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I. TWTRODUCTION

In order to accurately develop the living historical farm concept
at Booker T, Washington National Monumant, it is essential that we dise
covor as much as possible about mid-ninteenth century agricultural prace
tice as it would have baen applied on the Burroughs plantation. The
purpose of this study is no!ﬁ to compile an academic body of agricultural
history data, but to collec'bA praétical farming information which will ba
useful in recreating the plgntation's operation today. We are concernad
with specifics: What did they raise ﬁere? How did they raise 1t7? What
did they do with it?

We are particularly fortunate to have two décuments: the 1860 Cen=
sus of Franklin County (Schedule Lt Productions of Agriculture), which
tells us the general kinds and quantities of crops and livestock raised
by Jémes Burroughs during one ysar, and the plantation inventory, liste
ing the farm implements and other personal property (including slaves)
of Burroughs upon his death in 1861, While other crops may possibly
have been raised on the plantation in other ysars and other implements
p used, we ars safe in sticking pretty much to the items listed in thege
documents in our research. They are highly valﬁable starting points.

Beydnd here, matters rapidly become less éut-and-dried, less cere
tain. Nothing has been found to tell us exactly how farming was cone
ducted on this particular plantation, in this particular commmity, or

‘



aven in this particular county during the partioular ysars the Burroughe
family and their slaves farmed this land. Thus, most of the conclusions
we will attempt to make about agricultural practice on ths Burroughs
plantation will necessarily be arrived at through deduction from a study
of sources relating to the general area of middle and Piedmont Virginia
in’ the general pgrléd of tho mid-ninteenth century. This is not entire-
1y unfortunate, for a secondary purpose of t.hié living historical farm
(beyond 1ts relationship with Booker T. Washington) is to portray a typ-
1eal Piedaxont tobaoco plantation as a chaotar in our agricultural and

social hiatory.

A survey of agricultural publications and journals of this period,
including tho Farmor's Reglster, the Southern Planter, and the writings

of Bdmmnd Ruffin, indicates thit many were very much interested in exe
perimentation, "scientific" ﬁm::mg,' and the nswest and most improved
mathods of operation. Howsver, a list of nswspapers and parioc}icals re-
ceivaed at the backeocountry Hales Ford Post Office in. 1861 contains no
ggrioultural jonrnals or simiiar items which might have 'kep'c. the local

. farmers up with the latest practices. Desplte numerous advances in farm
| machinery, Gray states that "the great majority of small farmers and,

| indeed, many of the mﬂ.ddle-clasa planters were vary slow to adopt ime
proved implemants.*! The :Lmlements listed in the plantation invantory,
comparsd with those discussed in contemporary journals, dofinitely bear

Yewis C. Gray, Hlsto: of Anricultru'e in the Southern United States
to 1860 (Washington, 1933),




this out in the cass of the Burroughs. In arriving at plausible conclu-
sions about methods the Burroughs may have used to grow their crops, we
will assums that they were not in the front ranks of agriocultural reform.



", T1. THE BURROUGHS FLANTATION: AV OVERVIEW

In 1350, Jamoes Burroughs puréhésed 177 acres .‘c't land nc.ar Ha.],eg

Ford, Franklin comtj, Virg:lnia.' Four goars. ]éter he added an;'other ‘
th:!rty acres, completing the 207 ‘aere plantation upon which Booker '1‘.'
' Hashinr’ton lived in slavery. James died in 1861, and h:.s widow and
remaining childran continued . on the land until somtime between 1865

o a.nd 1870. Our primary concern is with the years 1856 to 1865eeths

' yaara of Washinzten's birth and early boyhood on the Burroughs plantae -

tion.

The 1860 Census lists the followj.ng data concemi.ng the Burroughs
plantation and its producticns dm-:l.nc ’c.he year ending Juna 1, 1860:

Improved lande o 107 acres
. Unimprovedlmd 100 acras
. Cssh value of land: $3105

" Value of farning implements and ma.chjnerys $75 |

Livestock, June 1, 18603 L horses
o k milch cows.
S othar cattle.
12 shecp
. 16 swins .

S ‘ (No asses, mnlas, or working oxen. )
Cash value of livestock: $535 ~ ~
Value of animals slaughtereds $120°

Cropss 2000 lb. tobacco :
' 450 bu. Indian corn .
250 bu. wheat o
. 100 Bbu. oats
20 bu. sweet potatoes
5 bu. Irish potatoes
30 1b. wool

21360 Census, Schedule h: Productions of' Agriculture, Northeast ‘
Div:leion, Franklin County, Va., p. 4i5.
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1 bu. peas and beans

75 1b. butter

10 1b, flax

2 bu, flax seed

(Yo rye, rice, gimned cotion, barley, bnckwoeab, orchard proe

ducts, wine, market gardsn produce, cheese, hay, clover secd, 3rass
seed, hcpae, hemp, silk, maple sugar, cane sugar, molasses, bseswax,
or honey-ethase columms left blank on the Census fornm.)

A crop not raised on the Burroughs plantation in 1860 but which was
raised during the war years was sorghmﬁ cane, The cane was gensrally
used as fead for stock and the syrup to supplemant the diot of slaves.’
‘Washington recalled that during the war "a kind of black molassec was
usod instead of osuzar, ® and that his greatest troat as a slave was the

. weekly offering of molasses from the "big house."

The Census placad Burroughs.in sbout the middle of the local farmers
in tems' of improved acraage, value of land, and production of tobaccoee
the universal cach crop of the region. In ths past, we have often spoken
of the Burroughs plantation as being a particularly suall ons, It was a
small one, but not so small as it appears uhen improperly conpared to the
Deep South cotton, cane, and rice domains frequently assoclated with the
torm "plantation.! Cf the Southern staples, tobacco was most charactar-
istically produced on small units; This was determined by the limited
- acreage which on» hand could cultivate, the closé supai*vision raquired
for such Intensive cultivation, and the hizh value of the yleld per acre.
A good hand could effect;ively cultivats no mors than tuo‘or thrae acres

of tobacco (comvared with eight to ten of cotton), at an average yleld

-3@ray, II, 629,



of 6€0 pounds per acre. The typical plantation in the VirginiaeHorth
Carolina tobacco district contained only five and a half acres in tobace
co, vhich raquirad the work §f twe hands.s Since the Bﬁrrou,.ghs had two
adult malz f:leldhanda'ip 1861 and produced 2000 pounds of tobaeco the
year bafore, elther ‘their acreaga or their yield during the Censue veaxy
was something less than tbe o *all averags, though not so nmch 80 aa to
make then unuswally small. Probably they had between three and five .

aeres in tobacco.

