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THE BUl'l'ERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO 

By Muriel H. Wright 
The fa,,1oua ••Butlcr/leld Trafr• ran lhrou,1 llae aoulhea,1ern ,arl of 

o,,r elate of Oklaho111a, and manv lime, toe lla"e heard folk, ,a.,, ••01 11e• I 
thal 1eaa a •,ca,on road' lo lhe 1ve,1:• or u,ord• lo 11a1, e//eol, llllle realufn, 
ii, ,,,1porlane llnk '"''" lhe hlaloru of 01,r co11nlr11. 

Thi, ' 1Bullcr/leld Trail'' ha• lhe root, of 11, be,lnnt•, deep Cn lhu 
~ration', paal. An o/faprln, o/ Ille Overland Jlall Compan11 •• here will .,. 
todalf, fJel"II ,nuch alive a,,d doln, a lrc1,1cnduou, aen,lcc, nol onllf •n Okla­
ho1,1a bul Ille 1corld In general. 

Prior to lhe 18.fO'• lhcre 1ca, llllle de,nand for n1ail and pa,,enger 
/acllltle, fro,,, our ea11lcrn citlea to the frln,c of clvlli.:atlon along our 
,re,tern alaorca. Much o/ thl• lraneporl tea, conducted around Cape Hom 
(15,000 n1lle1) or aero,, the lalhmu, of 1•anan1a (6.000 nallea) tel111, onl11 
a /e10 brave a,1d hard11 ,oula traveling overland. Al the tcrmlnatlon of IM 
.llezlcan lVar. a proolalo,1 in the Treat11 of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 18.fB, 
granted Ille U,alled Slate• the ri11hl of perpetual paa,age aero,, llae Jalhnau• 
of Tehuanlepec. llecau,e of the unaallafaclor,, aN"an,emenl of lheae 1100 
prcvlou, roulca, lhi.e ne1D ro11lc aero,, .llczlco never came lnlo l,clng for 
,old 1ca1 dlacovcred In l'all/ornfa •oon after, and a grcal hue an4 Crtl 1oa• 
heard for an overland ,,tall route e,elfrel11 1cllhln our 01on boundarfe.l. 

Jfucl of the ,ecllonal duupte, lhal predated the lVar betteecn Ile Stale• 
,nfluenccd Ila ro11llng, a,,d the occu"cnce of lhl.e 11reat War toal reaponalb"1 
/or 11, lennlnallon along lhe ,oulhern route. 

lVllen the Ot,erland rca, rc•routed lhrou,h the central part of Ille 'Uftlled 
Btatea, 1111• •ame co1,apan11 beca,ne l·no,on aa the Wel~-Fargo Bepru, 
Con1panv that la kno,cn lo olmo,1 eve,.., •chool bo11 and girl. 

A• ,ta,o coache• began lo di.appear from the ,cene and lhe Jor, of 
hauling ezprc,, u:aa laken over 1>11 the railroad,, the 1Vella-J•ar,o llaen became 
kno,cm a, The American Rall1cav Ezpre,, Compan11; II later tplll ,n,o 
the An1erlcan Eepre,, tohlch became fan1oua for Ila Traceler, Check-,, and 
Ille RaU1ea11 rJzpr~•• tohlch ,till ,en:e• the American publk lodalf. 

-Vernon H. Bro1on, Chairman• 
Bulter/leld Ot,erland Mall 

Centennial In Oklahoma 

• Vernon H. Brown, Cap1ain American Airlines whose home is in Tulea, is 
one of ten Regional Chairmen appoinled under the National Committee Overland 
Mail CenteP-ni1l1, 1957-1958. of which H. Bailey C.11011, Director of the Te-.aa 
State Hia1orical Aaociation. ia Chairman. The National Commiltee Overland Mail 
Cea1ennial1 wu orpoiud four yean 110 under lhe American Aeaocjation of State 
and IAcal History. The Overland Mail Centennial ie bein1 celebrated this year 
(1957) in Oklahoma, with a special program or event, to be held al Durant. 
September 14--15. and special e1hibit mating to the hittory of 1he Butterfield 
Overland Mail ahown in a log cabin replica of an old Butterfield Stalion 11 the 
E:1po1ition commemoratina Oklahoma'• Semi-centennial Celebntion. in Oklahoma 
City, June 14--July 7, this year. 

The introductory etatementa to thie article in Tire Clrroniclu are from a 
letter by Captain Brown addressed to the po,.•masten at Spiro, Wilburton. Atoka 
and Duran1, the post officee of which (fint cl11t), along the old Butterrield Mail 
route in Oklahoma. an permitted to uae the slogan cancel, on all lint cleu mai• 
originating locally between June l and December 1, 1957, u authorired lhrouah 
lbe work of the Oklahoma Committee by 1he U. S. Post Offi~ Department.-Ed. 
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'l'l1e story of tile Butterfield O,·erla11d Alail frou1 the Missiaippi 
llive1· ac1·oss SoutlicWitern Oklal10111a1 through 'fexas and on through 
tl1e South,,·est to California before tl1e \Var bet ,veen the States forms 
011e of tl1e fa.~ci11ati11g sce11cs in tl1e pageant of America 'a past. for 
tl1e orgauizatio11 of tl1e Overla11d llails ,vas spectacular in its under­
taki11g and operatio11 as ,,·ell u a st1·011g li11k i11 the chain of events 
that brought about tl1e marvelous developme11t of our country. The 
establishmc11t of mail delivery i11 1857 ,,·as a necetWity of the time, 
in holdi11g com111unication for the moving forces on the advaneing 
,v cstern l41 ro11tier, &11d a sig11al e,·e11t tl1at marked the begin11iog of 
the great n1ail scr\•ice o,•e1·la11d in the history of the United States 
}>ost Office Dcpart1ue11t.2 

It ,,·as just one hundred )"ear., ago tl1at I>ostmaster-general Brown 
advertised for bids At>ril 20, 1857-to operate the first mail ove1·­
la11d from tl1e l\lississippi tl1rot1gl1 ,,·l1at are no,,· seven ,vestern states 
to San l•,ra11cisco, the service bavi11g been authorized by Congrt?:88 
i11 tl1e apJ>rop1·iatio11 bill for tl1e I>ost Office Department on March 
3, 1857. .t\111c11dme11ts to this .t\ct set forth the f ollo,,·i11g stipulatioDH 
upon ,,,11icl1 a co11tract for carrying the mails ,,·as to be n1ade :3 

Sec. 10. ,t,1d be II furtl,er c,1acled, That the 1•oatmaeter-geoeral be, and 
l1e ls bereb3·, autb<>rlzed tt> <.."1>11troct ft,r the c-on,·eyance of the enUre letter 
moll from su~b 1>0lot 011 the lllsslssl1>1,I lll,·er ae tl1e co11tractora may select. 
to Son 1'Tooclk-o, In tl1e Stote ot Calltor11lo, for six years. at a cost not 
exceedl11g $300,000 1,er 011111101 for seml-1uoutbly, $400,000 tor weekly, or 
$000,000 tor sewt-,,·cekly, at tl1e 01,tlt,11 of the 1•ostmaater-general. 

Sec. 11. .-l,1d be fl further c11aclcd, That the et•ntract eball reqolre the 
Ber,·lce to be J»erforoaed ,,·ltl1 gc)(><I four-h•>rse l"<>&cbea or e11rlo1 wacons. 
s11ltoble tor tl1e <:01.1,·eya11ce of 1•11ssengers, as ,,·ell ae the wtet7 and securlt7 
of tbe malls. 

Sec. 12. A11d be ii further enacted, That the co11traetore shall bave the 
right ot 1>r~m11tlo11 to three hundred ond t,,·enty acres of any land not tben 

1 An article by 1he late Dr. Grant Foreman, "The California l\fail Roule through 
Oklahoma'' (Chron;c/u o/ Oklahoma, \'ol. IX. No. 3, Seplember, 1931) preKnle 
aome o( the history of the Butterfield Ovcrlan<I l\lail service with descriptions or 
the fint west-bound mail over 1hia famous line in Oklahoma, written by W. L. 
Onneby, only througl1 passenger to San Francisco on lhe fint •••1e west in 
Sep1embcr, 1858. later published in the New York Herald.. 

Another article, .. Hietoric Places on 1l1e Old S1a1e Line from Fort Smith to 
Red River'' (ibid., Vol. XI, No. 2, June, 1933), by l\luriel H. Wright, give. more 
details on the local history relating lo this famous old etaae line, baaed on the 
Indian recorcle and her field research in markin1 the noted Butterfield ~fail route 
in Oklahoma. 

