
A Wrinkle in the Earth 
A vibrant palette of color spills across the landscape 
before you. The hues are constantly changing, altered 
by the play of light against the towering cliffs, massive 
domes, arches, bridges, and twisting canyons. Over 
millions of years geologic forces shaped. lifted. and 
folded the earth, creating this rugged, remote area 
known as the Waterpocket Fold. 

Erosion creates waterpockets and potholes that collect 
ra inwater and snowmelt enhancing a rich ecosystem. 

Capitol Dome reminded early travelers of 
the US Capitol building and later inspired 
the name o f the park 

The Castle is made of fractured Wingate Sandstone 
perched upon grey Chinle and red Moenkopi Formations. 

From the east, the Waterpocket Fold appears 
as a formidable barrier to tra vel, much like a 
barrier reef in an ocean. 

Creating the Waterpocket Fold 

Capitol Reef's defining geologic feature 
is a wrinkle in Earth's crust, extending 
nearly 100 miles from Thousand Lake 
Mountain to Lake Powell. It was created 
over time by three gradual, yet power­
ful processes-deposition, upl ift, and 
erosion. The result is a classic example 
of a monocl ine, or one-sided fold, in the 
otherwise horizontal rock layers. 

A Patchwork 
of Life 

Deposition 

Deposition The climate and geography changed dra­
matically over the past 280 million years. The environ­
ment was once oceans, deserts, swamps, and riverbeds, 
creating nearly 10,000 feet of sedimentary rock made 
of limestone, sandstone, and sha le. 

Upl ift 

Uplift Between 50 and 70 million years ago, an ancient 
fault was reactivated during a time of tectonic activity, 
liftin t he layers to the west of the fault over 7,000 feet 
higher t han those to the east. Rather than cracking, the 
rock laye rs folded over the fault line. Continued uplift 
occu rred again some 20 mi!!ion years ago. 

Erosion Erosive forces sculpted uplifted rock layers. Much 
of the carving occurred between one and six million years 
ago. Water, along with the pull of gravity, is the primary 
erosive force here. Powerful rains, flash flooding, and 
freeze-thaw cycles loosen, crack, and wash away stone, 
creating canyons, cliffs, domes, and bridges. 
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(/, -(- Fruita Historic District (see map above) 
, v Includes the Fru it a schoolhouse, blacksmit h shop, the Gifford House store 

<o and museum, and othe r buildings and features . 

Orcha rds have apple, peach, cherry, pear, p lum, apr icot, and almond trees. 
Historic and heir loom varieties are found here. You may pick and eat fruit 
free of charge whi le in the orchards. A nominal f ee is cha rged to take fru it 
with you. Harvest times vary. Check at t he visitor center or ca ll the fruit 
hotline 435-425-3791 . 

Facilities, Fees, an d Serv ices 
Visitor Center The visitor center is open year rou nd 8 am to 4:30 pm, with 
extended summer hours. Clos d some federal holidays. Informat ion, ori­
entation movie, exh ibits, and bookstore clre availab le. Park entrance fees 
are collected at the north end of Scenic Drive and at the vi sitor center. 
Nearby picnic area has picnic tab les, gri lls, restrooms, and d rinkinq water. 

Accc-,sibility W<• \t11v(' to 111.1kP our l<1cilil1C'<,, \<'rvl«''· <1nd proqr.1nh .1ctP\ 

\rl)I ' lo ,il l. ror i11fo1rn,1tr lll CJO [() Lh ' V/SilOr (l'l11 'I,,, k tl lilll<JVI, «Jll, or 
ch ck O t 11 w<'b~rtr 

Things To Do 
Explor the beuuly of C:ipi lol R f. Rang r led activit ies are offered 
sp ring through f<il l. S hedul s al the vi5ilor center and on bulletin boards . 
Ripple Rock Natu1 C nl r has inl racliv d isp lays . Check rit th vi~i1or 

c nl r for hours. 

Th paved, 8 m ile Scenic Driv offers br ;it htaking vrcws of the Wat r 
pocket Fold . Ent rance fee is charged beyond rru ita cumpground. Allow 
about two hours for th round trip drive. 

A variety of t rails from easy to strenuous off r many options Lo xplore 
the park. Please remember hiking in canyon country an b dangerOLJS . 
• Hike with others and tel l someone of you r h iking plan. • Check at the 
visitor center for t ra il conditions. • Monitor w eat her and be prepa red for 
ext reme t emperatu res. • Sudden rains can cause f lash f loods. • Carry one 
gallon of drinking water per person per day. • Do not drin k unpurif ied 
backcountry w ate r. • Trai l guides are sold at t he bookst ore. 

Pets are permitted in developed park areas only, not on h iking t rails. They 
must be rest rained on a leash, six feet or less, at all t imes. Clean up pet 
waste and place in a d umpster. 

Bicycles are restri cted to public roads at all t imes. 

Camping 
Fruita Fee. Developed site, 71 spaces. Picnic tables, fire g rates/grills, rest­
rooms, water, and RV dump station. First-come, f irst-served . Limits: e ight 
people per site. 

Cathedral Valley and Cedar Mesa No f ee. Prim itive sit s. Prcnic t<ibles, fire 
grates/gril ls, pit toilets, no water. First come, 'first scrv d. Cathedral Va lley 
has six sit sand Cedar Mesa has five. 

Group Site Available by wrilt n r erva t ion only. Lim it: 40 p opl . 

Backcountry Camping Free b;:ickcountry p rmit is rcqui1 C'CI. Avo il .1blc al 
th visitor cent r. 

Sa f ety and Regulatio ns 
Sdfety is your 1 sponsibilily . • Be Cdr 'ful nedr cliff edg es. • Carry one gal-
1011 of cir 111ki11g wtHC'r per J)(' r son per dt1y Do not d rin k unpurified back­
c.oun try wtitc r • W.ilch for f1,1sh floods. Avard canyon wash sand exposed 
,11 c,1~ when qor ms a ppr OilC h. • Do not f<'Ni or disturb wildlifr. • Do not 
l i llt'r. P.i k Olli ,111 t r .i~h . • I ll111trr1q rs proh1b 1t('ci rn t lw p.irk . • I or frr('Mms 
I C'9lll.tl1011S .ISk .l I ,l/l£j('I 01 Cill'tl- tht• p,111- Wl'b~ l lC . • Ofl rOdcJ Vl'hicle use 
is not permitted in the park. • Ch ck road cond itions at t he vis itor center. 
• Ground f ires arc only al lowed in grates provided in campgrounds. • Do 
not distu rb or co llect p lants, animals, fossil s, artifacts, and m inera ls. 

More Information 
Capito l Reef National Pa rk 
HC 70, Box 15 
Torrey, UT 84775 
435-425-3791 
www.nps.gov/care 

a National 
Park Foundation 

Join the park community. 
www.nationalparks.org 

CI a y 

Capitol Reef Nat ional Pa rk is 
one of over 400 pa rks in the 
National Park System. To learn 
more about national parks, 
visit www.nps.g ov. 
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