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N A T IO N A L  P A R K  •  U TAH

A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

C a n yo n la n d s  N a tio n a l P ark  is  a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  
N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e , U .S . D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  
In te r io r .  A s u p e r in te n d e n t, w h o s e  a d d re s s  is  C an-
y o n la n d s  N a tio n a l P a rk , M o a b , UT 8 4 5 3 2 , is  in  im -
m e d ia te  c h a rg e  o f  th e  p a rk .

As th e  N a tio n 's  p r in c ip a l c o n s e rv a t io n  a g e ncy , th e  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r  has b a s ic  re s p o n s ib il-
it ie s  fo r  w a te r , f is h ,  w ild life ,  m in e ra l, la n d , pa rk , 
and re c re a tio n a l re s o u rc e s . In d ia n  a n d  T e r r ito r ia l 
a f fa irs  a re  o th e r  m a jo r  c o n c e rn s  o f  A m e ric a 's  
"D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e s ."  T he  D e p a rt-
m e n t w o rk s  to  a ssu re  th e  w is e s t c h o ic e  in  m an a g -
in g  a ll o u r  re s o u rc e s  so  e a ch  w il l  m ake  its  fu ll 
c o n tr ib u t io n  to  a b e t te r  U n ite d  S ta te s  — n o w  a n d  in  
th e  fu tu re .

N ational P ark S erv ice
U .S . D E P A R T M E N T  OF TH E IN T E R IO R
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P iped  w a te r  is  a va ila b le  n e a r S q u a w  F la t C a m p -
g ro u n d  in T he  N eed les  d is t r ic t ,  b u t n o w h e re  e lse in  
th e  p a rk . Y O U  M U S T  P R O V ID E  Y O U R  O W N  
W ATER FOR B A C K C O U N T R Y  TR IPS.

T he A n t iq u it ie s  A c t  p ro te c ts  th e  p a rk  and  p ro h ib its  
th e  dam age , d e s tru c t io n ,  o r  re m o v a l o f  a n c ie n t 
o b je c ts . I r re p la c e a b le  ru in s , p ic to g ra p h s , p e tro - 
g ly p h s , and o th e r  e v id e n c e  o f  a n c ie n t c u ltu re s  can 
be e a s ily  d am aged . T h e y  a re  o f  im m e n se  s c ie n t if ic  
in te re s t,  and  m u c h  o f  th e ir  va lu e  can be d e s tro y e d  
s im p ly  by d is tu rb in g  th e  s o il in o r  n e a r a ru in , fo r  
exa m p le . P lease  h e lp  us p ro te c t  th e m .



S P E C IA L  W A R N IN G

T w o - w h e e l - d r iv e  r o u te s  u n s u ite d  f o r  s o m e  lo w  c le a ra n c e  v e h ic le s :  
f o u r - w h e e l - d r iv e  r o u te s  m a y  b e c o m e  im p a s s a b le  d u e  to  ra in s to r m s .  

N o  s e rv ic e s  o f  a n y  k in d  a v a i la b le :  b e  c e r ta in  y o u  h a v e  a m p le  gas. 
w a te r ,  to o ls ,  e m e rg e n c y  s u p p lie s ,  e tc .

T h is  m a p  d e p ic ts  s o m e  m a jo r  fe a tu r e s  a n d  r o u te s ,  b u t  is  n o t  a d e q u a te  
f o r  e x te n d e d  t ra v e l.  U se  o f  d e ta i le d  to p o g r a p h ic  m a p s  s t r o n g ly  
re c o m m e n d e d .



A nge l A rch  — Needles C o u n try

The o u ts ta n d in g  q u a lity  o f  C a n y o n la n d s  is  i ts  va -
r ie ty  o f  fo rm  a n d  c o lo r —th e  c o m b in e d  e f fe c ts  o f  
s u b s ta n c e , tim e , a n d  e ro s io n .

First, look at th e  substance o f this g rea t p lateau: 
sandstone fro m  oceans, w inds, floods, and eroded  
m ountains, in layer a fte r layer, each w ith  its own  
past. It is upon th is  substance th a t all the  forces  
o f natu re  have w o rked  fo r abo ut 3 0 0  m illion years 
to  p roduce a rem arkab le  landscape.

