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INVENTORY OF HISTORI C STRUCTURES 

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK 

Prepared by 

Regional Historian William E. Brown 
in cooperation wit h 

the Park Staff 

Field examination anQ phot ographic 
recording of inventoried ~tructures 
accomplished in October 1964 by 
W.E. Bro'Wn, Douglas B. Evar-.s, and 
Arthur Allen. 



":.lo aa.-w 

r 7,·~;°" DllMIIDN·.....~ 

(· ... , ; ~ ? 
\ca,~ t14 HCiN ~1111 1!11.0 

c,i­
c\1111'1. NM 

7,. ) ? 

fttldlDIIDW4',C'V·) ? 
....~ . MaftOll·, .........i.c.··) r 

i 
I 

n ............ 
.IQ,. 



•.. X • C\.U'D . 
r ' 

( or rt.\. I .j-

'e; W'l lol bb l l'\~ . 

-Po~/ 



Form 10-4 45 
(5 62) 

:.u 

" vi ' 
w 
:i; 
< 
V') 

LL 
0 
t-
1..Ll 
lLJ 
I 
V') 

z 
0 
0 
w 
0 
0 
<{ 

UJ 
c.a 
>­
~ 
~ 
V) 

I 
a.. 
<( 

~ 

L, -

I 
a.. 
w 
z 
-<t: 
z 
0 
t­
~i: 
~ 

0 
u.. 
z 
...J 
< 
t-
z 
w 
~ 
UJ 
...J 
a.. 
a.. 
::> 
V') 

INVENTO RY 
couNTY Brews tcr {}3IEE ) 

1. STATE HISTOl~IC AMERICAN E3U1LD1 NG S SURVEY 

i--- ---------------·-------·-
TOWN v 1c 1N1TY Blue Creek 

2. NAM E Hilson Ranch House and ranch
STREET N o. C~:myon e.djacent to Park Route 

struc t ures (BBH- 16 )5. DA TE OR PERIOD 
ORIGINAL OWN E R Homer wnson 

STY LE Texan Ranch HouseORIGINA L U SE Hanch House A RCHI TE CT HoneP RES ENT OWNER NPS BUILDER Homer Wilson
PR E SE NT US E Ab::mdoncd 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS US EWA L CONSTRUCTION ~to C 

N o. o F s To RI Es One HSI Cl assifi cation : CC 
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANC E AN D DE SCRIPTION OP EN TO PUBLIC Yes 

This house was built by pioneer ·ancher Ji.om.er ',i llson . It served as head­
quarters for the southern sccti.o .. of t ho .!Uson .1::mch, one of the outstanding 
cattle , goat , and sheep ranches o f. the ·;hlsoz Mounta·:ns country . Beginning 
in the 1880Ts , Blue Crec1c Canyon, ]argc..;t drainaee 01.. t ')f the Chiso::; , Has 
favored cattle country . General Gano's r.ircat G4 Ranco. ._ncompassed the area . 
In 1915 Francis ~1ooney bought Blue Creel~ Canyon , and hor ter ·.. .:..lson bought it 
from him ca . 192i1. . r1'he present ranch complex dates f rom : · r: ,; t ~~me , but 
evidence presently available does not pj_npoint exac t years of construction . 
I n addition t o t11e ranch house , the complex includes an old- fas :--: i oned pol e 
corral and snut·'')inr; post , a stocl{ d'ipplng chute, a stone ci s tern , and a small 
ut:i.li ty blLldin_s . 

The l· ilsor :~:1ch :i. s significant as the finest extant st te f or interpr etation 
of the O!),,. range lives tock industFJ within the conf 4 nes of Big fr:,nd ifational 
Park . I .~ strategic locatJon wHh regard to Route '.) frnn Panther Jimction to 
Castolon, 2nd the intcGrity o f the isolated envirort'1e:'1 and ranch structures , 
make the ··· te ideal for this ..'...nterpretive pur pose . 

Descrip o : I\. one-story stone ranch house cons t ruc ted of native stone ualls, 
con ret - . "loor, and 100 ceilinJ ·1. cams supporting a corrucc..:-cd metal r oof; 
interio. i ls plastered . Floor plan of ranch house consi3 - f of lar~e r 

s i:-::le - ""' Approximate dimens ions lJ-5' x 181, wi th screened por ;'1 runnin_e 
en _re length of buildine for overall dimensi ons of 45 ' x 30 1 • 0orra l "\ 

co-1sists of vertical poles and is about LW t i n diameter with a snubbing post 
::'...n the center . Dipping chute is 20 ' long wi t h cemen t apron. Uti l ity building 
1 ~1 x 18 1 , concrete walls , cane ceiling on log joists wi th later tin roof added . 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~ T RU C TU RE Endangered Yes Interior Fair E'ICterior Fair 

See inter_m historical base map ac companying this report. 

,
~ 6 . LO C A TI ON MAP (Plan Optional) 

" PUBLI SHE D SOURC ES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVI EWS, RE CORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Utley , t1Lontshorns of the Big Bend," 
1962. 
Raht, Romance of Davis Mountains and 

Big Bend Countr y , 1963 edi t i on . 

~ 
7. PHOTOGRAPH Attached 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AN D TITLE OF RECORDER 

William E. Brmm 
Regional Histori an 
Southwest Regional 0.1. :·ice 

DA TE OF RECORD October, 1964 

http:Ji.om.er
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HISTOl<I AMER! /1.~ 'JI DING S SU R Yl. qA1F 
INV E NTORYCOUNl Y (BIB., ) 
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· ·· erto L ma '.. a a ploncer ex~ c · f c n the B i.e; Ben country who 
t lc. tll II lamo C e c r~ : n e , 11 Lnc there a l l hl l onG l fc and 
sinG ver\ larce famil y . He died Jn 1947 at ch of 109 . I n t he earl ' 

on t he ,oman he , r Tr ail t roufr th Park , and Luna 
1 rclr ~on 1ith these sav ge warr ors and also 

the vicinitr . Tha t he s r v ved the ncurs i ons 
tr:· lt e o hls diplomacy . T at t e succeeded 

"or ne 1 t}ie dr.1 .l\l mo Creek dra nae i ine t he t ech­
ni .ue of ly li ht l y less amaz i ng . 

Tle L e idence is s ifi cant as t c p ime exampl e wit1jn t _ Park of 
the pr imit::_ve ·1e~ can hou e- shel te r t ypi cal of ea 1· ect pi o ee1 ,Jctt l ement . 

in plan, t he ear of the hou u t i l iz s a large 
: "t o lder a one e d of the t ucture . W 11 o-: 1 me"'·,one and 

d tone i' cc'r~ a e la d up j-1/ fe e t hi h n mud o....·t _ • They ar 3' thi c 
': t he basP t the op . U r ght f orlceo pol er, r e s e t i nte r 1c; 

,. on itudina pol es resti jn th f orks . Al ong t he 
centr al lo ~-~l s o room are six simi l r ut longer ad he vier pr ght ~ 
~upport center r pole in re lay·.:1 . Primary beams ext,end on e i t er id 
~~om center r dge pole to the side supports , f lush with t e ~o 1alls . 
Ocot 'llo branc es, rus h , eart, and s t one f or ballast fo ~- e r oofing .1 

-,cal curtain \·al l s d vided the interi or, and the f loor s ear hen . J door 
,:as hun t o one ed )e of the fron t u r ht . 