! Outetanding publicaliona cited in this arliclc (Spring, 1951) are: LeRoy R. 
Hafen, The Ouerland Alail, 1849-1869 (Cleveland, 1926); Roscoe P. Conkling and 
Margaret B. Conkling, Tl,e Bulter/ield 01,'f!rland, 1857-1869 (Glendale, 1947); Water­
man L Ormeby, TAe Butttr/idd Overland Alail, edited by Lyle H. Wri1ht and 
Josephine II. Bynun, (The lluntington Library. San ~larino, 1955). The Editor 
(lf.H.W.) of TIU! CAroniJ~ e.erved ae a guide to Air. and Afn. Conkling in 1932, 
to eome of the historic eila when they were mapping out their study of the Butter­
field route through Oklahoma, by auto cross country, preparatory to the publication 
of their bi.etory found now in three ,·olumea. 

3 U. S. Slalut~.s at Larit, \'ol. XI, p. 190, quoted in Hafen, op. ,:ii., pp. 87-8. 
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dls1>0Sed of or reser,·oo, at each 1>0lnt ne<.-e888ry for a station, not to be 
nearer tho1a te11 wiles from each other; and 1,ro,·lded tl1at aau mineral 
la11d shall thw, be 1,reew1>ted. 

Sec. 13. And be II further enacted, That tlae said eer,·lce shall be 
1,erforwed ,,·ltblu t,,·ent)·•tl,·e da)"s for eocb trl1,; a11d that bef4,re enterl111 
Into 11ucl1 a <."ODlracL 1'be l•t►stmaater•ge11eral shall be tMtlsfled of the oblllty 
and dlsposltlo11 of tbe 1►artles bo11oflde n11d In good faith to J>ertorm such 
c.-011tract, and shall re<1ulro good 1111d HUfflcle11t. security for the 1>ertorrua11c..-e 
c,t the wwe; the ser,·1<.-e to con1wenc:e ,,·ltl1l11 l\\"el,·e wo11tbs atrer slg11l11g 
the rontraeL 

This Act • • autl1orized '' but did 11ot req,,ire tl1e Postmaster• 
general'' to contract for tl1e eo11veya11ce of tl1e e11tire letter mail 
from such a poi11t 011 tl1e l\lissis..~ippi as llte co,atractors nuiy selecl, 
to Sa11 Fra11eisco.'' Co11gress had tl1us left the respo11sibility a11d 
tl1e actual selectio11 of tl1e rot1te to the final decisio11 of President 
Bucha11a11 's ad111i11istratio11. • I>ost1naster-ge11eral Bro,,·11 hi111~elf WLi 
a foremost leader i11 tl1e Democratic }>arty, )1a,·i11g ser,·ed as Gov­
ernor of Ten11cssee from 1845 to 1847. Tl1e matter of ,irO\\"i11g up 
and awardi11g a co11tract for carryi11g tl1e 1nails o,·erla11d ealled fo1· 
1oany discussio11s a11d 111eeti11gs of officials at ,v asl1i11gto11. eve11 
cabi11et meetings ,,·ith I>reside11t Bucl1a11a11 taki11g part.~ ,vhe11 
reports began leaki11g out tl1at a so,1ther11 route ,va.s likely to wi11, 
immediately a cry arose i11 11e,,·spapers over the cou11try, ,vitl1 ma11)· 
colun111s de,·oted to acclaimi11g tl1e s,1periority of a 11orther11 ro,1te 
or a soutl1er11 route, sucl1 as tl1e i11terests of eacl1 11e,,·spaper i11di­
cated. 011e ,,·riter reported : •' Tl1e 11orther11 papers poured hot sl1ot 
into their ears to con11>el tl,e locatio11 at St. Louis, or at lea~t fur• 
ther nortl1; \\·bile tl1e soutl1er11 papers fired bo1nbsl1ells 011 behalf 
of the termini at Ne,,· Orlea11s or l\len1pl1is a11d tl1e extre1•1e so,1tber1t 
route ..... • •5 

Nine bids ,,·ere ope11ed amidst great exciten1e11t in Ju11e, 1857. 
Three of tl1ese bids, the li11e of each i11 common alo11g the 35th 
Parallel-i.e., by ,,·ay of .i\lbuquerque, Ne,,· llexico- ,,·ere submitted 
by John Butterfield a11d l1is a.~oeiates, \Villian1 B. Di11s111ore, ,villiam 
G. Fargo. James V. P. Gard11er, ~[arct1s L. l{i11yo11, Ha1nilton S1>encer 
and Alexander Hollo11d. These three separate bids ,vere for a semi­
weekly mail : ( 1) bet,vee11 St. Louis a11d San 14,ra11cisco, $585,000 
per annum; (2) bet,,·een 1\lempl1is a11d Sa11 Fra11cisco, $595,000 
per annum; (3) a ro11te to start out fro111 botl1 St. Lo11is a11d l\lemphis 
and to co11,·erge at tl1e best poi11t ( to be <1eter111i11ed later), the11ce 
o,·er a co1n1no11 line to Sa11 14.,ra11cisco, $600,000 per a11num.8 Further, 
the Butterfield proposals stated tl1at tl1e bidders ,vould be \\'illing 
to alter a11y portio11 of tlte route i11dicated, ''"l1ich tl1e Post111aster­
general migl1t decide best for the safe and expeditio11s carr)"ing of 
the mails. The third 011e of tl1e tl1ree bids n1entioned, referred to as 

4 Ormaby, op. cit., p. 135. 
5 Jl,kl. 
• Halen, op. cil., pp. 88-9; Ormsby, op. ci1., pp. 135-6. 
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the •'bifurcated route•• (a name said to ha,•e been applied by John 
Butterfield as President of his company), n1et the seemi11gly un­
surmountable difficulties facing officials at ,v ashiogton since it 
gave a terminus to both the Nortl1 a11d to the South ,,·ithout advan­
tage to either; and pro,•ided the opportt1nity of establishing tl1e far 
southern route alo11g tl1e 32nd Parallel by way of El Paso, Texu, 
a11d T11c.~n, Arizona, ,vhere there ,,·as already considerable ,vl1ite 
settlement. Tl1is line "·as cha1npio11ed by Postn1a.c,ter-ge11eral Brown 
since it ,,·ould folio,,· alo11g the rot1te already prove11 a st1cccs.~ by 
Jim Burch in carrying a 111onthly mail bet,,·ee11 El Paso a11d San 
Francisco. 

John Butterfield and )1is as.,ociates ,,•ere astonished ,vhe11 they 
found they had 110 ,·oice i11 determi11i11g tl1e route ,,·hich the Con­
gressional Act stated \\"BS to be sucl1 ••as tl1e eon tractors may select.'' 
They entered protest.ci before t.he Post Office Depart111e11t, a11d con­
tended for a stage line alo11g tl1e 35th Parallel through Oklahoma 
west by ,vay of Albuquerque, Ne,,· l\lexico, a route heartily recom­
me11ded i11 reports by Captai11 J\. E. ,,.,11ipple,7 Captai11 Ed,vard 
0. C. Onl a11d others. Ho,,·e,'er, ,,·be11 partisa11s i11 Co11gress began 
criticising the adn1i11istratio11 •s J>la11 for the o,,erland n1ail a11d ,vould 
alter the route e11tirely, tl1e Butterfiel<l mc11 wo11ld 11ot counte11anee 
such attack.~ on officials at ,v asl1ingto11 for they ,,,ere co11tracti11g 
,vitl1 the Postmaster Ge11eral as tl1eir employer. 

Equally important \\·itl1 tl1e desig11atio11 of the best route over 
which the mails ,,·ere to be co11veyed ,,·as tl1e Postmaster-general's 
responsibilty in selecti11g tl1ose ,,·110 l1acl tl1e higl1est qualifications 
to carry out the terms of a co11tract. Tl1e greatest stager of the 
time, if not for all time, ,,·as Jol111 Butterfield, a resident of Utica, 
New York, who had had ,,·ide experie11cc i11 the orga11ization and 
successful operation of stage a11d express li11es i11 his l1ome state. 8 

Bis ability and character a11d that of his a.~ociates ,vere ,1nques­
tioned at \V ul1i11gton. They sig11ed tlie great co11tract ,,·itl1 Post­
master-general Bro,vn on September 16, 1857, the terms requiring 
the mail to be carried to and from Sa11 Francisco t,,·ice a ,veek, in 
good four-horse stage coaches or spring ,,·ago11s, suitable for carry-

T Captain A. W. Whipple bad commanded lbe Pacific Railroad Survey 1hrough 
Oklah"ma, along the 35th Parallel, in 1853. llia ori&inal Journal (28 notebooks 
in bis own bandwri1in1) along with man)· others of hie penonal records and original 
painting, by Mollhausen in bis collection are now in tl1e Oklahoma l{iatorical So· 
ciely. The Journal. annotated by l\luricl H. Wright and George H. Shirk. waa 
c:liahed in Tl,e Claronicles o/ 0/daAoma,. Vol. XXVIII, No. 3 (Autumn, 1950), 

idea a brief bio1nphy, .. Amici Weeb Whipple," by Francie R. Stoddard. The 
original notebooka of 1hia Journal, records and paintings forming the Whipple Col­
lection were preeented u a gift by the Whipple heirs and de1k:endanta in 1950, and 
now conetitu1e one or the most valuable cpllections in tl1e Hi!ltorical Society. See 
reference, aleo, Ormsby, op. cil., pp. 148, 149, 153. 

