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I. TDURROSE

The Burrouzhs planvaticn, site of Buoker T. Wachington’s birth and
boyhood in slavery, is the focus of much new attention with the approval
of the living historical farm concept for Becker T. Washington Hatlonal
Monument. In devoloping and interpreting ths Burroughs plantation undar
this concapt, study will be givon to all aspscts of its existence: its
peonld, buildings, farm practices, crops, and livestock. Bat despite the
relative salf-sufficiency of this Pledmont tobacco plantation, it did not
exist in 4 vacuuni. To cumeider it alons, out of the contaxt of the sur-
rounding commnity which supperted and was susported by it, could not hslp
bud result in incomplete understanding of 1life hers over a century ago.

Thle naner iz intondad tn provide a cencies overall survey of the
Mlalss Ford commnlty hatween the years 1356 end 1565, whan Booker T.
Washingten was born and lived here on th2 Burroughe plantaticn.



IT. AN AGRICULTURAL COMMIIITY

A. The Plantation. The Hales Ford arsa, as well as Franklin County

as a whols, was overwhelmingly agricultural in the mideninetzenth century
(and still is, in fact). Tobacco was the orincinal eash crop, with other
crons and livestock raised primarily for home consummtion. With flax supe
nlying the raw materiael for homsspun fabric. ne cotton was grown in the

vicinity.

Tha Burroughs plantation was falrly typical of the average farn! in
this ccmmunity in size, production, and value. In 1860 Jamas Burroughs
had 197 acras of improved land on his 207 acre estate, which was valued
at 33165. During tha year onding June 1, 1860, he was listad as having
produced 2000 pounds of tobaceo, LSO bushels of Tndian corn, 250 bushels
of wheai, 100 bushels of cats., 30 ponnés of wool, 20 bushels of swaet po-
tatces, S bushels of Irish potatoss, 10 pounds of flax, 2 pounds of flaxe
seod, 75 pounds of butter, and onoe bushel of peas and beans. (Ths accue |

racy of soms of these quantities is questicnalle, but we may assume that

1The terms fislantation”" and "farm® ars used rather lecsely. Objece
tionus have beon mads that the Burroughs plantation and others like it wera
really farms because of their small scale. Their cwnsrs did call theme
selvag "farnars? rathor than "plantere,” but the tarm "plantatlicn” seens
orten to have been usad for any holding worked by sleves. Washiagton ra-
farrad to his birthnlace as 2 plantation (though perhans he was just using
& nam2 genorally associatad with Scuthern agrisuliure for the intsrest of
his Northern rsaders). “Plantation? will continue to he used in reforenco
vo the local slave=onerated faras, but the distinction must bs koot in
nind betwazan thz plantatlions of this area and the vast domains in other
ra2gions usvally agseccisved with tha name,



the vroducts themselvec are ccrract.) His livestock consisted of four
horses, four milk cows., five other cattle, twelve shesp, and sixteen
swino., with a total cash value of $535. James had no oxen, but two close
neighbors, Josiah Ferguson and Asa Holland, each had a pair 'uhich might
have bgon borrowed when anseded. Of the forty listed on ths same census
page with Burrcughs in 1860, twenty had more imorovad acrsage than he,
the most being 400 improvad acres; thirteen produced more tobacco and

five the same amcmnt.a

B. Slaverv. The institution of Negro slavery was directly related
to the agricultural nature of the Hales Ford community. Slaveholding
hore was on a ralatively emall scale comparad to much of the deen South,
in keoping with the size of the average local plantation. Needless %o
say, the subject is of varticular importance in the intarpratation of

Booker T. Washingion National Momument tcday.

In tho way of hwnan' property, as in ths size and vsiue of his real
astate, Tamas Burroughs was reascnably tynical in his heoldings. In 1860
he wae rzcordesd as having saven claves,3 and upon his death the following

year the inventory of his preperty listed tan.l‘ With only two of these

21360 Causus, Schedule 4t Productions of Agriculture, Hortheast Di-
vision, Franklin County, Va.

31860 Census, Schedule 2: Slave Inhabitants, Wortheast Divisicn,
Franklin Zouaty, Va.

by Bock 12, v. 150, Franklin County Courthonse, Rocky Mount, Va.



beinz adult wale fieldhands James and his sons had to take an active nart

in their faraing oparations.

Other neighborhood glavehclders in 1360 ranged from Thomas Benjamin
Ferguson with e eleveneyeare-cld girl, to his brother John Cardusll with
gight slaves, to their father Josian Eergusoa with eighteen, to Asa Hele -
land, ons of tho wealthiest locals, with twentyefive slavea.s Among the '
total population of 9,311 in Franklin County‘s Hortheast Division in 1860,
there were 2,999 slavese-naarly a third of the uhole.f’ Some ware cocks,
nmaids, and other domestic servants, but most were directly involved with
agriculture. 4s in the case of James Burrcughs, slaves comprised a large
monetary portion of their owner's personal preperty: James' pearsonal ase
tate upon his death was valued at $7003.80, of which $5550 was represented
by slaves. Values wore assigned to sléves according to thelr age, physie-
cal conditiém, aptitude, and breeding potentlal. James' lLen slaves ranged
in worth from $1000 for Isee, an adult mals, to $200 for Baokar's twleysare
old sister Amanda.’ The average local slaveholdsr could not have nurchassd
all bis sleves; some wore inheritsed, others, like Jane Burroughs' chlidren,
wore born on the plentation like other livestock. 3Buying and sellinz did
take place locally, handled by men like "Tradin' Tom* Dudley with an