~ popular s t opp~n[.; place f o i sitors, the Luna Residence should be s ta i l zed 
an wood upri hts an suppo t~ snould be treated w th preserva t ives . 

Inte r ior Exterior Ru.es Ruins 

See nt er m his tori ca. base map accompany ng this r eport . 
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l . STATE Texas 
COUNTY Brewster (BIBE) 
TOWN Castolon VICINITY 

I STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER ~ exican and Anglo farmers 
ORIGINAL USE Farm conununity and army post 
PRESENT OWN ER NPS 
PRESENT USE Historic compound 

ALL CONSTRUCTION 

t 0. OF STORIES 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVENTORY 

2. NAME Castolon Historic Compound ~ 1I-
600, 601,602,603,604,605,606,607,608) 

DATE OR PERIOD early 1900s 
STYLE Border Adobe 
ARCHITECT None 
BUILDER Various farmers and U.S. AMJJ 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

HSI Classification: CC 
1·1. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC Yes 

The Castolon Historic Compound is here treated as a unit, with individual data 
shee t s and photos attached for each of the historic structures. This site will 
be the prime interpretive center for human history in Big Bend National Park. 
Beginning in the late 1800s, Mexicans and Anglos began intensive flood plain 
farming in this area. Castolon became the trade and supply center for the 
surroun ng hinterlands where mining and grazing were practiced. It was also 
a center for smuggling activities and Candelilla wax extraction. In addition 
to illustrating the isolated and rugged way of life during these early years, 
Castolon played an important role as a U.S. Army post during the period of 
border disturbances highlighted by the activities of Pancho Villa. Texas RangerE 
had a post in the area also. Thus in one spot the Park has a nucleus of his­
toric structures where the various themes of Big Bend and Mexican border country 
can be interpreted. This will be accomplished by preservation and restoration 
of the historic structures both for exhibit purposes and for functional use, to 
the extent that the latter does not intrude upon the atmosphere and mood of the 
site. In line with this intended development, which is already underway, it 
would seem essential that further functional developments in the Castolon 
vicinity, including visitor facilities and Service residences and utilities, be 
confined to the lowlands west of the compound. The compound, located on a small 
plateau jutting out over the flood plain of the Rio Grande, has a high degree 
of integrity. Judicious planning to preserve that integrity will be decisive 
in achieving interpretive goals at Castolon. 

