
HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT 
PART I 

HOT SPRINGS COMPLEX 
Big Bend National Park 

t--, ~ Texas 
/\{Jl(~ J!119 

Deot. of the Interior-National 



HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT 

PART I 

HOT SPRINGS COMPLEX 
Big Bend National Park 

Texas 

Prepared by 
A. Lewis Koue 

April 1969 

for 

United States Department of the Interior, Nati ona1 Parf< Service 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Washington, o. C. 



PAffa" I 

.HOT SPRINGS COf'.1PLEX 
Big 6end .,ationa l Park 

.',. . · ~exas ·. . 

A P P R O V A L S H E E T 

Recommended 

Uate 
-=ct-.,,.....e_,,f..-,-0-f,,..,f"""'i-ce-o-=f-A.....r-c.....h-e-o1-0-gy___ ----------

and Historic ?reservation 

Supe ri n ten dent 
Date ---------

Approved 

Date 
Regional Director, Southwest 



rn=t: -·. . .·- D . .--el 
) ~1.--- ::£1=':S=·~~- -LI ' .: ·-:.---~ :.~--. ..:. ·. . ,; 

- --- ·---------- --- .. 1 

I 
i ., .fLI t 

11 . 
11 _ _ _ 

. . -. / 
i:H,,-...--,....,......--~ 

.' .. 

_:_:_ .; r--=-=--= ' 
Ii Lower 4.,.1,?looe -PLt1i/ -

Seek : ~ ··.. 1 :a ·· 
I' :~:r 

,~ J 

. ' '. ·-. ' ' :':".. .'1l'1 - L F15T Ltto. / > --_--~r....: 

_t/.oETH ~ J:: t..V._ 
.. ~ d</ ys·. · !o" 

==-- LLEV.. : / -~_..,.- .,_ .. _.,, I _... I _ 

· SILi.~ 

_IYjJ. - r!!__~o_w {JLTLI1 [f 
.xok; / '/z··~/ !.. o ·· 

4 
: / ,. . -_ ,. ,,,,. 
: / , - . ' ~, r 

(
( . : 

. .:TYP. !)o u /._ ?.e, _,11 ~ 
T;,_l'ro cc. COV<::'r't;,c; of

1 / on d-:.lea ni/ )c,.c/ d<!s i7 n . Sca k: /'6. ' --/~" 

=~ !~J 
I. T,,T! N 

. ' .. ~ il... 
~ 

H 

RECOMMENDED _____ _o 2 4 G e 12 1, 7-f. .Ty P., ,2_L <;Il_QN-:_ lJJJI III I I I I I sct - ---------5 calc· '/2.··.: / 1-0·· §__________1/4,:.: 1~0 ·· 1,1 iiif i , T? f. 
:C 71.0 ~ ~ J ~- - --1~·: , :.. o .. I 1 1 I I I I I 

APP ROVED 

I ,: ?.t ite<Is~~ I,. 

--

·., 

/. ~ "7t0r/or o Vl!Y 

I" e.arfh 

c ~ ~ ~+-t--~~-
I - =- =-

? 

... ,

I
I 

I 
, I 

I 

: I 
<;:) 

LF- SIZE 

OfF I 

CT 



I I 
I I
1 u _ _a___lt _ 

- - -~-

0 
0 1'1 1-NTAT ION 

ftECOMMENOEO ____ _ _ 

0.., __________ _ 
~-----.:..______ _ 
~--- -
APPROVED - -t- -------

5e-GTIOt/. 

. ,j 

~ . 

( 

_y 
1/ 

'-

/ ' / 

l'4 

\ 

s-~~~~ ,1 
1-----;--E I:l 

- --

Palm t,~ 

~ - -- -

l..AS7 LLf:. V. . 

I 
~ I , o· 
~ 

I 
I 11111 ,

Corr. Iron Roo/ 
I 1I 

I I . 

I 
1 '"-"--- ,+- ---- - .........,.___ ~ - l!--::-.:;:-_ _ _ _ __ 

~ WI: s T ~_LI; V: 

1,..00 · P . ·. ,,...,. 
'c.:a.t ~~ -.--I - 0 , ;-



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Pao0 

III. Administrative Jata 
~ 

1 

IV. Historical Data ~ 

v. Architectural Data 4 

VI. Archeological Data 7 

VII. Landscape Data 7 



-- ------

------

III. ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

A. Name and Number of Structures: 

Hot Spring Cabins BBH-80 

Store and Post Office BBH-82 

Residence BBH-81 

Shed BBH-20 

B. Proposed Use of Structures: 

The Cabins, BBH-80 and the Store and Post Office building, 

BBH-82, shall be retained as in-place exhibits. 1he Residence, 

BBH-81 and Shed, BBH~20, shall be considered expendable· and left as 

ruins. 