The C o lorad o  R iver, w ith  its tr ib u ta rie s , is the  g re a t-
est fo rce  in th is  co lo rfu l land. The G reen  R iver 
m erges w ith  th e  C o lorado  here to  fo rm  the  w ildest 
r iv e r on th e  c on tin en t. Both  rivers a re  en trenched  
in tw is tin g  canyons, and below  th e ir confluence, 
th e  w a te rs  ro ar into  th e  echoing depths of C a ta -
ra c t Canyon.

Pure salt, 2 9  layers and 3 ,0 0 0  fe e t th ick , is another 
g rea t shaper o f th is  c ou n try . The salt is an unde-
pendable sup po rt fo r  a 1-m ile th ic k  overlay  o f ac-
cum ulated  rock and sand. As u nderground  w a te r  
dissolves and carries  aw ay salt, blocks of o verly -
ing sandstone slow ly settle  in to  th e  spaces once  
f i l le d  by  th a t  s a lt ,  th u s  fo r m in g  lo n g , n a r ro w ,  
stra igh t canyons (called grabens by geologists) in 
the  N eedles d is tric t.

S a lt pressing up beneath  the  surface  has created  
U pheaval Dom e, a salt dom e in th e  n orth w est  
c o rn e r o f the  park. As rock layers bulged upw ard , 
erosion  stripped aw ay m uch of the  top  and in-
te r io r  o f the  bulge, leaving a c ircu lar s tru c tu re  of 
u pturned  stra ta  enclosing a m ile-w ide c ra te r 1 ,5 0 0  
fe e t deep.

The salt deposit fo rm ed  a fte r ancien t m ountains  
blocked the  outle t o f an inland sea abo ut 3 0 0  
m illio n  y e a rs  a g o . T h ro u g h  e v a p o ra t io n  th e  
trap p ed  w ate rs  becam e m ore  and m ore  b riny, and 
this co n cen tra ted  brine eventually  fo rm ed  salt 
layers. The salt w as buried  by layers of debris fro m  
erod ing  m ountains, w indb low n  sand, and lim e-
stone form in g  in la te r and lesser seas.

Erosion gnaw s constantly  at th e  land as today's  
natu ra l forces  d estroy  and reassem ble w h a t o th er  
natu ra l fo rces  crea ted  in th e  d istant past. V a ria -
tions in the  hardness o f the  ancien t rock layers  

a ffec ts  the  ra te  o f erosion today. A bed of resist-
ant ro ck , such as the  W h ite  Rim sandstone o r the  
Rico lim estone, p ro tec ts  underlying  beds from  
erosion  and so tends to  fo rm  w ide, re la tive ly  level

benches. W h ere  a hard  layer lies on top  o f a m uch  
so fte r ro c k  deposit and both are  exposed along a 
canyon w all, the  soft m ateria l w ill e ro de  from  
beneath  th e  resistan t layer and leave the  h arder  
rock as a g re a t overhanging  ledge. Rock hardness  
is a m ajor fa c to r in the  developm ent o f scenery. 
H ard , slow ly erod ing  rocks fo rm  cliffs , fo r ex-
am ple, w h ile  so fter layers e ro de  m ore  quickly to  
fo rm  slopes.

H ere , the  G reen  and the  C o lorado , g rind ing  in to  
bedrock, have established conditions and d rainage  
p atterns  th a t have b ro ug ht abo ut all th a t you see 
today. T h e  rivers have carried  aw ay m any cubic  
m iles o f sand and silt and have carved  m ore  than  
1 0 0  miles o f canyons abo ut one-half m ile deep.

From  this b rie f geological account, you can see 
th a t the  landscape is not static; it is in constant 
change. T h e  spires, to w ers , and arches are  sim ply  
the  le fto vers  o f a d iffe re n t landscape, m ost of 
w hich  has been rem oved  by erosion.

W h ile  you are  h ere , d iscover th e  mesa tops and  
canyons and delve into  th e  area's h is tory  and p re -
h istory. T he  roads and tra ils  w e re  once ridden by 
cow boys and sheepherders, tram p led  by th e ir  
herds, o r cut by prospectors ' jeeps. Y our cam psite  
m ay w ell have been an Ind ian  cam p 9 0 0  years ago.

A P ronghorn

G o to The N eedles d is tric t, w here  a bristling  forest 
o f fan tas tic  spires rings Chester Park, and east of 
it. Salt C reek and H orse  Canyon expose th e ir  grace-
fu l walls. W ith in  these canyons, rock filig re e  and 
color abound in surrea lis tic  exc item ent.

