
Bostonians blazed a trail of freedom from colony to independence. They 
met in town meetings to argue contemporary issues, they spoke aga inst 
excessive taxes, and they were among the leaders in organizing a de­
fense against British dominion. Today the sites of Boston National His­
torical Park, connected by the Freedom Trail, symbolize the accomplish­
ments of that revolutionary generation. 

Years before the Revolution , the Massachusetts House of Representa­
tives denied that Parliament had the right to tax the American colo nies 

without representation . A c i rcular letter issued from the Old State House 
sought a meeting of delegates from all thirteen co lonies to discuss the 
Stamp Act. The British, however, continued to impose dut ies. In Faneuil 

State House and Archives Park Street Church 

Beg in your tour of the by Charles Bu lfinch, was Will iam Lloyd Garrison 
Freedom Tra il at Boston bu ilt in 1795 on land that gave his first antislavery 
Common, land pu r- orig inally belonged to speech in th is church , 
chased in 1634asami- the John Hancock fami ly. bui lt in 1809. Adjacent to 
li tia "trayning f ield " and The Archives contains it is Granary Burying 
for the "feeding of Cat- many original docu- Ground, where many no-
tel l. " During the Batt le ments, including the table Americans are in-
of Bunker Hil l the British Charter of the Massachu- !erred, including Decla-
embarked fo r Charles- setts Bay Company and ration of Independence 
town from the Common. the Massachusetts Con- signers John Hancock, 
Artist Gilbert Stuart is sti tution of 1780. Robert Treat Paine, and 
buried in the Central Bur- Samuel Adams. Also 
ying Ground. The "new" bur ied here are the victims 
State House, designed of the Boston Massacre. 

Quincy Market Faneuil Hall 

Newly refurbished Commercial Street end of Peter Faneui l donated 
Quincy Market is a prime Quincy Market. There vis- this bu ilding to the city in 
example of the adaptive itors may tour a full -scale .1742. ltwasen larged 

-~Lold-structur9s . Its r9pl ica-Gf-tl:le-brig-/ileav eWff 
many restaurants and has always been a mar-
shops make it an inter- ket; the second the meet-
esting place to visit. ing hall that James Otis 
Nearby is the waterfront dubbed the ··c rad le of 
of Boston Harbor, one Liberty" because of the 
of the oldest ports in protests of Bri tish policy 
America. A courtesy shut- voiced here. The th ird 
tie bus to Boston Tea level houses the Ancient 
Party Ship and Museum and Honorable Arti llery 
may be boarded at the Company Museum. 

Hall James O t is and Samuel Adams ra ised their voices to oppose Eng­
land's oppressive tariffs. Then on the evening of December 16, 1773, 
more people gathered at Faneuil Hall than cou ld be accommodated. They 
moved to Old South Meeting House, the town 's largest building. Fro m 
the re a band of men disguised as Indians went to the waterfront, boa rded 
three British ships, and unloaded their cargoes of tea into the harbor. In 
retu l iation , England closed the port of Boston. In May 177 4 British troops 
occ upied the city, and patriots prepared to defend their homeland . In the 
st e ple of Old North Church, near Paul Revere 's House, two lanterns 
w ere hung o n April 18, 177 5, wa rn ing the patriots that Brit ish troops were 
crossing to Charlesto wn by sea . Paul Revere and William Dawes rod e to 
Lexington to wa rn John Hancock and Samuel Adams of the pending 

Ki ng 's Chapel Frank lin Statue 

The first Angl ican Con- ground next door, the Designed by Richard S. 
gregation in Boston was first in the colony, shelters Greenough, this portrait 
founded in Tremont Governor John Winthrop statue, the first erected 
Street in 1688. The and Wil liam Dawes, Jr. in Boston, commemo-
pr sent structure was rates one of the ci ty's 
completed in 1754. In most versatile sons. The 
colonial times the church bronze tablets depict 
was presented with gifts Frankl in's career: printer, 
of silver and vestments scientist, and signer of 
by ueen Anne and King the Declaration of lnde-
George Il l. After the pendence and the Peace 
Re olution it became the Treaty with Great Bri tain. 
first Uni tarian Church 
in America. The bu rial 