51360 Csneus, Scheduls 2: Stave Inhabltants, Northeast Division,
Franklin County, Va.

61860 Ceneus, Scheduls 6: Social Statistics, Northesst Division,
Franklin County, 7a.

TWi11 Book 12. p. 150, Franklin Ceunty Courthouse, Rocky Mount, Va.
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auction block in his front yar«:l.8 Thomas Robertson Burroughs, a son of

Jamzs, was engaged as a "trador' nearby in sontharm Bedford County in
18€n.7

An aspacy of slavery not so often considered was its offeet on the

"naster race." In Up From Slavery, Washington discussed this in connec-

tion with 1ife on the Burroughs plantations

The whole nachiaery of slavery wasc so constructed ss o causs lahor,
2s a rale, to be lcoked upon as g badze of dagradation, of infariore
ity, Hence labor was scomathing that both races en tha slave nlanta-
tion sought tc escaps. The slave system on our place, in a laryge
aeasure, took the spirlt of selfercliance aad selfehalp out of tha
whaite neople. My old master bad wmany beys and girls, but not ona,
8o far as I know, ever mastored a single trade or special line of
prodsctive industrg. The girls wera not taught o cook, ssw. or io
take cara of the houss. A1l of this was left to the slaves. The
slavas, of course, had 1llttla personal intersst lan the lifs of the
plantation, and thoir ignorancs oroventad thom from learning how to
do things in the most mroved and thorough manner. As a rssult of
the systan, fences were it of repair, gates wore hanzing half off
the hingss. deors creaked, windowepanads wars out, nlasterh@, had
fallan but was not replacad, woeds zraw in the sard. !

tachington nazlectzd ho pantlon the orevalence of white sexual axe
vloitation of the legro, axcept to admit that he nhineelf was a sroduct »F
thie commen practice, uashington's father was probably the aforamentionad

Thoeaas Benjania ferguson, and Washington's older brother John was “plamed”

"Jawue.hm Jamas, “incle Toat? Not Buooker T. " Anarican d»r:.mce
XIL (awrust, 15€3). 97,

21360 Zeasus, Scredula 1: Feea Inhiabitant wheicn District, Rade
forg Jourty, Va.

”PX 2 Y"""L@ 190’) DD ?"13&



on James Benjamin Burroughs, a son of his ownar.” (Jane's third child,
Anandz, was the daughtar of Washington Ferguson, a hiredecut slave bae~
longing to Josiah Ferguson.) Josish Ferguson, who livad in a conforiable
brick honz dirsctly across the road from the Burroushs. in addition to
being cue of the communiby’s ore welletosdo citizens, had a total of
aine iliszitimate children by his two slave mistrossas. ' Such wers

aacng the customs of Hales Ford in the days of slavery,

“Ja:aes "Uncle Ten? Hot Booker T..' pe Yo

12Jac4:511::1;?.:19 Janse, Lettor vo Barry Mackintosh, October 23, 1763.
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Inmzatry axiat.ad chiaf.ly aa a eervant oz' agriaulturg in the Halea
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tions, the tobacco was carte& loosé cnwagoﬁs to theae neaﬁby factoriea, S
ﬁhex‘e plug and tiist chewing tohacoo ma Wact.urad 'rhe boxed prodw o

ucb m sold through comisaim mrchants in Lynehburg and elsaiuhera.
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The 1a.rgeat looal faé%cry and tha dn,a clnsest‘. to tha Baz'rdughs plan-

*

‘_;‘ tatim m “the Farguson ana ast-cher tohacco !antory, abaut two ané a halr
mi‘les to the east at“ the cent.ar of Ha.les Ford. . During the mr ending
June 1, 1860 § *thia autabliahmnﬁ proceaaed 160,000 pdurids of ‘bbbacco and
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forty alava men hirud trom thei: 'mra ‘at $10 a mth and rour alavm

BRI womn hired am $5 a nonth for»the mnufacmrﬂng smm. Ormaz:a of the

oparstion wera John Carmn !‘erguann, oldast aon ot tha Burraughs' oloa—

-

and aftar her daa’oh_ marriud Amw Elisabeth Burrougha; AJamss! daughter.
Wa may wall assuma that tha Burraughs ware patrons of the Ferguson and
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K ;.' - 1: est mighbor Joaiah Ferguson, and an,jamin H‘atchar, naph“ of Jama Bur- SRS



ol Another nearby tobacco i‘actory '88-‘3 ﬁl&fe opcrateé by Pblieil and l’er— g
- gusen near ‘raylor's store, a‘bout five milea waat frem the Burroughs Pm‘ S

L ta.tiﬂn. This Ferguson was Thomas BenJamin, previvusly mnf.ioned in anoth-
. ‘ er comxac'oion. (An 1nteresting aidalight on Ben E‘ergason :La that he ha.d )
. two free Nagroes 1n his heusehold in 1860~-th a comon oecurrence in this

arem)m Three other tobacco fgctoriea in t.he larger cmnity mro oper- f}
Y :"ji , :~ ated by' 3. Gc HOlley‘! A‘ 80 Bumll, and Ac S- HOll‘ndc - ::j_x ’ .f,:v ::

SRR Hills. Tha 1860 Oenaus listed five mills m the ma, each be» -

ing a aombinatim aamnill amf érist.mill poﬁer&d by water. Their otmera -

RS ‘t;.were Px'ice H. Horgan, S. G. Ho]loy, A. S. Buruqll, I@mis Dillon, and ’!4. :
Hurt Qxe or Waahiugton'a mst vivid reeollaetions of hia aluva days
e ;. -_waa the taak of carrying oorx‘: each week ta the mill to ba ground:

- Tha mﬂl was about i;hraa ailes frcm tha plantation. This work I al- A
e - ways dreaded. - The heavy load of corn would Bé . thrown scross the back . - °
S e 7t + o of the horse, and the corn dividad about avenly on each side; but in -
Lo i gome way, almoet without excep‘bion on thess trips, ‘the corn would so
S ey shift asto, becoms utbalanced dnd would £all off the horge, and-often .

o7 nh,. 0 T wouldd £l with1t. . A8 T wae not. strong encigh.'to reload the corn - . - .
Lm0 7 . -upon the horss, I would have to walf,: sometimes for many houve, ti11
¢ =55 ... 'a chance passer-by came along who would help e ‘out. of ny troubie.n.