The two crops next in prominence on the Burroughs plantation wers
corn and whoat. Gray otates that in pledmont areas, good farmers made
from thirtyefive to fifty bushels of corn per acre.6 Assuming Burroughs
to have been on the low sido, he nust have ralsed tan to thirtesn acree

of corn in tho Ceneus year. Wh3at probably yieldsd somathing under {ife

'teen bushels per acra,7 so Burroughs likely planted somewhere between

t.wanty‘and twentyefive acres in wheat.

Swzet potatocs were an important subeistence crop, Loth for the
slaves and as a supplement for corn in Tfattening stock. Washington's
recollaction in Up From Slavery about how hz would “often come into

sepht C. Robert, The Tobacco Einpdem: Plantation, Market, and
Factory ,£ in Virginia and North Carolina, 1800-1350 (Durham, 1538), pp. 17
o » 90

SGClensnt Zaton, A History of the Uld South (New York, 19k9), p. 232.
611, 815-516.
T1bid., p. 820,




i:casesaion of 'one or two" illustrates thelr significance in his youngz
life. 4n acre ordinarily yiolded 'from 100 to 20D bushels of swsat pee
ta;toes ,8 so Burroughs rmst have had betwasn one«fifth and onsetenth of
an acro in thie erop. |
|

In racreating a portion of the Burronghs plantation as a iiv:ing
- historical fara, it would be impractical to sitemnt to grow t’ae sam3
qQuantities of urops originally plant2d by the Burroughs. The mirnose
of deteriining the acreagses dsvoted o soms of t.he principal crohs is
simply to jaiwn an idea of the rzlativo amount of space conswiad bbr each.
Ix} ‘thls way ws will not end up with a d:.sproportionai;e allotman‘li; o\g
land occupied by any cne ciop, ‘and should ha able to give a fai;il.;f‘ac:-

curato (though scaled down) reprosentation of the way things nez;.e.

8gray, 1T, 827.



TIT. TOBACCO

A. Varieties. Tobacco was the eash crop on the Burrouchs plantoe-
tion, as it was throughout central Virginia and ﬁorbhern North Carolina
in 1560. Ry this timo, "brighty tcb‘aécn hrd heen discqvared and was hHee
ing grown ot th2 thin, sandy, graylsh ¢ :ell oun’t.y,' Horth Care
olina and Sittsylvania County, Virgioiozg bnt 1t wac limited to tﬁose two
counties until after the Civil I'Jar.9 Bven thon, bright tobacco cultura
naver gnpredld inty northern .I*‘ran}clin Sounty, where the heaiy clayay soll:
was mora suitable for the dark leaf vé.rie'by..'(’ Therefore, the Burrovzhs
- would havz raised dark tobacco, prcbably one of the Qronoko or Pryor

- strainsesthe iwo most common for manui‘actvring."

B, Sowing. The tiny tobacco s3ed could not be sown directly in
the field, but had to be 1laid in a careﬂﬁ?.y prepéfed plant bsd. The
site 'f‘or the bad was normally chosen on virgin 8511 on a sunny slopa,
aften cleared out of the wonds, prefarably n2ar a stroan for ease in wawe
taring. The preferred soil was frash loam with a slight aixturs of sand,
Sevaral beds in different locations ‘prou'ided a degres of insurance in

‘ case ona proved unsuccessfuls A total of €00 to 1000 square yards would

9Robcrt, Tobacco Kingdom, pe 495 Milton Yhitnay and Marcus L. floyd,
"Growth of the Tobacco industry," Yearbook of the U. S, % t of
griculture, 1899 (Nash:l.ngton, 1900), v. L30.

10¢harlas W, Iiooney et al., "Soil Survey of the Redford Area, Vire

ginla," Rev)ort on Field Oo arations of thes Buraau of Soils (Washinzton,
1901), ne 2443 W, W, Garner et al., "History and status of Tobacco Cule

ture," U, S. De artment of A7ricultuve Iearboo‘t, 2 (Washington, 1923),
pre WO hio. ESom) bri—Et Tobacoo 1o grown In this area today.)

Ygpay, 171, 769-



- be nseded for an eventual five acrz tobacco lot. 12

Iii Jamory, february, or early Liarch tha beds wure readied for e
Seed. Parallel nolss wers laid down tuo Lo four feet apart for skids.
Theu wood was piled on and burned over each arsa for an hour or s¢ bee
fors baing nulled with long hooksd pole: to other parts of tﬁe bed.

This wae done 4o kill any cmnpating s2zde or sprouts in ths earth, though
somd believed the fire also served as a fertilizor. Aftay the barning,
a "breaking plow" was sometimes usad to tear up ihe blackenad area, Lole

lowed by tha pulvorizing action of tho grudbing hos, '3

The sowing itself érobably took place near the first of March, ¥
Fou.r tablespoons of the seed were enouvgh for a hundrad square yards of
plant bads To facilit.ate even distrioution, the sssd was mixed with
sand, ashss, plaster of paris, or scuz othor substance. Aftsr sowing,
the seeds were lightly coated with i‘:l.noly preparad soil, and the bad
patted down with a beard or trod. underioot by the slaves. Thon a'strong ‘
fortilizer was applied as a top dressln mans (a commercial nitrats),
plaster, and henhouse’ or .-.nable manura were anong those usad. F‘inallv,

. rows of bushes or brush wera laid on the bad to protect against froat,
| arranged so that the sun could filter through during ﬁle warm hours of

" 12 .
Robert“ Pohazco Ki nf;dom, pe. 333 E, N, Berkeley, Wiy Is Virpinia
Poor? (Richmond, 16857, Pe 226 : Lzl

Yocbert, Tobacco fobacco Kingdon, pp. 33-3l5 Berkeley, p. 23.