C. Justification for Such Use: 

1he structures will permit interpretation by visitors of 

early tourism within the park as well as tell the story of the many 

ii characters 11 that inhabited the Big Bend Country during early history. 

The expendable structures to be left as ruins are not considered 

significant to the story. 

D. Provisions for Operating the Site: 

The site and structures, as proposed by the "Historic 

Resources Management Plan, u will not be staffed, except possibly 

by a roving interpretor during peak visitation periods. A parking 

area will be provided and the historic scene preserved. Visitation 

will be encouraged and interpretive markers and publications will 



point out features in the area and relate the history. 

E. Cooperative Agreements: 

None. 

F. Brief Description of Proposed Construction Activitl._: 

1. Cabins: BBH-80 

Remove present sod and plaster roof, replace all defective 

roof sheathing, install new sound roof membrane, and replace sod 

roof material. 

Repoint all defective stone pointing with a mortar mix as 

follows by volume: 

1 part white cement 
1 part hydrated lime or lime putty 
6 parts aggregate to match existing 
Coloring as necessary to match existing 
Water as necessary 

Install 111 x 2° wire mesh screens at all openings of 4 

tmits with murals on walls. One door to each unit to have screen 

mounted on a hinged frame. 

2. Store and Post Office Building: BBH-82 

Replace all missing stone work and repair unsound walls. 

Replace all defective corrugated iron roofing. 

Point up all stone work with mortar as specificed above 

for cabins. 

Paint all wood window and door frames, and trim. 

Remove wood construction of lean-to at east side of 

building. Stone curb walls to remain. 
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G. Preliminaty Estimate of Cost: 

1. Cabins: BBH-80 

Remove old sod roof and dispose of material 
Repairs to roof decking 
Ne~ 5-ply or equal roofing and flashing 
Re-sod roof 
Close 16 openings with wire mesh 
Painting wood trim 
Restore 5 murals 
Pointing stonework 
Rip-rap and grading 

Construction 
PS&S 
Contingency 

Total 

2. Store and Post Office: BBH-82 

Pointing up stonework 
Repairs to roof 
Painting 

Construction 
PS&S 
Contingency 

Total 

H. Photographs and Drawings: 

See Exhibits herewith. 

I. Copy of PCP: 

IV. HISTORICAL DATA 

$250.00 
400.00 
680.00 
200.00 
440.00 
260.00 
500.00 
600.00 
420.00 

$3,750.00 
750.00 
500.00 

$5,000.00 

$1,200.00 
400.00 
200.00 

$1,800.00 
360.00 
240.00 

$2,400.00 

See Historical Data Section, Part I, Prepared by Ben Levy, 

November 15, 1968. 

http:2,400.00
http:1,800.00
http:1,200.00
http:5,000.00
http:3,750.00


V. ARCHITECTUR;;L DATA 

A. Brief Description of Structural and Architectural DesJ:._gg: 

1. Cabins: BBH-80 

'Ibe cabins consist of a one-story row of 7 attached one­

room units with overall dimensions of approximately 15' x 117'. Rooms 

are approximately 11' x 15' inside dimensions, with a ceiling height 

of 8' -61
' at high side and 6' -10" at low side. Each unit has one door 

and window opening to the terrace at the south and one door and window 

opening to the rear or north, except end uni ts which have doors in 

end walls. Units 6 and 7 have an interconnecting doorway. 

The exterior bearing walls are 9' high of random native 

stratified stone set in earth mortar and pointed up with cement 

mortar. The roof is supported by 1-1/2" x 7-1/4n surfaced wood 

joists at 23 inches on center exposed in rooms. TI1e roof deck is of 

1n plank exposed in the rooms over which is applied I" of soil and I" 

of cement mortar, except for a 36" strip of mineral surface roll 

roofing applied horizontally at the lower edge of the roof. The roll 

roofing is torn and peeled back in places and the mortar is veined 

with cracks. A hole has broken through the roof in unit 7, which 

indicates some decay of the roof sheathing. 
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A flagstone terrace extends along the south side and 

.the east and west ends over which there originally was a covering 

or ramada as evidenced by a few remaining 4 x 6 posts and reIIU1ants 

of construction at the walls over openings. 