SR The timo consumdd in. this way mads me. late in resching the mill, and-
C . by the time I, gob my Qotm grmmd and raechad hms it mld be far :’m— T
' %o the night. : AT 3 , A
DRI, T : . T e e SR
T There is soma queation ﬁbout which mill the Burroughs usad. An ar- ‘ )
ticle dcacribing Wuhingtoh'a visit ‘to m: birthplace :m 1908 staua that e
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$800 worth of Ieathar in the yaar Qreceding the 1860 Geneus. :

- e
B

- Blacksmith. 'I‘he local blacksmith ahcp ﬁas mmed by Ferguson ST
md Haﬁcher and was 1ocated at Halea Fcrd with tha:lr tobacco i‘actory.
'I‘hree men were enmloyed there in 1860, éna being John Thurman. During
‘ | 'the yaar preceding the Cenaus they prodnced Wc» wagOna togethar valued
Ry at $270 ana did "plantation wosr'k'f worf,h $h30 Eaeh p‘lantation c(,mnqmy

i -

S, Tanneries. Jaaaph B. Hsad,or and c. c. Gund:lﬂ' anch operated &

- 16"Tuskegee'e Principal at His Olct Home," ‘I’he Tnskeg_e_e St.udent, e

Lo
~7 .x

- ) 3-- 17Déed Book 26, D 217, Franklin Cmmty szrthouse, Rocky Hount,

Va,3 1870 Cemmus,”Schedule 53 produet.s of. Induatry, Gill's Creek Tm—' R

Bhip,; Fl’anklin cmty, Va. , ‘;-_ R L ».,.:“‘

1898ncle Tom? Not Booker *2. 5 p, 99. S 3 i ;
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wm-. Washington inquired about !{organ'e mu, o' which ha ma to cw |
PR A_ c@m..u 6 - Bug tlﬁ.s m locatad at the i’ork oi‘ em.'s Grael{ mci Blaqk« »
- ;T';’ ntar Rivér, over eiéht mﬁes distmt from the. Bm;;'ougha plhntatiorx. A : N
, :-. nora 1ogical choice would be ‘I'eel'a Hill, abont threa miles to the nort,h‘ :;. ‘

1 v‘

1009,1 'bannéry Meadof bized m men at $1s & ‘month mn and. proauced -{;. St
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B, cérder.r G, and J; Musgrove had a caz'-éing machine, and produced
1200 pounds of wool rolls in the ceneus year valuad at $600.

7, Taiibr.- Villiam BE. Andreas turned out coats, pants, and vests
for the local trade. _

]

8. Csbinstmaker. A, B.' Crouch prcducdd vbedsteads, safes, burooes

(sic) and other work,"

_H. ’Sadcﬁamaker. In the census yedar, S, G. Bright made fifty gad=
dles valusd a‘b $1500, and harnesses- and bridles worth $600.

. I fmm, “the' twanty eatablishmnts named above emplayed 1)46 men and
- 29 women and produced goods and. serﬁceo valued at. $1 ,3,3,1;11 1% the yaaz'
. ‘ending June 1, 1860. In the Northeast Divisicn of Franklm Uounty, thers .
‘aere 64 smch industriea in ths nidst of 735 planta‘t.ions and fams.w Av— .

‘.erage wages in this part. of tha ao‘tmtry, other than thosa already mori=
tiouad, Uera as followﬁsao . |

Lverage menthly wage to a i.’am hend with board.. .$10. :

Aversags wage to & day laborer with boardsesseeics 450

- Avcrage wega to a day leborer withoub DOaTGeesese. 15

Avarage-dally wage to a carpenter without board., 1450

Weekly whge ©0 a femyle domestic with bortd.isses 1,00
: Prica of board to a hbomng man par eeak....h.. 2,00

'191860 Gansus, Schedule 6: Social Stétiatics, Hortheast Division,;‘
" Pranklin County, Va. -

| 20p,4,

PR ..



The presance of slavery, of course, tended to limit ths need Lor many of

thuoss occunationse.

4 new industry which appearad in the 1970 Tansus was the brandy dise
tillery. ‘two wors in operation in the vicinity that yaar, using apples
for raw materizl. That this business evisted during Washington's last
years hera is shoun by Fannie Burrouzhs' remark in har 1365 laottars '
"Thars ars not a zroat many avples so cant be much stilling done" (sse

Appondix A).

ot listed in the Cenous buc rarallad by .John wWas™in ten wae e,
Nownan'e old wnzon and coffin shon," locatiad hetwaan is3 Helland's howa
and the Pecguson and Hatcher establichmsnts (ses his l2tter to Asas Dme

can, nnandiv 3).

