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ﬂDESCRIPTION

. CHECK ONE -

conenwou L ' CHECK ONE ‘
‘ .__agceusm ‘ _DETERIOHATED —UNALTERED - ~ XORIGINAL SITE ) ,
XGoop _Xnums -~ Xauwereo —MOVED: = DATE k
—FAIR ‘ UNEXPOSED _ e
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL nF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ’
CONTEXT o

The Ross- Hammock site .is comprised.of two.components:: a preh1stor1c component cons1st1ng
of a village midden:and two-buriali mounds; and the: historic: ru1ns of a Confederate

saltworks dating from: the Civil War.

.. The Ross . Hammock site was: determined: to be e11gib1e for. Nat1ona1 Reg1ster consideration

- during the fall-of 1975 when- the’Southeast. Archeological Center:undertook ‘a-cultural .
resource inventory-of the newly.established Canaveral National:Seashore. . This assessment
of archeolog1ca1 ‘and: h1stor10a1 ‘resources: was;.carried. out- in.compliance with Executive
Order-11593.  'The: assessment team-did:no: excavation; reconnaissance.was carr1ed out

by boat, Ppower: wagon, or: on foot a1ded by ‘infra-red. aerial- photographs. -

There. are:. current]y 62: known sites: w1th1n the Canaveral National: Seashore. Three pre-
historic.districts, . four: prehistoric sites, and three historic sites were determined to
be" eligible for.consideration: for: nomwnat1on tothe. National: Register by the 1975 !
assessment study.. The Ross-Hammock site:includes. two of-the prehistoric cultural b
marnifestations (Ross Hammock: midden(Vo0.130) -and ‘Ross: Hammock burial mound (Vo 131) |
and one: h1stor1c resource (The Confederate Saltworks (Vo 213))

" The- preh1stor1c componentecons1sts of. a- fa1r1y extens1ve but,not extremely large
shell midden-village area (Vo 130),. a-large sand. burial mound:(Vo:131), and a second, ;
slightly:smaller. sand. burial mound.. - Based upon.comparison.of the ceramic artifacts found J
with the established ceramic: chrono]og1es, it.has- been. determined that the village -
was occupied: during: the:St. Johns I and-II. periods; . the larger; main- burial: -mound: was ‘
constructed during:the:St. Johns I.period; while the second burial mound was con= f
structed s1ightly Tater, when more burial space was required.. This places the early n
occupation of the site at approximately the time of Christ or slightly earlier, B

~although -more.research; is.required. for a more accurate date. The St. Johns I/11 ]
boundary:is-dated.at. approx1mate1y ‘A.D. 800~900. Just when: this site was ‘abandoned -
during the St. Johns: II period.is unknown; more: “vesearch is requ1red to p]ace a year i

date at the upper: end of the occupat1on. -

A e T

The ‘historic component of the. Ross-Hammock site consists. of the. rema1ns of a salt
evaporation works. Local residents state that these saltworks were used during the
CiviTl War; and the:.construction, associated artifacts, and location of this foundat1on '
a11 support the theory that ‘this was an- 1861 1865 sa]t evaporat1on p1ant.

BOUNlARY JUSTIFICATION
The boundaries-of-the: s1te extend to an.

i .‘,.-:!.A..,_;..wet.._..:su.um_ﬁwm._.,. P M
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INTERNAL COMPOSITION
The prehistoric compone

[ S R D )

jdden area which lies

f

of Ross Hammock consists of the s

The midden surtace 1s truncated by the present surface which may indicate remova
midden material for builder's fill. The midden depth varies from 6-10 feet (at the
midden test trenches). There is variation in deposition from clam to oyster back to
¢lam shell from the top to the bottom of the midden. The larger main mound (25 feet
high and over 150 feet in diameter) is located to the southeast of the midden, while
the second mound is south of the midden and first mound.

Both mounds were built of sand and some dirt which came from the moat-1ike borrow pit
surrounding each mound. Shell, human bone,”and artifacts were taken from test trenches
in both mounds. The artificial construction of both mounds is evident from the sloping
zones of shell and different colored layers of sand. ~The depositions near the center
of the larger mound indicate that something was purposely built near the center of the
mound. At least two phases in mound construction and use are indicated by both flexed

and bundle burials in the Targer mound.