Historical background on Castolon is sparse and contradictory. Because of its 
~~~ e importance as an interpretive center, a comprehensive historical study 
o the site is now being accomplished by contract. Doubtless this study will 
re uire revision and expansion of the historical data that follows. 

E xterlor5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HRUCTURE Endangered Interior 

See attached site map and interim historical base map accompanying this 
report. 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 7,PHOTOGRAPH Attached 
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND. TITLE OF RECORDER 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Dr. John A. Carroll, 11 Notes on Nine William E. Brown 
Historic Plac s of the Lower Big Bend Regional Historian-
Country. 11 1964. Southwest Regional Office 

Local interviews and various published 
~nurces. DA TE OF RE CORD October 1964 

RS k ,por ts, 1962 and 1963. 
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® OFFICER'S OIIARTERS.... These two buildings were built in 1920 for Calvary Officer's quar­
ters. Mr. Cartler· ought the buildings in 1925 and used them as residences for his family. They 

· are now the resi '-..,, es of National Park Service employees living here to protect and maintain the \._.., 
Castolon area for you . Again we find the thick walled adobe buildings extremely suitable for this -
ervironment, as they are cool , sturdy , and functional. 

,-_ 1 = - ~ : : : : : : C ~ ,~ ~tfGLGR-
(z) ADOBE STOCK PILES. . .. The adobe bricks you see stockpiled here were made during Mr. 

7~Al---
Cartledge's ownership, presumably to construct visitor facilities. -Imagine the many, many ~cm 
hours that went into the fabricati on of these hand-made building bricks. 

Standing on this bluff , looking over the fields below and across the Rio Grande, you can see 
the village of Santa Elena, Mexico. 

@ W~KSHOP AND STORAGE ROOM... .This building is now used as a workshop, fire cache, 
and storage room. Little is known of its origin . It may have been used by the Army as barracks or 
as a recreation ball. 

®GRANARY AN D T ACK ROOM.... When the Army horses were not. out on a patrol, they were kept 
in this corral. The building inside the corral was used by the ·Army as a feed storage room. One 
part of the builiiing was the tack room where the cavalrymen repaired their saddles , bridles , and 
other gear. Sometimes ·Park Ran gers keep their horses in this corral. 

@, LOADING CORRAL. . . .This enclosure was most likely constructed by the Cartledge Ranch as 
a loading corral. During the past years numerous cattle no doubt have walked .up the narrow ramp 
on the west end for shipment to market. · 

Let your imagination carry you back thirty years and visualize the . busy activity trot must have 
been going on in this area, now just a quiet, sleepy reminder of the past. Cotton and vegetable 
farming and cattle , goat , and sheep rancl1ing kept an estimated sixty families busy. The Castolon 
s tore wa:i the focal point for most of this activity. 

[D ALVINO RESIDENCE.. . .The Mexican family which lived in this building worked in the exten­
s ive cotton fields which once existed toward the river, and grew vegetables such as corn , beans , 
and squash , for the Cartledge farm . Just east of this building a wax processing operat~on was 
carried on , in which a high quality wax was extracted from the Candelilla or wax.euphorbia plant. 
This plant which grows in the United States only in the Big Bend ~ountry, was heavily depleted 
before the park was established in 1944. 

@CULTIVATED FIELDS.. :These flat areas now overgrown with a lush cover of Johnson grass · 
were once irrigated fields of cotton and row crops of vegetable s. Located on a .highly fe rtile river 
flood plain the crops fared very ·well. At the extreme west end of this clearing, a two story cotton 
gin was once located. But because of extreme costs to transport the cotton to market and the fall­
!ng prices of cotton , the gin was abandoned in the early 1920' s, a lthough cotton farming went on 
for some t ime after that. · 

@ SANTA ELENA CROSS!NG... Follow this road for about one-ha lf mile and you arrive at the 
banks of the Rio Grande . This crossing is known as an Internationa l Class B Port of Entry , so it 
is legal for you to cross the river if you desire to visit the quie t li ttle agri cultural vipage of 
Santa Elena , Mexico. The man "".ith a row boa t will ferry you across. Unlike most well-known bor­
der towns , this vi llage i s unsp,)iled by commercialization, .and here you can become aware of real 
frontier atmosphere . Such couveniences as electricity and plumbing, which we take for granted, 
are considered the utmost in luxury to the dwellers of this Mexican village. 

@ PRIMITIVE ROAD... This primitive road provides access to the backcountry wilderness ·of Big · 
Bend National Park. Travel on this road is not recommended for passenger cars , as safe travel 
usually requires a pick-up or four-wheel drive vehicle. The road winds along the Rio Grande for 
more than fifty miles near Mariscal Canyon and through an abandoned mining area before emerging 
on the paved road near Rio Grande Village in the eastern portion of the park. Before traveling 
this road you must secure a permit from a Park Ranger. Inquire at the store or at the Ran·ger 
Station for further information. 

publ ished by the 

BIG BEND NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION 

in coopera tion with the 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

THE HI STO RY of this area dates back to the late 1800's when settlers came into Big Bend to set 
up ranching operations in this new , wild , and rugged country . Some of these pioneers established 
ranch headquarters at site s a long the Rio Grande. The peaceful atmosphere of this border country 
was some times punctuat~d by violence , which reached a climax during the period 1914-1920. This 
was the time of the Mexican revolutionary , Pancho Villa_ Mexican bandits raided across the U.S. 
border causing irate and worried citizens to request Army protection . During this period there was 
also the ominous possibility of a Ger.nan alliance with Mexico which would pose a threat along 
our southern boundary. The. U.S. Army established s everal outposts to insure the safety of border 
residents. The Castolon Historic Compound has been preserved by the National Park Service , De­
partment of the Interior, to illustrate this colorful way of life which has passed from the American 
scene . 

SEE MAP INSIDE 

(D MAGDALEtiA RESIDENCE.. .. This small adobe house is reported to have been built about 
1925 for Magdalena Silvas who worked many years as cook for the Cartledge family . It was a lso 
used for a short time as an outpost station by Company 'C' of 'the Texas Rangers . The National 
Park Service now uses the building: as a Park Ranger Station and Visitor Information Office. 

® GARLICK HOUSE. . .. Here you see a typical representation of the adobe brick type houses used 
by early Big Benders. The thick walls of adobe are very useful to residents of this area , as they 
are excellent insulators against the heat. Even during the hottest days, you will find it quite cool 
in the evening. The six-inch thick ,roof , made of soil , wood and corrugated roofing, helps to keep 
the interior cool. The shed on the north side was used as a blacksmith shop . The house was nazn­
ed for one of its occupants , Mr. Fred Garlick, who worked for Mr: Cartledge as farm manager. 

@ CASTOLON STORE... .This building was constructed in 1919 by the U.S . Army as a barracks 