N
Andray bteinmetz Tobaccos Its Hist Cultivation, Manufacture
and Adultoraticns (Londen; TBET), pedis b ———cas.on, famigoturs




the day.‘s (a2 cloth in use today for tais jurpose was not uced until
near the end of the czcant.a,u'.s,'.)"6 The brush was removed when the time for

frost was »ast and the plants had apywared.

© Unusually drj weather requirsd artifleial vatering of the plant baod,
ofton with a backat brigads froa 2 nzachy shrean. Thia was. aigo the pa-
riod when s “£17," now known as the tobacco flea beotle, hit the young
plants. The ueval remedy Was_to sprinkle the bad with ashes or newlye

9laked ii.m . 17

G. Zransplanting. The fiald to bs planted in tobacco, if new land,

had %5 b3 clearad, raked, plowed, and parhaps grubbed by hand. The Bure
‘roughs would have used thair grubbing hoss harve, é.nd then their hill:ing.
ho33 ¢> raiss a mound fér eaéh plant. Planting in hills wes done to keen
tha plants froa "drowning' {thoush sonz claimed this was mnecassary).w
The‘hillihg' hos had a large blade, six fo eizht ianches by ten to twslve
inches. Iks uzer chopved up the sarvh with it, then placed bis foob
where the hill wog t‘oJ go and usad the hoa %o pils up earth around his
leg nearly o the kazs. Than he withdrew his'leg aﬁd gava the nouad a

pat with ths fiat of his ﬁoa.19 The hills in a row averaged from thres

155’«:>be2:'t;, Tehacco Kixi;rdo:n, p. 3bs Gray, II, 775; Barkaley, Pe 23,
8;‘>J°5®h C. Robert, The Stery of Tebacco In America (New York, 1949),
p.. 1 . N ’ )

Woray, 11, 775,

‘%arkeley » Pe 2k

1’}3. Re Billings, Tobacco: Its History, Varioties, culturc, Manue

10



to thrze and 2 half feot apart, with a bit nore space batwasn rows in
order that tha plow might bo used as loag as possiblo. Betweon four and

five thousand hills wers madz por acre; nlanters coemacaly rofevved io

20

their cron as so many thousand nlants, rather than so many acras.

If 1t ware nob naw land, the tobacan £3i21d wuas fertilized, zeusrale

1y with plaster or guano. (Cattle panuing on tobacce zround had baen

iﬁried, but was found to produca an infarier 1eal‘.)2‘

The transplanting, caliéd *pitching,” came in May or Juusz, when
sufficient rain had fallen to reduce the g'ianger' to .the‘planta.

Ween the rain -came, all available hands rmst work at the tramsplante
iny. A Some drew the plants cerafully from their b=dsi others carried
them in baskets through the fields, dromying one et each hillj and
the rest of the gang set them in the ground, meking a little hole

in the hill, inserting the rocts of the seedlings and lightly packe
inz ths myd around them, The return of dry weathor would sucpend
this work, and call for geatle seraping of the hills to break the
cruste of mud. Another rain and anothar wonld brinz transplaatin:
agein, including ths replacement of dead plants in the provicas
plantings.2 . . Coo

D. COultivation. Wasn the roots of +aa "oltch2d" plants took firm

hold, the tobaceo zot its first working, knowm ac the "wzeding ont" or

facturs end Comasrcs (Hartford, 1875), pp. h31eh32. Billings saye that
11e wara Yinta=" made by cronpseplowing, so the Burroughs nay have
tried the nower method if it were practiced by their time.

aofzobart, Tobacco Kinadoa, pe 35.
211bid., po. 30=31. .

o) o ~
““U. B, Phillips, Life and Labov in the Old South (Bostan, 1935),
Ne 1120

L)



teriming dowa." Flow and‘hoa ware used alnost continuously from now on,
and the Burroughs may have supnlemented these implements with their
harrow. 23 ‘

“Pfinﬁng"--ramoviﬁg severai' of the bottom leaves made dirty and
bruised fron workinge-was a subject for debate, some claiming that these
leaves .took nourislm‘eﬁt fram ths better portion of tho plant, others
claining that this timeeconsuming practice bled the plant. The Bure
roughs may have nrimed Juat bafora the whole plam: was ready for cutting,

selling the stripped-off leavos as'luss,"

"Topping! was déne ebout six wweks after transplanting, in order
to keep the plants from going to seed and to allow fuller development
of the remaining leavesA. AT'he top of the plant was pinched off By spe-
ciall;,' trainsd slaves when it beaan to bud, usually with eight or ten
leaves allowed to remin A contemporary writer stated that twelve
leaves should be loft at the. most.zh For chewing tobacco such ag the
Burroughs produced, the plant was often topped higher, sometimss to as

many as sixteen leaves.25

'Follouing topping, the plant sends out sprouts called "euc!cera'i

f;'an the ;junctioné of leaves and stalk. These must be ramoved before

23pobert, Tobacco Kingdem > Pe 36.
al‘Steinmeta, ps 33.
%nobart, Tobacco Kingdo, pe 37

12



. they.sap the nutriment from the leaves. Next came the frequent task of
- uorrdnge~the battle against the green horn worn. Their several one
slaughts were called "gluts," and every plant had %o be emi;ned for
them. Turksys were often called into the ield to aid in the kill.

| Enemies against which the planter was defenseless (and which thers-
fore will require no action beyond description in our living historical
farn) vere discase, flood, drpﬁght, wind, and hail, Leaf diseasss were
genarally called "firing." The threat of an early frost might force
harvest before the leaf was entirely ripe, and an unexpected frost would
ruin the whole crops . The dahgar of frost was particularly gréat if a
spring drought had dslayed transplanting. |

%. Harvesting and Curing, When the leaves were ripee-normally in
late August or early September--the plant stalk was 8plit down verticale

1y with a knife, and the stalk then cut”off near the ground below the
split. Usually several cuttings were necessary in each field, as the
plants would vary in ripeness. Tho cut plants were left in the field
until they had wilted to the point where they could be mave& without
breaking. They were“ then hung by their splits upside dowa on sticks,
or laths, and the laths were placed across poles in the tobacco barns..
(In soms sactions, the plants were first left on outside scaffolds ox-
posed to. the sun and air for several days, but this was probably not
done in this area. )26 '

2630bert, Tobacco ingdom, p. 38..