Paul Revere House 

This house, the oldest in mercial stores and tene-
Boston, was built about men! housing. Its restora-
1680. Paul Revere owned lion by the Paul Revere 
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While living here he pro- 1908 was a landmark 
duced his famous Boston event in the historic pres-
Massacre eng raving, took ervation movement. The 
part in the Tea Party, and, adjacent Pierce-Hichborn 
on April 18, 1775, made House was the home of 
his historic ride to warn Revere's cousin, Nathaniel 
Lexington and Concord of Hichborn. and is one of 
the approaching British. the earliest brick houses 
After Revere's time, the in the city. Both houses 
house was used for com- are open dai ly. 

Ch urch steeples rise over the Boston skyl ine in this 1820 view. The large bu ilding left of center 
is the State House. The steeple of Old South Meeting House is the third from the right. Courtesy: Boston Atheneum. 

attack. When British troops tr ied to confiscate patriot arms stored in Con­
cord, the " Minutemen" fought. Shots rang out from Lexington Green and 
Concord 's North Bridge. The wa r for indepe ndence had begun. The Brit­
ish retreated to Boston, and an American army soon took up posit ions on 
the hills surro unding the city. Two months later, the Brit ish planned to 
occupy Charlestown Heights. To prevent this, Breed 's Hill [Bunker Hill 
Monument) was fortifi ed. Alarmed by the armaments, the British attacked 
on J une 17, 1775. By mid-afternoon a battle raged . It ended in an Ameri ­
can retreat, but with substantial British losses. Gen. George Wa hington 
arrived to take command and by March 1776 he had fortified Do rchester 
H e ights. Under th reat of bombardment , the B ritish e vacuated Boston 
and for the next few years the war moved south . 

Al though the Revolutionary War was fought primarily on land, a small 
Continental Navy was built, only to be disbanded at the end of the war. 
The foundations of the permanent Navy were established by Congress in 
1794 with the authorization of six new frigates. USS Constitution, built at 
Hartt 's Shipyard in Boston, was launched in 1797. Her strength in battle 
gave her the nickname "Old Ironsides. " Now the oldest ship in the United 
States Navy, she is restored and berthed at Charlestown Navy Yard, o ne 
of the fi rst naval shipyards in the Nation . 
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Originally bui lt in 1712 "Old South," built in 1729 Bostonians met to con- until the 1870s when its Bu ilt in 1713, this was 
as the home of Thomas as a CongregatiOnal sider the new British tax congregation moved to a the seat of the co lonial 
Crease, this bu ilding was Church, was the largest on tea. After the meeting a new church in the Back government. Here in 
the center of literary bu ilding in colonial Boston group of citizens left Old Bay. The Old South Assa- 1766 the f irst gallery from 
Boston in the 19th cen- and often served as a town South for the waterfront, ciation, a private organiza- which the public could 
tury. Such noted authors meeting site wh ' never at- where they boarded three tion, was formed to pre- watch govern ment in ac-
as Longfe llow, Emerson, tendance grew too large ships and dumped their serve the bui lding and tion was opened. A ci rcle 
Hawthorne, and Oliver for Faneuil Hall. Town cargoes of tea into the har- to continue its affil iation of cobblestones in the 
Wendel l Holmes gathered meetings were frequent at bar. The "Boston Tea Party" with the exercise of free street outside marks the 
in the Bookstore here. Old South, especially in caused Parliament to close speech. The Association Boston Massacre Site 