Tile floors in the rooms are flagstone set in cement 

mortar. 'ine interior walls are plastered. TI1e soft wood trim and 

roof joists were painted. 

Special features are hand-painted murals in four of the 

rooms, which have been vandalized and damaged by roof leaks. These 

murals should be protected by a sound roof and closed off from the 

public, but left observable through screened openings. 

2. Store and Post Office: BBH-82 

The Store and Post Office is a one-story stone structure 

approximately 28' x 42', presently consisting of a single space devoid 

of doors and windows and without a finished floor. Presently the 

earth floor is covered with gravel and a picnic table permits visitors 

to lunch in the shade. 

The exterior bearing walls are 14" thick native 

stratified stone set in earth mortar pointed up with a lime or a 

natural limestone mortar, which has eroded away considerably. The 

roof construction consists of trussed rafters at 24n on center over 

which are spaced sheathing, celotex for insulation and corrugated 

iron. The interior walls are plastered and painted. 

5 



The stone work of the front or south elevation of the 

building has been more carefully laid up with selected stones than 

have the other walls. 'Ine openings are spanned by segmental arches 

with stone voussoirs. The top of the front and rear walls are stepped 

up to conform to the trussed roof, and the front wall has a louvered 

vent centered over the center entrance. 

A fireplace is built into the southeast corner and the 

stone chimney extends approximately 2' above the wall. 'Ihis chimney 

is echoed by a similar buttress at the southwest corner. 

Windows and doors have been removed; but the main entrance 

jconsisted of a pair of doors in an opening 6'-01 wide x 6' -6" high, 

and the windows were double hung with the lower sash operable by 

weights and pulleys. Some of the original window and door frames, 

and trim remains in place. See drawings for disposition of openings. 

A lean-to addition approximately 9' wide by 18' long, 

which is not considered significant, was constructed along the east 

side, consisting of a stone wall approximately 2' high surmounted 

with a screened wood structure. The wood construction of this 

additiQI\ is in bad repair and removal is suggested. 

A flagstone terrace approximately 13' deep fans out from 

the entrance. 
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3. Stone Residence: BBH-81 and Cabin: BBH-20 

The stone structures in accordance with the Historic 

Resources Management Plan for Big Bend National Park are not considered 

significant to the Hot Spring story and are considered expendable. 

They are situated on a hillside across an arroya at some distance to 

the west of the Store Building, BBH-82. 

These structures will not be treated in detail here except 

to state that all roof construction which is now in disrepair, should 

be removed when considered by the Superintendent of the Park to 

present a hazard to park visitors. The stone walls that will not 

present a hazard can remain as ruins and let the elements take their 

toll. 

VI. ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA 

Not applicable. 

VII. LANDSCAPE DATA 

A date palm is situated to the east of the entrance terrace to 

the Store building. Other plant materials in the immediate proximity 

of the buildings are natives that have been permitted to grow wild. 

A wash traces past the west end of the cabins and is undermining 

the terrace. Measures should be taken to arrest this erosion and 

protect the structure by placement of some fill protected by rip-rap. 

Yne embankment innnediately at the rear of the cabins should be 

selectively cleared of overgrowth atid graded to direct the flow of 

water. 

The terrace at the store is being undercut by erosion. This 

should be corrected for protection and safety of visitors. 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 1 

Hot Springs Cabins, BBH-80, South Elevation (West extremity) 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 2 

Hot Springs Cabins, BBH-80, South Elevation (Center 

and East extremity) 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 3 

Hot Springs Cabins, BBH-80, Erosion at West Terrace 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 4 

Store and Post Office, BBH-82, Front (South) Elevation 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 5 

Store and Post Office, BBH-82, South and. West Elevations 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. ~ 

Store and Post Office, BBH-82, East Elevation 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 7 

Store and Post Office, BBH-82, Interior View 

( (( 



( ( 



·,;,~ ,o.~1·1 
(July 1965) 

UNITED.. res DEPARTMENT OF THE INT-ERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

DISTRIBUTION OF COPIES 

NO. TO 

: r1 .• ·~. ::: :· .,·.p R O J E C T C O H S T R U C T I O N P .RO P O S A. L 
6 
1 

Cal 
A• • :. File· • 

1. STATEMENT OF MANAGEMENT'S REQUIREMENTS, PROPOSED WORK, AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FACETS OF THE PARK 
·-~:·PROGRAM. (Pro'lrld• d•t•II d•t• /or "ManaQement lnlonnatlon" on Form 10·41 la, Supplemental She•t and attach,) 