to hous e a troop of U.S. Calvary. Howeverhostilities along the Mexico-United State s border ceased 
with the retirement of Panclio Vi Ila in 1920 a nd, the end of World War I in 1918, and troops were no 
longer required. In 1925, Mr. Wayne Cartledge·, who had leased the site to the Army , purchased 
these buildings and converted·the barracks into a general store. This store has supplied the local 
miners , ranchers , and Mexi can citizens from acros s the river with essential food, clothing and tools 
for forty years. Mr. Cartledge formed the La Harmonia Company to conduct the business of the 
store and farm. The Castolon property ·is now part of Big Bend National P ark. The store is oper­
ated by National Parks Concessions , Inc. The original ranch-store atmosphere prevails here for 
you to enjoy. ·Residents of Santa Elena , Mexico still depend on this s tore for many food items. 

@ COMFORT STATION . ...Originally built by the U.S. Army in 1919 as a shower and latrine for 
the Calvary, the building has recently undergone interior modernization for your convenience. 

@ STEAM ENGINE AND BOILER. .. .This early piece of machinery manufactured in 1915, was 
operateq as·a. power source for many years. It was ·used to power a pump to lift water from the Rio 
Grande to irrigate the fi.elds below. Note the large size cylinder in the engine. 

(Continued on Back Page) 



Castolon Histo i c Compound 

Castolon Store BBH-600: This building was constructed in 1919 by the 
U.S. Army as a barracks to house a troop of U.S. Cavalry. When 
hostilities along the U.S.-Mexican border ended in 1920 with the 
retirement of Pancho Villa, the Army abandoned the post. In 1925 Mr. 
·iayne Cartle ge, who had leased the site to the Army, purchased 
t h s building and others erected by the Army, and converted the 
ba r acks into a general store. This store has supplied the local 
miners, : anchers, and Mexican citizens from across the river with 
essential food, clothing and tools for 40 years. Mr. Cartledge 
formed t he La Harmonia Company to conduct the business of the store 
and farm. The store and other st tures i~ the compound were bought 
by the Service in 1957. The sto·· o erated by National Parks 
C ~ cessions, Inc., and the origi a ranch-store atmosphere still 
prevails. For the Me.xic r esidents of Santa Elena village across 
the river, the store is a prime source of supplies. 

Description : A three-r oom adobe-wall structure with concrete foun­
dation and. -· oor and pitched asbestos-shingle roof. A covered porch 
runs the full length of the front (south) side of the building. 

This building is in fair condition and will continue in use as a 
general store. The east end will be converted to a small exhibit 
room summarizing Castolon and Big Bend history. 
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C stolon Historic Compound 

Army Utility Buil ~-. (BBH-601): Built in 1919 by the Army, this 
s t ructure may· av been used as a barracks and recreation hall. 
It is presently utilized by the Service as a workshop and storage 
room. 

Description : One stor"'J, two rooms , adobe block construction, earth 
floor, corrugated metal roof. Foundations concrete in part. Adobe 
is plastered inside and out. The building has been stabilized with 
steel cables to prevent bowing out of end walls. Outside dimensions 
are about 23' x 50', not including ramada and utility shed. 

Routine maintenance and con inued functional use is proposed. 
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Castolon Hi storic Compound 

Army Lat rine (BBH-602): Built by the Army in 1919 as a shower 
d latrine for cavalry troops, this structure has been converted 

i ~ a comfort station for visitors. 

-..~cription: Adobe bloclc walls with concrete foundations and 
floor and asbestos-shingle roof. Floor plan as shown on attached 
sheet has been altered to provide two rest rooms. 

Building is in excellent condition and will continue in .functional 
use. 
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Castolon Histori c Compound 

Offi cer st Auarters (BBH-603 and 604): Built by the Army in 1920 
as offi cers ' quarters, t hese t wo buildings bought i n 1925 by 
Car t l ed~e and conver t ed to f amily residences. They are now used 

r es idences for 1PS employees. 

Dc=:;crin t ·. n : BBH- 603: Adobe block cons tructi on wi t h concrete 
~oundat~ nd floor and asbestos shingle roof. Five rooms and 
covere ~ porch. 1·alls plas t ered i n and out. BBH-60~: Same except 
for being a s ller, four-room structure. 

Rout ine maintenance and continued functional use is proposed. 
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Castolon Historic Co~ o nd 

}a0 dale a House {BB -605): This small adobe house is reported to have 
been built about 1925 for Magdal ena Silvas who worked many years as 
coo<: for t he Cartledge family . It was also u ed for ·a short time as 
"n out ) st station by Company Co the Texas Rangers. The National 
r ....r~c .i.' ice now uses t he -ouilding as a Park Ranger and visitor 
001 t s.ct sta tion. 

~cs cription: One story, two-room adobe structure with pitched metal 
roof. Cone... ete oundation and wood floor. , Building -1as stabilized 
a repaired in 1963 by Ruins Stabilization Unit and is now in 
e -cellent condition. 

Routine maintenance and continued functional use is planned. 
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Cas t olon ·is toric Com~ound 

Garlic ouse (BB--606 ) : At i cal adobe-br i ck house of the pioneering 
p riod i~ the Big Bend count~y . Natural materials, includi ng thi ck 
adobe , alls and earth insulated r oof are excellent adaptations to 
t e hot cli rr.~t e . Built in the early 1900s , this house was occupied 
by Mr. Fr ee. ,., rli c, f arm manager ~or Car tledge. 

Des cri _ t ion : One- story , four-room ado e s t ructure with adobe roof 
and shade ramada , concrete and sod f l oo . Spli t-log ceili ng is an 
i nteresti ng ar chitectural f eature . Buildi ng was stabili ze and 
r epaired byt e Ruins Stabilizati on Unit in ·1963, and i s now in 
excellent condition. The original adobe roof was replaced by a much 
l i ·hter concrete material to reduce strain on supporting members. 

The building is open to the public as a historic house exhibit. 
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Castolon istoric Compoun 

Alvi no Residence (BBH-607): Tnis is one of the oldest buildings 
in the Castolon vicinity, probably ant ating any other building in 
t he hi Jorie compound. }exican families who lived in this building 
worked in the extensive cotton fields which once extended toward 
the river. mhey gre-,1 vegetables in nearby fie lds for the Cartledge 
farm. Just east of this structure was a wax processing plant that 
extracted high-quality wax from the Candelilla or wax euphorbia 
plant . This plant grows in the United States only in the Big Bend 
Country. 

Description: A one-story adobe residence with sod roof, concrete 
and sod floor, and t one foun ations t ypical of Southwest primitive 
architecture. Comprising five rooms, the structure was built and 
added -to in many stages which are easily traced by differi ng 
architectural details--another interesting aspect of the building1 s 
history. The construction holding up t he sod roof is of 2 x 8 
joists in some portions, and log vigas. and cane sheathing in other 
areas. T building is in partial ruins. 

Plans call f or stabilizati on and limited rehabilitation of this 
structure as a historic house exhibit. 
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Cas tolon His toric Compound 