1



IV. TOUCATION AND COIfUNICATION

A, TZdueatione ‘Thare 1o no sstabliched institution of lsarning in
my Metricte  Jowunm echacls ara not to ba found at any one place oF longe
ar duraticn thian a ey months.” Thus wrobte Isaac Cannady, Assistant dare
shal ef tho Southwast District of Franklin County, in the 1360 Cansus, !
Thers is no rzacon to believe that the sitvation was any different in the
Northeast Division, which lietad twonty common schools. =ach with ¢ne
tsathar and betuvoen twelve and thirty pupils. Tho Burroughs children uae
doubiedly received linited formal education in such echeols as thesaee
perhaps at the Frog Pend schoolhouse located saveral miles to the southe
e.aat..?'2 Laura Burroughs, a daughtar of James, served as a common echool
teacher, and Bocker sometimes rods to school with her to return her horse
te the plantation. But despite later clalas made by certain Burroughs
descendants, the Mrmghs dsughters almost certainly made no attemi to
tench their gouaz elava to raad. Iducation for slaves was both illegal

and gxtrenely rara.

Be Communications. Thore wers no nswspapers or pariodicals pube
lishad in Franklin County im 13£0. The nearest sourcs of such items was
Lynchiburg, home <f the Virzinian and the R2publican. A list of newsnapers
and periodicals dslivered to ithe Hales Ford Pogt Office in 1661 includas

2lschedule 63 Social Statistics, p. 123.
25aral Dinwiddle, Interview, Jaly 3, 196S.

12



the Tynehburz Daily Vircinian, the Lynchburg Daily lepublican, the Lynche
buryg Yoskly Virsinian, the tchaond tlaakly, the Uichmond Shristian Advoe

cat2, and the Richmond Daily Sraminer<s At shis time, the Burroughe!

neishbor Asa linlland was the npostmster, in addition to besing the comme

nlty's leading mevchant and farmar.

Tha slave population had itz cwa mythods of kezpang anraast of the
news--darticularly news concerning tha prograss ol the war sc¢ vital o

ite own future, In Un From Slavery, Washlngton describad the "grapevine

t3lor2nh™s

Dften the slaves ot knowledio of the rasulus of graat battlas bofore
the waite peonle received it. This news was usually gotien fraq the
solourad aan who was cont to the nosteoifice for the mali. In our
caca tho ocst-office was about thras milss froam the plantetion, and
the mai) cane once or twics a wask, The man who was soni to the ofe
fice would linger about the slacs long encush to get the drift of ths
convarcation {rom the group of white nsople who naturally congsrezated
thore, after receiviag their mail, to discuss the latast neus., The
mailecarricer on his vay back Lo our mastar's house would naturally
retail ths news thai he had secured amcng th2 slaves, and in this way
thay often heard of unport.ant avents bafore whe white paople at ths
#hig house,” as the master's house was called.ed

Jacqualine James rolates another atory c¢f the "telsgraph®s

Only a mile from Taylor's Stcere lived a planter called 01' Manas,

who owned twenty-nine slaves. One of tham could road. The girl whe
cleaned the master's room in the morndn: would snsak out tho latezt
nawsospar and return it after it had boon read. It would ba carefully
folded or crumnled as it had haen beforoeebut the n3ws in it was ale
ready on its way.

23post, OfFice decunant in possassimm of Sarah Dinwiddia,

2“::;:. 5=,

25:!{]3 2la Ton? 'lot Booxer T, ,ﬁ e 100

13



Vo CHURCHIS

™ the “lortheast Jivision of Franklin Jounty, thors wore fourtesn
shurchas in 13€0: six Baptist, four Mathodist, thros Union, and one
”E‘roe.”z{“ The Burrouzhs were Baptists, and attended the Halas foid Bape
tist Charck, lovated Just bayond dsa #olland's hots. Jon Washington
daseribas 2 measmt of excitomant thers in his letter to Asa Duncan (Ap-

»andix B).

Another church tha Burroughs mav have wvisited occasionally wau the
0ld Fork ifsotinz Houus, to the scuthoast. According to a story ralztad
by his son Hammat, two mea who had bzea with Tames Benjanin durroughs
in the army mat Ren's wifae thore oas ‘aaday and told her that her huse

pand had bHosn woundld in Picketi's Uharge at Jettysburg.a‘

%1960 2snme, Schedule €5 Snsial Statistics, Northeast Mvision,
Franklin Jcuaty, Ja.

z‘":‘%ar:r Dinwiddie, Iaterviaw, Auzust 15, 1953,

iy



. HALSS £03D AD THE dAR

frankliin County was tha scens of no battles duringz the Jivil ar, but
the war's prazzags was fell ners as in the 19t of the South. as Washings
o rerallad, thy slawns 2okt ib ab lecst o mwvh as did the wiile fanie
liee of ths cowmmnity:

Juring the campaign whon Idnceln was a caadidate for the Prasidency,
the slaves cn our fareoff plantation, miles from any railroad or
larzs clty or daily newspaner, kmew what tha issues involvad wars.
vhen war wae begun bstwean ths Jorth and the South, every slave on
sur plantation fell and knsw that, though other issues wers discussad,
the primal one was that of slavery. Even tha nost ignorant membars
of my race on the remote plantatioans felt in their hearts, with a
cortginty that admitted of ne doubt, tnat the fresdom of the slavoes
would he the ane great result of tho war, if th2 Horthemn avaies cone
quered. Lvery succass of tha Federal armles and svery defsat of the
Confedasgte forcas ae watchad with the keensst and most intense ine
terest.

