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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present and historic appearance of the environment surrounding Old Haulover Canal
has changed very little in the one hundred-plus years since the canal was constructed.
Designated as a Flatwoods community it contains woody vegetation growing in an acid
soil. Most of the Vegetation, except for trees is between 2 and 10 feet high. It is
a fire climax commmity in which periodic fires sweep through the pine forest under-
story. The understory consists of saw palmetto, running oaks, wax myrtle and wire
grass. Just north of the old canal ig._an area that has beer;_dturbe by man and is

returning to its natural condition.

e concurrence o

bemg nominated by the Natlonal Park Serv1ce.

The canal was located at this point because it was a traditional crossover point for
travel down the inland waterway. Until its construction in 1854 cargo was hauled
across the island then loaded on boats and continued south. Some small craft were
also hauled over at this point. For thirty years after 1854 the 0ld Haulover Canal

wis used. It was abandoned in 1884 when the new Haulover Canal was completed Mk
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - o T I T s UL s
From earllest tlmes the Indlans, and later the’ Spanlsh and Eng11sh used the protected"'j
inland waterways as routes of travel along Florida's east coast. Until the middle ‘of =
the last century no major man-made improvements had been attempted in this transpotrta-

tion sistem. The first effort was the construction of a canal at Haulover Point to

Ten years after an initial survey by Lt. Jacob Blake, a Lt. Wright investigated the
possibility of constructing a canal at this point. In 1854 based on Wright's report
and recommendations the Federal Government spent some $5,000 for the construction of
the 01d Haulover Canal. It was 3 feet deep and 10-14 feet wide, and the work was done

by slaves owned by a local citrus grower. The canal served for some 30 years before
being abandoned in 1884 when the new Haulover Canal was constructed *
ﬁ In the years from 1854 to 1884, and perhaps for some arter
some 2,000 feet in length was an mrportant transportation link in the J.nland
waterway along Florlda s coast. Today it is the only extant canal of its’ type on the *

east coast of Florida. K .. e

An incidental fact is that general area of the Old Haulover Canal is considered by
anthropologists ( Rouse, "Survey of Indian River Archeology,' 1951) to be the dividing
line between the two main groups of Indians that dominated Florida at the time of '
BEuropean discovery. To the north were the Timucua and to the south the Ais. While
the Timucan were agricultural, the southern group were essentially hunters and gathers.
. There were also distinct social and religious differences among the two groups.
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