














The Salt Marsh 
A Visit to Another World 

The pounding ocean surf is 
a powerful call to the seashore 
visitor. But, for those who can 
resist the ocean's temptations, 
the other side of the barrier 
islands holds some 
unexpected treats. 

The salt marsh is a world 
apart from the ocean surf. Its 
shallow protected waters 
make it a haven for a variety 
of sea life. When visiting the 
marsh you will first notice 
several types of grasses. Salt 
marsh cord grass lives in the 
shallows and as this grass dies 
off, its blades fall into the 
sound, decompose and 
become an important food 
source. This food, along with 
the shelter the marshland 

provides, makes it a nursery 
ground for many marine 
animals. 

Walking through the 
shallows causes the water to 
ripple in front of you as 
schools of small fish dart away. 
Blue crabs quickly paddle by 
or dig into the sand to escape. 
Patience and a crab net may 
provide you with your next 
meal. 

Bird life is ever present. 
Shorebirds probe for small 
organisms until they build up 
enough fat stores to continue 
on their long migration -
mainly to the Canadian tundra 
or South America. 

Dancing through the 
shallows, the snowy egret 

actively pursues crabs and 
shrimp. An osprey or "fish 
hawk" spots its prey from high 
above. Plummeting from the 
sky, the bird splashes into the 
water to lock its talons deep 
within the fish. 

Off in the distance you may 
spot another kind of 
fisherman. A villager moves 
along in his skiff, pausing to 
check his net or crab pot. 
Working as did his father and 
grandfather, he keeps his 
heritage alive. 

The longer you stay in the 
salt marsh, the more you will 
discover. To neglect a visit 
means something of a loss. 
The salt marsh is as much a 
part, though a very different 
part, of the islands as is the 
ocean beach. 

The National Seashore 
A Movable Treasure 

When we think of an island, 
we usually think of a stable 
land mass surrounded by 
water. The Outer Banks are 
certainly surrounded by water 
but it is far from stable. The 
Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore is a series of barrier 

Visible Shipwrecks 
It is the night of April 3, 

1818. A schooner is aground 
in the center of the infamous 
Diamond Shoals, being 
battered by a raging northeast 
wind. In the ship's tangled 
rigging, four men cling to 
their lofty perch as to life 
itself. After being buffeted for 
fourteen hours by the sea, the 
castaways are finally rescued 
by men from the nearby 
lifesaving station. But the ship 
and her cargo, $32,000 worth 
of sugar, are completely 
destroyed, consigned to the 
deep, or scattered for miles 
along the sandy beaches of 
Hatteras Island. 

Scenes similar to this have 
taken place thousands of 
times along the Outer Banks 
giving true meaning to its * 
name, "The Graveyard of the 
Atlantic". Why so many 
shipwrecks here? Usually 
several forces combine to 
make survival of a mariner 
and his ship an ordeal of skill, 
courage, and luck. 

The North-flowing Gulf 
Stream and a similar South-
flowing current have been 
used for centuries by ships' 

captains trying to gain a little 
speed as they sail along the 
coast. 

Compounding the problem 
is land deposited by currents 
creating shallow areas called 
shoals. Shoals can change 
depth and characteristics in a 
matter of hours so there is 
never a sure, safe passage 
through them. The infamous 
Diamond Shoals extend ten 
miles into the ocean from 
Cape Hatteras and have been 
the site of hundreds of wrecks. 

Cape Hatteras is also the 
focal point for extreme, often 
violent, weather conditions. 
Winter storms, "nor'easters", 
often batter the banks for days 
on end while late summer can 
bring tropical storms and 
hurricanes. Before modern 
forecasting methods, mariners 
often found themselves at the 
mercy of the elements with 
no advanced warning. 

Over 1500 wrecks have 
been documented but many 
simply disappeared without 
trace. Today, storms and the 
incessant pounding surf have 
left very few visible reminders 
of days gone by. 

islands that are gradually 
moving closer to the 
mainland. 

Why are the islands 
moving? The islands are 
mostly sand. Storm tides and 
winds will carry the sand from 
the beach across the islands 
depositing it closer to the 
sound. The beaches lose sand, 
but the marshes on the other 
side of the islands grow. This 
effect can be seen at the Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse area. 
Once over a 1,000 feet from 
the surf, the lighthouse is now 
in danger of being 
undermined by the sea. 

The next millenium may 
find the Outer Banks to be 
just another beach along the 
mainland. Until then, why not 
enjoy the ride? 

