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California Coastal National Monument
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Management (BLM) works with a wide variety
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Bring binoculars to get great views of animals
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. California coastal resources.
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NATURAL WONDERS

The nutrient-rich waters surrounding the
monument support a diverse array of habitats and
organisms. Wave action and ocean currents have
a strong influence on the distribution of these
habitats and on biological diversity. The monu-
ment includes a significant amount of the rocky
coast ecosystem and portions of the intertidal

zone—-the “border between the land and sea.”

Tt is one of the harshest
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on Earth. It is here

» More than 20,000 rocks!
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of the surf and (all above mean high tide)

the changing of

the tides create tide California coastline

pools, which support
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for survival under such extreme conditions.
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A BirD HAVEN

Monument rocks are critical resting and breeding
grounds for thousands of birds. Although the

. 7 - - 1 . 1
ocean is their primary habitat and food source,
seabirds such as murres, guillemots, and puffins
are dependent on the offshore rocks for nesting,
where they are safe from terrestrial predators such

- 1
as foxes and raccoons.

At times, vast flocks of murres, pelicans, cormo-
rants, and gulls wheel about the rocks. Hundreds
of the smaller seabirds, such as petrels and auklets,
come and go under the protection of darkness,
mostly unseen but still a vital part of the seabird
colony. Shorebirds, such as the black oystercatcher,
can be heard piping above the crashing waves
along almost the entire length of the monument,
and a variety of terrestrial bird species regularly
visit. Peregrine falcons commonly hunt from the
islands and even the bald eagle can occasionally

be seen around the monument.

MARINE MAMMAL RETREAT

Several marine mammal species depend on

the islands, rocks, reefs, and pinnacles of the
monument, as well as the ocean around them, for
forage and breeding grounds. Harbor seals, which
are members of the earless pinniped family, and
California seal lions, which are members of the
eared pinniped family, are abundant and com-
monly haul out of the water onto the monument’s
rocks. A few small colonies of Steller’s sea lions, a
threatened species, can also be found within the
monument. Elephant seals can be seen in specific
locations along the coastline and in the waters ‘

around the monument. The northern fur seal, a

member of the sea lion family, is sometimes found

around some of the monument’s outermost rocks.
The California sea otter, another threatened
species, is commonly seen along the central coast,

and on rare occasions, has been observed

on coastal rocks.
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The blue asterisks along the California coast indicate the general location of major groupings of rocks, islands, pinnacles,
and reefs within the California Coastal National Monument (CCNM). Green squares indicate the location of the initial

12 proposed “CCNM Gateways.” Blue circles indicate the location of BLM field offices with management responsibility tn
i for a portion of the CCNM. 4 :