Island in the Sky, the  north  d is tric t o f C anyon-
lands, is an a lto g e th e r d iffe re n t w o rld . It over-
looks the  rem arkab le  a rray  o f land fo rm s to  the  
south, and encom passes the 40-m ile  w ide  erosional 
basin o f th e  G reen  and C o lorado  Rivers. From  here, 
6 ,0 0 0  fe e t above sea level, canyon w alls d rop in 
g ian t 1 ,0 0 0 -fo o t steps to  the  rivers  w hich  seem to  
be buried  in th e ir in tr ic a te  canyons.

The M aze  d is tric t, lying w est o f the  G reen  and 
low er C o lorado  R ivers, is the  most rem ote  and in-
accessible portion  o f the  p ark . H ere  even the  ap-
proach to  the  park  dem ands a fou r-w heel-d rive  
vehicle. "The M aze "  is exactly  tha t: sheer walled  
canyons tw is ting  and w ind ing , d ividing and red i-
viding in a to ta lly  confusing m anner. The d is tric t in-
cludes the  Land o f S tanding Rocks and H orseshoe  
Canyon, a detached  unit o f the  park. W ith in  The  
M aze  d is tric t are  p ic tograph  panels th a t represent 
the  finest ancient Ind ian  rock a rt in N o rth  A m erica.

P A R K  S E A S O N S

T h is  is d e s e rt c o u n tr y ;  a n n u a l p re c ip ita t io n  is fro m  
5 to  9  in ch e s , m uch  o f  w h ic h  fa lls  as la te -su m m e r 
th u n d e rs h o w e rs  a n d  w in te r  s n o w . A n n u a l te m p e r -
a tu re s  v a ry  f ro m  2 0 °  b e lo w  ze ro  to  1 1 0 °  above , 
b u t th e  n o rm a l te m p e ra tu re  ra n g e  in  any  o n e  area 
is g e n e ra lly  m u c h  less.

S in ce  c le a r  d e s e rt sk ie s  and  la c k  o f  dense  v e g e ta -
t io n  te n d  t o  e n c o u ra g e  v e ry  ra p id  c o o lin g  a t n ig h t-
fa ll a n d  ra p id  w a rm in g  in th e  m o rn in g , a d a ily  ra n g e  
o f  2 5 ° -  3 0 °  is  n o t u n u su a l.

N ig h ts  a re  fa ir ly  c o ld  f ro m  D e c e m b e r th ro u g h  Feb-
ru a ry , b u t d a y tim e  te m p e ra tu re s  a re  g e n e ra lly  
p le a s a n t even in  m id -w in te r .  T he  w in te r  season  is 
u s u a lly  s h o r t ,  w ith  v e ry  l i t t le  sn o w . S p r in g  and 
a u tu m n  te n d  to  be lo n g  and  v e ry  p le a sa n t, e x c e p t 
th a t  h ig h  w in d s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by sand  o r  d u s t 
s to rm s  a re  co m m o n  in  s p r in g .

P L A N T  A N D  A N IM A L  LIFE

C a n y o n la n d s  has been  th e  s u b je c t o f  v e ry  l i t t le  
s tu d y  o r  re s e a rc h , and  m u c h  re m a in s  to  be le a rn e d . 
In re c e n t ye a rs , fo rm e r ly  u n k n o w n  sp e c ie s  o f 
f lo w e rs , in se c ts , and  m ic ro s c o p ic  a n im a ls  have 
been d is c o v e re d  h e re  o r  n e a rb y . T he  is o la tio n  o f 
h ig h  m esas and  deep  c a n y o n s , a n d  o b s ta c le s  like  
b ro a d  r iv e rs  and  she e r c l i f fs  a f fe c t  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  
o f  p la n ts  a n d  a n im a ls  ju s t  as th e y  a f fe c t  m an 's  
m o v e m e n ts  in  th e  a rea . N e a r T he  N eck, a sm a ll 
s ta n d  o f  D o u g la s -f ir  g ro w s  in  th e  s h e lte r  o f  th e  
c l i f fs ,  a p p a re n tly  is o la te d  fo r  th o u s a n d s  o f  yea rs  
f ro m  o th e r  s ta n d s  o f  D o u g la s -firs .