The Guiding Lights 
Lighthouses or light towers 

provide a visible signal that 
can be seen far out at sea. 
Lighthouses on the Outer 
Banks are placed close 
together so that even today 
sailors can spot one ahead 
before the one behind has 
been lost from view. Each 
lighthouse is equipped with a 
distinctive light sequence so 
one can be distinguished from 
another at night, while the 
shape, height and markings of 
each provide specific 
identification by day. 

Three lighthouses stand 
within the boundaries of the 
Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore. They are the Bodie 
Island, Cape Hatteras, and 
Ocracoke lighthouses. The 
Ocracoke Light (see map) is 
the oldest active light on the 
East Coast, built in 1823. Its 
conical shape and stark white 
exterior give bearings to many 
of the oceangoing vessels near 
the island of Ocracoke. The 
Cape Hatteras light is the 
tallest lighthouse in the 
United States, and at 208 ft., it 
warns ships rounding the 
treacherous Diamond Shoals. 
The 156 foot Bodie Island light 
is the third light to be placed 
in the vicinity of Oregon Inlet. 
The black and white candy-
striped tower gives mariners 
travelling from northern ports 
advance notice to move 
farther out from land to avoid 
the shoals near Cape Hatteras. 

Each of these lighthouses 
stands today like a silent 
sentry ready to help seamen 
along the treacherous coast 
off the Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore. 
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Attention Campers! 
Here are a few tips on 
camping in the Park: 
Reservations 

You can reserve a campsite 
in any of three ways: at Park 
Ticketron terminals at 
Whalebone Junction; Hatteras 
Island and Ocracoke Island 
visitor centers; in writing 
(reservation folders are 
available at ranger's stations); 
and through the nation-wide 
Ticketron system. 

Make sure you bring the 
same equipment (i.e. tent, 
trailer, etc.) as you state on 
your reservation. Campsites 
are limited to a maximum of 
six people. Only two vehicles 
per campsite (your trailer 

counts as one vehicle). Check 
the ticket you receive from us 
to make sure the right 
information is on it. If you 
have questions, call the 
number on the ticket. All 
campgrounds are on the 
reservation system except 
Salvo which is first come first 
served. For more information 
about reservations write: 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
Rt.1 Box 675-Manteo, NC 27954 

Fees and Length of Stay 
Campsites are $6.00 per day. 

An additional $2.50 service 
charge is made for 
reservations. Two weeks (14 
days) is the maximum length 
of stay within the Park. 

Check-In 
Check-in time for reserved 

campsites is 12:00 noon. You 
may check-in earlier if a site is 
available. We will hold your 

campsite until 8:00 am the 
next day. Call us if you will be 
arriving after the 8:00 am 
deadline. 

The Campgrounds 
Most campsites are in flat, 

sandy areas without shade. If 
you plan on using a tent, 
bring along extra-long tent 
stakes. The campgrounds have 
modern toilets, cold water, 
outdoor showers, drinking 
water, grills and tables. There 
are no utility hookups. All 
campgrounds are on the 
ocean except Salvo which is 
on the sound, a short walk 
from the ocean. Camping is 
prohibited anywhere in the 
Park except in designated 
campgrounds. 

POLICE/EMERGENCY 
• Fort Raleigh & Wright Brothers 

911 
. Bodie Island 441-7425 
• Cape Hatteras Ranger's Office 

995-5044 day (5033 night) 
. Hatteras Sheriff's Office 986-2144 
• Ocracoke 928-5111 day 

(4231 night) 

DARE EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL CENTER 
(open 24 hours for emergencies) 

441-7111 

Important Phone Numbers 

WEATHER INFORMATION 
• National Weather Service 

995-5601 
• Local radio stations 

1530 AM 
95.3 FM 

FERRY INFORMATION 
• Ocracoke 

928-3841 
• Cedar Island 

225-3551 
• Swan Quarter 

926-1111 

Ferry Schedules 
(Subject to change without notice) 

VISITOR CENTERS 
• Whalebone Jet. Info. 441-6644 
• Fort Raleigh 473-5772 
• Wright Brothers 441-7430 
• Bodie Island 441-5711 
• Hatteras Island 995-5209 
• Ocracoke 928-4531 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
• National Park Service 

Headquarters 473-2111 
Or Write: 
Superintendent 
Cape Hatteras Group 
Rt. 1, Box 675 
Manteo, NC 27954 

HATTERAS - OCRACOKE FERRY 
This free ferry service links Hatteras with Ocracoke Island 

with an enjoyable 40-minute trip. The ferries accommodate 
cars and even large camping vehicles and are scheduled often 
enough during the summer so that your wait will not be long. 
Reservations are not required, as they are for the Cedar Island 
and Swan Quarter ferries from Ocracoke Village. 