Tas Civst =uster of Pm@auy 2 of the Second Ragiment of Virginia xve
alry, om as s "Franxlin Rengers,® was hoid in an opan rield by Taye
lor's &voce in 1361. ¥rank and Billie Burroughs were there, as was Thamas
Jenjanin Ferguson.®? James Benjemin, Thomas, and Sdwin Yewton Burroughs
also sarved in the ffranilin Ranjers; Frank and Billie hoth died in the
war, and th- otiers excopl for Thowas wars wounded.>- Baa Pevgusvi laier
hired a substituts, who subseguantly desavied,!

23'92 Froa Slaverw, n. .

29Jams,, ‘inzle Toa? Wob Booker T.." ne .

304, B, MeClallan, The iife sad Sawnaijms of Hajer-Zaneral J._E. B.
Stuart (8oston, 1335), 2. 43t.

31Jms, sUncle Tom? Yot Booker Ty." p. 96.
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The war had 1ts ecenonic effects locally. #ocd became less abuadant
in the South, and Virginia in 1363 passed an act to limit tha production
of tobacco and inerease the production of grain. Washington wrote thus of
wartime conditions at Hales Ford:

I think the slaves felt the deprivation less than the whites, boe
cause the usual diet for the slaves was corn bread and pork, and
these could be ralsed cn the plantation; but coffea, tea, sugar, and
other articles which the whites had been accustomed to use could not
be raised on the plantation; and the conditions brought about by the
war frequently mads it impossible to secure these things. The whltes
wera often in great straits. Parched cora was used for coffes, and
a kind of black molasses was usad instead of sugar. Hany times noths
ing was used to swasten the soecalled tea and coffececes

Finally the war closed and the day of frasedom cams. It was a
momentous and eventful day to all upon our plantation. We had bean
expecting it. Freedom was in the air, and had been for months. Do=
serting soldiers returning to thelr homes wors to be seen every day.
Others who had been discharged, or whoss regiments had been parolad,
were constantly pasging near ocur place. The "grapeevine tslagraph”
was kept busy night and day.32

By the tims Fannie Burroughs, Frank's widow, wrote her dsscriptive
latter to her parents (sea Appendix), Washington and his mother, brother,
and sister wore preparing to leave Halas Ford for their new lives in

frzadon,

32yp Fron Slavery, pp. 10, 19.
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- APPENDIX A
M. P, BURROUGHS LETTER

X. F. ("Pamnie") Cundi.or Burroughs, the widow of Christopher Frank
Burroughs, wrote this letter to her parente just after the Civil War.
The original was ovmed by the mother of £1la V. Robertsen of Bedford,
and was oopled by Miss Robertsen in 1952.

' Halesford Mranklin Oty. Va. July the 6th 1868

__ As Admire has gotten cut of prison & will start home next monday I
will let you haar from me. I intended at first to go with him, but after
trying & week & could not get any sonveyance, I find I will have to give
it out for the present. I cant get s two horse waggon any where or a buge
gie that will make the trip. Tom Burroughs will have his buggle done w
in sbout a menth or six weeks & says I can have that & a horss after while
& Ben Turner will go home with me any time. but for a buggie the load ’
will be very heavy, it is hardly my opinion we can maks it on the buggie
if we have to carry provisions. They think here they ought to send me
home & not put you to the trouble of sending for me. But I will say this,
I thought perhapse brother Bemet or some of the rest of yeu would like
to coms in & are afraid to start for faar of meeting, or missing me en
the way., If that be the case you can coms on for I will be show not to
start befors the fourth sunday in August (at wich time Mag Moultons fu
neral will be preached) as I think that will be as scen as ws can get off,
Toms buggie will have to have new tire & it will be some time befor he can
got it fixed. Tom has five horses scme of wich are in tolsrable good ore
der. 0Old mother Burroughs has four wich are low in order. If any of you
wish to come in & can conveniently meke arrangements for ms to go back
~ with you do so, if not coms on any how if you want to & Ben T. & I will
80 out with you all the way that I have spoken of above. I can get home
after while without you sending for me & will when most convenlant to my
accomnodating friends, they as well az mymelf are very anxlous to sse
Brother Bemnet and Incie & say tell them to coms in. It seeme to me like

I have been from home a long tims & am very anxious o ses you all, as~
pecially my dear prisoner brother I received two letters fros homs
-#ince the surrvender writtem by Elic & Iucie wich I was very glad to get
but sorry to hear of your misfertune That together with my on miefer-
tune renders me very unhappy at times. ,

But lot us try & bear cur troubles with christian fortituds I wrote
to you all twice directly after the surrender & sent them by soldiers that
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were passing but suppose you never received them. Franks funsral was
presched the first sundsy in May by Rav. T, C. Goggin. We had & splen-
did sermon & a largs orowd in attendance. The text is im 2nd Timothy

2nd chapter Jrd Lth & 5th verses Franks business affairs have been bad-
ly arranged so far. His partnership horse togsther with his saddles,
blankets, & halter wers apraised before the surrender at csonfoderate
rates & the money paid to me after the surrender together with $500 on
the horse that Marshall bought wich leaves me with little upwards a thou-
gand dollare on hand that is ne sacount, but Tom proposss to pay me ons
dollar in specie for svary sixty of confaderate as that is the way old
Lord Lions proposes old confaderate debts should be pald ‘They all think
it i» hard on me the way it has turned out. bdut I dont feel disposed to
grumble. Tom & Nic Burroughs were very scarce of monsy or they would
have paid it soomer & given me a chance to spend it for clothes. There ,
is five hundred dollars yet to pay on the Marshall bond wich I understend
he says he is willing to pay in good money what is right, whansver he can.
I would like to have your advics about the matter & if any of them coms
in please write me. I think it will be bsst for ms to take the offer of
Toms as I expect it will be all I will ever get though 1t locks like it

