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Figure 1. A beach along the Chukchi Sea.



ABSTRACT

The prehistoric and historic archeological resources within the Cape Krusenstern
National Monument are the focus of this overview and assessment. It consists of
a synthesis of data on the broad spectrum of known archeological resources within
the monument, an assessment of those resources within a regional context, and
recommendations for managing the archeological resources within the monument
boundaries as well as for planning future research.

Information has been included from 218 archeological sites, 147 of which were
newly identified, recorded, analyzed, and reported by National Park Service
archeologists in a recent three-year research project.

The first part of this six-part volume consists of background data on the modern
physical environment of the monument. The second part presents an overview of
the region’s prehistory, accounts for the known archeological resources present
within the monument, reviews and evaluates the previous archeological research
in the region, and gives a brief overview of the ethnographic and historic research.
The third part presents data about the known cultural resources in Cape
Krusenstern National Monument within a thematic construct. The fourth part
assesses our current knowledge of the data within the same thematic construct.
The fifth part presents the archeological data in a completely different way, in a
series of historic contexts. Finally, Part Six provides recommendations for
managers of the cultural resources within the monument and the National
Historic Landmark.

The appendixes consist of tables listings archeological sites and archeological field
projects. They also contain information on the locations of archeological
collections, field records, and reports for Cape Krusenstern National Monument.
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Figure 2. Archeological site NOA-145 overlooking Kilikmak Creek.



INTRODUCTION

Cape Krusenstern National Monument is located on the Chukchi Sea coast of
northwest Alaska. The internationally significant archeological resources that are
located there are focal to the creation of the monument, established in 1978, and
to the Cape Krusenstern National Historic Landmark (NHL), designated in 1973.
Many of the cultural resources within these areas were, however, unknown at the
time of the creation of the monument and NHL, and are still little known.

NPS-28, the Cultural Resources Guideline for the National Park Service (USDI
National Park Service 1985a:1), requires the park manager to
locate, identify, evaluate, preserve, manage, and interpret qualified cultural
resources in every park in such a way that they may be handed on to future
generations unimpaired...
Documents prepared as part of the cultural resources management planning
process include archeological identification studies, archeological evaluation
studies, and an archeological overview and assessment. One of the most
important components of an overview and assessment is the set of
recommendations for the future management of the archeological resources.

Management issues and concerns for the monument include what approach and
methods will be best to manage the nationally and internationally significant
archeological resources that are located within the monument. Areas of specific
concern are management and protection of the archaeological resources in remote
locations of the monument, on private land or on potential conveyances, in areas
used for subsistence and recreation, or are in the path of development associated
with the Red Dog Mine.

This overview and assessment was written just after the National Park Service
completed a three-year project to identify and evaluate the archeological resources
in the monument. The study consisted of a two-year reconnaissance-level survey
of parts of the monument, followed by a one-year laboratory analysis, archival
research, and writing phase (McClenahan and Gibson 1990).

Keeping in mind the needs of the National Park Service for the management of
the archeological resources in the monument, this overview and assessment
accomplishes four major tasks. First, it reviews and summarizes the available
information on the prehistoric archeological record, based on a comprehensive
review of all of the publications, reports, archival and museum records and
collections; and it provides information about the location of these reports, records,
and archeological collections. Secondly, it evaluates the current levels of
knowledge about the archeological resources in the monument and the status of
past research with respect to its adequacy and completeness in terms of today’s
agreed-upon professional standards for archeological research; additionally, it
critically assesses this knowledge and research in terms of context and validity.
The primary goal of this assessment is the production of a summary of data for
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the manager, to provide projections about the quantity, character, distribution and
potential research significance of the cultural resources within the monument.

The overview and assessment will address the research potential and the
management concerns and needs of the archeological resources within the
monument in the context of major research themes. Recommendations for
directions of future research will be made within the thematic construct.

An area to which this overview and assessment will give only cursory attention is
ethnographic research within the monument. A brief review of ethnographically
reported Inupiat lifeways is included here, but the reader is encouraged to consult
the recent in-depth ethnographic study of this area by Ellanna and others (in
preparation).

Little historic archeological research has been accomplished that applies directly
to the monument. Snow and others (1985) prepared an Historic Structure Report
on two Alaska Road Commission mail shelter cabins in the monument.
Subsequently, Gleeson (1988) conducted archeological testing in the vicinity of one
of the cabins located at Aniyak, an historic Inupiat village. The 1987-1988
National Park Service survey identified several historic-era archeological sites and
standing structures and revisited others, which are discussed in this overview and
assessment. However, no List of Classified Structures (LCS) exists.
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Figure 3. Early summer at the edge of the Chukchi Sea.



PART ONE: THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Description of the Monument

General Description. Cape Krusenstern National Monument is located in the
northwestern area of North America just above the Arctic Circle, in the northwest
region of the state of Alaska. The monument is just north of the Bering Strait
and is approximately 200 miles east of the Chukchi Peninsula of Northeast Asia
(Figure 4). It comprises 659,807 acres of land along the coast of the Chukchi Sea
west of the Noatak River, north of Kotzebue and south of Kivalina (Figure 4).
Physiographic characteristics of the monument include foothills that run roughly
the length of the monument, dividing the drainage systems into those that run
into the Chukchi Sea and those that drain into the Noatak. Coastal lowlands are
located to the west of the foothills, and are dotted with a series of large and small
lagoons. Five small arctic rivers cross these lowlands.

While the Chukchi Sea makes up the western edge of the monument, the foothills
mark the eastern boundary. From the eastern slopes of the foothills, tributary
streams flow into the Noatak River Valley, situated in the Noatak Lowlands
physiographic region (Figure 4, 5).

The entire monument contains prehistoric cultural resources of international
significance, but of particular note are the series of prehistoric habitation sites
located on the sequential beach ridges of Cape Krusenstern. These sites contain a
record of some 6,000 years of prehistory. Other sites that are located at higher
elevations inland are the remains of even earlier people. The archeological record
in the monument continues through historic times. Of additional interest are the
glacial features left behind when part of what is now the monument was covered
by glaciation some 250,000 years ago.

History of the Establishment of the Monument. By the end of the 1960s and
the beginning of the 1970s, efforts were underway to make a comprehensive
survey of potential national parks in Alaska. The Park Service initiated an
inventory of the existing National Park System to evaluate the degree to which
the areas already within the system were representative of the nation’s cultural
and natural history. Prepared by the National Park Service’s Richard Stenmark
for use by the Alaska Parks and Monuments Advisory Committee, the list
included Cape Krusenstern, among some 23 historical areas proposed as set-
asides. Additionally, the Alaska area office in Anchorage had amassed the
existing knowledge on Alaska’s prehistory and archeological resources in an effort
to identify areas meeting the criteria for inclusion in the National Park System
(Williss 1985:50-52; 59).
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Figure 4. Regional map showing the location of Cape Krusenstern National Monument and National Historic
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Passage of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) of December 18,
1971, provided the means by which Cape Krusenstern National Monument, as

well as a number of other parks and monuments, would be established. According
to Williss (1985:92)
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