The summer schedule is as follows: 
Summer Schedule 

April 15th thru Oct. 31st 

Leave Leave 
HATTERAS OCRACOKE 
5:00 AM 
6:10 AM 
6:50 AM 
7:30 A M 
8:10 A M 
8:50 A M 
9:30 A M 

10:10 A M 
10:50 AM 
11:30 AM 
12:10 PM 
12:50 PM 
1:30 PM 
2:10 PM 
2:50 PM 
3:30 PM 
4:10 PM 
4:50 PM 
5:30 PM 
6:10 PM 
7:00 PM 
9:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

6:00 A M 
7:10 A M 
7:50 A M 
8:30 A M 
9:10 A M 
9:50 A M 

10:30 A M 
11:10 A M 
11:50 A M 
12:30 PM 

1:10 PM 
1:50 PM 
2:30 PM 
3:10 PM 
3:50 PM 
4:30 PM 
5:10 PM 
5:50 PM 
6:30 PM 
7:10 PM 
8:00 PM 

10:00 PM 
10:00 PM 

FERRY CONNECTIONS FROM OCRACOKE: 
SWAN QUARTER & CEDAR ISLAND 

Reservations 
To avoid possible delay in boarding the Cedar Island-

Ocracoke Ferry and the Swan Quarter-Ocracoke Ferry, 
reservations are recommended. These may be made in 
person at the departure terminal or by telephone. For 
departures from Ocracoke, call (919) 928-3841; for 
departures from Cedar Island, call (919) 225-3551; and for 
reservations for departures from Swan Quarter, call (919) 
926-1111. (Office hours 6 a.m. - 6 p.m.) 

Reservations may be made up to 30 days in advance of 
departure date and are not tranferable. These 
reservations must be claimed at least 30 minutes prior to 
departure time. The name of the driver and the vehicle 
license number are required when making reservations. 

Gross Load Limits 
Currituck Sound 

Any axle 13,000 lbs. 
Two or more axles 24,000 lbs. 

All Other Crossings; 
Any axle 13,000 lbs. 
Two axles (single vehicle) 24,000 lbs. 
Three or more axles (single or combination vehicle) 36,000 lbs. 

More information may be obtained from Director, Ferry 
Division, Morehead City, NC 28557, or by calling (919) 726-
6446 or 726-6413. 

OCRACOKE-SWAN QUARTER 
TOLL FERRY 

Crossing Time Approx. 2V2 hrs. Capacity Approx. 35 Cars 

Leave Year Round Leave 
OCRACOKE SWAN QUARTER 
6:30 A M 9:30 AM 

12:30 PM 4:00 PM 

Fare & Rates Applicable (one way) Same as Cedar Island -
Ocracoke Ferry Rates. 

Winter Schedule 
Nov. 1st thru April 14th 

Leave Hatteras every hour on the hour from 5:00 A M to 
5:00 PM, and at 7:00 PM, 9:00 PM, and 11:00 PM. 
Leave Ocracoke every hour on the hour f rom 6:00 A M to 
6:00 PM; 8:00 PM and 10:00 PM. 
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Rip Currents 
The ocean is a wonderful 

place to swim if you're 
careful. Rip currents can turn 
a quick dip into a nightmare. 
Underwater sand bars often 
build up offshore forming a 
trough of water between the 
bar and the beach. When the 
sand bar breaks, the trapped 
water funnels out to sea 
through the break, sometimes 
sweeping swimmers along 
with it. 

The important thing to 
remember if you're caught in 
a rip current is: don't try to 
swim against the current. 
Instead, swim across the 
current, parallel to the shore 
slowly working your way back 
to shore at an angle. Above 
all, remain calm. 

The Park Service operates 
five guarded beaches. Consult 
the map on the back cover for 
their locations. 
Some other swimming tips: 
— Do not swim alone, at 
night or near fishing piers. 
— Watch the weather; storms 
and squalls can come up 
quickly. 
— Don't swim in the rain since 

lightening does strike the 
beach. 
— Watch out for surfers while 
swimming. 
— The Park Service offers some 
ocean programs at guarded 
beaches. 

Driving 
Here are a few things to keep 
in mind while driving in the 
Park: 
— Most roads along the 
beach are narrow with soft, 
sandy shoulders. 
— Watch for pedestrians, they 
are everywhere, especially 
around stores and parking 
areas. 
— Highway 12 can become 
flooded after a storm. Be sure., 
to check your brakes after 
driving through standing water. 