the years prior to the Revo- the port of Boston, bring- remains active through where on March 5, 1770, 
lution. The most famous ing the country a step lectures, exhibits, and British sold iers kil led five 
meeting took place on closer to rebellion. Old publications. patriots. 
December 16, 1773, when South remained a church 
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Bu i Ii in 1723, as an Begun as a cemetery in e nav1 ,aro opened in long career. The Constitu- reached peak operation The obe lisk marks the 
house of prayer for al l the 1660s, th is site over- 1800 lO bwld service, and tion Museum tells the during World War 11 when site of the fi rst major bat-
people," "Old North" or looking the Charles River supply ships for the United story of her years under its work force numbered tie of the Revolution. It 
Christ-Ght1re~eefl-fler-e-wa&-tisea~s , ~tates-Na~ay t. ·1.-i;;x!:!ibits on.ship. 50,000.men.and wo ·~1.te to those.who.---
from the Paul Revere a century later as an em- yard is the proud home of building, audio-visual Damaged ships were re- fought against the Brit-
Mall, is the ci ty's oldest placement for the can non USS Constitution, the old- programs, displays, and paired and a record num- ish, withdrawing on ly after 
stand ing church . From that fired on the Ameri- est commissioned warship models combine to create ber of vessels bu ilt. USS thei r ammunition was 
its steeple sexton Robert cans on Bunker Hill. in the world. "Old Iron- the feel ing of shipboard Cassin Young is a destroyer gone. The Bunker Hill Pa-
Newman hung two Ian- Buried here are Cotton sides" was launched at life in the 1800s. representative of the type vi lion exhibits a dramat ic 
terns to warn Charles- Mather and Edward Hartt, Boston in 1797. he sai led of ship built at the yard multi-media presentation 
town that the British were bui lder of the USS against the Barb< ry pirates For 17 4 years, dry docks, during World War 11. of the battle. 
crossing the harbor on Constitution. and fought the British in ropewalks, and shipways 
their way to Concord. the War of 181 2 he were part of the scene at 

never lost a battle in her the navy yard. The yard 



A Unique City 
Boston exemplifies many aspects of America 's heritage. Its citizens are a 
perpetual fountain of individualism. Its scholars and statesmen have 
profoundly influenced the life of the city and the Nation. 

Cities, like people, change and evolve. Boston is famous for its adaptive 
use of old structures. The old Quincy Market, the Waterfront, and 
Charlestown Navy Yard are being renovated for a variety of community, 
commercial , and leisure uses. The marriage of historic preservation and 
economic revitalization has created a skyline of contrasts: modern 
skyscrapers and the Government Center vie with the steeple of the Old 
North Church and clock tower of the Customs House. Architectural and 
cultural diversity is the essence of Boston. 
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Traveling in Historic Boston 9w Entrance / exit for Rapid Transit 
station on map at right. 

Boston is a city best seen 
on foot. Traftic in the down­
town area is usually heavy 
and the street system diffi­
cu lt for newcomers to 
negotiate. We urge you to 
park your car and walk 
wherever possible. You will 
see parts of the city you 
might otherwise miss and 
have a far more relaxing 
visit. For longer distances, 
depend on the Rapid 
Transit System. 

Boston's Rapid Transit 
System (the "Tl consists of 
four different routes, color­
coded as the Red, Green, 
Blue, and Orange Lines 
on the map above. Most 
station stops w ith in Bos­
ton proper are named for 
streets and squares and 
are marked with a large 
sign bearing the transit 
logo- a black "T' in a 
wh ite ci rc le. They are indi­
cated on the map at right 

Use this legend for the map at right to help plan your visit 
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by colored circles similar 
to the ones shown at the 
start of this sect ion. 

Excellent, easy-to-follow 
system maps are posted 
inside each transit station. 
Tokens may be purchased 
at al I stations except along 
surface portions of the 
Green Line, where exact 
change is required. The 'T' 
operates from 6 a.m. unti l 
midnight. 
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~ Freedom Trail 

~ Black Heritage Site 

Information on Boston is 
available at the Boston Na­
tional Park Visitor Center 
at 15 State Street (across 
from the Old State House). 
The visitor center features 
a slide program oriented 
to the sites along the Free­
dom Trail. The Greater 
Boston Convention and 
Tourist Bureau operates in­
formation centers on Bos­
ton Common and at the 
Prudential Center. 