13



Three main types of curing were practiced in the 18507s and 13600y
aip, firzeshoth with wood and charcoal, and flue. In determining the
methed used on the Burroughs plantaticn, we ﬁay‘dismisa alr curing,
which in Virginia wes centerod around Loulsa County,?? and flue curing,
which was not widely adopted until after the Civil War and evén thon
was done chiefly in the bright tobacce regian.as (There was no evidencs
of fires on tho remeins of the original Burvoughs barns.) Fire curing
was by far ths most common method in the daik tobacco area of middle
Virginia.?g’ So ths Burroughs would have cured their tobacco with firge-
and, almest cortainly, with wood fire. '

Sinee we hove itmg interpr-eted the curing here as having bien. done .
" with charcosl (and since a char'coal-:'aa‘al-::'.ng exhibit 19 currently planged
for the livinz historical fém) » Sone avplansiion of this conclusion is
obvicusiy in ordsr. Gha.':;coal was indead usad for curing tdbacco at this
tine, but to a much lessar extent. ‘hmerons sccounts, both coniemporary
and later, discuss fire curiné only as baing done with wood 0 Others,
by their feilure to mention the type of fusl in firing, may be assumed
%o b desoribing wood curings the use of charcoal would probably bo

2Tqobart, Tobacco Kingdom, p. LO.

#Ibid., pe 463 Garner, p. 408s Whitney, pe 4295 The Tobacco Insti-
tuts, VIrginie and Tobacco (Washington, 1960), p. 26.

2961‘33.9 ng 777'

sse Robert L. DaCein, IHetory and Cultivation of Cotbon and Toe
bacco (London, 1864), p. 283; Tirs. li. D, Handy, "On the Tobacco Plantaw-
tIon" (Article at Iynchburg Public Library, n.d. but betwoen 1865«1369)
P 652;#. M, and J. Ferguson, All About Tobacco (Colomho, Caylon, 18895,
PDe 0= 90

1L



- speeified if 1t wore used.31 When charcoal was _employed, it was almost
.excluszvely for curing bright tobacco in tha nariod before fluss camz
into common uce (brizht tobacco requ:lr:.ng a mnimum of s.noka).B‘? A pair
of letters to the Southern Planter also recomended the use of charcoal
in curinz for its strong regular heat, absence of smoke smell or taste
impartad to ths tobacco (though others desire ed this), aud safety in the
barn; but the suzgestions themsslvee indicate that curing with charcoal

' Wwas nob common oractioe 33

Por thelr fire curing, the Burronghs would have selecfed oak, hicke
ory, or other hard, dry woods that bﬁrned sléouwly and smoked little.jh
3»

€14 sturpn, rotten wood, and bark were sometimss useds The plants

Here fi.x;st alloved to yellow in the barn; then small fivas were staricd
on the dirt floow and kept burning with a gradual i@creé.se of ‘heat over
"a period of days. One writer made tho.fla‘t statement of ton days ,36 bat

the length of time for firing varied wit_h the individual i‘armar and the .

31Berkeley, P. 293 Fergnsnn, ppe 29, 1633 Jeorge T. McWess ot sl.,
nImprovement of Virginia FireeCured Tohacco," Burean of Soils Bulletin
Ho. U6 (Washington, 1907), PPDe. 37-38.

32southern Planter, XIx (1859), U923 B, W. Arnold, Jr., History of
the Tobacto INdustry in Virginia from 1860 to 189k (Baltimore, R
P Ol waltney, De E29, Garnar, p. L09; lamiie May Tilley, The Bri
Tobacco Industry, 1360-1929 (Chapel Hill, K. C., 1948), np..gf-ﬁ s Cle
EE; V‘Eg::ﬁ § Tobacco, pe 26

33southem Planter, IIT (1843), 230; I (1353), 568.
ineotn, p. 283; Hendy, p. €53

3SI'ergo.n.;on, PP« 18-19; Interview with Grover Robertaon, Decenbar 1964,
36Berkei!.ey, Pe 29,

15



weather, high hunidity requiring a greater application of heat. During
particularly damp days throughout the fall and early winter, the fires
‘would have to be rekindled.

F, Strikine and Marketing. - The curing process made the leaves too'
brittle for further handling, aﬁd they were not normally taken down, or
~ Ugtruck," wntil after a wat day the followingépring, when they had come
in proper "case," i.e;,: had absorbed enough moisture to be handled withe
out breaking. Then the laths were lifted doim, and the plants removed
and bulked in plles to retain their moisture during the slow stripping

- process. Tho leaves were usually stripped from the stalks during rainy

days when ocutside work was impossible, and were eimultansously eorted
into three or more different qualities. In parforming this operation,
the slaves sometimes used lard or grease to koep their fingers from bee

=4 The sorted lsaves wore bound into small bundles or

coming gumy.
"hands® of from four to six leaves each,38 and  then might be piled in

bulk again to awalt packing or "prizing" into hogshsads.