=
W
E=3

A1l that remains of the saltworks at the northwest edge of the midden are low walls
constructed of a mixture of coquina blocks and bricks set with a cement containing

an aggregate of shell. The floor of the saltworks is laid on.a fill taken from the
adjacent midden and is cement over rubble. The main walls are oriented north-south

and east-west; they are 12 inches above the level of the hearth and the hearth is some

6 inches higher than the surrounding floor. The floor extends some 8 feet in front
(west) and 15 feet south of the hearth. There is no evidence of a floor to the north
or east of the foundations. A surface collection of artifacts included remelted glass,
scrap iron, hand-wrought nails and spikes, a Spanish olive jar fragment, and prehistoric

ceramics.

Nothing specific is known about the historic appearance of the saltworks. However, it
can be assumed that during their operation the area was clear. The works were composed
of the remaining building and possibly one.or more buildings where saltwater was boiled
away in pans containing from 50 to 100 gallons of water. Wood was used to fuel the
fires. The salt when dry would be packed in boxes or barrels for transport. Because

ion there may have been very few wooden buildings such as sheds.
was a favorite landing place for blockade runners
and the U.S. Navy was active in the vicinity between 1862 and 1864, there is no mention

in any of the after-action reports of the existence of a salt works in the vicinity.
The Union Navy did devote time and men to destroying saltworks along the Florida

Gulf Coast between Pensacola and Panama City and on the Texas coast. Thus, saltworks
were considered to be suitable targets for offensive actions. Why no mention of these

works was made is not known.
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ENVIRONMENT

g palmetto,
cabbage palms, . In historic times orange groves were planted.
The climate of the area is hum1d subtropical with generally high hum1d1ty

The site is.one of the few spots

has been important from prehistoric

S Tand and open water was facilitated.
The 1agoon has provided shellfish and fish resources for exploitation, and the fauna
was rich with an abundance of deer. and smal]er game and birds.

INTRUSIONS AND DATA LIMITATIONS -

At present there is no planned development of this area, so that only unauthorized
excavation and vandalism threaten this site. The midden area is generally undisturbed
except for a drainage ditch which .cuts the midden at its southern end. The extreme
northern end of the midden has been disturbed by the construction of the Civil War

salt evaporation station.

The main burial mound has been pot-hunted and large holes have been left where large
trees were uprooted. On the top of the second mound there is an old "treasure-seeker's"

- hole as well as other pot holes.

5
&

Ground water acids have eroded and p1tted some of the long bones and shells within
the burial mounds.

Previous archeological test excavations by Bullen, Bullen, and Bryant were carried
out to evaluate the archeological potential of the site and did not greatly diminish
the site's basic integrity.

The saltworks component does not appear to have been vandalized nor excavated, and
it possesses integrity of location, design, and setting.

ARCHEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES
In 1963 Bullen, Bullen, and Bryant carried out test excavations as a joint enterprise

of the William L. Bryant Foundation and the Florida State Museum to evaluate the site's
archeological potential. They dug two 5' X 10' trenches within the village midden; a 5'
wide trench southeast of the center of the main mound as well as a 4' X 8' test near '
the southeastern end of the main mound; and six small trenches in the second mound.

In addition they cleaned the remaining walls, scraped the floor, and collected surface
materials at the saltworks.
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PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS
ATthough excavations at the Ross Hammock site have been carried out only by Bullen,

Bullen, and Bryant, the site has been.visited and dis ed by other investigators. '
J. Francis LeBaron conducted a survey of sites along m
in 1877-1878 and mentioned the site in an 1884 report. Andrew E. Douglass conducted

numerous excavations and surveys along this portion of the Atlantic coast in the
mid-1880's and mentioned the site in an 1885 report. Finally, Amos Butler mentioned
the site in a 1917 report. None of these three reports provided any archeological

information about the site.

i ouse described the Ross Hammock site in 1951 based on an archeological survey
%done between 1944 and 1949 as .part of the Caribbean Anthropological
Program sponsored by Yale University. John. Goggin published information about the site -~
in 1952 based on surveys in Volusia County also under the auspices of the Yale program.

In a report on cultural resources in the area of the Kennedy Space Center prepared

for NASA in 1967, George Long also discussed the Ross Hammock site.

