Big South Fork

National River and Recreation Area

The Official Visitor's Guide to the National Park Service Activities and Events - 1999

The Big South Fork’s diversity is found in the Insuie
natural & cultural history of our area.
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Hazard Cave

National Parks on the Internet

If you are an avid internet surfer you may
want to check out what the National Pagk
Service has to offer through the World
Wide Web. Many National Park areas
have a web page. Information includes
camping and park facilities as well as spe-
cial events and programs that each area
has to offer.

Angel Falls & Overlook

To find this information use
http://www.nps.gov. The Big South Fork
National River and Recreation Area page
may be directly accessed through
http://www.nps.gov/biso/index.htm.

Cabins at Charit Creek
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1999 Special Events and Program Calendar

May 15 - Solar Observation at Bandy Creek
- 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. Telescopes with special
filters will be set up in the Bandy Creek Visitor
Center area for viewing the sun.

May 15 - Astronomy Program - 9:00 p.m.
Bandy Creek. Paul Lewis from the University
of Tennessee will be presenting a slide
program entitled "Venus and Mars: Earth's
Planetary Neighbors". The Smoky Mountain
Astronomical Society will be presenting night
sky observing with telescopes after the
presentation. See page 10 for details.

May 22 - Spring Migrant Bird Walk at Blue
Heron - 8:00 a.m. - Blue Heron snack bar.
Joint outing of the National Park Service and
the Somerset Bird Club. Leaders: Arthur
McDade and Steve Stedman.

May 22 - Dulcimer Program - 2:00 p.m.
Bandy Creek Campfire Circle - The Knox-
ville Area Dulcimer Club will be presenting
traditional music played on the mountain
dulcimer.

May 29 - Early Americans In The Big South
Fork - 9:00 p.m. at Yahoo Falls, KY District.
Learn about the Native American people who
lived in the Big South Fork area. Leader:
Arthur McDade.

June 12- Owl Prowl - 9:00 p.m. Blue Heron
Campground - Leader Arthur McDade.

June 19 - Solar Observation at Bandy
Creek - 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

June 19 - Astronomy at Bandy Creek - 9:30
p.m. - Slide program "The Moon" with night

sky viewing with telescopes after the program.

July 3 - Early Americans in the Big South
Fork Area - 9:00 p.m. - Learn about the
Native American people who lived in the Big
South Fork area. Location of this program
will be Indian Rockhouse at Pickett State
Park. This is a cooperative program between
the National Park Service and the Tennessee
State Parks system. Leader: Arthur McDade.

August 6 - Astronomy at Rugby Area - 9:30
p-m. - "Comet and Asteroid Offspring: Mete-
ors" presented by Paul Lewis with telescopes
set up afterwards for night sky viewing.
Location to be annonced.

August 7 - Astronomy at Blue Heron - 9:30
p.m. - Slide program "The Death of a Star (M-
57) " presented by Paul Lewis. Blue Heron
Campground Fields. Telescopes will be avail-
able after the program for night sky viewing.

September 10-12 - Big South Fork
Endurance Ride - Sponsored by the South-
east Endurance Riders Association (SERA),
will feature 25 and 50 mile rides. Contact
Karen Clark, Ride Manager, at (423) 474 -
3024 for more information.

STORYTELLING WEEKEND EVENTS
September 18 - Dulcimer Workshop -
Bring your own dulcimer and learn to play a
tune. Two sessions will be held beginning at
2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. One for beginners
and one for intermediate players. A limited
number of dulcimers will be on hand for the
public’s use. Please sign up in advance for
this workshop by calling (423) 569-9778. See
page 11 for details.

September 18 - Craft Workshops and
Demonstrations - Learn about some of our
old time crafts of the region through classes
and demonstrations. Crafts offered may
include tatting - old time lace making, spin-
ning, soap making, quilting, flint knapping,
paper making, wood carving, and basket
making. Donations will be accepted to assist
with class materials and instructor fees. Sign
up for classes will be done in advance.
Please call park headquarters at (423) 569-
9778. Each class will be a minimum of 4
hours in length. Classes will be scheduled
throughout the day.

September 18- Storytelling - Join the Na-
tional Park Service as they host the seventh
annual Haunting in the Hills night of
storytelling, 8:00 p.m. Bandy Creek. There
will also be a storytelling workshop on Satur-
day morning. Call Steven Seven at (423)
569-2404 extension 237 for more information
about workshops.

October 9 - Knoxville Track Club Trail
Race - Seventeen mile foot race on hiking
trails through the backcountry of the Big
South Fork NRRA. Race begins at Bandy
Creek. Please Contact Bobby Glenn at (423)
673-0700 for more information.

October 16 - Cumberland Heritage Day -
10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Join in a day of
cultural heritage activities at Blue Heron
community. Demonstrations and presenta-
tions of flint knapping, spinning, mountain
dulcimer music, Cherokee history, archeology,
coal mining, long hunter rifle firing, pioneer
history and old-timey toys.

October 23 - Solar Observation at Bandy
Creek - 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. -

October 23 - Astronomy at Bandy Creek -
9:00 p.m. Slide program "What's New with
Galileo at Jupiter". Night sky viewing with
telescopes will be held after the program.

ﬁ ‘i Hunting 'S “

Mid to Late October 1999- Fifth Annual
Nature Photography Workshop at the Big
South Fork Contact Friends of the Big South
Fork Monday through Friday. (423) 569-1599
or 1-800-645-6905 for more information.

November 17 - Astronomy at Bandy Creek
- 8:00 p.m. - "The Leonid Meteor Shower". If
there is a clear night, it is expected that we
might be able to view numerous meteors
during this shower.

All events are Eastern Time.

All Programs Are Subject To Change.