‘The hogshead, equipped for z;olling tobacco to market‘ drawn by horse
or mile, ha~ been a key ingredienﬁ in the interpretatioﬁ of the Burroughs
plantation since the monumont was opened to the public. Unfortunately,
the Burroughs never used this picturesque conveyance, at least during
the period of our concern. In 1852, Sammel Mordscai had alrsady placed

3southern Planter, XX (1860), Lo, 89.
33Robert, Tobacco Kingdom, p. 47.
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tobacco rolling in the category of ancient history:
The primitive mode of bringing tobacco tc market was curious: road
wagons were scarce, roads bad, and transportation high. Ths hozs-
head of tobacco was actually rolled to market on 1ts own periphery,
Through md and mire and strean.
He continued by describing the mothod in which the hogshead had besen
rigged for rolling--all in the past tence to an unfamiliar audiance.39
Robert states that "by the first of the ninoteeuth century, when finer
distinctions in quality were evidenced, buyers showaed marked objections
to rolled tobacco. As a result, the colorful practice of rolling, widee
spread tho last of the eighteenth century, rapidly dwindled....e® 1
book of 1859 says that tobacco was rollsd "fifty years ago."m An il
lustration of tobacso rolling in an article published just after the
Civil War 19 captioned "Manmer of carrying tobacco to market forty years
ago.""‘2 Phillins remarks that tobaccn rolling was done "when wagons
wars few"w--certainly not the case .wit'.h the Burrougbs, who had threas

wagons in 1861.

Not only did the Burroughs not roll their tobacco to market in
hogsheads, they did not use hogsheads for their tobacco at all. With

the oxpansion of tobaccoe manufacturinz into the country districts, the

3outhomn Planter, XIT (1352), 36l.

K0p5pa0co Kinzdom, p. She

mF. We Fairnolt, Tobacco: Itse History and Assoclations (Loadon,
1859), Do 302, :

l’aﬂandy, pe 655.
b3p, 13,
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plantors within easy diatance could deliver their tobacco léose to these
manufacturers without the prizin§ reqaired for compactnzss and preserva-
tion on long distance shipmants.l'h "Small manufacturers in ceriain sece
tions, like Henry County and its neighbors, in the 1340 s( e.nd 18501 s
took virtually alil of the leaf gfown arvound them, buying it loose and
s_elling much or the manufactured product in the Southern and Western

hs

back country, " In 1850 thers wers five tobacco factories in Franklin
County (2 neighbor of Henry), and by 1360 there were five factories in
the local 4ill's Cresk District of the county, one of which was only
two and a half miles from the Burroupghs plantation.hé The Burroughs une
. doubtedly carried their tobacco loose to thess factories by wagon, (A
final note cn the snbjécts no tobacco hogsheads appear on the blanta-

tlon inventory. )l‘7

G. Hanufacturing. Ths local factorles, like ninetyeeight porcent
" of the tobacco factories of Virginia and North Carolina in 1860,,"'3

l‘thbert-, Tchacce Kiagdon, p. 102.

Bmid., p. 176.

. h61850 and 1860 Censuses, Schedule S: Droducts of Industry, Northe
" east Division, franklin County, Va. '

Li Petexr and Grover Robertson recalled that a "prige trae" (into which
a lever was inserted for packing tobacco into hogsheads) stood on tho plane
tation during thair early years hers aromnd tha turn of the century. From
this it was assumad that the Burroughs usad hogsheads. Actually, thic
prize tree must have been used by the tenants who interuittently farasd
the land between 1870 and 1890: the local tobacco factories all disape
peared bafors and during this period, and the farmers would have had to
prizs their tobacco for more distant shipment. - '

l‘SRobart, Pobacco Kinggom,' p. 170.
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. manufactured plug and tulst cheﬁng 'tob'acéo. The majority of thie prod-
uct was praparad fron low-grads a.nd average tobacooh9~-avidence that the .
’ Burroughs probably toppad thair plsnt.s h.,gh and wore not exceseivaly
concemed with a prime-quality leat.

While bayond the gcope of thei living historigal farm, a brief doe
) script:lon' of tha manufacturing proecess may be in drder, especially sinze

it was couducted o close by within the cormmnity. S].aves were aired

‘- from their ownars by the factories to perform this seasonal 19.bor. The

four basic operations wore as fOllQWo.s 0
1 g_ge_vga_nh. After moistenim* the leaves to make them pliabla,

the stemmers ripped the mid-vein from each 1«=af, a.fter which ths 1eaves
wors again driad. 'The atems were uscd in ths mamfact.ure of snuff--a
‘fading byeproduct by 1860, 4 -

.. ior%; Dippers %aked the sﬁemad leaves in a black,
syrupy compound of licerice and augar, then placed them in the opan air
. to dry "'I’o obtain a final bouquet the far'torymaster prepared a3 fra- ‘
 grant. concoction of rmn, sweet oll, and sundry spices, which some chosen
._ worker sprinkled on tha leaves."51 Flavoring. formulas varied wi’t.h the

. mmu.f.‘acturer.

W9Robert, Tobacco Kingdom, p. 1k o
50 From Robert, The Stog of Pobacco In America, pp. 83-85. .'

AS"]’bid., p. ah.
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3. Iumpmakin i3 I,umumakers, seatad at benches, moldad the fla-
vored leaves into recta.nmlar plugs of a Pixed size and wranped each in

' a choicc unflavored leaf. Trimuing lnivee and\scales wers used to ine

.aure corract weightefrom a :t‘eu' oimcea to over a pound, depending' upon
the brand. To make tm.sts instead of plugs, workers fashioned the leaves 4
into the standard chewina tuist. -

L. 25 Aftar the pluzs wers :Lnspected, they wors ready

to be pmssed. . "Prizers or scro"mnen, as strong as- the lnmpet'a wnre nim-

‘ble, ‘placed tha 1umpe in mlti-\dividad woodeti 'shapes, ' or pattem-boxee

and, . neavinw and chanting as thay work@d, swung glant m.ngscrew presses
with tramendous 1:maot, forcim the plu 35 into proper ehape and firnness."52

Tho Py were then packed im.o bozaa and- shipped to market., fm
salc. A look through the Mchb ot ginia.n nawspaper of the 1850'3

- reveals ‘many comlsslon morchan t8 advertising for the rece:.pt of naie

- factured uObSGCO and other produce--likely markets for the production of
the local tobacf'o factories ‘around the Bnrroug,hs plantatlon.