T he  d e s e rtla n d s  lo o k  d e s o la te  and  e m p ty  b u t a re  
v e ry  m u c h  o c c u p ie d  by p la n t a n d  a n im a l life . B ig -
h o rn  sheep, m u le  d e e r, c o u g a rs , b o b ca ts , c o y o te s , 
fo xe s , a n d  p ro n g h o rn  a re  p re s e n t, as w e ll as ro -
d e n ts  in  g re a t v a r ie ty  and  n u m b e rs , v a r io u s  k in d s  
o f  o th e r  sm a ll m am m a ls , and  so m e  re p tile s . A lo n g  
th e  r iv e rs  a re  bea ver, s h o re b ird s , d u cks , and  o th e r  
w e tla n d  a n im a ls .

B ird l i fe  in C a n yo n la n d s  is  e s p e c ia lly  d iv e rs e  be-
cause  o f  th e  w id e  ra n g e  o f  h a b ita ts . T o ta lly  d i f fe r -
e n t c o n d it io n s  m ay o c c u r  w ith in  v e ry  s h o r t  d is -
ta n ce s , and  b ird w a tc h e rs  f in d  a r ic h  v a r ie ty  o f 
sp e c ie s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  yea r.

M a n y  a n im a ls  a vo id  th e  r ig o rs  o f  th e ir  s u r ro u n d -
in g s  b y  m o v in g  o r  c h a n g in g  th e ir  h a b ita ts , b u t 
som e  a lso  have  e v o lv e d  m e th o d s  o f  c o n s e rv in g  o r  
even  m a n u fa c tu r in g  w a te r . S om e  p la n ts  a lso  have 
e v o lv e d  e la b o ra te  w a ys  to  c o lle c t  and  co n s e rv e  
w a te r  in  th e  a rid  e n v iro n m e n t o f  C a n yo n la nd s .

T R A V E L IN G  IN  TH E  P A R K

L ike  e v e ry th in g  e lse a t C a n yo n la n d s , t ra v e l c o n -
d it io n s  v a ry  g re a tly . D e p e n d in g  u p o n  w h ic h  p a rts  
o f  th e  p a rk  y o u  v is it  a n d  u p o n  th e  ty p e  o f  m o to r  
v e h ic le  y o u  a re  d r iv in g ,  y o u  m ay  be t ra v e lin g  on 
paved  ro a d s , d i r t  ro a d s  s u ita b le  to  any  ty p e  o f 
v e h ic le , easy fo u r-w h e e l-d r iv e  ro u te s , o r  s teep , 
ro c k y , and  h a za rd o u s  fo u r-w h e e l-d r iv e  tra ils .  Each 
ye a r, th o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  t ra v e l th ro u g h  th e  p a rk  
by b o a t o r  ra f t .  H u n d re d s  ta k e  th e  th r i l l in g  ra f t  
t r ip  th ro u g h  C a ta ra c t C anyon .

Is la n d  in  th e  S ky 's  d i r t  ro a d s , d u s ty  a n d  a l i t t le  
ro u g h  b u t su ite d  to  any  v e h ic le , end  a t o v e rlo o k s

o f a v a s t exp a nse  o f  c a n y o n s , g o rg e s , sp ires , 
to w e rs , and  b u tte s . F ro m  th e s e  v ie w p o in ts , you 
lo o k  d o w n  a t th e  W h ite  Rim 1 ,0 0 0  fe e t  b e lo w , and 
c a tc h  g lim p s e s  o f  th e  r iv e rs  1 ,0 0 0  fe e t  b e lo w  th e  
W h ite  R im . T he  ro a d  to  U p h e a va l D o m e  p ro v id e s  
easy access to  a re m a rk a b le  c ra te r lik e  fe a tu re  
caused  by m o v e m e n t o f  sa lt fa r  b e lo w  th e  s u rfa c e .

T he W h ite  R im  T ra il o f fe rs  m o re  th a n  1 0 0  m ile s  o f 
easy fo u r-w h e e l-d r iv e  t ra v e l to  b a c k c o u n try  en-
th u s ia s ts . S h a fe r  T ra il,  fo r  w h ic h  a fo u r-w h e e l-  
d r iv e  v e h ic le  is  a d v is e d , is a th r i l l in g  ro u te ,  b u t it  
may invo lve  som e hazardous d riv in g .