will be hard on him too, Times have come to that, that pe¢ hardly
know what to do. The negroes are considered free by Military law. Soms
arm~mmﬁagnmnmummmabe:m&*'%am. Them are

cutting up on & high horss. Some rejoice in thair freedome & some are

cut down about it but as a general thing they remain with their Maraters

& we have heard lately that they are bound to keap them until next April
Scme think they will never be free & some think they will. (ne thing cere
tain the most of them are ruined & the next thing will be to send them

off, : o

‘The Yankees pass in small numbers all most every week along the turne
pike. Theyluve been at Rocky Mount for a momth & are getting very tired
of the blacks behavior they are called upen go often to settle a difficule
ty betwesn them I heard sometime ago that Rhoda had coms back to old Tom
Dudlyes without her children but I heard it through negroes and dont know
that it 1s so, & didnt inquire much sbout 1t. Will ... got home without
being hurt, also John & Will .... Jobn has been having ohills ever aince
he got home. He & his wife are staying at Aunt § this summer. Pemn
ese 18 at home & mightly improved. I was at Unels Moultons yesterdsy
they were all well there & joging along as usual »

The wheat crop abeut hers is rather sorry hardly any bhody about here
will make much more than seed exospt B Hatcher Made a good crop at the
Hountain Corn in most plsces locks T promising at present, & I hope
will make & good orop Oats are right good. There are not a grest many
apples sc cant be much atilling dome. I forgot to tell you Mr, Nic Robe
ertson got homs sbout a month after the surrender, Prisoners are coming
home oonstantly. Susie Tompking talks like she will go out to carelina
& teach school for you nad ater 1€ you want her but will not walk far
as she is to delicate to stand & long walk I was thinking the ... house
fixed up would do right well She says she wlll teach your ohildren &
Uncle Lewis'ss if you prefer it & will pay enough to clothe her & will
hmhﬁmtba&wul&l&hﬁéh@aﬁﬁiﬁauif%i&%m@ I
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think she will make a splendid teachar if you think you can make arange-
ments to sult you. o

Woll Ma I dreamed night before last that I want home & asied you if
you had besn grambling because I had not come home any sooner & you said
no that you all had such a little there that you thought I was better off
here ' I thought perhaps there was some truth in it, but I am willing to
suffer with my parents, had rather suffer my self than to ses them suffer
but I hope you all are getting along fustrats I em very anxicus to know
what was burned & what was saved though I believe thers are many things }
gone that we will miss I imagine you have had the shelter planked up &
& chimney built to it for s kitohing & will have a chimnay put to the lume
ber house before winter I must tell you I have seen a Mr. Smundars fr
Kentucky a nephew of Aunt Becoa's that mﬁ&%mh@m o

riad union men from Tennessee & spoke o " .

any way Aunt Beocd married a Mr. Carter, dont know the name of
Almira's man Auwnt Nancie wenders if you Will feel like she did when you .
it. She says she folt like Aunt B was no longer her sister & couldn‘t

.

out tc mest her if she had come up in the yard just then Aunt Mat
up three wesks agoe but I did not sse her I saw uncle Jack earlier
the spring he was lockimg right well They are well at Unole Silases
 and the friends gensrally send their love to you 21l I imagine I
see that Hubert has grown some when I get back I would be so glad
a0e you all. I feel very anxiocus about all of you & hepe it will not
long before I get to mes yourmll I think now I will bs at hows by
firet of Sept. If you all have brother Rufusss funeral preached this
swmser I would be glad for you to put id off until I come howe I wild
Wy & coms time enough to have it ovar bafor cold weathsr. Thers are
many things I would like to write that I cant now think off I am very
absent minded more so than I use to be. I will close this & write to B.

& L. My best love to you all May God bless us & I bid you adieu with
& hope of seelng you all soon. :

i

BEoE
|

£55

' Ns F, Burrcughs
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APPENDIX B
DUNCANSWASHINGTON CORRESPONDENCE

The following letter wes written by Aca L. Duncan, Judge of the
Fourth Judioial District Court in Missoula, Hontana, on July 23, 1913.

Dr. Booker T, Washington,
© Tuskegee, Ala.

Dear Sirte

T have for a number of years thought of writing to you. I doubt. .
if you remember me though I am sure that I remember you when you and I :
were each small children. I have watched your course through life with
no littls interast and read your book up from Slavery. I lived ona
plantation a part of which joined the one onwhich you wers born, You
1ived on what we called the Old Burroughs place, I lived when I saw
you with my Orand father, Asa Holland, down the Turnpike bslow where
you and your people lived. You may prehape remember my grand father,
_Asa Holland. He was the post-master at the Hale's Pord post office dure
ing the civil war and for a long tims afterwards. The place Just oppo-
site, or nearly opposite where you were born was the place known ae the
Fergusen place. He was generally called (ld Oy Fargusonm. T recall him
as & man of rather low stature, florrid face, and was said to Da a very
hard master. I remocmber that he owned two slaves, one a very dark man
called Jorden, and another mulatto, I think named Dennis. The reason I
remsmber Jorden so well was that on one occasion in the winter, Jordan
had run away snd soms one found him in the barm of my grand father. It
was a cold snowey morning, and there was great excitement when they
found him. Mr. Farguson came and he was taken in to the post office and
a colored boy named Giles, who belonged to my Grand father went out thers
to see him, Oiles was much older than I and when I went out there they
had this poor fellow with a rope around his waiste. I was a very small .
shild five or six years old, and I remember that when I loocked in to the
room and saw the rope, I was so agitated, and freightened, that I wept
and tcld Glles to take me away. I never knew what becams of Jorden after
the emancipation. I think I recall seeing you several times and I will
mention the imcidents and would like to know if I am correct and if your
memory corrcborates my recollection. lMiss Ellza Burroughs about the '
close of the War taught school at my great Uncle's, Thomas Holland. She
used to ride horseback there to teach. I think she went on Monday Morne
ing and returned home on Friday afternoons, evenings as we call.it there.
And if T am not mistaken you used to go with her and take the horse back
home and go for her. Soms small colored boy did and I think it must have
been you. Then again, I think they sent you at times to the post office
in the yard of my Orand father on what we called "mail days" during the
war. :
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If T am not mistaken once you wers going to mill, the old grist mill,
that was then known as Forbes' Mill down nsar Staunton River, on a small
creek, however, and your sack of corn fell off. Of course it was impog~
sible for you to again get it on the horse and you came back te tha post
office to get moms one to put it back on the horse. My grand father sent
his nephew, Alexander Holland to put it up for you. ' '

