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PURPOSE OF REPGtT

The objective of this report is to assemble and evaluate

certain data obtained from field investigation and other sources

necessary to present recommendations concerning the historical

and recreational desirability and suitability of the Booker

Washington Birthplace Memorial for inclusion in the National Park

System

LOCATION

The Booker Washington Birthplace Memorial is located

on State Highway No 122 in Franklin County Virginia approd.rnatey

16 miles northeast of Rocky Mount and only slightly farther south

east of Roanoke by State Route No 116 Its relation to these and

other communities and features is shown on Appendix Location Map

PROPOSED BOUNDARIES

Acquisition of the 10.75acre Norwood Harris tract

together with narrow strip of the Robertson property on

the opposite side of Highway No 122 would be desirable for

protective purposes and to assure park-like character along the

west approach to the park entrance Appendix and Photograph

No

It is believed that the entire present day tract of

537.2 acres should be acquired if the area is to be developed

for active recreation Inclusion of additional lands to the south



of current holdings particularly the Holland tract may be

necessary for development and protection of water-related recrea

tional facilities

Subsequent to making the site survey word has been

received that construction work has been started on the county

school This school and its access road could create problems

of control and interior circulation Appendix

TOPOGRAPHY AND PHYSICAL CONDITIONS

The natural contour of the property is gently rolling

rounding into slightly steeper but not precipitous slopes along

the streams

divided and gravel-paved access road Photograph No

has been built from State Highway No 122 to the old plantation and

cabin site Simple stone piers have been erected at the highway

entrance Photographs Nos and combination auto parking

space and turnaround with turf island exists near the cabin site

If this development were carried to its logical conclusion monu

mental approach would result This might be considered by some

as too great an alteration of the modest plantation access road

which probably existed during the historic period

The family burial plot is located Just to the right of

the present entraxice lane about midway between the highway and the

cabin site Photographs Nos and



None of the present-day buildings including the restora

tion of the cabin in which Booker Washington born eflsted

during the historic period Photographs Nos

and 10

ACCESSIBILITY

Virginia Highway No 322 passes through the property

about 1/14 mile from the birth site The newest public carrier

is the Norfolk and Western RRilroad at Rocky Mount Three airlines

Piedmont Eastern and American schedule daily flights through

Roanoke

SCENIC FETTJRES

The area is not scenically outstanding That general

section of Virginia consists of small farms Tillable land has

been cleared Most slopes not suitable for cultivation are

forested This is the present-day characteristic of the original

plantation area and the lands that have been added recently It

probably was similarly constituted in the historical period

Gills Creek flowing through the southerly end of the

property is not particularly attractive Its waters are muddy

after rains The narrow bottom land is enclosed by gentle and

wooded slopes

Several springs in the northern end of the property

combine to form an attractive brook below the birthplace site



ATTITUDE OF LOCAL PEOPLE

Prominent State officials have given support to the

project and participated in dedications and public functions at

the area State Highway No 322 has been designated as the

Booker Washington Highway In other respects the local people

seem rather indifferent toward establishment of the memorial

GEOLOGY

Nothing of speOial interest was noted or is believed to

exist on the area or in the environs

WILDLIFE

Evidences of small game animals only were noted No

deer tracks were seen although it is the type of country where

they might be expected

VEGETATION

Forested areas are made up of mixed hardwoods and scrub

pine Pinus Virginiana Only one tree large and rather decrepit

oak exists in the immediate plantation home area few medium-

sized locust trees exist in the nearby spring house area The

historic site is lacking in the picturesque mellowness which the

general public usually associates with old plantation homes

There natural forest regeneration has been permitted scrub

pine predominates and in some places dense stands exist One such

0back lot has been harvested for pulp wood recently



CLIMATE

The following data has been recorded for Rocky Mount

Virginia

Mean annual temperattire 3770

Average monthly temperature

3770 Juy 75.1

February 38.7 August 73.8

March 146.8 September 68.7

April 55.11 October 57.0

May 614.9 November 147.3

June 72.2 December 38.7

Mean annual precipitation 145.14

Average monthly precipitation

January 3.36 July 14.79

February 3.21 August 14.65

March 3.911 September 3.62

April 3.33 October 3.86

May 3.67 November 2.143

June 14.81 December 3.71



RElATED LOCAL POPULATION

Some ltOO000 persons are living within the normal day-

use travel distance of the birth site Of this number more than

88000 are Negroes Poflowing is list of the principal cities

and counties from which axw appreciable day-use visitation may be

expected particularly if active recreational opportunities are

furnished on the area Population figures are taken fran the

1950 census report

Total Negro
Cities Popzlation qpulation

1nvifle 35066 10579

Lynchburg l7727 lOli73

Martinsvifle 17251 501s3

Roanoke 91921 lI575

Counties

Bedford 29627 561

Campbell 28877 68143

franklin 21r56o 3576

Henry 31219 7565

Pittsylvania 66096 20b09

Roanoke l1I86 3l98

TOTAL 143830 88178



RELATION TO OTHER PARKS

The Blue Ridge Parkway when completed iifl pass just

southeast of the Roanoke City limits Wayside developments are

planned at intervals along the Parkway One such unit in the

Peaks of Otter area approximately 35 miles north of the Parkway

intersection with Highway No 220 will include lodge

coffee shop guest cabins camp and trailer park and picnicking

grounds At Pine Spur area about 25 miles south of the Highway

No 220 junction picnic ground is proposed and 10 miles

still farther to the south at the Smart View area sandwich and

coffee shop and picnic grounds are to be provided Appomatta

Court House National Monument is about 75 miles to the east

Fairy Stone State Park near Bassett about 25 miles

from Rocky Mount Douthat State Park I-1/2 miles north of Clifton