8 Vernon H. Brown, .. American Airline-e Along_ 1he Butterfield Overland P.lail 
Route," TAe Claronidts oJ OklaAoma, Vol. XXID, No. I (Sprin1, 1955). 
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i11g passengers and for the safety a11d security of the mails, at 
$600,000 a year for a term of six years, the contract to go into effect 
on September 16, 1858.9 

The Postmaster-ge11eral outlined the route designated by the 
terms of the contract, in his lleport for 1857 :10 

.... from St. Louie, llleaourl, and from Memphis, Tennessee, converg­
ing at Little Rock, Arkansas; thence. via Preston, Te:1ae, or ae nearly ao 
aa ma1 be found advisable, to the boat point of crossing the Rio Grande, 
bove El Paeo, and not far .from Fort Fillmore: thence, along the new 
road being opened and constructed under the dlrecUon of the Secretar:, 
or the Interior, to Fort Yuma, California: thence, through the beat paeaea 
and along the beat valle7a for safe and e:1.pedltJoue staging, to Seo Fru­
claco. 

Tl1ere ,,·as rejoici11g amo11g propo11e11ts of this southern route. 
Bt1t the press i11 tl1e Nortl1 looked upo11 tl1e contract as a ••foul 
,,·ro11g, '' tl1e Cl1icago 7'ribr,1,e co11den111i11g it a.~ ''011e of the greatest 
s,,·i11dles ever perpetrated u1>011 tl1e country by the sla,•e-holders.'' 11 
011 the otl1er hand, 011c ,,·l10 co11siclercd l1i111self unbiased stated that 
it ,,·a.~ a credit to tl1c "\dmi11istratio11 at ,,r ashi11gto11 that '' a steady, 
straigl1tfor,vard cot1rse has bee11 pursued, i11 spite of threats of the 
disappoi11ted spoils seekers 011 tl1e 011e l1a11d, or tl1e jeers and croak­
ings of old fogy co11ser,,atives on the other. '' 12 Opponents of Mr. 
Butterfield ho,,·led tl1at he could ne,·er establish a line of stations 
across the vast stretcl1 of country, most or ,,·hich ,,·as ,vildemess, and 
equiJ> them properl)" ,,·itl1 sufficie11t stock and coaches. Eve11 if he 
did all this, the n1ail route '' the lo11gest in the world ''-would be 
too difficult and u11,,·ieldly and ,vould be certain to fail. 

The year ahead sa,v l[r. Bt1tterficld and l1is associates in the 
Overla11d l\lail Company n1aki11g their preparations ,vith almost 
superhuman e11ergy. l\·la11y of their ex1>cditions explored a11d marked 
out almost )'·ard for )'ard i11 some places, alo11g the route of the 
2,900-mile route, 11early all through ,,·ild country; other expeditions 
set up stage statio11s on a11 average of eight to t,ve11ty-five miles 
apart, a11d ,veils l1ad to be dug a11d houses erected at many of these. 
Horses and n1ulcs ,,·ere purchased, '' enough to have one for every 
t,,·o rniles, '' to co11,·ey the mails, besides extra teams to haul sup­
plies hay and grai11 and e,,e11 ,,·ater·-to some of tl1e stations, every 
one of the some 1,500 a11i1nals branded '0 l[' (Overla11d Mail) and 
kept sl1od all aro1.111d. 011e l1u11drcd spri11g ,vagons (or ''celerity 
,vago11s' ') and coacl1es ,,·ere ordered to be made by tl1e Concord 
Coach Compau)' i11 Ne,v }Iampshire. llore than 800 operators had 
to be located a11d l1ire<l, ,,·ith special empl1asis 011 tl1e selection of 
dependable a11cl experie11ccd drivers. 13 The Company's protest to 

t Onmby, op. cit., pp. 137-8; and Wrigh1., op. cit., p. 822. 
10 Hafen, op. cit., p. 89. 
1111,ul., p. 9'l. 
lt Onmby, op. cit., p. 140. 
13 Forem•n, op. cu., p. 30'l; and Haren, op. cil., p. 96. 
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the Postmaater-ge11eral agai11st tile converging of the mail from 
St. Louis and Alempl1is at Little Rock 11ceessitated a test run that 
brougl1t a change, tl1e t,,·o mails 011 the bifurcated route to meet at 
Fort Smith, Arka11sas, right at tl1e line of the Indian Territory.1 4 

The O,·erland l\Iail route co,'ered 192 miles from 14.,ort Smith to 
Colbert's Ferry 011 llcd llivcr, tl1rougl1 tl1e Chocta,v and the Chicka­
sa,v 11atio11s. Tl1ere ,vere t,,·el,,e stage statio11s 011 tl1is l11dian Terri­
tory part of tl1e route after leavi11g Fort Smitl1: fiftce11 miles to 
lValker's (Skullyville or Old Cl1oeta,v i\ge11cy); sixteen 111iles south­
,vest to Tralieni's; ni11etee11 miles south,,·est to llollo1uay's at the 
head of the Narro,,·s, a pass bet,,·ec11 11orth side of Sa11 Bois l\lountai11 
and Brazil Creek; eigl1tee11 111ile-; so11tl1,,·est to Biddle's; sixtce11 1nilcs 
south,vest to P1isley's; se,·e11t.ce11 111iles south,,·est to Blackb1,ni 's; 
sixtee11 n1 i les sou th ,,·est to 11' acl,lell 's ; f if tee11 111 i les sou th ,vest to 
Geary's; sixtec11 111iles. so,1tl1,,·est to Boggy De1>ot ; se,·e11tee11 miles 
soutl1 to Nail's 011 Blue Ri,·er; fourtee11 11,iles soutl1 to F'isher' s (later 
Carriage Poi 11 t) ; tl1i rteen 111 iles SOll tl1 to Colbert 's Ferry .15 

Tl1e first 111ails ,,·ere mostly carried tJ1rough i11 Co11cord spri11g 
,,·ago11s ,,·J1ich co,1ld co11,·e11ie11tly carry four p~e11gers besides 500 
to 600 pounds of n1ail. Tl1is celerity ,,·ago11 ,,·a.~ co,·ercd ,,·itl1 a ca11vas 
top a11d side c11rtai11s, a11d l1ad tl1ree seats ,,·itl1 backs that could be 
let do,v11 to for111 a bed for 11igl1t travel. Tl1e roads soo11 irnproved 
witl1 bridges o,·er some of tl1e strea1ns a11cl sl1ort sectio11s of turn­
pike ,,·here 11eeded, a11d the regtalar Co11eord coacl1es ,vere used all 
alo11g tl1e li11e. Botl1 of tl1e~e Co11cord-111ade ,·el1icles ,,·ere dra,,·n 
by four-horse tea111s, ,,·itl1 additio11al l1orses pt1t 011 i11 a fe,v bad 
places on the road. Pas.~e11gcr fare ,,·a~ t,,•o hu11dred dollars one 
W&)", 11ot i11cluding 1•1eals ,,·l1icl1 cost fron1 seventy-five ce11ts to 
one dollar each, aceordi11g to tl1e dista11ee from settled regions. 
Each pas.iienger ,,·as allo,,·cd fort)· pol111cls of baggage ,vithout extra 
coat. Travel ,,•&q co11ti1111ous clay a11d 11igl1t over the total distance 
of 2,795 miles. J\ Califorr1ia 11e,,·s1>aper recon11nende<l the follo,,·i11g 
equipme11t for tl1e o,·erla11cl 1>asse11ger :18 

One Sharp's rtne and a hundred cartridges; a Col ta navy revolver and 
two pounds of balls: a knife and ebeatb; a pair of thick boots and woolen 
pan ta: a half dozen pairs of thick woolen eocka: six underablrta: three 
woolen overahlrte: a wide-awake bat; a cheap sack coat: a aoldler's over­
coat: one pair of blankets In summer and two In winter: a piece of India 
rubber clotb tor blankets: a pair of gauntlets: a email bag of needles, pine: 
a sponge, hair brush, comb, soap, etc .. In an oil silk bag; two pairs of 
thick drawers, and three or four towels. 

-----
... Ormeby, op. cit., p. 154. 
15 Wright. op. cit., p. 822. The roult- or the Butterfield Overland l\lail 11a1ea 

in Soutbeaalem Oklahoma along lhe old road from Fort Smith to Red River ia 
ahown on lhe map 1ha1 accompanies 1hi1 article (1957). Approximate routee of 
olher trail, in thie region are shown lo aid ae ill111tra1ion1, many of 1hem important 
in Oklahoma hi1tory. 