— Salt spray can fog windows. 
Keep something handy to 
wipe your windshield clean. 
— Park only in designated 
areas. It's easy to get stuck in 
the sand. 

Protect Your 
Valuables 

Burglars follow tourists. 
Unfortunately they follow 
them to the Outer Banks, and 
they'd like nothing better than 
to look into a car, tent or 
camper and see cameras, 
purses and fishing equipment. 
LOCKING YOUR CAR IS NOT 
ENOUGH! When you leave 
your car or campsite, take 
your valuables with you, lock 
them in your trunk or put 
them out of sight. If they have 
serial numbers, record them 

and carry them with you. 
Items such as tents, rods and 
reels and other gear should be 
marked with your social 
security number or in some 
other way so that they may be 
identified if stolen. 

Bicycling 
The long, flat roads of the 

Park would seem a perfect 
place for biking. For the most 
part this is not the case. Most 
roads in the Park are narrow 
and have soft, sandy shoulders 
making biking hazardous. 
Strong winds and blowing 
sand can make a bicycle hard 
to control. If your going to 
travel by bike, please ride 
defensively: be aware of the 
traffic around (and especially 
behind) you. 

Insects 
Mosquitos and other insect 

pests can make your trip an 
ordeal if you don't come 
prepared with an effective 
repellent and suitable 
mosquito netting for camping. 

CEDAR ISLAND - OCRACOKE 
TOLL FERRY 

Crossing Time Approx. TA hrs. 
Leave Summer Schedule Leave 

CEDAR ISLAND OCRACOKE 
7:oo AM April 15 thru May 31 7:oo AM 

10:00 A M r ' 10:00 A M 
1:00 PM 1:00 PM 
4:00 PM 4:00 PM 

7:00 AM jUne 1 thru Sept. 15 7:00 AM 
9:20 A M r 9:20 A M 

11:40 A M 11:40 Am 
2:00 PM 2:00 PM 
4:20 PM 4:20 PM 

7:OOAM Sept. 16 th ru Oct . 31 IO:OOAM 
1:00 PM r 4:00 PM 

Fares & Rates Applicable 
(one way) 

A. Pedestrian 1.00 
B. Bicycle and Rider 2.00 
C. Single Vehicle or Combination 20' or less in length and motorcycles (minimum 
fare for licensed vehicle) 10.00 
D. Vehicles or Combinations from 20' to 40' in length 20.00 
E. All Vehicles or Combinations 40-55 feet in length having maximum width of 8 
feet and height of 13'6" 30.00 

•Vehicles in excess of 50' (55' maximum) M A Sea Level Only). 

Park Concessions 
The National Park Service 

leases concession areas to 
several private companies. 
Here is a listing of some of 
the consessionaires you'l l f ind 
in the Park. 

— FISHING PIERS (see map) 
Hatteras Island Pier, 
Rodanthe 987-2323 
Avon Fishing Pier, 995-5049 
Cape Hatteras Pier, Frisco 
986-2533 
(all piers offer tackle rentals, 
bait, ice and other needs) 

— AIRSTRIPS (see map) 

— FIRST FLIGHT AIRSTRIP, 
WRIGHT BROTHERS 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

This 3,000-foot asphalt 
runway and tie down area has 
no refueling facilities and 
plane parking is limited-24hrs. 
(Kitty Hawk Aero Tours offers 
flying tours from the First 
Flight Airstrip. Call 473-6301 
for information and 
reservations.) 

— MARINAS 
Oregon Inlet Fishing 

Center, Inc., operates a full 
service marina featuring 
several deep sea fishing 
charters and head boats. For 
information and reservations 
call 441-6301. 

— THE WATERSIDE THEATRE 
Roanoke Island Historical Association 

The Lost Colony Outdoor 
drama is the oldest 
production of its kind in the 
United States. Located at Fort 
Raleigh, the historical drama 
is performed every night 
except Sunday from mid-June 
through the end of August. 
For ticket information and 
reservations call 473-3414. 

Hatteras Island 
Visitor Center Closed 

"The historic Cape Hatteras 
Light Station Double Keeper's 
Dwelling, now the Hatteras 
Island Visitor Center for the 
Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore, will undergo repairs 
this summer," announced 
Tom Hartman, Seashore 
Superintendent. 

"Every effort will be made 
to maintain the historic 
integrity of this structure and 
to provide as little disruption 
of visitor services as possible," 
added Mr. Hartman. 

The 129 year old structure will 
be closed until further notice. 
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