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This report rftpresents the results or a survey of the grass flora of 
the Black Cll?l10n of the Gunnison National Monument which was conducted 
during the summer ot 1962 under the auspicas of the National Park Service. 
Six colledting trips were nade to representative areas on both ri~s and to 
the canyon floor. Observation notes taken at each collecting site have been 
analyzed to determine the dominant species ot grasses within each community 
and habitat represented within the nx>nument boundariae. 

Plants collected were pressed, mounted identified, and labeled. 
A complete set of grasses collected has been deposited with the Superin­
tendent or the Black Canyon National Monument. Identifications were 
made froa Harrington's Manual or !d:1! Plants 2! Colorado and Chase's 
revision of Hitchcock's Manual!:!,!~ Grasses 2f the United States. 

Sincere appreciation is expressed to Mr. Pat H. Miller, Chier Park 
Naturalist o! the Colorado National Monument, !or proposing thia study 
and making the neceasary arrangements tor its realization. 

The Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument lies on the 
weetern elopes or the central Rockies, 14 ndlea northeast or the city 
or Montrose in Montrose County, Colorado. The monument, establiehed 
in 1933 by Presidential procluaation, cover• an area or approximately 
22 square miles. The Black Canyon has been formed over a period or at 
least two million years b7 the erosive action or tho Gunnison River. 
The Gunnison River is formed b7 the confluence or the Taylor and East 
Rivers at Almont, Colorado, twelve miles north or tho town or Gunnison. 
Th• name or the canyon is derived !rom two sources. One comes from the 
dark and gloomy twilight or tha canyon bottom, due to the precipitous 
and towering walls or the relatively narrow gorge. Also, the canyon walls 
are of a dark color and are frequently banded and strenked. The canyon 
has been cut through nn uplift or Precambrian rocks, including gneiss, 
schist, and granite. The usual covering of sedimentary rocks is missing 
in some places, having been eroded away, leaving exposures or granite 
along the riras. The north and south rims are only 1300 feet apart at the 
narrowest point and the canyon reaches a u.xi.l!lWI depth of 2725 feet. 1.'he 
elevation varies from a high or over 8500 feet on Green Mounttin along 
the northern boundary to below 5500 feet at the river near the northwest 
end of the 111>nument. 

The Black Canyon lies within the Woodland Zono of the Rocky Mountain 
Forest Complex. Three climax connunities comprise most of the area within 
the monument. These are (1) the pinon-juniper woodland, (2) the scrub oak­
serviceberry brushland, and (3) the grassland-sagebrush conmunity. Scattered 
pockets o! Douglas fir and aspen occur on north-facing slopes below the 
C!lJ'l1'0n rim. other distinct habitats which support a different grass cover 
include the roadside banks and the c:myon !loor at the edge or the river. 
The scrub oak-serviceberry brushland is common on both ri~s; the pinon­
juniper woodland ia round at slightly higher elevations at the west end 
or each rim; and the grassland-sagebrush comaunity is prevalent along the 
entrance road to the nort.h rim. 
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Subject: Natural Histo1·y RE search Performed by Dr. J. M. 
•I Rominger in Black Canyon of the Gunnison National 
.! Mcnument 

;:a. 
~ 
~ 
~ = 

i~nclosed is a. copy of the subject report written ;:,y Dr. Romin­
ger in partial. fulfillment of a contract to perform b~sia re -
search on th( grasses of 11.]ack Canyon in the Monwnent. Dr. 
~tor.:iinger co~ l~cted, ider.t-.. l·. d, mounted, and lC:a;b'eled 41 
•,pec"L.-nc:n.s which are r..ow i..1 '.he Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
~~ational l~!onum.ent herbari.wn. 

::i t! 

We beHEive fr.at Dr. Rorr..ing•3l' did an excellent job on the pro­
ject anci p::..·oves that ofte· •. ti.l-.. .-. ..:.s minimal moneys. can provide 
the initiative for getting ba~k research performed. Dr) 

. ·' 
Roming~r's work will provide us with some good ecological ·. 
data that will assist us greatly in our future interpretive pro-
grams.'. ,. 

, 

We would like to express our appreciation to Regional Chief 
of Natur~l History Alberts for assisting us in arranging this 
small r~search program. 

Incidentally, Dr. Rominger was impressed enough with 
working in Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument 
to apply for and receive acceptance as a Seasonal Natu_ralist 
in Grand Teton National Park for the 1963 season. 
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