Granary and Tack Room (BBH- 608) : These small frame structures and 
their associated corral were built by the Arrrry ca. 1919. When the 
Arrrry hor es were not out on patrol they were lrnpt in this corral. 
~ e buildin0 inside ~· e corral was used by the Army as a feed 
s tora e room. Or.e part oi the ouildinc \ as the tack room where 
t : e cav 1 n repaired the i sa j les, ~1 idles , and other gear. 
ven ow muggli activiti ~ and dr 1f ~ng s tock make p trols along 

tie border necessary. The cor r al is still used for horses by the 
trolling offi cers, includin0 ational Park Rangers. 

scr· p vion : Frame structures in fair condition. Routine main­
preservation will be required. 
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Castolon Historic Compound 

Loading Corral unnumbered): }ost likely built in the twenties 
ar t of the Ca~tled e r anchin operation, this post and rail 

enclosure includes a lo ding rarj~ . 

Descript on · Post and rail cons t uotion, about 50' x 50 1 • 

Preserv tl"on to illustrate cattle ranching in vicinity is proposed. 
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Form 10-445 
(5/62) 

HI STORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

COUNTY Brewster (BIBE) 
1. STATE Texas 

INVENTORY 

TOWN VICINITY On alluvial 
STREET No. flats east of Castolon. 2• NAME Derrick House (BBH-111) 

DATE OR PERIOD early 1920s 
ORIGINAL OWNER Richard Derrick 

STYLE Border Adobe 
ORIGINAL USE Farm house 

ARCHITECT None
PRESENT OWN ER NPS 

BUILDER Richard Derrick
PR E SL NT USE Residence 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Adobe 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. OF STO R ES One HSI Classification: CC 
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4. NOTAB Le° FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIG~I FICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC No 

Known also as the Green residence, located on the alluvial flats below and 
east of the store in Castolon Village, this structure was built by farmer­
rancher-miner Richard Derrick in the early twenties. It was acquired by the 
Park in a land t ransfer in 1944 and was formerly used as a Ranger residence. 
It is now occupied by Aaron and Wayne Green, river riders for the u.s. 
Department of Agriculture's Bureau of Animal Husbandry. The house is a good 
example of the Big Bend adobe ranch house. 

Description: Walls and foundations apparently adobe throughout; floor of 
concrete; roof part corrugated metal and part rolled roofing. One story high, 
four rooms, 800 square feet of floor space, plus a screened porch 12' x 40'. 

Walls appear sound; however, joints between adobe brick courses particularly 
at the west side are weathered, and the other walls are pitted. 

Plans include grouting of weathered joints and pitted walls; plastering of 
exterior surface; treating of wood trim with preservative. ' · · 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered NO Interior Fair Exterlor Fair 

See interim historical base map accompanying this report. 

6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 7,PHOTOGRAPH Attached 
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Auff'lor, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND" TITLE OF RECORDER 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 
William E. Brown 

Richert, "Stabilization Requirements, Regional Historian 
Big Bend National Park," 1962. Southwest Regional Office 

Local interviews. 
DATE OF RECORD October 1964 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEYl. STATE Texas 
INVENTORYcouNTY Brewster (BIBE) 

TOWN VICINI TY Qn flood 
2. NAME Cotton Gin (BBH-609)

STREET No. plain west of Castolon. 

DATE OR PERIOD early 1920s 
ORIGINAL OWNER Wayne Cartledge 

STYLE Border adobe 
ORIGINAL USE Cotton gin and pumphouse 

ARCHITECT None 
PRESENT OWN ER NPS 

BUILDER Wayne Cartled.P:e 
PRESENT USE Abandoned 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Adobe 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. 0 F ST O RIES Two HSI Classification: CC 
4. NOTABLE. FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIG..,IFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC Yes 

Cartledge built the cotton gin and purnphouse in 1922. When the price of 
cotton dropped sharply in 1928, the cotton gin was permanently abandoned as 
an economic loss. The pumphouse was continued in use for furnishing irri­
gation water to the fields. Cotton grown after 1929 was processed at Fort 
Stockton. Park acquired building in 1961. 

The cotton gin, with its rusting machinery, would illustrate the marginal 
nature of farming activities in the remote sections of the Big Bend. 

Description: Combined cotton gin and irrigation pumphouse on the north bank 
of the Rio Grande and strategically located with respect to the arable land. 
Two stories high, walls on both exterior and interior are of adobe block. 
Foundations are concrete while the floor is part wood and part earth. Former 
roof was corrugated metal. The second story has vanished with the exception 
of the south wall and two short adjacent stubs. Outside dimensions about 
60 1 X 55 1 • 

Plan: Stabilize and clean up so structure safe for visiting public. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HRUCTURE Endangered Yes Interior Ruins Exterior Ruins 

See interim historical base map accompanying this report. 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH At+~~hon 
a. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Page•) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND. TITLE OF RECORDER 

INTERVIEWS RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

!Richert, ''Stabilization Requirements, William E. Brown 
Big Bend National Park," 1962. 

IRSU Report, 1963. 
Sholley, 11 Castolon Property, 11 1955. 
Madison. The Big Bend Countr:v. 1Q'1'i. 

Regional Historian 
Southwest Regional Office 

DA TE OF RECORD October 1 Q64 
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1. STATE Texas 
couNTY Brewster (BIBE) 
TOWN VICINITY One-half mile 
STREET NO.west of Castolon Historic Com-

pound 
ORIGINAL OWNER J. L. Sublett 
ORIGINAL USE Trading Store 
PRESENT OWN ER NPS 
p RESENT USE Abandoned 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Adobe 
NO . OF STORIES One with attic 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVEtHORY 

2,NAME Castolon Old Store Compound 
(BBH-616, 617, 618) 

DA TE OR PERIOD ca. 1900 
STYLE Border Adobe 
ARC'HITECT None 
BUILDER J.L. Sublett {?). Hernandez {?) 

J. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

HSI Classification: CC 
4. NOTABLE° FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC Yes 

These three structures--Old Store (618), Cafe (617), and Shed (616)--formed 
the original nucleus of commercial settlement at Castolon. The trading 
establishment, serving farmers, ranchers, and miners in the area, was 
probably founded by Cipriano Hernandez about 1900. Later Sublett bought him 
out and ran the store until 1916 when Wayne Cartledge undertook the operation. 
Cartledge did business here until he bought the Army post in the present 
Castolon Historic Compound in 1925. 

The interpretive significance of this old compound would be in its role as 
the supply and social center for the isolated lower Big Bend country. 

Description: Old Store (618): A large adobe one-story structure with attic, 
on river cobble foundation, floor of wood, roof of corrugated metal, though 
original adobe roof indicated. The reed or cane ceiling is of special in­
terest. Erosion of adobe walls and some undercutting on north and west sides 
is being checked by emergency stabilization procedures. Outside dimensions: 
