serviceber-
ry

Amerlanchier ar-
borea var. arbrea

Possumhaw Ilex decidua

Deerberry Vaccinium stamine-
um

Rusty blackhaw Viburnum rufidulum

Eastern sweetshrub Calycanthus floridus Strawberry bush Euonymus americana

Farkleberry Vaccinium cf. arbo-
reum

Wild hydrangea Hydrangea arbo-
rescens

Herbs and Vines

Anise scented gold-
enrod

Solidago odora New York fern Thelypteris novebo-
racencis

Christmas fern Polystichum acrosti-
choides

Nakedflower tick 
trefoil

Desmodium nudiflo-
rum

Cinnamon fern Osmunda cinna-
momeum

Netted chainfern Woodwardia areo-
lata

Crossvine Bignonia capreolata Partridgeberry Mitchella repens

Dogfennel Eupatorium capilli-
folium

Perfoliate bellwort Uvularia perfoliata

Downy rattlesnake 
plant

Goodyera pubescens Rattlesnake fern Botrychium virginia-
num

Dwarf cinquefoil Potentilla canadensis Rattlesnakeweed Hieracium venosum

Early St. Johnswort Hypericum nudiflo-
rum

Rice button aster Symphyotrichum 
dumosum

Ebony spleenwort Asplenium platyneu-
ron

Roundlobe hepatica Hepatica nobilis var. 
obtusa

Evening trumpet-
flower

Gelsemium semper-
virens

Sensitive fern Onoclea sensibilis

Feathery false lily of 
the valley

Maianthemum race-
mosum spp. racemo-
sum

Smooth Solomon’s 
seal

Polygonatum biflo-
rum

Table 2: Recommended Vegetation List (continued)
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treatment

Common Name Botanical Name Common Name Botanical Name

Flowering spurge Euphorbia corollata Spotted geranium Geranium macula-
tum

Greater tickseed Coreopsis major Striped prince’s pine Chimaphila maculata

Greenwhite sedge Carex albolutescens Summer grape Vitis aestivalis

Hairy skullcap Scutellaria elliptica Sweetscented joe-
pye weed

Eupatorium purpu-
reum

Heartleaf foamflow-
er

Tiarella cordifolia 
var. collina

Tall rattlesnakeroot Prenanthes altissima

Indian cucumber Medeola virginiana Virginia creeper Parthenocissus quin-
quefolia

Indian physic Porteranthus stipu-
latus

Virginia snakeroot Aristolochia serpen-
taria

Littlebrownjug Hexastylus arifolia Western brackenfern Pteridium aquilinum

Muscadine Vitis rotundifolia Woodvamp Decumaria barbara
Grasses and Sedges

Broomsedge blue-
stem

Andropogon virgini-
cus

Purpletop tridens Tridens flavis

Eastern bottlebrush 
grass

Elymus hystrix var. 
hystrix

River oats Chasmanthium lati-
folium

Fringed sedge Carex crinita Threeway sedge Dulichium arundina-
ceum

Littlehead nutrush Scleria oligantha Virginia wildrye Elymus virginicus

Table 2: Recommended Vegetation List (continued)
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Table 3: National Register Listing Discrepancies

 
Listed in National Regis-
ter Nomination (2016)

Identified in this CLR 
(2021)

Feature Name Contributing Non- contrib-
uting

Not Identi-
fied Contributing Non- contrib-

uting
No Longer 

Extant

Hewlett Lodge X     X    

Barbecue Pavilion X     X    

Island Ford Retaining Wall X     X    

Island Ford Spring House X     X    

Operations Building (park pre-
ferred name); listed as Dormitory 
Building in NR

  X     X  

Metal Storage Building   X     X  

“Shed” –identified as “Pavilion 
1” in CLR

  X     X  

Pavilion 2     X   X  

Quarters Building   X     X  

Maintenance Building   X     X  

Bally Building   X     X  

Stone Patio (at Hewlett Lodge)   X     X  

HAZMAT Storage   X       X

NPS Boat Storage Barn     X   X  

Maintenance Carports     X   X  

Pad-Mounted HAZMAT Storage 
Shed

    X   X  

Shipping Container     X   X  

Island Ford Boat Ramp     X   X  

Foot Bridge at northeast corner 
of site

    X   X  

Pond Overlook Dock     X   X  

Stair set and boardwalk along 
pond loop trail

    X   X  

Stone, timber, and concrete 
retaining walls

    X   X  

Utility and stormwater features     X   X  

Island Ford Parkway (historic 
portion)

    X X    

Island Ford Parkway (post-historic 
portion)

    X   X  

* Stone walkways, landings, and 
stair sets adjacent to Hewlett 
Lodge

    X                              X  

* Note: these features are described in the National Register nomination but not listed in the resource count.
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Recommendations

1	 Recommend archeological study in 
this vicinity 

2	 Proposed re-route to admin parking 
lot

3	 Drain low areas of Hewlett Field to 
the south

4	 Address active erosion issues

5	 Establish upland meadow at roadsides

6	 Address unauthorized park access 
occurring here

7	 Potential comfort station location

	 Preserve historic view

	 Maintain forest buffer

	 Suggested locations for new parking

	 Redefine forest buffer if cleared for 
parking or other use
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The natural forests surrounding Hewlett Lodge, the administrative area, and 
Island Ford Parking Lot include representations of Early- to Mid-Successional 
Loblolly Pine Forest (6011), Piedmont Rocky Mesic Mafic Forest (4542), and 
Piedmont Loblolly Pine-Oak Forest (4232) (see Illustration 3.5 and the Existing 
Conditions section of this CLR.
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1	 Proposed re-route to admin parking 
lot -- minimize forest clearing

2	 Restore natural forest when existing 
admin road is closed

	 Replace non-native and
undesired ornamental vegetation 
with native species from recom-
mended plant list

	 Restore natural plant form by
adopting pruning plan to promote 
natural plant form

	 Maintain low-growing grass/forb mix
at ground level under existing trees

	 Maintain medium-height shrubs with
forbs/grasses below

	 Maintain forest edges	

Japanese Aucuba 
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Recommendations

1	 Area with localized erosion

2	 Update earthen trail to Barbeque

Pavilion

3	 Maintain compacted aggregate
surface	

	 Recommended Wayside/Interpretive
Media location

	 Recommended Location for 
View/Vista Interpretation or Seating 

	 Maintain forest edges	

Credits:
1. National Park Service, CHAT Archives
2. USGS Earth Explorer (aerial imagery
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