1• Halen, op. cil., pp. 96, 98. 



~ 

l I 
d 

,._ I 
• ¥ -

z u 

0 A 
(OAlC,A~ 

---

p 

ft: 
, ('. 

1/1 
f 

A t-o K .~-.. "-"'-, 

t\,••· --

I 

I 
I 

' I 

I 
I 

I 
---

, 

• • 

SHJ.1AT 
• • 

• 

~ 

• • . . 
• 

ed 

. . 

' ' I 

- -
I 

l 
A 4 A I 

' 

\.. 0 

I 

E l 
~ 

I 

I 
.-- t 

I 
I 
I 

--------
( 

• al. 

I. 
" ::, 
0 

I 
' 
I 

• a 

I 
6 , 
I 

Map sbo,ving Butterfield Overland Mail stage line through Oklaho·1na. Line organized 1857. Overland stages along this route, 1858-1861. 

• 



The Butter/i~ld Ooaland Mail On~ Hun4rtd Y~r, A10 61 

The o,,erland l\lail Compa11y had made all its arrangements and 
,,•a.c; ready to begin carrJ"i11g the mail 011 the contracted date, Sep• 
tember 16, 1858. The Pacific Railroacl that had been under con­
str11ction west from St. Lottis for se,·e11 years completed its track 
160 miles to Tipto11, l\lis.c;o11ri, i11 tl1e summer of 1858, ,,·hich gave the 
,,,estbottnd mail a11 ad,,a11tage of se,·eral l1ours by railroad. Tipton 
remained the head for all tl1e O,·erla11d stages in l\lis.4;011ri during 
t.he three years of the ser,·iee t.l1at sa,,. tl1e cle1>arl11re a11cl the arri,·al 
of the mails reg11larl)" t,,·ice ,,·eeklJ".1• 

Early on the mor11i11g of Thursday September 16, the first west­
bouncl mail ,,·as made tap bJ· the St. Lo,1is postmaster, in t,,·o small 
mailbags markecl '~ Per O,·erla11cl llail,'' and sent by tl1e mail wagon 
to the railroad clepot ,,·here l\lr .• Jolltt Butterfielcl personally took 
charge of them a11d boar<led tlte trai11 lea,,i11g for Tipton at 8 :00 a. m. 
The only one other pcn;o11 and eye,,·it11es.c; to tl1is historic event was 
Waterman L. Orn1sby, corresponde11t for tl1e New York Herald, who 
sa,,. th~e first mail bags made reacl~·. boarded the train at St. Louis 
,,·ith .l[r. B,1tterfielcl a11d conti1111ecl on t.he first ,,·estbo,1nd stage 
thro11gh to San Francisco. The t,,·o 1n~n arrived ,,·ith the mail at 
Tipton one mi1111te pa.c;t six o'clock p. n1. the same cl&)". 

A heaVJ", ne,v coach emblaioned ,,,ith the words over the side, 
~•Overland l\lail Compa11J· '' ,,·a.c; sta11cli11g at the Tipton depot, ,vith 
six horses all barnes.iied a11d hitched a11d ,Jol111 Butterfield, Jr. ready 
to n1011nt the box arid be off. Ormsb)' describes tlte scene in one or 
his fin;t reports of his journey p11blisl1ed in the Herald: 18 

The time occupied In eblttlng the baggage and paeaen1ere was just 
nine mlntea, at which time tbe cry or ••all aboard,'' and the merry crack of 
young John Butterfield's whip, denoted that we were otr. I took a note 
of the ''following dletlngulebed peraone present,'' ae worthy or a place 
In history: Mr. John Butterfield. president of the Overland )fall Com­
pany: John Butterfield, Jr., on the bo:a:: Judge Wheeler,•' lady, and two 
cblldren, ot Fort Smith: lfr. T. R. Corbin, of Washington: and lbe correa-
1,onde11t of the llerald. It ha,I l>C'e11 decl<INl to tflke no pa88enger but the 
laat named gentleman, on the first trip, but l\fr. Butterfield made an 
ezceptlon In favor of Judge Wheeler, agreeing to take blm to Fort Smith. 
where he himself Intended to go. You will perceive, therefore. that your 
correspondent was the only through passenger who started In the ftret 
overland coach to San Francisco, aa all the reel of the party dropped off 
by the time we reached Fort Smith. Not a ~beer waa raised aa the coach 
drove off, the only adieu being, •'Good bye, John,'' addreeeed to John, Jr., 
by one of the crowd. 

Travel contint1ed day ancl night, tile blast of the horn anno11ncing 
the approach to the stage stations. The stagecoach stopped only 

lT Ormahy, op. t:it,.. pp. 5-6. 
ll l6id., pp. 11-12. 
It The "Judtte Wheeler" menlioned here wa& John F. Wheeler, and 1he "lady," 

Mn. Wheeler wae a eieter or the noted wneral S1and Wa1ie or the Cherolc4!e Na­
tion. For a brief bioaraphy or John F. Wheeler, printer or 1he fint Indian new,. 
paper, TM Cherok~e PAoftu, eee Ap,e,ulis A. 



62 Claronicl~j oJ Oklalaoma 

long e11011gh to cl1a11ge teams qt1ickJ~, or, if it ,,·o." n1ealtime, to allow 
the passengers to snatch a hasty bite. Ormbsy ,,,rites again :10 

Then, the music or the forest, tho moonlight struggling through the 
treea, the easy motion of the vehicle moving as It. rocked to and fro on 
the roug& road, llke a vessel moving on the sea, all tended to make one 
thoughtful ot the lmpreeelveneae of tho occaelon. Young Jobn enlivened 
the road with hla eagerness to get on and to make good time, and evinced 
the greatest anxiety that no accident should happen to Interfere ,vlth the 
safe carriage of the mall. There seemed to be a sort of catching enthu­
siasm about the whole trip, which ezclted more Interest-I know for 
myself-than I ever auppoeed could be muatered out of the bare fact of 
a common coach travelling over a common road, with a common mall ba1 
and a few common people Inside. But the occasion made them all un­
common, and I soon got ao that I would wllllngly go without my dinner 
for the privilege of helping along that mall a quarter of an hour. 

Arrival at Spri11gfield, l\lissouri, ,,·as at 3 :15 p. m., Friday, 
Septem her 17. The blo,ving of the l1orn as tl1e stagecoach approached 
had cattsed exciten1e11t in the to,,·n. A cro,vd gathered to see the 
first overland mail, a11d to co11gratulate l\lr. Bt1tterfield and John, 
Jr. A salt1te of gttns ,,·as firecl. Tl1e 143.mile trip from Tipton to 
Springfielcl l1ncl 11e,·er before been made in s11cl1 quick time. There 
,,·as a forty.fi,·e 1ninute stop at Spri11gfield ,,·l1ile the 1nail and 
baggage and pa.~e11gers ,,·ere cl1a11ged from tlie stagecoacl1 to a 
Concord ''celerity•' ,,,agon. 

Travel 11ight and day again past four statio11s before reaching 
tl1e .Arkansa.-; li11e, the rt1gged 01.ark hills, Fayetteville, and then 
Fort Smith after cros.c;i11g the Arka11!,8.S River on a raft at Van 
Buren. The mail a11d 1>as.<;c11gers from Tipton reac11ed Fort Smith at 
five minutes past t,,·o o'clock in t.he morni11g. There ,va.c; mueh 
excitement a., tl1e coacl1 dro,,e up to tl1e City Hotel ,,·here the mail 
from )[empl1is had arri,·ed 011ly fifteen n1i1111tes earlier. Ormsby 
reports '' Horns ,vere blo,,·11, hot1ses ,,·ere lit 11p, a11d many flocked 
to the l1otel to ha,·e a look at tl1e ,,·agons and talk o,'er the exciting 
topic, and l1ave a peep at tJ1e first mail bags. Tl1e general interest 
,vas contagious .... ,, even tl1is early in the morning. One hour 
and t,t'e11ty-five minutes \\'ere ttscd in joining tl1c t,'°o mails from 
Memphis and St. Louis, examini11g and arranging the way mailct and 
the way bill and changi11g stages. The11 exactly at half past three 
o'clock in the morning on Sunday, September 19, 1858, the first 
,,·estbound stage left Fort Smith, exactly t,,,enty-four hours ahead 
of the time table scl1edule, gai11ed in the first 468 miles of the 
journey. There \\"ere only three persons on the stage leavi11g Fort 
Smith, l\fr. Orm$by of tl1e It' ew ·York H crald, l\[r. Fox the mail agent 
and the dri,,er (Mr. l\lcD01111ell T) .11 The Chocta,v line ,,·as crossed, 
tl1e Poteau ,va.c; forded and they ,,·ere in the l11dian Territory on 
tl1e ,,·ay to Colbert's Ferry. 