In 1963 Bullen, Bullen, and Bryant carried out test excavations, and the Southeast
Archeological Center carried out the most recent survey and reconnaissance work at

the site in 1976.




K3 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
X_PREHISTORIC )LARCHEOLOGWPR"E‘H’ISJT‘QRK;_‘ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC  : - __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE . ~ _ECONOMICS __LITERATURE - __SCULPTURE
—_1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE - —EDUCATION - X MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC" — THEATER
X 1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS - Llypusrnv ;{ . —POUTICS/GQVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIEVY

_INVENTION

Sﬁ&bﬂ Dﬁ\Tfs_ SﬁidJ?B%ﬁ ‘I:é-rll%&ca. 1 A.D.- BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Ross Hammock'sité consists: of a prehistoric and’h1stor1c component Four major
sets of data are available- from the: preh1stor1c component

1) Artifactual data consists of lithic material, ceramic mater1a1 and worked-
shell artifacts. Of particular: importance from this material’is the ab111ty to more
accurately determine the chronological position of the Ross ‘Hammock site within the
temporal framework of the Southeast. since culture chronologies have been based upon

this site . provides excellent resources
or interpretation of the "zone of transition” Detween these two cultural areas. In
addition, the earliest burial mounds-.of northeastern Florida (from. the St. Johns Ia

Late period) have been correlated with the Adena-Hopewell aspects of the Ohio-Indiana
‘region. At this time burial mound ceremonialism was well developed in that area, and
altars, crematory pits, and special burial. dep051ts were common at Adena- Hopewe11 sites.
The 1arger mound at Ross Hammock is of the right time period to contain evidences of
such influences from: farther north, and the suggestions of the mound further hint at

poss1b1e 1nf1uences.

2) Env1ronmenta1 data may be obta1ned from a closer scrut1ny of the she11
deposits “in both’thé midden and mounds as a method of determining salinity levels
as well as sea level fluctuations. .

3) Charcoal samples may prov1de further radiocarbon dates and more accurately
pinpoint the beginning and end points of occupation at Ross Hammock.

4)  Human remains from the bufial mounds may provide information regarding the
~general health of the aboriginal populations, particularly in terms of prevalent
diseases which would have shown their effects osteologically.

From these categories of data a wide variety of research.questions may be addressed.
The artifactual data provides the potent1a1 for increasing knowledge of the concepts
of time and space distribution and development of estuarine cultures in this area.

In particular, the development of ‘anm area influenced by ‘two ‘cultural traditions as
well as possibly by a more northerly Hopewell tradition may be clarified; or at least

* the manner of influence may be determined.
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Environmental data may add new information concerning the specific nature of aboriginal
man/Tand relationships of coastal Florida marsh habitats. The shift in dominance from
clams to oysters and back to clams as seen in the stratigraphy of the midden probably
reflects ecological changes in nearby waters. Goggin indicates that no large populations
Tived on the coast until St. Johns 1 time because the waters of the coastal Tagoons

were too fresh to support oysters. When the sea rose, salinity increased and shellfish
flourished in the Tagoons. Correlation of the radiocarbon dates, shell zones within

the midden and mounds, and proposed cultural/ceramic chronology may more accurately
reflect man/land relationships and populations settlement patterns spatially and
temporally within the area.

The historic component of the Ross Hammock site consists of the structural remains

of a Confederate Civil War salt evaporation works. The production of salt for the
Confederacy was an important and essential activity both for preservation of food

stuffs for the military and to provide a necessity of life to the civilian population.
The mode of production through the use of heat to boil away the water leaving the

salt was a common method in areas where excessive rainfall made use of solar evaporation
methods impractical. The small salt evaporation plant is one of the few such Civil

War period ruins still extant.

Though an overgrown ruin, the site has retained its integrity as a location of a
very significant but Tittle studied element in the story of the Confederate states'
efforts to survive despite an increasingly restrictive Union blockade.

Although the saltworks were built on a corner of the prehistoric village midden,
there is no apparent continuity of occupation of the area. Both the prehistoric and
historic occupations of the site seem to have valued the direct access to open water
from land without the intervening marsh. Both components of the Ross Hammock site
have retained integrity of location, design, setting, and feeling and have the
potential to provide resources to answer a wide variety of research questions.
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