I suppose that you are entirely too old now or wrather too young to
recall these little incidents and I should perhaps not remmsber them but
for the fact that for years I have heard and read of you with much inter-
est. For I can realise in some small way what you have done, the great
good you have done for your race and the people of this country by your
educational work. e )

My own 1ife has been a very hard one especially my boyhood days and
ny efforts to get an education. .

I was In Virginia about a ysar ago and my Aunt Anne Leitch Duncan,
who was Anne Leitch Holland, a daughter of Ass Holland whom I have men-
tioned above, told me of your visit there and of the little speech that
you when you want back there several years ago. It made a strong ime
pression one her I know for the reason that she gave me the vary idess
and seemed to have remembered nearly very ing that you said,

I sew one of my old playmates, & colored man, named James Holland.
he lives near where you lived when you were living thers. He lives out
on (ilis Creek on some land which I helped to buy a mumber of ysars ago.
The land balenged at one time to the Dillons, You may racall the name,

For ysars T have thought I would write you and learn if you remem.
bered any of these incidents. As we both came from the same neighbore
hood, and probably had soms acquaintances in common, I wished to learn if
you recalled any of the things, pecpls or incidents mentioned in this lote
ter. Tt has been so long ago that it is all like & dream to me.

If you feel like doing so I would be glad to have a reply to this,

Yours sincerely,
(signed) Asa L. Duncan

The reply ceme from John H. Washington on August 20, 1913

Judge Asa L. Duncan,
Missoula, Montana.

Dear Sirs: ,
¥y brother, Dr. Bocker T. Washington, sent me your letter of July
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23", written to him, and you cannot imagine how glad I was to have an ope
portunity of reading it, as 1t brought back to mymemory so many things
that happened in my childhood days. '

Many of the incidents menticned in your lstter refer to me, not my
brother, as I was thres and a half years older than he, and aam the one
who ususlly went around with the Misses Burrough, and also who want to
the mill and to the Postoffice, and drove the carriage to church and oth~
er places on Sunday. Perhaps my brother did go to some places with then.

T was born in 'S4 snd my brother being about ¥ years younger, you
can readily sse was not very cld. My HMother, with her three children,
Bookar, my sister Amanda, and myself balonged to the James Lamw:
ily, and were emancipated at the surrender and left Franklin County im
1865 for Weet Virginia, at a little town named Malden, near the capitol,
wggm we made cur homs until coming to Alabama to start this school in
1881,

In ordsr that you may know that I know about that section of the
country, and also many of the people mentioned in your lstter, I am golng
to take your valuable time in telling you & few things that I do ramembers

T could until & few years agoe c¢all the name of almost every family
that lived on the Rocky Mount and Iymchburg turmpike, frem Bord's store
in Bedford County up to ths Booth store in Franklin County. Booth's
store was located nmear Armstead tobacco factory. .

You spesak of Mr. Simon Ferguson, usually called "0id Cy", as being
a hard master, but you did not put it strong enough. He was & cruel mas«
ter and bad man, as I recall it.® I well remember the large nuaber of
slaves he cwned., The mulatto Dennis spoken of in your letter was a boy
considerably larger than I, and a tough one. He used to coms to our
house Sunday afterncens to play marbles with me. I usually had some
store bought marbles, but the most of my marbles were made of red clay
rolled out as nsarly round as I could make them and put in the ashes in
the fire place and baked hard. Demnis would play marbles with me until
nsarly dark on Sundays, then grab my store marbles and run. I might say
here, that in making or burning these clay marbles, I learmed that in
order to keep them from cracking while deing burned, it was necessary to
apply a very little heat at first, until they had dried out, and then
gradually increasing to a red heat. This lesson was of great valus to

*Laura Burroughs Holland verifies this judgment of Josiah Ferguson
in her lstter of Jamuary L, 1904 to Booker T. Washington., She objected
ﬁdfa:m.nrﬁm'a_pozf trayal mgr ;11.; uncls Monroe being whipped with a cow-

@ in The § (] Work, saying that her father only used
a ewiteh, " mva?'kn&;wm To use a cowhide, sven on his stock, but old
Mr, Silas Ferguson used one on his colored people, & when he got mad, his
cshildren often had to stop him from whipping them,"
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me in beginning to burn brick at our school.