to Ormaby, op. cit., pp. 16-17. 
ll J 6id., p. 25. 
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Or111sby ,vrappcd up in blankets and stretched out on the seats 
took l1is first 01>portu11ity in three da)'s to get some sleep though be 
~ys tl1at it took hi1n '' some time to get accustomed to the jolting over 
tl1e ro11gl1 roncl, tl1e rocks a11d the log bridges.'' The stage arrived at 
Skullyville abo11t da~·ligl1t, a11d stopped at Go,·er11or Tandy Walker's 
l1011se, the statio11 for eha11ging horses. This \\·as the old Chocta,v 
.r\ge11cy (b11ilt 1832) ,,·l1ere Ta11<ly ,vatker, ,,·ho recently had taken 
o,·er the office of Go,·er11or of the Chocta,v Nation, made l1is home. 
Or111sby 11otes t.l1at tl1e Go,•er11or ,,·as of l11dian blood btlt looked like 
'' a f 11ll-bl00<lcd ,,·bite ma 11. He l1ad a ,•ery comfortable house, o,vned 
a farm of se,'eral l11111dred acres a11d, also, se,'eral hundred head of 
<•attle.22 111 perso11al a1>peara11ce J,e looks like a ,,·ell-to-do farmer. 
011 this oceasio11 lie ca111e out in l1is shirt sleeves and helped hitch 
tip the l1orses. He has co11siderable i11fluenee over the Nation, and is 
fa,·orably disposed to,vard the Overland llail Company.'' 

Traher11 's, Hollo,,·ay 's and Riddle's stations were passed during 
tl1e day 011 Su11day ,,·ith breakra.,t a11d dinner on this first west­
bot111d stage, take11 from a ba.qket-ccold ham, cakes, crackers, cheese 
a11<l the •' needf11l to ,,·a.c;J1 it do,vn' '-placed in the ,,·agon through 
tl1e kind11ess of l\·lr. Butterfield at Fort Smith. Orm:;by has left 
deseriptio11s of the cou11t~" a11d tl1e sce11es after leaving Skullyville: 
rich, black ln11d ,vitl1 gr~ a11d verdure gro,,•n or burned over; many 
Cl1octa,,·s drivi11g large herds of cattle; Texas emigrants in their 
eo,·ered ,,·ago11s • • co11tai11ing t l1eir families and all their ,vorldly 
possessions''; a11d smootl1er roacls on open, rolling prairies where 
the India11 ball gro11nds a11d their tall posts "'ere sometimes seen. 

At Pusley 's late i11 the eveni11g ,vhile the horses ,,,ere being 
cl1anged, Or1nsby traded an Indian boy a paper of tobacco for enough 
,,·ater to ,,·ash J1is face; he put ou a blue flannel shirt a11d considered 
11 i n1sel f ' 'pret l)" ,,·t 11 on his ,,·ay'' out ,vest. A sple11did team of four 
horses ,,·as taken at Puslcy 's, a11d the stage ,vas soon spinning away 
again over the rolling prairie. The11 came a patch of ,,·oods and 
rottgh, ,,·inding road ,vhere the ''dri,•er's ambition to make good 

!I Mr. Ormeby in error refen 10 Governor Walker a, '1Willi1m Walker." GoT• 
emor Tandy Walker of the Choe.law Nation wu eervin1 in hie ofRcial position 
under a new cons1i1u1ion of the Nation adopted in 1856 at Skullyville that made 
eomc draetic chan1e. in the Choctaw cons1i1ution, one of which provided tl1a1 the 
ezecutive of the Nation ehould be titled ''Governor., inet~ad of ''Chief.'' The 
proponent, of the new conetitution favored the admiNion of the Choctaw Nation 
u a elate, which wu bilterly opposed by a majorit)" of the Choctaws. The SkullJ• 
ville Constitu1ion was in effect unlil 1860 when a new coetitution wu adopted at 
Doabville. Thie prowidcd the title of ''Principal Chier• for the chief esecutive.. 
and remained in effect until the close of the Cl1oc1aw 1overnn1ent in 1907 when 
Oklahoma was admitted a, the 46th Stale. Tandy Walker wu a man of liberal 
and pro1Teai\·e views and di11in1uiehed l1imself aa a military leader in the Ch4K·taw 
Nation during the War between the Stale:e, eening •• Colonel of the Finl ChocJaw 
and Chickataw Regiment in tl1e Confederate Slates Anny. He died at hie home 
in Skullyville on February 2, 1877. 
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time overcame his ca11tion, and a,,·ay they ,,·e11t '' bounding over 
the sto11es at a fearful rate'' ::3 

The moon shone brightly. but Its llgbt was obstructed by the treee, 
and the driver bad to rely much on bis knowledge for a guide. To see tbe 
heavy mall wagon whizzing and whirling over the Jagged rock, through 
aucb a labyrinth, In comparative darkness. and feel oneself bouncing­
now on the bard seat. no11i· against the roof. and now against the aide or 
the wagon-was no Joke, I assure you, though I can truthfully say that 
I rather liked the escltement of the thing. But It waa too dangerous to 
be continued without accident, and aoon two heavy thumps and a bound 
of the wagon that unseated ua all, and a crashing aound, denoted that 
something bad broken. 

One of the seats ,va.c; fou11d broken, a11cl at the next statio11.­
Blackbt1r11 's it ,,·a.'i cliseo,·ered that tl1e ,,·agon tongue ,,,as split, 
the ,,•onder being that tl1e station ,,·u e,,er reached witl1out a bad 
wreck. It took more t.imc tinder a light in the dark to mend the 
damaged ton,n1e than the •• ambit.iO\lS driver'' had saved. 

A dri,,e of t,,·o ho\1rs bro11,rht the mail ,vagon throt1gh the ••beau­
tift1lly clear a11d bri,rht ,, 11ight to ,vaddell 's "·here Ormsby was 
wakened from sleep i11 l1is bla11ket..c;, ••by a familiar ,,oice saying 
'Git up there, old hos.c;,' ancl f oun<1 it ,vas the dri,,er hitching up a 
new team.'' Bad roads mea11t a slo,v drive to Geary's on North 
Boggy Creek. 

It wa.~ still clark before clay ,,·he11 the sta,-?e cros.~ed Clear Boggy 
and reached Boggy Depot, the ,,·ell kno,,·n village where there were 
se,,eral painte<l l1ot1ses a11cl stores along the street that led to the 
stage station at tl1e 011.)" Hotel. Tl1e 11ext stop ,,·&-~ Nail's, or '' Blue 
Ri,,er Station,'' ,,·here a l1ea,-~,. briclge ,,·a.c; b11ildi11g 11ear t.he cross­
ing on Blue, for the Overla11cl llail Contpan.)'. Here 11early seven­
teen h1111dred mil<'S fro111 Ne,,· York overla11cl, the tra,•eling corres­
pondent sa,v a reee11t cop)" of his 11' eekly H crald.t 4 

Another tl1rec-hot1r clri,·e pa.~t Fisher's Stan<l brot1ght the first 
,,·estbound mail to Colbert's Ferry on l\londa~", September 20, 1858, 
at ten minutes to ten o'clock in tlte morni11g, tl1irty-four hours ahead 
of time. This ad,,ance of over a day and a l1alf i11 the schedule meant 
that there ,vas none,,, tea1n ready to carry on tl1e mail. While givin~ 
the horses a brief rest, a goo<l dinner i11cl11ding rare dishes of ••s,1gar, 
butter and pastry'' wa.c; ser,'e<l the travelers at the home of Mr. 
Colbert. He l\"&S of the ,veil k110,,,n Chickasa,,, family of Colberts, 
and had owned and operated the ferry at tl1is place on Red River for 
five yearR. He is described a.~ a )"Ot111g ma11 of abotat thirty,'' very 
jovial and friendly,'' and f ttrther :25 

13 Ormehy, op. cit., p. 31. 
M /1,i.d., p. 33. See, aleo. ~luriel II. Wri,:ht, ''Old BoJgy Depot;' Chroni~ltl 

o/ 0/daAoma, Vol. V, No. 1 (llarch, 1927). 
25 O,,,.,by, op. cit., p. 34. 
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Mr. Colbert evinces aome enterprise In carrying the etagea of the 
company acroea bla ferry rree of charge In consideration of the Increased 
travel which It will bring hie way. He also atlpulatee to keep the neighbor• 
tng roada In ezcellent order, and baa already done much towards It. He 
has a large gang of slaves at work on the banks of the river, cutting away 
the sand, so ae to make tbe ascent easy. Hie boat le simply a sort of raft, 
puebed acroaa the ehallow stream by the aid of poles In the hands of eturd:, 
slaves. The fare tor a four-horse team le a dollar and a quarter, and the 
net revenue of the ferry about $1,000 per annum. 