ca. 53' x 161. Cafe (617): One-story adobe throughout except for concrete 
floor. Probably used as combination cafe-residence. Walls eroded, roof and 
ceiling intact, but roof leakage is leading to interior adobe erosion. Out­
side dimensions: ca. 341 x 14•. Shed (616): Single room shed of adobe 
construction throughout. Roof missing. 

Plans call for stabilization and preservation as an exhibit for visitors 
. traveling Park Route 9. 

fair to ruins condition 
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered YP~ fnterlar / Exterior 

See interim historical base map attached to this report. 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7, PHOTOGRAPH Attached 
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND. TITLE OF RECORDER 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

RSU Reports, 1962, 1963; Sholly, 1955; 
Carroll, ,,Notes on Nine Historic 

Places in the Lower Big Bend 

William E. Brown 
Regional Historian 
Southwest Regional Office 

Country, n 1964. DATE OF RECORD ()l. ~.;~.2r 1 g64 
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t o rm 1 -.Sd 5 1. T AT Texas 
I 5 2\ 

cou T v Br e .J S ter ( BI BE ) 
r v.N v1c1N1TY on River 
STR E T NO . •{oad east of Castolon 

ORI GINAL OWNER Elmo Johnson 
OR IG INAL US E Ranch House 

NPS 
ENT USE Abandoned 

ON STRUC TION J\dob 
~ o F sTo RIE s One 

HISTORIC AMERICAN OIJILDI NGS SURVEY 

INVnnoRY 

2- NAME Johnson Ranch House (unnumbered) 

DATE OR PERIOD ca. 1900 
STYLE Border Adobe 
ARCHITECT None 
BUILDER Elmo Johnson 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

HSI Classification· cc 
' T ABLE F E ATU RE S, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC Yes 

.u 

J oh ~.~ . · sacc ~sful rancher , built this palatial adobe ranch house in 
_ar l ·\ O 1: i ently it ., s .'lot necessary for him to struggle for a 

. _. g i r: l,his country, but ra t e. -o en j oy its beauty. Many guests came to 
LL 
0 -, i , i sola '0ed hacienda, includin U. • Ar . aviators from San Antonio who landed 

o . nearby airstrip. 

recently as 1959 this handsome adobe was still habitable. 
a ~r ~ sferred to the Park , it was abandoned and left to salvage 

.,he po :, i ex-· l..,an peons from across the river. The roof, all timber, and 
0 , ·p:porti .,r members were taken, leavi ng t he house to unkind elements. Today it0 

. ghos t ~y adobe ruin on stone foundations. The ten-room floor plan can still 
~ ~raced ~n the ruins. West of the mai n ruin is a small roofless stone utility 
' " lding. 

V'l 

Plan : Minimum stabilization of the adobe ruins by means of epoxy spraying.0.. 
<I. 
a: 

( 
l. 
I. 
0.. 

z 
_J 
<{ 

1-
z 
w Is PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~T RUCTURf Endangered Yes Interior Ruin Exterior Ruin 
~ 
l!.l 
....J 
0.. 
0.. 
.:::>.,, See interim historical base map accompanying this report • 

~ 6 . LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

:3 . PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, T i tle, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PH O. 0 , E TC. 

,· adison and Still · 11, How Come It's 
Called That, 1958 . 

Local interviews. 

7, PHOTOGRAPH Attached 
9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE (1 F RECORDER 

William E. Brown 
Regional Historian 
Southwest Regional Office 

DA TE OF RECORD October 1 64 
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1. STATE Texas 
COUNTY Brewster (BIBE) 
TOWN VICINITY At the north 
STREET NO. end of Mariscal Mountain 

ORIGINAL OWNER Mariscal Mining Company 
ORIGINAL USE Cinnabar mine 
PRESENT OWN ER NPS 
PRESENT USE Abandoned 
W, i L CONST Ru C TION Adobe Stone concrete 

I I

NO. OF STORIES Various structures 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVENTORY 

2. NAME Mariscal Mine Complex (BBH-10) 

DATE OR PERIOD ca. 1900 
STYLE 

ARCHITECT None 
BUILDER Mariscal Minin 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

1---------------------'L-----------..........-..iw,..___.w.,w.___-'4 
d. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION 'OPEN TO PUBLIC Yes 

The Mariscal Mine was one of many cinnabar or quicksilver mining operations 
in the Parl{ and immediate vicinity. A full study of the site should be 
accomplished in the near future with measured drawings of all major mining 
structures. Because of the mine's isolation from main-traveled Park routes, 
it is a relatively pristine mining ghost town. To the recorder's· knowledge 
there is nothing else within the Park System to compare with it. The 
limited time available for survey of this extensive site did not allow 
detailed recording of each building. However, by means of photos and 
descriptions of typical buildings, a general picture of the mine complex, 
adequate for preliminary "cc" classification of all historic structures, is 
here presented. 

The Mariscal Mine began operation shortly after 1900 and continued as a 
sporadic producer through World War II. It was a small producer, during its 
heyday in 1917-21 yielding only 860 flasks of cinnabar, as compared to 8,000 
flasks for a more prosperous mine at Terlingua. · 

Description: The Mariscal Mine complex contains a number of large ore- · 
processing structures, grouped on the side of Mariscal Mountain, and at least 
17 adobe and stone re~idences and utility buildings on adjacent lowlands where 
the mine officials and laborers lived. See the attached sheets and photos 
for .detailed descriptions. 

Plan: General clean-up, removal of structural and environmental dangers 
(including closing of mire shafts), and interpretation as a ghost-town 
exhibit. 

Major mine structures are 
construction, and basicall

of stone and concrete 
y sound.E , 

15. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !TRUCTURE Endangered Interior x er or 

See attached site· map and ·interim historical base map accompanying this 
.report. 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INT ERVIEW S, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

; -adison, The Big Bend Country, 1955. 
Hitchcock, 11 Some Big Bend Personalities" 

M.A. Thesis, Sul Ross College, n.d. 
Suaul ing~ 11 Quiwksilver Mines of Brewste coun ~exas -~ & Mini Journa~ 

(June 1901. 

7. PHOTOGRAPH Attached 
9. NAME, ADDRESS AND. TITLEOF RECORDER 

William E. Brown 
Regional Historian 
Southwest Regional Office 

DATE OF RECORD October 1 64 
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:Mariscal Mine Complex 

Cone ete Employee Residences: Seven of these one-room, concrete 
wall, floor and foundation structures are grouped in the valley below 
the main mi e complex. They are roofless. Dimensions are about 15' 
x 20'. They have been thoroughly stripped of all structural elements 
aside from the concrete fabric. Minor clean-up is all that is 
necessary to put them in condition for indefinite, maintenance-free 
exhibition. 
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r, ariscal Min ~ Complex 

Mine Superintendentts House: A four-room adobe strur ' 1 e, wood 
floor and ceiling, rolled-roofing cover of hi pped r aft r-and-plank 
roof. Stone-veneer ed adobe chimney. Outside dimen ions about 30' 
x 30'. This structure should be s tabilized, cleaned up , and damaged 
roof sect ons repaired. In the event of future intensive inter­
pretation of the mining story in the Big Bend, this structure would 
be the logical place for a small exhibit display and starting point 
for a self~~~ i 1ng trail t~ough the mine complex. 

( 



( 

~ ) HcL .......1'.-- ·-· '1 wse..e. fl 

• 



\' 

•p 

( 



( 

Mariscal }ine Complex 

Company Store: A one-room concrete structure with a rafter-plank 