!b2 !!1:ctorle F.esoureo !~~ ·Pl:m baa cL'\Szed too Hot ~ Jt11Jd:tnes ea 
·a pr!~ a1te. 'I'o pro;crly ureservt1 t~se bu~ tar i'~tut"e int ~t-4.on, 
rch3bW.tat1oo 1 · ~.ux--A. Thia include s root re~ or roPl~, d 
ripa1r of extffior =ortar J:--9.nts c..~. plaattJr on all 1."ltc~ val.la. ·...~. · · -- ~- - ···· 

2. ADVANCE REQUIREMENTS DATA 
STATUS MASTER PL.AN NO. APPROVAL. CATE 

INTERREL.ATED • DEPENDENT PROJECT PCP NUMBERS 

INTIIRPRETIVE PROSPECTUS APPROVAL DAT A CATE 

WATER RIGHT NEEOS a STATUS 

RESEARCH NEEDS • ST A TUS 

b' eddj,t~ ~icl - re~ to lllstoric Peaourceo ?~nn~= Plan ~ ms.Bend =at1ooal Pork - dntod ~r 1968. (Po~ a.JT1) ~) 

) ·.' 

3. RECOMMENDED B)' SUPERINTENDENT (Sl,nat.~• a. Date) 4. APPROVED BY REGIONAL DI RECTOR (Sl1natur• & D•t•) 

(Sgd.) LUTHER T. PETERSON, JR. [s'/ ~rq 1 c :~s~ 
,. 6. BLOG. OR RT.# ANO SEC. 

1. 

! 1_0~-~CT . , . 

_r_·:_11)\ ~ C~x h~~tatica 
( Store-Post Office (BBH-82) · 

... J. • 10. PCP IHDE NO.·- U-otel · · (BBH-·so) 
(Stat•)~ r_·· , : . ,: . 

1'~s~ c · '\ .J_ ~ ---· 
.·:) )-).)_l _.,l.,( ' • . I?... ~.,/11 ;;'! I :, -"i II . . . 



· CLASS D (A) - Estimate based on working Drawings P. S. & S. by 

CLASS 
r 

- (B) 
(C) 

- Estimate based on preliminary plans 

Estimate based on similar facilities in other porks 
BPR O NPS Lx1 

E:a. ~ATE 

: - :: ~ • Poet Office, B:il-92 
.~1.r of ell exterior ~~"t-~ joints nnd 
plo.~ CID 1~\fCriOT v ~t.11~ ..r ···· 

' · '- l; I ,.. : ·· I 

·tl.atel~ 'l!tl~'BC 
... ·It:~ roof, exter1o~ t'Y-:'"~~ ji:>1!!.te 1 tu1.J. 

pltl:r~r an intenor w.lls. t~store pore..~ 
J'OCit ~-ru Gide l)Qtio. -

QUAN Tl TY 

. .. 'Lump' Sum -
\ · 

Lump Sum 

COST 

1,800.00 

3,750.00 

.. -~ 0 ~Ge '.t'a.n}: 
. 1!11JOO !"catm:a.a ere ~tl!nc o."ld cllOO.ld be 
·J'O~cl \11th Nplicas. 

Not · Included · 

Not Included 

Not Included 

RESEARCH ESTIMATE APPROVED: 

(A••t, Dlr•ctor, R••.ource Studl••) · (Date) -

CONSTRlJCTION ESTIMATE APPROVED: 

(Deai,an Of/Jee Chief) (Date) 
It-. 1 ERPRETIVE ESTIMATE APPROVED: 

(Aaat. R•llonal Dlrecto, ' -,•ration•)-- (.Date) 

ESTIMATE TOTALS 

RESEARCH .................... . .,..._________ 

Construction.................. .. 5.550.00 
Plans, Surveys, and 

Supervision ..................... _l, 110 00
1 

Continaencies ..... .... ........ 740 . 00 

CONSTRUCTION 

SUB TOTAL ..... ... ........ .. 

INTER PRETI VE 

SUB TOT AL (100%) .. .. .. ... 1------==----
GRAND TOTAL ..... 7,400.00 

QSA DC le· 28 27 

http:7,400.00
http:5.550.00
http:cllOO.ld
http:3,750.00
http:1,800.00
http:ji:>1!!.te

	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_001
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_002
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_003
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_004
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_005
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_006
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_007
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_008
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_009
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_010
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_011
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_012
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_013
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_014
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_015
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_016
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_017
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_018
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_019
	BIBE 021 File Unit 006_020