Tl1e Red Ri,,er ,,·as ferrie<l i11 011e of llr. Colbert's boats to the 
Texas side where he also kept up part of tl1e road 011 tl1e ,vay to 
Sherman described by the II eral,l correspondent as '• a plcasa11t little 
,·illage of abot1t six ht1ndred i11l1abita11lc; .... noted for its enterpris­
i11g citize11s'' :28 

We found Mr. Bates. the superintendent of this part of the line. ready 
with a team of mules to carry the mall on without a moment's delay. As 
aoon 88 we drove up. our teams were unbltebed and new one•e put In their 
places at ebort notice. But Mr. Bates objected to a heavy load or ammunl• 
lion which was In our wagon, ae too much or an lncumbrance for the mall, 
and In a twinkling another wagon was rolled out and we were started on 
our way.'' 

The stage left Shern1a11 t,ve11ty n1i11utes to five p. nt., 011 l\londay, 
September 20, 1858, a dista11ee of 673 miles front St. Louis, and 
thirty-one hours and fifty mi11t1tes al1ead of time. TJ1e 2.122 miles 
from Sherman to San Francisco ,,·ere by ,,·ay of old Fort Belknap, 
Fort Chadbourne, G11adalupe Pass a11d El J>aso, TexLc;; Fort Fill­
more, Ne,, .. llexico; Tucson and l\laricopa Wells, A ri1.011a ; Fort Yuma 
and Los Angeles, California. 

A Concord coacl1 at tl1e o,,erla11d llail station i11 Los Angeles 
took up the mail bags and ,, .. ith fine teams making as rnt1ch a.~ twel,•e 
miles an hottr on some stretches reacl1cd San Francisco 011 Sttnday 
morning, October 10, 1858, ,vhich llr. Ormsh:)" reported triumphantly 
to the Ne 10 Y or,e II erald as t lie corresponde11 t. ,v 110 • • had kept his 
promise a11d go11e thro,1gl1 "·ith the first mail-tl1e sole passenger 
and t.he only one ,vho hacl c,·,r made the trip across the plains in 
les.c; than fifty da)~,' :17 

Ae we neared the city [San Francisco) we met milkmen and pleasure 
seekers taking their morning rides, looking on with wonderment 88 we 
rattled along at a tearing pace. 

Soon we struck the pavements. and, with whip, crack. and bound, ehot 
through the etreete to our destination, to the great conalderaUon of every­
thing In the way and no little surprise of everybody. Swiftly we whirled 
up one street and down another, and round the corners, until finally we 
drew up at the stage office In front of the Plaza. our driver giving a shrill 
blaet of bla horn and a nourish of triumph for the arrival of the first over­
land mall In San Franclaco from St. Louie. But our work was not yet done. 
The malla must be delivered, and In a Jiffy we "·ere at the post office 
door. blowing the born. bowling and ehoutlng for somebody to come and 
take the overland mall. 

It/ l,id., p. 36. 
ff Ibid., p. 129. 
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I thougbt nobody waa ever going to come the minutes eeemed daye11--­
but the delay made It even time, and as the man took the mall bags from 
the coacb, at bait-put seven A. M. on Sunday, October 10, It wu joet 
twent:,-tbree days, twenty-three hours and a bait from the Ume that 
J obn Butterfield, the president of tbe company, took the bags aa the care 
moved from St. Louie at 8 A. M. on Tburada:,, 16th of September, 1868. 

In the mea11time, )Ir. John Bt1tterfield who had left the west­
bound mail at Fort Smith sa,v the arrival of the eastbound mail at 
St. Louis, 011 October 10, an occa.c;ion of great public rejoicing. Be 
l\"&S elated ,,·ith the success, and telegraphed the President of the 
United States: '' The overland mail arrived today at St. Louis from 
San Francisco in twenty-three days and four hours. The stage 
brought through six passengers. ••u 

President Bucha11a11 made reply: ,. I cordially congratulate you 
upon the result. It is a glorious triumph for civilization and the 
Union. Settlements ,,,ill soon follo,v the course of the road, and the 
East and West will be bou11d together by a chain of living Americans 
,,·hich can never be broken.'' 

In the Indian Territory, the month of October, 1858, saw the 
meeting of the Chickasaw Legislature at Tishomingo, the capital of 
the Chickasa,v Nation, with Cyrus Harris as Governor, during ,vhich 
a legislative act on October 19 authorized B. F. Colbert to keep up 
a ferry across Red River at his residence for the '' accommodation 
of travelers, emigrants and dro,·ers,'' and to fence in the landing at 
the ferry on the Chickasaw side of the river with a good rail fence, 
and put up a ferry gate. He was required to keep good boats and 
trusty and efficient boatme11 for the accommodation of travelers at 
all times, and to give a $500 bond for the faithful performance of 
these re<1uirements. Mr. Colbert maintained the ferry for many 
years." 

18 Hafen. op. cit., p. 95. One of the ei:1 p111en1ere. ~fr. C. Bailey. epecial 
a1ent of the Post Ofnec Department wu the only through paaen1er from San 
Francisco. the olhen bein1 part "way." On October 13, l\lr. Butterfield waa in 
Fort Smith when the eecond a1a1e from San Francieco arrived-the fint one east• 
bound car1 yi1Jg mail (or both Fon Smith and Memphis. This wae the occasion 
of a great celebration at Fort Smi\11, with llr. Butterfield riding in one of hie 
coaches drawn by four fine hona in a big parade, followed by a banquet and 
ball that evening. The details of thia grand celebration are given by Conklin1, 
op. dL, Vol. I, pp. 221-4.). 

• Benjamin Franklin Colbert, born in 1828 near Horn Lake, l\liuissippi, wu 
the eon or Chickua.., parents, Martin Colbert and hie wire, Sallie (Gunn) Col­
bert. He came at the aae of eizteen to the Indian Territory and made hit home 
near the present Colbert, Oklahoma. At thie time hie mother had married Je•1,: 
Albenon, a very prominent Chickaeaw ·leader who was strongly in favor of educa­
tion and prog:C38 in the Nation. The Albenon home built in 1844 ie 11ill etand­
ing about a mile from pre:eent Colbert, now known ae the Collins place. having been 
the home of l\fn. Sallie (Potts) Colline who wae a niece of Mn. Sallie Alberson. 
A DOie OD B. F. Colbert giving • brief hietory or hit lire it found in Nola and 
Documenta of thie number of TA~ Claroni~l~s. ltfr. Colbert died on March 11, 18931 

and wu buried near hie residence in the family cemetery where a handaome granite 
monument mark, hi.a &nYe. 
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The reg,1lar sessio11 of the Chocta,,· General Cottncil slso held 
its rcgt1lar ses.,ion in October at Boggy Depot, the capital of the 
Choctaw Nation, ,,·ith Tandy Walker as Go,·ernor, when special 
legislative act.-; ,,·ere passed a11d appro,·cd, providing for improve. 
r11e11ts on the public road from Fort Smith through the Natio11 and 
:?ra11t.i11g tollgate pri,,ileges for b11ildi11g a11d maintaining such im-
1>ro,•ements. Some of tl1is ,vork l1ad already been done d11ring the 
s111n1ner ,111clo11btedly tl1ro,1gh arra11ge1ne11t.., by the Butterfield 
age11t.~. TJ1ere ,vere six of tl1ese acts granti11g to certai11 citizens tl1e 
1>rivilege of 111aking improvements on tl1e road and of operating 
tollgates :30 Wa.c;l1ingto11 l\lcDaniel a11d Cl1arles M. James, a bridge 
a11d tollgate 11ear tl1eir residence on Brazil Creek, abo11t t,vel,·e miles 
so,1th,,·est of Skully,·ille; William I-lollo,,·ay, a tumpike and tollgate 
at ' • The N arro,vs'' j ,1st ,,·est of his place of residence 11ear tipper 
Brazil Creek, (Hollo,,·ay's Station); Captai11 John Riddle, a bridge 
a11cl tollgate 011 Fourche l\lali11e Stream, 11ear l1is reside11ce (Riddle's 
Statio11) ; A. W. Gear.}·, a bridge a11d tollgate on North (Little) 
Boggy, (Geary's Statio11); James D. Da,,is, a brid,re and toll~te 
011 lfttddy (Middle) Boggy, abotit fi,·e miles sottth of Geary's; the 
lt<'iMi of tl1e late William G,,y, a bridge a11d tollgate at tl1cir mill 
(>11 Cl<'ar Bom' Ri,·er, abot1t a 111ile ea..~t of Boggy Depot ,,·here they 
n1ai11tai11~cl the O, .. erla11d Stage statio11. A ~·ear later t.he Chocta,v 
Cot1ncil also pas.~d an act granting Sila.c; Pt1sley the privilege of 
erecting a bridge a11d operating a tollgate 011 Gaines Creek, near his 
t>lace of reside11ee ( Pusley 's Station). 31 Tl1e rates of toll ,,·ere the 
same i11 eael1 of these acts, as gra11ted by the Choctaw Council: 

1-'c>r eac-11 r,,,1r-,,·beeled ,,·as;on, or other ~ehlcle, dra,,·n by tour or more 
l1orses. u1,1les, or oxen "·Ith <lrl,·er. the s11m of Flft11 cc,1111; For each four• 
,,·J1('ele<I ,,·n~on, ,,r c,ther ,·ehlc•le. <lra,,·n by 011e or t,,·o hc•rses. m11lea or n::1en 
,,·ltl1 <lrl,·er, the e11m of T,r.e,1l11•/lt1e cenl•; li'"or each n,an encl bo111e, the a11m 
of Trn ce,,la: an<l for eoel1 nnlmal In every dro'l'e of l"Rttle. horses, m11les. 
110,re, or shP.ep. One cent. 