roof covered with rolled roofing paper. Clean-up and recovering 
of roof would hold this building indefinitely. Interpretation of 
the role of a company store in a company settlement such as this 
would be an interesting exhibit.· 
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Mariscal Mine Complex 

Limestone Employee Huts and Adobe Barracks: These crudely fashioned 
domiciles were built by Mexi can laborers and the families. There 
a e about eight of the limestone huts averaging 1 ' x 14'. They are 
in various stages of disre air, some with roofs and some roofless. 
Some have a slightly pitched roof, others have a sloped roof from 
one side to the ot r. The walls are mud-plastered inside. 

The adobe barracks or bunk-houses average about 121 x 251. Sloped 
mud roofs supported by vigas are in bad shape. They have kitchen 
and mess areas in back. 

Perhaps one of each of these types of structures could be stabilized 
and repaired for essential structural preservation as exhibits, and 
the rest merely cleaned up and made safe for visitors, as ruins. 
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Mariscal Mine Complex 

Brick Ki ln: Of limestone construction; 15' across, 8• inside 
diameter, 10' deep, circular wall 3' thick, with fire-brick lining. 
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Mariscal Mine Complex 

T ..e at t ached overall view of the main mine structures introduces 
t he f ollowing detailed descriptions with individual photos attached 
in the same order : 

1. Overall view looking west. 

2. Paymas ter 's Office: Limestone walls, flagstone floor 21' x 2~', 
walls stable, roof gone. 

3. Processing Buildings (two of these of similar structure): Lime­
stone construction. The "roof11 of the long flat section ex­
tending to the left in the photo contains eight large holes 
lined with ceramic pipe. What appear to be windows are drainage 
vents from the intake holes on top. 

Main Processing Plant: This includes a brick i'urnace (fore­
gr ound), the limestone smelter (center), and the two concrete 
retorts on either side of the smelter. The figure at the left 
of the near re t ort gives an idea of scale. The main plant is 
ca. 150' across the front. 

5. Stone Ruins behind Main Processing Plant: These limestone 
ruins include t he powerhouse, pump, ore dump, and other utility 
structures which supported the processing operation. _ 

6. View~ortheast from top of Main Processing Plant showing Mine 
Superintendent's House and other structures in valley. 

******************************* 

~he Main Processing Plant and its satellite structures are all of 
s ound s t one, concrete, or brick construction. Clean up and removal 
of obvious hazards would appear to be the limit of NPS resources at 
t · -·s extensive site. The rugged terrain and the heights involved 
with some of these structures (assuming that all mine shafts are 
closed) would still dictate stringent warnings to all visitors, 
especially those accompanied by children. 
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1' ariscal ne Complex 

In addition to the specific structures and ruins described above, 
t here are many miscellaneous ruins, foundations, etc., scattere 
throughout the site. These would require only minor cleanup and 
no maintenance. 
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INVENTORY 

! CINI TY :Jcc-t of 
t ·o J.i. l2r;e . 2 . JAMl Hot Sprinr-r ComplC'X (BBH- 19 , 20 

80 , ;n , u 2 ) 

ORI GIN AL OWN ER ,, . 0 . 0.l ['fO d 
0 I G I A I. U 5 E ~- O n·.L ,. t h Or t 

,.·on 

DA TE OR P RIOD 1912 and l .127 
STYL ,'.Jou H rt n maSOlFJ 
ARCHITECT 

BU I LD R 

-. FOR LI B 

I ne 
J . O. 

':.'he ,G c homesteaded in 1909 b J . O. LanGford , r.JL, c S'"'ippcan 
:·10 cadc ·o the dr., cli m te to cuJ' _ hi m laria . i l t . ba th -
ou e t t' ie Hot Sp1 ing nd w ::; adver t i ... · 11G t c m raculous cur t i vc propcrt eo 

of l ts :-ra ters . Durine tl e · r der di t r, ances of the · r ld ::ar I peri od 

·· 1 ·ne 
d later 

or d left the l ot Spr in s, but retu ncd later . In l .127 e 1ilt t he ton 
formin tl 1 cmain:::; at the site . The Langford:::; l eft in 1 91~2 
, ae;r;ie 0m:i. th and bath- house . \· hen the Park acquired 

1.1e , the ba 'c 1- hou in f or 11 t he of ma..1111::ind , 
· s blo m up . ,--

11.1 e t Spr:~ncs onplex recall t fi t ecreatlonal- t o 1r st a ti it· i 1 tl 
iG Bend co n tr~ . ~le infl x of tou ict:::; attract d to the pl ce in it l~ day 

·I inf uenti 1 .:.. 1 tr e ln ter movement fo p c ervation of the precent P r."·• 

in co1 plc·, inch de::; t ..1c {ot prings tore and Post Off cc 
a.. 
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Sprinc tone ec .L encc (DBL- 1 ), and the ot 3pri ,.. Cab n . ., 
1~ttacl cd arc floo plan0 1ltr. cllmen:::;lo1s f or the c structures . 

r."I' e; r e ... J. o sol:Ld stone con., c ,ti on and are truct ally co ·nd . "'iinor 
roo f r epL · an and cl e n- p , at little cos t , wi ll as u e their : deflni te 
preser va L. .,:: . BDr - 19 is t he foundntion emnant of t e or inal Lan ford t 

21ilt i 1;09. DBI- 20 is a small adobe nd concrete shed , ca . 2o r, -e~t 
of t e store and post offi ce . 

P a : -.~.;. or nd cle n- up of ma.in stone bu ldint;s ·T:i.. th inter ­
prcta tio of attrac i ons of Bi Bend , ncludin s elf- , i dlng 
t:"'" · 1 to !lot er , a fer hundred yar s east of the uildings . 

5. P HYS! A.L CO ,- IT ION OF ~TRUCTURE Endan ge red lnt c r i or Good EX tcrior Good 

_J 

a.. 
a.. 
.:J 
\I') 

wee interim hi tor c 1 base map accompanying t hi report . 

~ 6. LOCA TIO MAP (Plan Optional) 7 . PH OTOGRA PH 

· i lliam E. Br m·in 
eGion 1 s t orian 

Southwes t egional Office 

DA TE OF RECORD Octob 
._. I ...~ ) 
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HISTOl~IC A~ERIC/it~ 13U I DI G5 SllPY Y1. q TI 

INVENTORYCOU, 1 Y T 
T \', ! CIN I TY [{ . 0 fir nde 

2. NAM E Daniel 1 ,.. I1a· 1 ·;011~c (BL _1 1
') )

STRHT NO. : 1 ln C 
D2nic l I G Par fa1P..cl' ..: Cnsi 1:n ( , 1- ? ) 

DAT OR P ERIOD c'- 920ORIGINAL OWN R (;-n, 1 ::U,1 
STYLE no1·dcr f.clobcORIGI AL USE }1': 11:. } 0 'SC 
ARCH IT EC T nc 

PR SfNTU [ fir·tor.i.c Ho1sc J,;;~1.Lblt 
p R ••i.1~~ 

CRIPT ION SIGN ! FICANC". 

_· i'"' t:·pi aJ. : ' lv 1\:C'"'te n '. , 
.. 

-a 

ho1·;.;e i s '"'t atct· · ._ l. r lo o. t d n r t; .c 
noqulll,...,,.. ;amp, ·1•ouncl and l::, tc ~'"'itor ''vtrac~:o L1..U 1 t b/ a f r::ic r 
n ..1.ed G ah'-m c ... . 1920 it OCCl' i.cd by DaniclG . r11he ncorbJ ca::;; '..,a 
·ms p obaol~· 8 fa ;:· labore 1 ::; rc::;j_ mcc . 

Desc lptlon : r:i··c £a111 l1ou . .,e (PBH-1/1:J ) , a;.; !::hom on tl att ci1cd floor plan , 
im ..... a ,.wo - ~o om adobe 1·!i th a roe;~-· n-cc1,.cn t floor . 'ooo example of rlc - an<l­
ca1 e cci2.i 1L: . r:..1:1c P, performed c --.err,cnc:r sto.bHizat on · n 190) , includin~ 
soll- ce11 ent appinc and roof and wall cpairs . r•ome adobe eros :~on i.nd:icc. tc::; 
nee - for epo:·:· oa tine . Th casit (DPt - 2 ) is in ery poor shape and ~,ould 
rcqui e 1 ajor rc·~abiL tat:Lo1 t o C'ave it f om furthe d i n te :> aiion . It ls , 
0 1e- roor:1 a o e i.i'ch m floo ands one fotmdati n . 0 tide dimenslonr· : 
ca . 151 x 1a 1 • The iga- und- cane ceilin~ and ado e roof are partlJ ca cu n . 

Plan : r ecer e the sta ·lied r nch hous as an exhibi . Cl ean up the Cc.SL 8 
inco dinG remov 1 of un table members , lea in0 it as a ruin'"' exhlbi~ . 

C ON T R lJ T I ON } c.1 O1) e 
One 

..u 
I 

w 
-.: 

V') 

lL 

0 
I-
I.LI 

V1 

z 
0 
0 
w 
0 
0 
<( 

I 
(.!) 

>-
~ 

~ 
v; 
"T" 

a... 
4; 

( 
C 
l 
a... 
..... 
z 
,{ 

z 
0 

'-: 
~ 

C 

~-. 

~ 
I-
z 
L.J 
~ 
L. 
...J 
0.. 
a... 
:) 
I/} 

•pox., coai..:i.nr~ needed, oth Jrwieoc · r r· od 