Forge is 14 miles from Roanoke Both of these parks provide day-

use and vacationing facilities in outstanding scenic environments

Philpott Dam recently completed by the Corps of Engineers backs

water up to Fairy Stone State Park It may be assumed that sooner

or later recreational facilities will be developed on this reservoir

Appendix Location Map

Prince Edward State Parke near Farmvifle is Virginias

only Negro state park Lying about fl5 miles east of Rocky Mount

it is beyond the normal distance which people in the Roanoke

Rocky Mount Bedford sector will travel for day-use recreation



Following are the l92 attendance figures reported for

the above-mentioned state parks

Dbuthat 101553 persons

Fairy Stone 180175 persons

Prince Edward 5l8I0 persons

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIALITIES OF THE HISTORIC SECTION

None of the structures that existed during the historic

period remain. Structures erected since that time excepting

replica of the birthplace log cabin tend to confuse any attempt

of the layman to mentally reconstruct the early picture Available

photographs of the plantation home and birthplace cabin Photographs

Nos 11 12 and lii do not include those of farm buildings etc

that would be helpful to reconstruction of the plantation home

center should such be desired

Then the Birthplace Memorial was first established it

was operated as practical training center in agriculture and

industry Since abandonment of that objective the area has been

farmed During the training period one large brick building

and the foundation walls of smaller but similar structure

were built and frame barn was remodeled to serve that need

Photographs Nos and fl Since abandonment of the school

the brick building serves as the Booker Washington Birthplace

post office and as administrative quarters for the Memorial
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The frame structure has been converted to personnel housing

More recently sinail frame building Photograph No near the

cabin has been remodeled and enlarged to serve as residence for

the President of the Memorial smAll temporary concession stand

and modest-sized thicken house also exist in the area

Development potentialities at the historic site might

foflow one of the following programs

Remove aU structures currently existing in the

area and erect suitable monument or authentic

cabin restoration on the birthplace site

Remove all structures except the large brick

building Photograph No which would be

retained as the administrative center and

possible museum

Reconstruct the plantation scene which existed

during the historic period

RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT POTENTIALITIES

The area does not have the scenic and topographic

appeal of recreational park located in more remote wilderness

or mountainous environment The possibility of creating large

scenic and recreational lake is doubtful However the area is

not void of recreational potentialities

11



Existing forest cover is suitable for immediate needs

With protection and management directed to that purpose it should

improve rapidly

The volume of water in Gills Creek is judged sufficient

to maintain scenic and recreational lake However when viewed

after heavy shower the water was extremely muddy It is ques

tionable if lake on this stream would be practicable because of

its lack of public use appeal and the cost involved in periodic

silt removal TQhether effective erosion control in the drainage

basin above the park could be accomplished must remain conjectural

until studies are made by qualified technicians Water pollution

tests have not been made

Robertson Spring Branch smnll clear-water spring-fed

stream has its source on the present property Appendix

The volume of flaw was judged to approximate the minimum or less

than that required to supply small swimming pond It will be

necessary to measure the volume of flow throughout the drier part

of the recreation season to determine its adequacy for estimated

recreational needs This stream flows through wooded section

which could be developed for picnicking and other park uses

Should it be found that the spring-fed stream is not

capable of supporting swimming pond concrete pool supplied

from wells might be provided without loss of visitor appeal

12



One such pool exists at Virginias Staunton River State Park1

near South Boston Several West Virginia state parks have them

as wefl

We estimate that with average facility development and

operational endeavors recreational park built on this site may

be expected to attract an annual attendance of jO000 50000 in

its more immediate post development period On this basis the

ultimate foreseeable future attendance probably will not exceed

65000 75000 persons We know of no way to estimate the number

who may be expected to visit the park for its historical interests

WATER AND SANITARY FACILITIES

spring just below the home site is presumed to have

been the source of water supply from plantation days to the present

time 4t modern structure with concrete reservoir and pressure

system supplies water to the buildins in the immediate area

Presence of this and other springs nearby is assumed to indicate

that an adequate underground water supply including that required

to operate swimming pool may be obtainable

The present sanitary system is functioning satisfactory

and presumably could be enlarged to care for any increased load

that might be imposed No insurmountable sewage disposal problem

is expectod should recreational lake or pond be built in the

vafley below the historical site
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1ÜNAGEMENT MID WIWPENAtNCE

Present agricultural pursuits probabr wifl be dis

continued if the area is put under park status The school being

built tthin the area could cause problems of control Otherwise

no abnormal management or maintenance problems are foreseen

CONCLUSIONS

The natural values of the Booker Washington Birthplace

site are lacking in the outstanding or unique q1alities considered

essential for recreational area of national or regional interest

RECOMMENflI.TIONS

The Booker Washington Birthplace Memorial area is

not recommended for consideration as recreational unit in the

National Park System It is suggested that Virginia authorities

be advised of the availability of the property for state park

development Judging from thoughts expressed by Mr Phillips

Founder-President of the Booker Washington Birthplace Memorial

he visualizes creation of recreational development of the type

efisting at Virginiat Prince Edward State Park

/1 sqA
-1

Aimnerman

Park Planner
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