The person ¢called Jordsn was named Jerry. I remamber the incident
mentioned in your letter when he was caught in Mr, Holland's barn after
‘being gone & year. In fact Jerry lived in the woods more than he lived
in the house, but he was very slus footed and whenever it elther snowed
or rained and he went out they usually could track him. ' \

Mr. Ferguson had one daughter, named Charlotte. She was considered
by all of the slsves owned by her father and the community generally as
baing an extraordinarily good lady, and took great interest in her slaves,
She married a man by the name of Mr, Garrett, which doubtlees you remen-
ber something sbout. -

My stepfathsr belonged to this Mr. Ferguson but never would live on
his place mo he used to hire him out during slavery to & man at the Salt
works in West Virginia. Just before West Virginia seceded from Virginia
he brought my stepfather baclk home and hired him out to the tobacco fac-
tory ia Lynchburgh, Va. ' o :

When Hunter made his raid in that part of Virginia, my stepfather
left with the Yankees and went bsck to West Virginia, where he was frese.
After the emancipation he sent a wagon to our home in Franklin County,
Virginia for my Mother and the three children. This accounts for our
bedng ralsed in West Virginia. \

Thare was another crusl man who did not live very far from your
Grandfather, by the nams of Mr. Benjamin Hatcher. He had a large tobac~
co store or factory, and a blackemith shop, and I used to take horses to
his shop every week, passing by your Grandfather’s. Mr. Hatcher's mother
was a sister of Mr. James Burrough. She had two daughters, named Misses
Pannie and Pattis. Rt

You doubtless remember Mr. Newmsn's old wagon and coffin shop, which
wag located between your Grandfather's and Mr. Ferguson's.

T used to drive the carriage on Sunday and sometimes in the weelk,
to take the ladies to the old Baptist church, which is located betweon
your Orandfather's and Mr. Hatcher's store. I remember being at the
church on the Sunday when the first Yankees, consisting of one company,
about 100 or more, came through that pection. When notlce was given out
{in that church that the Yankees were couing and the advance guard ape
peared coming down the road, the preacher pbtopped preaching and everybody
got down to praying. I never hsard so many people praying at one time
before or since then. The Yankees passad on by, and so far as I know
did not disturd anything in that ssotion, and did not even take any of
ths horses around that church, as was axpacted.

The Methodist church was located further down the road, below Mr,
Hatcher's store, near Mr. Meadows.
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I remember very distinctly the young man Giles spoken of in your
lettar. He used to be sent out by your Grandfather at times and we would
meet up together. As I remember it there was another Heolland lived on
the turnpike near the bridge on Stanton river. Also I remember Mr. Pows
els, who lived on the same turmpike. I am not certain but I think his
nams was Mr. Kit Powsls. He hsd a daughter namad Miss Famie.

- T think Mr. Tom Holland, who lived, as I remember it, out as you
turn blackwater, was related to the Burrough family. I remember also
the Dillons epcken of in your letter, Thera were two families of them
living on the plantation adjoining the Burrough plantation. (ne of them
#se named Mr, Bob Dillon and he had two sons. Thess sons shot one of
our horses bscause ha got in the cormn fisld on Gill's creek, and I never
- 1iked them sftar that,

(ne of the Hollanmds, though I am not certain he is related to your
Grandfather, masried Miss Laura Burrough. I correspond with Miss Laura
nows She is located a few miles out f:rm Badford City, Virginia, which
used to be called Liberty.

Imt&w person who was on the way to the mill when the sack éf corm
fell off the horse and some ons was sent from your (randfather's house to
p\n‘. it N

- I have naver basen bsck in that seotion of the country sinca I left
there in my childhood, though I have often wanted to travel the turnpike
from Rocky Mount over inte Bedford County.

A man by name, Mr. Ferdinand Price married Miss Iueinda Burrough.

The last I heard from hare she was living as a widow at Salem, Virginia.
One of the grandsons of one of the young Burroughs is now & very promi-
nent lawyer in New York city. My brother has meet him more than once.”
You knew that Mr, Jamss Burroughe had quite a large family, consisting
of seven boye and six girls (sic). Two of them were killed during the
war. Oills creek runs through the Burrough plantation, and T have had a
pleasant t:l.m in it, catehing fish and going in wading.

Several years ago, when I wae pent to inspect a school presided over
by one of ocur graduates near Christisnsburg, Va., T want up to Rocky
Mount and stayed all night with the iatention of going down to Burrough's
plantation, but at that time (411's cresk was up very high snd had washed
the bridge away. While in Rocky Hount I noticed by the paper that Mr.

Ban Hatcher was there that night attending court and I went to the hotel
to see him, but he was so thoroughly under the influence of strong drink
that I could not hold an intelligent conversation with him,

*smbrose Hammet Burroughs, son of James Benjamin Burroughs and,
from strong evidence cited by Jacqualine Jamas in her lottar of Ootober
28, 1968 to this writer, half brother of John Washington. o



I hope that you will at least find time to read this letter and
that somethings in it will be of intarest to you.

Should you at any time be in this section of the country I hope
that you will not fail to visit Tuskegee Instituta.

It might be well to state to you that & large nusber of colored peow
ple from that sestion of the ecuntry, belonging to the Wrights, Fergusoms,
Hatchers, Hollands and others, located in West Virgimia. At or near
Charleston, there was a man by the name of Pater Holland who lived in
that section, and also a man by name of Abner, who did the blacksmithing
at Hatcher's shon, He, with all his family lived in West Virginia until
he died.

To bs plain about the matter, Cy Ferguson had a number of children
by one of his slaves. Some of these ¢hildren are mow living at or near
Charleston, W. Virginia and doing well, and one of t.hem, a daughter, is
married and living in B:!.minghsm, Als

Vary truly,
(signed) John H. Washington

(These letters are from Container 93k, Booker T. Hnshington Papsm,
Library of Congress.)
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