Szaobert, The ggo_xz of Tobacco America, P. 85.
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. IV, SUBSISTENCS CROPS AMD LIVESTOCK

A. Corn.: Com was-an :I.mportant crop on the Burrou.ghs plantatlon,
serving as a source of rood .for maater, slave, and liveatock. Whita
. corn waa the preferred type in the South, the two ma:i.n varietiea being
"gourd soed" and f:unt.53 | ’ '

‘

“‘he ditor of the Southem Planter nressnted an essay ofi cora cul-

" ture in 38595!‘ which, for reasons mentioned earlie‘ ’ probably described

a mor2 advanced state. of prac‘bice than that reachad by the Burroughs.

- (Many of thoss w20 did race:l.ve thie publicat:.on conld not hava ‘follaiwed
| t}ue .exact prooedures 11‘ they a:Ll did, there would hava been no point
in the editor expounding his views on the aubJect.) Neverthelese, the
essay is the best. aoprox:lmauon we. have at prosent of the way corn was
raised on the Burroughs plantat:.on, with further aas:.stance supphed
fby Gray.55

‘ 't. Planting, ‘Ihe Southern Plantor reco:mnended that the corne
field be plowed in the uinter, a.fter tha f:l.rst freeze and thaw, In

' heavy clay aoil, the famsr wad advised to plow no deeper than six inches.

It vas frequent practice to plant tho corn ‘-'to‘o early, bafore the <

. 53Gray, II, B15...
Sbxrx, 258264,
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corng

soil becams warm 'enaugh.‘ Somz tried planting in early April, But the ,

. first ten days in May were preferable. The proper time was thought by

nany to be wien the do'rwood waa 1n full blocm, and this obnously de= -
pandad upon the weather and the locality. '

Thf-* oouthr-m Planter atated that the bost method of planting corn’

was drillinv :'.t in TowWs. 'I'here was mcreasin., rec«agnit.ion of - the desir-.

- ability of usin'v plenty o.f.‘ seed, and dﬂuend:lnﬂ upcn thiming to raduce

the crop to a2 stands

_(ne for the blackbird, !
ne for the.crow, :
Ons for the cutworm

© and two to. grow.56

‘The numdar of stalks left to the hill varied from one to three, acéord=
- ing to the fertility of the land and the distances of planting, ‘ ‘

ertilizi__ng Fertilizina corn was more comuon than in the
case of any other-crop except tobacco. The Sonthem Planter. recommanded

_tho use of plaster of paris ’ applied in either of three ways:

Half mixed with ashes and dropned 1n the mu w:lth the

" corn; the remaindar sowed broadcaat at the last plou'lng

b. A1l mixed w:l.th ashes and droppod in the hill with the

c. All sowed breadcast.

‘Gray statses that barnyard manure was generally applied to the hill or

565ray, II, 81k.
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drill, and that peas were planted in a furrow near the corn row or

broadcast at the last plowing.

3. Gultimtio’r;.. The Soutliem ?lantei' suzgested that the farme
er go over .the field with a “common triangular'harrow, 1 rgaoving t;ha
front and rear teeth so0.as not to disturb the corn, Next, the use of a

‘doubls chovel plow was recommended, twice to the row, followad by one
ﬁsé of a cultivator. The corn should be gone over at least once with a
hos, and an effort should be made o keap the surface level. The fleld
should be worked as often as time and weather would allow, wlth siore
working duriag dry periods. Many farmers believed in ons deep cultivae
tion in the varly stages of the crop, followed by shallow cultivation
thereaftef. | |

4. Harveét. Although thera were protests égainst ,the‘ practice,
. it appears that the Burroughs were among those who pulled the blades from
_ the cornstalk prior to harvest for use as. foclder.57 '

In areas where fodder was pulled there were several methods for the
subsequent harvesting. Same snapped the ears fron standing stalks,
and eithor shucked them at the time or hauled them unshucked to the
crib; othere cut the shalks and shocked them, subsaquently shucking
the sars; still othggs hauled the stalks to the barn and carried on -
the shucking thara. . .

The Southern Planter stated that the shocks of cut corn should ba bound

tightly around their tops with a band of rya stréw,_ white oak split, or

57S2e item in inventory: "1 Lot blade fodder.®
58gray, II, 815, |
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wisp of ‘fox taill

Some farmers aelected seed tor the naxt year s crop from the double-

- 9ared stalku in the f:.eld. The uouthern Planter advi_sed against this,

~ hoting that the double-eared"pla.uts wersa em.ller and could not bs planted
8o ¢closd together. In their view, iL was smpler to select the seed in
the crib during the winter.

The old method of shelling the corn by beating it cut with long
- poles on scaffolds made of rails' was st1ll widespread‘. Patent corn shele
" lers were ccmnw into- ‘use, bat the Burrou,,ha 1nventory doos not. liah ona.

" Many ground the corn and oobs together for ieeding purposes.

B. Wheat and Gats. "ieat had nons of tobaceco's mmagum, for
';i;t raquired 1ess attention than any other erop in our list," says Phile
’ 1ips.59 " wag, and :I.s s merely seeded and harvaated with no work whate
ever damanded in the :mtarim. " The main problem cams in dealing with

vanous insects and diseases: ths Hes ian fly, the Jomtworm, amt, and

.. Tust. To prevent snmt it was suggested that the seod be soaked for six.

to eibht houz's in strong brme, then dried in newly-slaked lime. 60 How'-
evar, most farmers Just clea.ned out the sead and aoaed :I.i'...é1 Iﬁ.nter

wheat was chiafly grown, both whlts and red bearded and nonbearded.

599. 127. L
6°South'em Piaﬁter,' IX (18L9) ," 197.
6111d., X (1830), 35k,




Rust and the ravages of ths fly led to the introduction of many new fors
eign varietiese Popnlér typos ware the "purple straw,"” "red ﬁagrded, "

and white "turkey wneat.""?