The Freedom Trail is the 
best way to tour Boston's 
18th and 19th century his­
toric sites. The trai l begins 
at the Boston Common 
and ends at the Bunker Hill 
Monument in Charlestown. 
Along most of the route a 
red line on the sidewalk 
shows the way; in Charles­
town posted signs mark 
the way to Bunker Hi ll. 
A llow most of a day to 
walk the 2 Y,-mile trail and 
v isit the 16 sites along its 
route. 

The Black Heritage Trail 
is a walking tour that 
explores the history of 
Beacon Hill"s 19th century 
black community. The trail 
begins at the Shaw Memo-

C::J Parking 

it!!9 Bus (route not on map; 
-- see below) 

rial across from the State 
House. Black and brown 
signs identify important 
sites along the route. A 
self-guided trai l folder is 
available at the park visitor 
center. 

Bus service between Bos­
ton and Charlestown is pro­
vided by MBTA routes 92, 
93, and 111 . To reach the 
Charlestown sites from 
downtown, catch one of 
these buses at Haymarket 
station north of Faneuil 
Hall and get off at City 
Square (the fi rst stop after 
crossing the Charlestown 
Bridge). It is a short walk 
from here to either the 
navy yard or Bunker H ill. 
To get back to Boston, 
catch the retu rn bus at 
City Square in front of the 
John Harvard Mall. Exact 
change is requ ired on all 
city buses. 

A marble tower atop Dor­
chester Heights in Thomas 
Park in South Boston com­
memorates the American 
actions that brought about 
the British evacuation of 
Boston on March 17, 1776. 
This bloodless American 
triumph was the fi rst victory 
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for the Continental Army 
under its new commander, 
George Washington. 

The monument was built 
in colonial revival style in 
1902. The tower, designed 
to resemble a colonial 
meeting house spire, 
offers a commanding v iew 
of Boston and its harbor. 
The grounds are open 
during daylight hours; 
the tower is open on a 
limited schedule during 
the summer. 

Dorchester Heights is 
two miles from downtown 
Boston. To reach the site 
by public transportation 
take the subway (Red Line) 
to Broadway Station. Here 
board MBTA Bus #9 (City 
Point) and get off at "G" 
Street. It is a short walk 
uphill to the Heights. 

By car, cross into South 
Boston on the Congress 
Street Bridge. Turn right 
onto "A"' Street , then left 
onto West Broadway. Fol­
low Broadway to "G" Street 
and turn right. The monu­
ment wi ll be on the left. 

A walk on the Freedom Trail will also take you through the varied 
neighborhoods that characterize the city: the Italian neighborhood in 
the Notth End, the "Old Boston" neighborhood at Beacon Hill, and the 
Irish community in Charlestown. Park visitors can best enjoy the city 
by wa lking or rid ing the public transportation system to its museums, 
theaters, concerts, and shops. 
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A Unique Park 
Boston National Historic Park is actually an association of a numbor of 
sites that together give the visitor a coherent view of the city 's role ii1 the 
Nation's history. Each site brings to life the American ideals of freedom 
of speech, religion , government, and self-determination. 

The park complex is unique in that only three of the sites-the Charles­
town Navy Yard , Bunker Hill Monument, and Dorchester Heights Na­
tional Historic Site-are owned by the Federal Government. The others­
the Paul Revere House, the Old North Church, the Old State House, the 
Old South Meeting House, and Faneuil Hall-are privately or munici­
pally owned and managed. Hence the creation of Boston National 
Historical Park signifies a new kind of park management, in which the 

\. 
\. 

resources of Federal , State, city, and private organizations are combined 
in a cooperative relationship. Responsibilities, costs, and technical 
assistance are shared among all parties. 

Most of the historic sites are connected by the Freedom Trail. Recog­
nized as a National Recreation Trail , the 3-mile trail is a walking tour of 
16 sites and structures of historic importance in downtown Boston and 
Charlestown. 
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