Tl1is road from Fort Sn1ith to Colbert's Ferry ,vas noted in the 
lndia11 Territory, and in 11se 11ntil shortly before Oklal1oma became a 
state in 1907. It had its beginning along a11 old Indian trail south­
,,·est out of 14,ort Smith when that post ,,·a.~ established near the 
n101.1th of Poteatt River on the Arkansa.c;, in 1817. The part from 
Fort Smith to Boggy Depot ,,·a.c; marked ot1t and ,vorked in places 
in 1837, for the immigrating Chiekasa,,•s during their removal to 
t.he Indian Territory ,,·he11 on their \\"&y to their new agency and a 

30 Act...~ and Raolu1ion.s o/ the Gtneral Council o/ 1/ae Choctaw Nation. 1858, 
publiehcd by authority or the General Council, by Josephua Dotson, printer for 1l1e 
Nation (Fort Smith, Ark .• 1859). 

31 Acts and Rtsolulions of 1/ae General Coun~il o/ 1/rt Clroc1a,u Nation, 1859. 
tubli!lhed by authorliy or the General Council. and printed l,y Tl,e Times offace, 
Fort Smith, Ark. TAe Times printing orfice was owned by John F. Wheeler (See 
Apperulis ..4). 

The Butterfield l\lail 11ation1 rrom Fort Smith to Colben·s Ferry are li1ted 
with their location• in Oklahoma in Appmdu B. 
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trader's store at the ''Depot 011 the Boggy.'' Near Geary's place on 
North Boggy, the roacl con,·erged ,,·itlt t11e Texa..ca Road, over wbieh 
1na11y emigrants from .llissouri a11d fart.lier north traveled on their 
,,·ay to sett.leme11t i11 Texas. Bttt tl1e road to Fort Smith, the whole 
ro11te through tl1e l11<lia11 Territory o,·er ,,·hicb the Butterfield 
stages ran, ,,·as tl1e most important in the development and settle. 
i11 Oklahon1a. After the War betwee11 the States, other la,,·s of the 
c·!11octa,v Council pro,·ide<l for the b11ildi11g of bridges and turnpikes, 
t.l1e operatio11 of tollgates a11d the establishme11t of stage stands, 
some of the old B11tterfielcl statio11s conti11uing in operation. 

It ,vas the B11tterfitld Overla11d llail stages that made t.he old 
road from Fort Smit.It to Colbert's Ferry famous in the history of 
this co1111tr:-~. Tl1e O,·erla11cl Mail Co111pa11y co11tinued delivery of 
tl1e mails from St. I,011is to Sa11 Fra11cisco, back and forth t,vie,. 
,,·eekl)· ,111til .J,111e !lO, 1861, ,vl1e11 the outbreak of the War bet,veen 
t.11<' States r~mo,·c<l tl1e line fro1n ti,~ ro11t<» o,·er ,vl1ich it had operated 
~ regt1larl)· a11d so ,,·ell. 
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JOIIN F. \V111ELEN, lt,IRST PRINTER TO USE TUE 8EQUOYA11 TYPE 
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John i"oater \Vbeeler arrl\"ed from Kentucky ut ~e,,· Echuta, capital 
of the Cherokee ~atlun, 1n Georgia, on l>e<.-ember 2i, 1827. As the bead 
1,rluter tor the Cherokee printing preu established by the lleverend Saro11el 
A. \Vortt.Ster, he learned the use uf the ~Uo)·ob al1>habet and set the ~-o••••••WI lo thl.8 l)'l>e 1u the Cherokee for the first number ot the Cherokee 
l'hoeniz J>ubllsl•ed 011 1-·ebruary 21, 1828. Ue n1orrled ~11011le, eldest daughter 
of Cbrb41BII 1,a,·ld \\"otle (or 04)\\"0tle) lllld ~WU11•11oh lleese \Valle, BIid 
el11ter ot ~ta•1d \\~atle aud .Elloa Doudl11ot (lluck \\"otle). He mo,·ed weat 
111 183-1, ittotlug to the l11dlan Agent thot be ,,·oa, ••ml11ded to e~tobllsbl11g o 
1>rlutlng 1>retw In Arkansas.." Ue ,,·as ,,·1th tbe tlr11t 1>rla1tlng 1>rell& In Okla• 
b1,m11 set u1, at old t:111011 llltt.t1ion ,,·here 1,e ,,·a•s tl1e 1>rluter of the flrat 
book prluted 111 Oklahowu, o Creek 1>rlwer, 7'hc l"hild"1 /look by the lte,·erend 
Jobo }"lemmlug, l>UbllHhed Ill 183G. Ue WtJ\"ed \\"Ith the 1,ress to Jtark 11111 
,,·bere It became noted Od tbe J->ark 1·1111 l'ress. )Ir. \Vl1eeler ,,·11s the 1,rl11ter 
uf tboU11&1t1ds of JNlle8 ••f lJlble tra,oailatlo11tt, tracts and 10,,·11 In the lndla11 
languages, and of many book.fl 111 the Cherokee a11d the Cboet11,,·, l11cludl11g: 
The Claocla,o /leader (by Alfred \\'right and C) 0 rU8 llyl11cton, missionaries, 
ll«30) ; (,,"herokcc Al,,aanac, 1~: (,'hacla1D .-11,,aa,,uc, 1837 u11d 1838: Choclaae 
.-trllhn1ellc, 184G. 

John }". \Vbeeler Biped the Cberukec 1'reuty of 18-16, at \\'aebl11gton, 
as a ,,·lllleaw for the Cherokees aligned ,,·ltb the 'l'reoty l'orty of old 
llldge !•arty, of ,,·blcb bis brotber•ln•la,,·, Stand \\•atle, ,,·as the ackno,,·ledged 
lender. It ,,·a8 1,robabl>· for hl.8 ,,·ork ,,·Ith the Cb(?rokee delegatl(>D at \Vaab• 
lnpoo, or some slmlllar 1,olfltloo In the Cl1erokee ~ntlo11 that be ,,·aa often 
referred to as ••Judge \Vbeeler.'' 

He mo,·ed to l-"ort Smith lo J.o·ebruar)·, 18-17, \\"here be ,,·as ,,·ell k110,,·11 
aa the founder aud 1>ubll.8ber ••f the llcrald, first Issued 111 June, 1847. l·le 
brought the tlrst Hue cyll11der l>re88 to •·ort Smith for the 1>ubllcatloo of 
bis new pa1,er the 7'fnac,, the tint Issue a1>1>eorlnr In January, 1MB. The 
follo,vlng ue,,·s Item a1>1.eared In the 1-"urt S111ltb 'l'i111c:a t,,r Ju11e 30, 185tl, 
reportloc J>re1,aratlons wude b)• Jobo Ilutt.erfleld"a wen fur the great contract 
,,t carrying the U. S. walls to 8811 }'roucl&"O: 

··.MeSBn. Glo,·er aod Batei,, su1>erl11teudeoti:t for the Overl11ud .Mall 
Company. started t,,·o ,vago11e a11d tcawa a11d eighteen wen tor their respectl,·e 
dl,·htluna on llonday e,·e11lng. All soon us the ••J..ody \\·e1to11'' (atcawboot up 
tbe Arkan•sJ ,,·blcb le ex1ieeted e,·ery mou1ent. arrt,·es, they ,,·Ill follo,v 011, 
taklu1 ""ltb thew totar <.-oacbes, 1.,,·entr we11 ond t,,·e11ty wt1les. \Vlth the 
mo,·ementa ot ll11ttertleld & Cou11>a11.)· before tilt, ,,·bo ,,·111 doubt the determl11a• 
tloo of that coo11,any to 1>ertorn1 tbelr eo11tract, 011d thot, true to time. Success 
t•• Messrs. Butterfield & Cou11,1111)•.'' 