1.. Sowinaﬂ Whéat vas normelly sown in Oc,i'.ober, on land ‘just

' .harveated in corn or. t.obacco. The no3 progressive £amars praparad

the soil m.th ulow and han-ow, but the Barrougha were probably among

: the @8Ny who aowad the seed broadcast mthout praparation. ' Som. cwered
with the plow, while others used'g ha.rrosjt. Small quantitiss, o:ten not -
- over thres-guarters of a bushéiq wers ;.sozm.63 | ’ S

2. ﬁarvaét. In Juna » the Burroughs would have used their crae

‘dlos to harvast their vheat. “Agricultural reformors attempted to ine
duce Virginia farmers to abandon the practice of having . the cradler 'ha.n-
' dlé' the whaat as it was cutw~that is, catch the wheat in the loft hand

"o . . with sach swesp of: the cradle--and mwed the adopt.i.on of the Northom

) mthod of laying ;Lt in a svath, to be gathersd up by the rakers and bind-'
ers," says Gray,a‘ the Burroughs probablr did it the old WaFe The cra. .
'd..er averaged two and a hal:t aoras per day. Af’aer cutting, eome bound
the ai:.raw by hand and put :I.t up in e.locks s while others fireb pnt the -
" wheat into stooks of eight or ten sheaves for a few days before removing
then to larger sbocks.és

623ray, 11, 819, -
631pid., 818,
6hm.
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3. ‘I‘luéslﬁ’ ge The Buircught apparsatly cwned no threshing
machinzs. Ifumarous invontions for this purnose wWare in_use by their tins,
‘and it is likely that they either borrowed or‘renﬁad ono frou oﬁe of
their larger neighbors or patronized itinémnt threshars., Following the
thrashing, they would have used their fan mill to clean ths chall [fzow

the zraine

Oats were raised in a .simller mamner, but were normally planted in

March. 56 Thair main use was as fead for horses.

.Co Fotation. The principle of crop rotation had bacome widely ace
copted in the Virginia tobacco district by 1840. The sequence usually
recommsndad was tobacco, wheat, and cne or two years of clover. Wheat
was know to give a particularly good yield immadiatoly after’ tobacco.

Since corn was oometimes grown in a cern, wheat, clover reiation,

the plantation which grew tobacco, wheat, and corn frequently had

two rotationsy tobacco, because of its smaller space requirements,

could be shifted from one rotation to tha other, and gl;ms no onc
plot would be in tobacco more than onca in six years.

Thy Burroughs did not néceesarily follow this practice of rbtatioz*;.
We Kaow that they produced no clover or grass seed in thé 1360 Census
Year. Ae late as 1901, Moong;r wrote about this imnadiate area as followss
| Tobacco 1is the money crop, and often it is ‘gromi continuously upon

the sam2 lands withoui rotation or preper fertilization, which has
 1mpairved the fertility of the soils to a considerable extent. Vhen

6€arkeley, p. 2h; Southorn Plantor, XIX (1859), 176.

67Roh9rt., Tobacco Kingdom, p. 30,
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a rotation is foiioﬁad iv is tcbacco tWo yoears, whaat, i'ollouad by
clover and grasses for two or zgre yoars. Fertilizera ‘are seldom
used, except with t.he tohacco. ‘

. Flay Flax was grom on tha Burroughs plentation as a source
'of matsrial for homesplm 11nen and clothing. Washinﬁton's vivid recolw
N lection of his rcugh flax shirt malies this crop importa.nt in our intar-

: pretaticn.

‘I'hn mature nlant wae harvestod by m:llinv it up, rather tha.n by cut-
- ) fing. The secds were "ripplcd“ or sapga'atad by pull:mg the ata].ks through
large comb-likn teeth. 'l'he stalks were tha-z nlaced :ln mter for sevoral

.. weoks to ot the wood;r portlon. '

Afber dxying, the flaa brake was used to crush the stalks. The rae ]
- nammn woody portion was removad by "swln"]_mg.” Finally, the flax fie’

; bers wara drawn thrcrugh stiff-toothecl bmshes ealled "hatchela" or "hacke
1es“ (the plantation inventory 1ists a hackle). "‘lus prepared the flax ,
. for spinning :.nto thread on the flax wheel and- then waaving inbo 11nen.6.9

- Bo Swee‘a Potatoos. No smclall«ini‘ormai;ion wah found on niﬁe’oaenih-
contury '»'we'ei potato culﬁxre. : Gray sta.tes tha.t they were often presemd‘
: by barking them wlt.h a covering of etre.w, tan bark, or pine nsedles,

5

- 59me the flax exhibit in tho tortile hall of the Smithscaian Tne
. stitution. The process of swingling was not explained. - :
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“toppad u:l.bh din..7 The Burroughs may havs used this nathod for the
'bulk m. their potatocs, moving some into thc kitchen ﬁotato hole for

ready access.

P. Livestock. "The animal husban(h'y'-of the i:yi:icél...tobacco plane .
uation d:.stuc‘as was limited to the raising of hogs for the bacon conw |
suned by the slave.;, a few cai.tle to supply milk and beef for the plant- :
er's family, and occasiona.].‘ly a few sheep for mutton and for: wool to
manufacture inte c,lothi.n, for eil.a.vas."71 This dsscription sgemg to £it -
'the Burroughs pla.ntau.on. Sinca livestock were haintained mainly for
mamm. » meat, and milk for home uee, there was ]iutle attempu to improve
“their quality bafore the Civil War. Unlike in scme areas, however, the
| - Bmoughﬁtand thelr neighbors cared for thair Me to the extent of

" building barns and putting up ﬁay for winter use. '

Hogs wera generally alloued to run at large and pick up mast and
roobs until October, with perhaps an occasional feoding of corn to keep
them tame. They were often 1eft completely alone; Barkeloy compla:med
that this made then tough, 1ean, m.ld, and difficult to pen wnen the tine

'cazne.72 Follcwina capture s they were fattened on com, pee.s, a:ad soma |

Toot crops. -

~16rsy, IT, 527-828.
MIvids, p. 836.
- T2p, 13,



Sheep were also laft to shift for themselves to a large extent,
perhaps being fed a few corn blades in the winter if the snow 2ot too
deep.73