You w il l  t ra v e l a b o u t 30  m ile s  th ro u g h  m a g n if ic e n t 
c a n yo n  c o u n tr y  to  re a ch  T he  N eed les  d is t r ic t .  A ll 
p a sse ng e r c a rs  m u s t s to p  a t E le p h a n t H ill,  a 40- 
p e rc e n t g ra d e  tra v e rs a b le  o n ly  b y  fo u r-w h e e l-  
d r iv e  ve h ic le s . Y ou  can  h ike  m ile s  o f  t r a i ls  o r  ta k e  
concess ion-opera ted  jeep  to u rs  fro m  nearby tow ns. 
V is ito rs  to  C hesler Park, Salt Creek, and o th e r areas 
in  The Needles d is tr ic t  trave l in to  th e  canyons amid 
th e  rem arkab le  e ros iona l fea tu re s  th a t g ive  th e  area 
its  name.

You can see m uch o f The Maze d is tr ic t  by four-w heel- 
d rive  vehicle, b u t you  can ge t in to  The Maze itse lf 
o n ly  on fo o t. T rave l to  th e  Maze O verlook, Horseshoe 
Canyon, and th e  Land o f  S tand ing Rocks can p rov ide  
a severe te s t fo r  even th e  best fou r-w hee l-d rive  
veh ic le . Because it  is rem o te  and lig h t ly  trave led, 
pa rties  v is it in g  The M aze d is tr ic t  shou ld  inc lude  at 
least tw o  vehicles.

For many, th e  u ltim a te  recrea tiona l experience  at 
C anyonlands is a f lo a t t r ip  d ow n  e ith e r th e  Green 
o r  C o lo rado  R iver and th ro u g h  C ata ract Canyon. It 
is a n e ve r-to -be -fo rgo tten  jo u rn e y . C om m erc ia lly  
ope ra ted  f lo a t tr ip s , led by licensed guides, are  the 
m ost popu lar. P riva te  g roups  w ith  p ro p e r equ ipm ent 
and experience  may a tte m p t th e  t r ip  a fte r  ob ta in ing  
a p e rm it fro m  th e  supe rin tendent.

GENERAL IN FO R M A TIO N

The p a rk  is open all year. S p ring  and au tum n are 
best fo r  h ik ing  and exp lo ring . Rooms and meals are 
n o t availab le. M o n tice llo , M oab, Green R iver, and 
H anksville  are  nea rby to w n s  p ro v id in g  a fu ll range 
o f  services.

C am pgrounds have tab les, firep laces , and p it to ile ts . 
F irew ood  ca n n o t be co llec ted  in  th e  p a rk —b rin g  your 
ow n fue l. There are  no hook-ups o r o th e r special 
fa c ilit ie s  fo r  tra ile r  o r  cam per un its . P rim itive  cam p-
sites are  loca ted  in fou r-w h e e l-d rive  areas. Cam ping 
is  lim ite d  to  14 days.

The park is a lso a sanc tua ry  fo r  all p lan ts  and animals. 
P ick ing  flo w e rs  o r  c o lle c tin g  p lan ts  is  n o t pe rm itted . 
H un ting  is p ro h ib ite d ; th e re fo re  fire a rm s  are  no t 
a llow ed  w ith in  th e  park.

B ackco u n try  pe rm its , ava ilab le  free  fro m  any ranger, 
are  suggested fo r  a ll b a ckco u n try  trave l.

Do n o t b u ry  tra sh ; c a rry  it  to  th e  nearest tra s h  can.

ALL veh ic les  m ust s tay  on estab lished  roads and 
fo u r-w hee l-d rive  rou tes. T ra il bikes, like  all m o to r 
vehicles, m ust be licensed, m u ffled , and ope ra ted  by 
a licensed d rive r.

Vucca Plant

In C a n y o n la n d s , th e  p a rk  v is ito r  w il l  d is c o v e r  j  
a rch e s , need les, s p ire s  and  s ta n d in g  ro c k s , b ro a d  
p la in s , b o ld  m esas and  c re n e la te d  b u tte s , ro a r in g  
ra p id s  and p la c id  re a ch e s , sa n d ba rs , leve l b o t to m -
lan d s , and  t r ib u ta r y  c a n yo n s . T h is  is  th e  s c e n e ry  
o f  g e o lo g ic  e ro s io n , a n d  th e  m a s te r  p a t te rn  is  v e ry  
c le a r. The  g re a t r iv e rs  have  d one  th e ir  w o rk  w e ll. 
S te w a r t  L. U d a ll