Jobo t"oater \\'heeler died 11t tl1e age ,,f eighty yeure <>n llnreb 10, 1880. 
A11 obituary \\·rltte•• by bis frle1i,1, J. \\'. \Vea,·er, ,,·ell kno,vn pioneer and 
11e,,·a1ta1-.er mn11 ,,·ltl1 the J,"orl 8111ill1 1-;1ca:alor, state<l tl1at ••c,,1. Jol111 F. 
\Vbeeler'' ,,·as editor of the /11dcpc,1denl at }"ort Smith ot the tln,e of bis 
death, adding, ••we ba,·e tolle<I early and late, ,,·e 110,·e ,,·c,rked baud 111 
band and shoulder to shoulder ,,·Ith l1lm tor )·ears l11 the labor and duties 
of printer, \\"blcb bas resulted 111 estobllshl11g c•11e ,,f tl1e best oe,,·s1,apers In 
tble section of tbe state.'' 

A gre&tltf&11dsoo of Jol111 }". '\'heeler ls llr. l\"'l1eeler llayo. the \\"ell 
k110,,·o editor a11d 1,ubllaber ,,t the Scq11011al, Counlt1 Ti,,1ea at Salllsa,,·. Tbe 
1rand1)8re11ta of :Yr. lfayo ,,·ere \VIII \Vatle \'fbeeler a,1,1 E1un1a Car11all 
\Vbeeler ,,·bo ,,·oe a dotlJthter ••f Jol111 C. Car11ell. tl1e 1•ubllsber c>f the 
Hlcvalor at 1'"ort S111ltl1. Mr. ll11yo sa3·e tl,ot ,,·l)e11 l1le ,:ra11d1,are11ta ,,·ere 
married, the t,,·o ,,Id ne,,·spaper families ''ffto1>1»e<l their feuding•• and Joined 
In the publication of the Blet:alor. 
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The .-t,11erlcan Ncw1paper Dlreclo'11, 1880 (Geo. 1,. llo\vell & Co.) ehowa 
ll'hceler'• lndcpendc,11 1,ubllshed at 1''ort Smith on l\'edoesdays. eatabllehed 
1871. Job11 Jl'. \\'heeler & Son, editors 11nd 1>ubllshers ~ and BlCt>alor published 
at 1-'ort Smith on Jl'rldays. established 1878, Johu Carnall and C. H. ,vheeler, 
editors and 1>ubll8bera. 

-11. B. W. 

APPENDIX B 

The tollo\\"lng list gl,·es the locations of the Butterfield o,·erlond Mall 
stuUoua aloug the old road trow 1''ort ~mlth to Colbert's i•erry. lu Oklohowll. 
'J'he names uf the official stage etaUoua are gl\·eo In ltullc. The 104:atlone of 
the Brazil Creek bridge (McVaulel aod James) and the MuddJ Boggy bridge 
(Jim Va\•lff) are also listed •ln<.-e the lm1>roveweots here ,,·ere built and 
maintained wider tollgate privileges at Important places. by the authorization 
of the Cboeta,.,. General Council, a11d ,,·ere kno,,·n tor won1 yeara on the 
old stuge llue road though they ,vere uot oUlclal Butterfield stands. 

1. 11~alker·• s1a,1on ( Sec. 18, T. D N., It. 20 E.), Leli,lore Couut7, about 
l ~~ wiles northeast of 1,resent ~1,lro ,,·here a 1>lle ot chimney stones 
u1arkl11g the location of the house ( burned a fe,,· yeara ago) oud tbe 
old Cbocta,,· Agency S1>rlog nearby mo7 be seen. 
llcUoolel 011d Jawes (Sec. 27, T. 8 N., It. 2-& E.) bridge and tollgate 
ou Brazil Creek, Le}"lore County, near 1,re.sent Brazil. 

2. 1'ralac:r,,•, s1a,10,, (Sec. 2, T. 8 N., It. 24 E.) ot J.ath11m, Lel-~lore 
Ct•uoty, \\'here Judge Jomea N. Trahern'& gra\·e may be eeeo south aide 
of the ruad a11d old •·eouncll llouse'' s1>rlog about 200 yards north. 

3. J/ollo1ea111'1 Slallon (Sec. 24, T. 0 N., It. 21 E.), turnpike and tollgate 
ot east e11d of 'J'be Norro,,·11 about 3 wiles uortbeattt (by 1,resent road) 
ut lted Oak, J.,atln1er County. ,,·bere l>Drt of the old turo1>lke Ja clearly 
a,eeo. ~'l,·e wiles east of llollo,,·o)•"s ,,·as Ed,,·ard's Store (Sec. 23, T. 8 N., 
It. 21 E.) ,,·here meals ,,·ere ser,·ed to o,·erla11d Moll 1>aaseqgera 800D 
after the eatabllsbment of the Htage line. The hnuse, log cabin type, la 
the ouly one of the original Butterfield o,·erlond Mall stops still staDd• 
lug In Okloboma . 

.-. lllddlca Slallon ( Sec. 12, T. 5 N., ft. 10 lV.), 1 % miles east of \VllburtoD 
c,u tl1e sectloo ll11e road at Lutle, ott U. S. # :r.o. Riddle Cemeter7 le 
Juat east of the creek erosslug near the site of the stotlon ond south of 
Lutle. Latimer County. 

G. 1•u,1e,•a Blalio,a (Secs. 24--55, T. -I N .• R. 17 ,,·.) about 8 miles eoothweat 
of l·llgglus, J..atlmer Cou11t3·, wuth sl,le c,f Gaines Creek ,,·Ith Pusley 
Creek to the \\"CHt. Slte l11dlcoted by 1>lle of <·blm11ey stones ,,·est of an old 
log l1ottse, abo11t % mlle south,,·e11t of Gal11ea Creek crosalng. 

6. lllacA·b,,rn'a Slallo,, (Sec8. 4-5, T. 2 N., n. 15 \V.) near preaent rock 
schoolhouse. 1•1ttsburg Cou11ty. 011,I 11orth of old rood ,,·Ith Elm Creek 
short dlatauce nortb. 

7. 11:-addcll'• Slalfo,a ( Sec&. D-10, T. I N., It. 13 \V.) about 8 miles soutb­
\\·eat l•f lVeitle)•, Atoka County, locution locally k110\\"n as old Beale 
t>la,-e, the old log l1ouse l1ere sold to ha,·e been ()art of the etntloo. 

8. Geary's Station (Sec. 10. T. l ~ .. ll. 12 E.) about 2½ miles aouth9,•eat 
of Strlogto,,·u, Atoka Count>·, on east elde of Nortb Boggy Creek. 
Jim Davie bridge c,11 lluddy (or lll<l<lle) Doggy Creek (S. 11. T. 28., 
R. 11 E.) a1,1>ro:rln1ated the present brl<lge on U. S. # 09-15 at the 
north side of Atoka, Atoka Cou11ty. 

0. /1011011 Depot ( Sec. 1, T. 3 S., R. D 14:.) 11hout 4 01lles south of present 
brl<lge 01, Clear lloggy 10 miles \\·est of Atoka, Atoka County, State 
# 7 to Wapanucka. The Old Doggy De1,ot cemetery Is about ½ mile 
,,·eat of the site of the old to,,·o. 1,11e of chimney stones marks site of the 



old \\'rl1bt residence (recentl7 burned) on the ,,·eat side of to,vn, and 
about 800 yards ,,·est ot the Guy llotel site. Traces of the Overland Mall 
route clearly seeu bere along ,,·bot ,,·oe n1aln street of Dogu Depot. eaet 
to l\"e&t, turning soulh at tbe hotel site marked by two plies of eblmney 
atones. ,,·ltb large oak treea to north In ,,·bat ""as once the hotel yard. 

10. l"afl'• or ••Blue River Blallon'' (Sees. 7-8. T. 6 S., n. 0 E. ) on east side 
of lllue River, about 2 miles south,,·est of Kenetlek In Bryan Count7. 
The croealng here on Blue la shallo,,· ,,·ater, about 300 yards ""est 
of the Nall residence (burned) marked by 1>lle ot eblmney etonea. Near 
this site la the burial ground ,,·here a handsome monument marks the 
gra,·e of J. II. Nall (died 1807), a prominent Cbocta,v citizen ,,·h•> 
01>erated the O,·erland Mall station or ''Blue River Station,•• best known 
ID local bletor7 88 ·•Nail's Crossing.'' 

It. Fi•her'a Station (See. 3, T. 8 X., n. 8 E.) abo11t 4 miles "·est of Durant. 
Dr7an County, on U. S. # 70, and 2 miles south, at tl1e bead of Island 
Bayou ,vbleb marked the Cboeta,,·..Cblekasa,,· bounclary line bet\\·een the 
tll·o notions. Thia station l\"88 better kno,,·n loeall7 as ''Carrla1e Point.'' 
Fisher ,,·as a member of a well kno,,·n Cbocta\l· family. 

12. Colbcrl'• Ferr, (Sec.-8. 80-31, T. 8 S., B. 1 E.) abo11t three mllee aoutb 
of the tol\·o of Colbert, Br7an Co11nty, Jttat beto,v the old highway bridge 
aeroae Red River. 
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