Contact Bandy Creek Visitor Center at (931) 879-3625,
Kentucky Visitor Center (606) 376-5073 or the Blue
Heron Interpretive Center (606) 376-3787 for program
details. Also see page 3 for a list of other summer
weekend programs and page 10 for more informa-
tion about the astronomy programs.

Hunting Seasons

The Big South Fork National River and Recre-
ation Area does allow hunting during regular
state seasons. Check with the Visitor Centers
or at Blue Heron for maps of the safety (no
hunting) zones and regulations.

Kentucky Big Game - Deer

Turkey Archery - Sept. 18 - Dec. 31,1999.
Deer Archery - Sept. 18 - January 17, 2000.
Muzzleloader - Oct. 23 and 24, Dec. 11-17.
Modern Gun Turkey - December 1-5.

. Modern Gun Deer - November 13 - 22

Youth Hunt - October 16 and 17
Crossbow - November 23 - December 2
Boar - Check current regulations for
McCreary County, Kentucky. Wild hogs may
be taken during open deer season.

January 16 - February 28, 1999 open to all
hunters. Kentucky Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources, Frankfort, Kentucky
40601 (502)564-4336

Tennessee Big Game Hunting Seasons
Permanent Opening Dates

Quail and Rabbit - Second Saturday in
November.

Squirrel - Fourth Saturday in August.
Deer/Archery - Last Saturday in September.
Deer/Gun - Saturday before Thanksgiving.
Deer/Juvenile only - First Saturday and
Sunday in November. For exact dates please
contact: Tennessee Wildlife

Resources Agency, Region lll, 216 East
Penfield, Crossville, Tennessee 38555, (931)
484-9571 or 1-800-262-6704 in Tennessee.

Check Kentucky and Tennessee hunting
guides for Small Game Seasons.
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Welcome Message

Welcome to the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area. Your choice to spend quality time in a natural environment will prove to be a rewarding visitor
experience for you and your family. Seek out and enjoy both the cultural and natural resources of the National Area.

This year, the Big South Fork is celebrating its 25th anniversary. In a brief span of 25 years, the park has evolved from a quiet rural environment into a developed
recreational area. While the park has undergone significant changes and growth in those years, much work has yet to be done. Currently, there are very important
planning processes underway which will produce a General Management Plan (GMP) to guide the management of the National Area for the next 15 to 20 years. The
public draft should be released in May with the anticipation of a final plan in the summer of 1999.

Also, the National Area will begin a planning process for a Roads and Trails Implementation Plan in 1999. The trails system is a strong interest of the visitors who
come to the Big South Fork. Creating harmony with the environment through a systematic approach to trail development and maintenance is a major goal for the
National Area. Conservation and recreational use must become a partnership so the resources that we enjoy today will be available for future generations.

Take the time to understand the environment that surrounds you in the National Area. ltis a valuable asset. Protect and enjoy what you see.
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Assistant Superintendent

More Interpretive Programs

The following is a sampling of interpretive programs that will be offered during the summer, in addition to those listed on
page 2, at the Big South Fork NRRA. Check with the Bandy Creek or Kentucky Visitor Center or Blue Heron for dates, times

and locations.

Tennessee

Stories of the Big South Fork - Hear some the interesting local
history, legend and folklore. Bandy Creek Campfire Circle.

Songs of Appalachia - Sing along to songs of our local culture.
Bandy Creek Campfire Circle. :

River Adventure - Take a river trip without getting wet! Slide presen-
tation - Bandy Creek Amphitheater.

A Park for All Seasons - Big South Fork activities year round as
shown through slides. Bandy Creek Amphitheater.

Clean Water - Water quality program involving active participation from
the crowd. Leatherwood Ford.

Arches of the Big South Fork Area - Slide program about the sand-
stone arches within the Big South Fork area. Bandy Creek Amphithe-
ater.

John Muir - Talk about the famous naturalist. Location of program is
at Leatherwood Ford.

Flora of the Big South Fork - Slide presentation will introduce you to
some of the beautiful and unusual plants in the area.

History of the Big South Fork - Slide program showing the history of
the Big South Fork region. Bandy Creek Amphitheater or Campfire
Circle.

Horses in the Big South Fork Country - Come meet one of the park
horses. Learn about safety and sharing the trails with horses. Bandy
Creek Amphitheater.

Junior Ranger Activities - Different activities will be offered at the
Bandy Creek Visitor Center each week.

Kentucky

Scrip - Program detailing the history of coal scrip. Audience will have
an opportunity to examine examples of the Stearns Coal and Lumber
Company scrip. Blue Heron Church.

WWII - Blue Heron and the Home Front - How did the coal industry
and the people in the Stearns Company contribute to the War effort?

Coal Miner's Music: His Story in Song - Highlight the history of early
and popular coal mining song through their recordings.

Moonshining - Program describes the making of moonshine and the
history of moonshine in this area.

Barthell - History of Barthell as seen through the eyes of the miners who
worked there. '

Bird Walks at Blue Heron - Spring neotropical songbird migration
outing on May 23. Joint effort of the National Park Service and the
Somerset Bird Club. Meet at Blue Heron snack bar at 8:00 a.m.

Early Americans in the Big South Fork - Discover the Native ®
Americans who lived in the Big South Fork Area. See page 2 for details.

Owl Prowl - Take a night walk and call in some of our night birds of prey.
Blue Heron Campground. See page 2.

Geology of the Big South Fork - Learn about the local geology of the
Cumberland Plateau. Devil's Jump Overlook.

Canoeing, Kayaking and Rafting in the Big South Fork - A recre-
ational look at the equipment and the river. Kentucky Visitor Center.

Mountain Biking in the Big South Fork - Learn about safe recreational
mountain biking. Blue Heron Campground.
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