Sinze the (:nsus didn't even count chickens after they hatched, and
gince the invenbury doesn't list any either, we don't know what the Bure
roughs had 1ln this respect. From Washington's recollection of his mother
" cooking a chicken on tﬁe sly one night, w2 can only assume that they dld

nave theme

T3por 1livestock, see Gray, II, 835315,
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'V, THCONCLUSION

‘ ’i‘his paper. makes ho pratense of being the laat ﬁrord on all aspects
of agncnl’oure on the Burrougha plantation. It ehonid ’be ooﬁsiderod as -
no more than an 1nter:un report. There remains much to be discovered
'abput all subjects touohed upen herein, and the process of discovery
S willbe a 1ogg-cont1nq1n'g task, |

Nevertholesa, it is hoped that the ‘present study will prov:lde a
foundaticn for this continuing effort and, nore important, for tha fure
~ ther development of tho living ‘mooorical farm ij;so_lf. With the elinie
IE nation of certain inaccurate motions and the addioion, hopefully, of
many sound ones, we should now be able to progreas with fewer errors
than would otherwise be the oase. ; ' h

. Since all is not yet knonn, wo will st:lu make miatakee. But this
should bs no cause for t.midity in the flexible s eas:uy corrected field

- of agriculture.

30



.mm_ix )

I

; Inventory & appraisament of the eetate personal of James Burroughs
‘ Decd. taken the 23d Day of November 1861 -1 c R

Articles R - ::. - Value

S | Lotacantling&plank : o -$1.50.
. Shovel Digzer & 3 forks ' ‘ T 164000
'S furning plows & 3 double traes . 10.000 L
"7 Hilling hoes & 3 gx'uhbing hoes 2.50 s
6 plows (shovel) - - . U 34000
'3 Coultors & Stosls - - Y T
. 1 Lot single treas & double trees I Y -
.- 3 wodges & frow - L . o 1.00
.. 1 Lot of old irens’ ST W50,
1 Jack screw.ox yoke & jointea S
1 Lot Barrels - .. ‘ 50"
3 plough points . C .- o . 1.50
2 Scythes & cradles oo ' ... 2450
" 1 Jack screw & Bol’o pin & t.ar bucket T 26400
1 1ot flax RO . - 1400
2 hides - .. . ."_ 750
1 harrow .- . S S ;3,00
*-1 Bell cow & oalf Coose T 12600
1 Mulycowwhitish R 10,00 . - -
-l yearlings 5% S 20,00
_ 3'Cows & oalves 123 JoorlT T 36.00
- 1 _Sow & shoats . T T 5,00 0
16 fathogs v T r . . 128,00 ¢
1.Top stack &' shucka o 104000
1 Straw rick = - e AR 7 5.00
1 Lot blade fodder -~ & E T 15.00
1 Lot Cleansd cats & & ho'rsheads - 20600
. 1 Fammill . ] 2.50
.o iletflax Sesd . ... . 1,50
- 120 bus. wheat * . ... S L. 102400
" 1'Lot Hay - : S LBa00
1 cutting Knife &. barrel brand L .80 - ¢
1 Lot oats in-tobacco house o 30000 T
85 barrels corn 2§ T 170400 :
1 Wagon & 1oﬂ'chain 18,00 <7
1-Hagon - -~ - S0 e 50.00.
1. Carriege & Hamaaa S ' 100.00 .
-1 Yot 6dd iron..&Bellmc ‘ . 1400 - .
1 Grind stono E . © 1.50.



1 Lot tools o
1 Lot mowing blades
1 Loom

" 1 Reel & flax whisel

3 cotton whasls

1 Lot Sleighs & Harnosses

3 bbls & lot corn & 1 box .
1 % bushel measure & 2 hammors
1 Bed & Furniture

1 Gun & shot pouch

1 tablo & candle stand

1

1

Lot of leather & shos ‘makers tools

Desk & clock S ‘
1 Lot vials bottles &c .
10 Windsor chairs o
10 Split chairs
2 tables
2 Settees
2 Candle Sticks & I.ooking glaes
1 Waiter & pltcher
1 pr shears & hackle
1 Strainer jar soda &c
1 Lot coffee
1 Lot spun cotton & thread
‘1 Wash Stand Bowl & Pitcher
1 Chest
1 Bed & furniture
1 Bad & furniture '
* 1 Trunnel Bed & furniture

3 looking glasses

Bad & furniture

Bed & furniture.

Bed & farniture

trunnel bed & furniture
chair & lot counterpanes
Chest & box

trunk & contents

trunnel bed & Furniture
Bowl & pitcher & 6 bottles
Looking glass

Loot cooking vessels :

10 pes water vessels

contents & smoke house

1 Bay mare (Fan)

1 Sorrel horse (Jack)

1 bay horse (Sam)-

1 Sett wagon & plough harnatt
2 Tiat irons trivet baker & table
Cupboard & conteonts

" 1 Lot dining tables

d—l—)g’dﬂdﬂddd
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-2.00
1.50
5.00
4.00

- 3.00

| 2050

2.50

25.00
2.00
1.25

20,00 :

7.50
2.00
10.00
1.25
7.50
5.00

5.00 -

50
1.25
1.00

-4.00
1.50

. 2.28

+50.
25.00
12.50
3.00
.50
25.00
20.00
.20.00
2.50

20.00

1.50
5.00
6.00 .

50

15.00
5.00
90.00

“140.00

130.00

1.25
40.00
L4.00



2 sacks salt - .. T.00

Cupboard & Contents k.00
Lot bble Kegs &c 2,00 .
Lot jars jugs & baker 5.00
1 Negro man (Munroe) 600.00"
1 negro woman (Sophia) ' 250.00 -
1 negro woman (Jane) , 250.00
1 negro man (lee) 1000.00
1 negro boy (Green) 800.00
1 negro girl (Mary Jane) 800,00
1 negro girl (Sally) 700.00
1 negro boy (John) o 550,00
1 negro boy (Booker) . - - 400.00
1 negro Girl (Amanda) 200.00
$7083.30

(Prom Will Book 12, pp. 148-150, Franklin County Courthouse, Rocky
Mount, Virginia.)
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