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i Some of our insect and spider friends have adaptations to help

; = them survive that can be harmful to you. Please DO NOT handle any

Kids in Parks is a program of the [T ‘ potentially harmful critters like spiders, wasps, bees, and ants.
i Also, please DO NOT kill them either. They all have a place in nature.
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Insects

With over a million different species, insects are an extremely diverse
group of animals. All insects, no matter how different their size or shape,

have a three-part body with six legs.

Antenna

Abdomen

All insects have...

.. a head with two antennae, compound eyes and mouth parts

... a thorax with six jointed legs and, if present, 2 or 4 wings

.. an abdomen with respiratory, reproductive and digestive organs
... ahard, external skeleton called an exoskeleton &
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What is an Exoskeleton?
Instead of having a skeleton on the inside of
their bodies, insects have their skeleton on
the outside. A hard exoskeleton protects
aninsect like a knight's suit of armor.
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The body of a honeybee is like that of most insects.
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Spiders have a hard exoskeleton, but instead of a three-part
body, they have a two-part body made up of the cephalothorax and
abdomen. Spiders also have eight legs, pedipalps, venom injecting
fangs, and web-making spinnerets.

Other Arthropods

Insects, spiders and crustaceans are all arthropods. Arthropods are a group
of creatures that make up about 857% of all living things on Earth. They can be
identified by their exoskeleton, segmented bodies, and jointed legs.

Millipedes, centipedes, pillbugs (roly-polies), and harvestmen are commonly
considered bugs. However, unlike their insect and spider cousins, they can have more
body segments, legs, or even extra features like claws. Some are harmless critters
like millipedes, pillbugs and harvestmen, while others can cause harm, like venemous
centipedes and scorpions.




