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DESCRIéE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Salt Creek gathers its headwaters on the shoulders of the Blue Mountains at
an elevation of 8,000 feet and flows -about thirty miles north to its mouth

at the Colorado River, an elevation of 3,800 feet. Lavender and Davis Canyons,

which head just east of Salt Creek, drain to Indian Creek. While flowing
through the intricately carved Cedar Mesa Sandstone, Salt Creek picks up
several important side canyons: Salt Creek Butler, Horse Canyon, and Lost
Canyon. The terrain is rugged and cross-country travel is difficult and
often made impossible by unscalable rock barriers. At the head of the drain+
age, however, there is easy access to and from the high country to the south
and a trail across the Salt Creek Butler-Butler Wash divide makes for easy
travel to the Beef Basin area. Downstream, thick limestone deposits outcrop
forming "jumps' or dry waterfalls which make travel to the Colorado difficult
or impossible. The canyon floor is blanketed by Recent, banded alluvium up
to sixty feet in depth. The stream and its tributaries are now entwenched
to bedrock, a result of an accelerated erosional cycle that began late in thT

19th century.

In contrast to the remainder of the area within Canyonlands National Park,
the upper two-thirds of Salt Creek, together with its tributaries, offered
aboriginal peoples fairly accessible, well-watered, arable land. For this
reason, the area contains by far the greatest concentration of archeological
.sites and structures within the park.

In 1965 and 1966, an archeological survey of the park was made, and 170 site4
were reported from the proposed district. These sites included chipping
sites, transient camps, storage sites, open habitation sites, alcove habita-
tion sites and pictograph/petroglyph sites. The structures of the open sites

were in most cases entirely collapsed. The open sites found were all on
high. ground. Granaries and habitations H,
in most cases, remarkably well preserved. Masonry is the slab and mortar

type. Granaries account for a large majority of the structures. Most
granaries have a maximum f£loor measurement of less than five feet and averagd
three to five feet in height habitation sites are not numerous.

They are larger than the granaries; the average dwelling housed one or two
families, a few housed five to ten families, Chipping sites and transient
camps are widespread and numerous. All artifacts collected during the survesy
were identified as Mesa Verde Anasazi. Extensive pot hunting had occurred
for many years prior to the survey, and many valuable artifacts were lost

for this reason. The time span of the major Anasazi occupation of this area
is estimated as 1075 -~ 1150. Complete abandonment may not have occurred

until 1200 - 1250.

Petroglyphs and pictographs are found throughout the aream
w. Many of these panels depict gures
characteristic of Fremont sites. That no Fremont artifacts have been found
affiliated with the art is quite an anomaly. .Some workers have questioned
the Fremont origin of these panels and have suggested that the Fremont motifs
found therein were borrowed wholesale by the Anasszi. Several of the art

panels are unique to the area. These panels consist of series of elaborately
painted red and white face masks. Though there are many contrasts, they are
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definitely related to the Fremont style, and show great resemblance to
Fremont figurines. Another figure, the "All American Man," is unique.
Painted in red, white, and blue, the round body shows little resemblance
to the stiff trape201da1 forms of the Fremont anthropomorphs. Other -
panels show great resemblance to the Barrier Canyon style. If they prove
to be a product of this possibly pre-ceramic culture, they will be the
first of these panels discovered east of the Colorado.

Kirk Cabi a nineteenth century structure, —
Two corrals and several pieces of machinery are
associated with it. The walls of the one-room structure are of hewn,

knotched conifer logs. The chimney, fireplace, and foundation are of stone.
Third level of significance, recommended treatment, preservation.

The area added to the park in November of 1971 includes part of Lavender
and Davis Canyons and an upper section of Salt Creek. This area has not
been surveyed, but is known to contain many sites and structures similar .

to those in the surveyed area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the ruins within the Salt Creek District are not as physically
impressive nor are so numerous as those in other parts of the Four Corners
area, the district is a cultural resource of great value for several

The genius of the Anasazi people is best demonstrated not by their e1aborat4
dwellings or utensils, but by their ability to thrive in a marginal, harsh,
environment where survival depends on the exploitation of meager water,
plant, and animal resources. The digstrict contains an isolated, fertile
drainage suitable for primitive agriculture - a distinct and complete
ecosystem surrounded and cut off by physical barriers. Intensive study of
the flora, fauna, geology and geography of this drainage would yield
abundant information concerning the Anasazi lifeway.

The-Anasazi occupied a large territory until the middle of the thirteenth
century when they suddenly withdrew to a much smaller area. The Salt Creek
ares is near the extreme northern boundary of the Anasazi thrust and is thu%
important in studies concerning regional differences within this culture.
One theory concerning the withdrawal of the Anasazi from vast areas of
their lands suggests an increase in flooding and sedimentation due to
climatic change. Recently a structure has been loc

The high granaxy/
welling ratio of the visible structures suggests that many dwellings have
been similarly buried. Unldke many narrow canyons where most of the
alluvium has been flushed out, much alluvium remains at Salt Creek, and
future gullying, together with excavation, may reveal many buried structure%.
Future study may reveal the sequence and severity of the flooding that
occurred here and determine its effect on the Anasazi people. Possibly,
Fremont artifacts will be found, explaining the occurrence of the Fremont
art panels.

Several pictograph and petroglyph panels in the district are unique and
deserve an added measure of protection. There are some disagreements
concerning the cultural affiliation of many of these panels. Regardless
of whether they are authentic Fremont or ‘are Anasazi "copies" of Fremont
work, they are valuable because they help to document cultural interchange
in this boundary area. Other panels show great similarity to the Barrier

Canyon style - found west and north of the Colorado River. Any information
that these panels could yield concerning this little-known culture would be

of great value.
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