5. PHYS ICAL CONDITION OF ~T PUCTUf:'E Endon g red In f rior Ext r ior 

10e e _r: his torical t~ sc map c ompanylng tlli re ort . 

; ~ 6. Lor 

,; - "L SHE '.:. 

I• rt R I ~ v, ), 

T,.:. 0".ert , bJl.:. 20 'v.:..011 Boqu. r e1~e 1ts, 
Bi; .wend ... atlo:ml I arl-.: , n 1962 . Offi e 

D AT OF RECORD Octo 

p (P ion Op tional) 
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COU 1Y T ·c ~., t .I' ;) 
T \• VICI ITY J l o (rl an 

7. MA Mr- Sen tor Lcr,:c l.c:1 ' ~,; a 1 ;,;c ( ). - 1/.l 7) 
ST HT NO . V.i.llarc 

D AT OR PERIOD C • 19j0
ORI GI N A E 1'1. De l~el ,, 

ST Y Pordc. ~to cL USE cc 
AR HITECT Jone 

T O N ER 
BU ILD R l e· 

P RE SF T U.E :, ,~ ·.dC.lve 
A l ON T lJC ION ,,to ., l,1n', 11 y 

N o. o F s To R IE s e01 

C RI PT ION S, HI TORICAL SIGN! FICAN C 

o 1) · nc a co orful ch r tcr H o c c t 
f om the rir;o ,... OJ. w:-tin pol · tic.., . He 1ad a l · nc 

ernmj_nence , and y t e num' er of 
of the cantina i n oq i lls acro~3 

t e river lmci. ·. : .at the .Senator mnted and ow soon it ,uGt c 
del i ered . J nator er keley ,. a::; P irnc mover 1d donor to the fa t i onal Par k 
nove · ent . 

Tie l o ~e i~ or ~ed a a res idence b.r the Boqullla c pgroun carcta {er . 

o-1c - story , tHo- room s tone ou:::;c ·it ,oncrete floo r and 
roof . ee attached floor plan . 

Plan : Conttn1ed urc tility re idence 1i th routine m ~ ten nee . 

Exte ri or5. PHYS IC AL cot · E ndon gcred J0 Inte ri or Good ood 

Sec · p ac ompan in£; th~,.. repor t . 

I ~ 
INT[ R S, 

6 LO CI\ TIO MAP (P ion Optional) ac 1ed 
SOJPCE S (Author, Title, Pog s) 

RECO RDS, PHOTO S, ETC. 

·, i ll r1 E . Lro ;n 
·~ b ~ld~n older . R cional l t or an 
·al :..nte r ie , , . . So th1e t cgional Office 

-- -: i. son and Ctillwell , IIoi Come It 1 

Sallcd Tr1a DA TE OF RECOR October 1 6L~ . ) 
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l. A IF 
~---~--H-IS_T_____________________ SU~~ ~~~~~1C .) 

VI I I "TY 1 , llj 1 
0. 

11 rl r 

?. ~I M ..~rkcr 1odr-c Complc7 ( _,BJ - 110 , 
llOa , 1 31 ) 

DA T OR P RIO D 1920G 
S TYLE Border ndobc 

..u 

"' T:.o· · : -· ' c · · s 01 lJ .., - ~- · 1 . e\ · r'cnc fro i n dequate pu' 1- shed ..,our e .... , 
UJ •..,J .p ell Bar b~ a ·ICll- t o- do s ea onal vLi tor t o t 1c Bie ~ 
< 
I/) l odr;e t Roqu · 11 \.,a.., an out- of - the- ·my prlm t i e re ... ort 
LL for i c..osen ~csts . T.1e e;cmplex l s obv o sly modern, dat · nG from the 1 920s 

~ :1d , .· s 

0 
a 1930..... 

U.I 
u. l 

r ec:-idence, 
t ·· c('.! , ~··ill 

0 
z 

ecolo i a~ 
w 
0 

l"'T: c 1 in hous l--a cen and ,. ·· 11 be u cd in the futur a P rl{ 
"'n · t:1e present Ranr;er Stat i on, proba ly a e house in B r rnr 

con,i., ::.nue a-=> a vLito contac point :Tith a mall hl"'tori cal and 
mu"'el · • 

l .rLc 
1. 1d 

ct 
A three - roo 1, one -V) 

I ou,..e (P {- 1. O) : 
ccmen floor(", ane 

r i e houc-e occup le 
e in uood ondi~· n . 
t ory plac-tc cd adob 

r - oom, one- s o pl ::,te ed ado e 
, mud plas er cci l ine nd cane and 
a·1ou'c 1L~OO qu r "'c It is an 

Joquillas Range~ " a on ( BI~ 31 ) : 
in t e same t ylc s L: 1e main hou e . 

It o c p · ~s about 500 q are feet . Garar:c ( H- llOa ): One - room adobe i n 
in..i.lar st,~rlc . 

(, Pl Jltera .i.on of Ran er tation or isi tor use purposes; 0rab li t a t on 
:r. 
Q. of ~ i jo ~e fo rc ... idenc use . 

z 
_J 

< 
1-
z 
l..J 
~ 

_J 

Q. 
.:::> 
V) 

• <;Jee .i.nter::.m .... -....., ~ri cal ba"' 

~ 6 . LOC TIO~f MAP (Pion Op tionol) 

-'Lf'lLIS HE D SOUPCES (Author, Titl e , Pogcs) 

1•1T _R I WS, RECOR DS, PHOTOS , ETC. 

)c_. ,r build nu foldc s . 
. ~di on , Tr.e Bir; i end "~our:t ., , 1955 . 
;rrroll , i.. s tor · P~:-.cc ... ... 1 196 ~ 

Exte r ior F·!o In t 

map accompanyi t hi port . 

7 . P HO TOGR P H 

9. NAM , A URESS AND Tl TL E l 

-. · l j_am E. rm 
c · onal Hl torian 
outht e t Regional 

DAT E OF RECCR D Octo 

Off . ce 

er 1964 
" . :.) 
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HISTORIC AMER ICM~ OUILDI NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY7 Y _te BI _ E ) 
-;- VICI NITY ca. 3 miles 

Classificati on: CC 
OP EN TO PUBLIC No 

C: 

\ R 

Junction off 

er 
House 

2. NA ME I - Bar Ranch Ho se (BBH-129) 

DATE OR PERIOD ca. 1930 
STYLE Adobe Ranch House 
A RCHI TE C T None 
BUILD ER Unlmown 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGR ESS USE 

HSI 

0 ~ .:; 1 AL 0 

0 ,-;1 AL u 

NTI\ 

1 ~ancn house n oo con ition, this structure has been used as 
f or Par k and U. So 

);.c house into a dorm 

ic· 

r t 
i. . -ne Par l{. The s ite 

"..) ·.,.or e \;. . present buildings 

Customs offi cials. It i t ntatively planned to 
t ory f or use by visiti ng sc · entists doing re-
was used as a ranch headquarters many years 

were cons t ructed. 

Descript ion : . f our-room one-story hous e of plastered aaobe construction on 
stone fot.n -a t·· or- • \' ood s hingle roof. Overall house imens i on, including 
porch: ca . 30 1 x 40'. Adobe garage is 18 1 x 18•. 

?:r n: C .version as noted above , and r outine maintenance. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE E ndangered No Interior Good Exterior Good 

. ;:;. k r e cr I .1 S d d local interviews. 

See interim M.storical base map accompanying this report. 

7. PHOTOGRAPH Attached 
9. NAM E. ADDRESS AND Tl TL E CtF RECORDER 

Wil liam E. r o. 
Regional His i an 
Southwest Regional Office 

__ _____________________D_A_T_E_O_F_R_E_c_o_R_c__O_c_t_o_b_e_r_l..........._6_4______ 
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1. STATE 

COUNTY 
Texas 
Brewster (BIBE)

TOWN VICINI TY North of 
STREETNo.panther Junction at end of 

Grapevine Hills Road. 
ORIGINAL OWNER Rancher 
ORIGINAL USE Ranch house 
PRESENT OWN ER NPS 
PRESENT usE Seasonal residence quarters
WALL CONSTRUCTION adobe 
NO. OF STORIES one 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS ~URVEY 
INVENTORY 

2,NAME Grapevine Ranch House (BBH-112) 

DATE OR PE RIOO ca. 1920 
STYLE Border Adobe 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 
None 
Unlmown 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

HSI Classification: CC 
4. NOTABLE.FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIG~IFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC NO 

Thi s old adobe ranch headquarters, inoluding the ranoh house and satellite 
structures (now adobe ruins), is used intermittently by the Park tor resi­
dence and utility purposes. 

Description: A five-room, one-story adobe with masonry foundation and metal 
roof. Occupies approximately 1000 square feet. 

Plan: Routine maintenance. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !TRUCTU.Rf Endangered NO In terl or Fair Exterior Fair 

See interim historical base map accompanying this report • 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 7,PHOTOGRAPH NO 
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (.4utftor, Title, Pos,es) 9. NAME, ADDRESS. AND' TITLE OF RECORDER 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 
Park building folder. 
Local interviews. 

William E. Brown 
Regional Historian 
Southwest Regional Office 

DATE OF RECORD October 1964 
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Histori c Str ctures yet t o be I ntoried 

lthou h t h · s report pur orts to be a comprehensive i nventory, 
ti ,e li i &L ' o son t ne field work prevented visits t o three 
historic ·· t s contain· histori c structures. These are McKinney 
Springs , ... ... 1..:. "o a ;..ba ja, a...""ld a Log Cabin in Laguna Meadow. All 
three o ~ ~cse sits are extr ely i solated. Park personnel will 
inventory structures at these sites when time allows. 

( 



J\ is ce ·.n 

10 ts 10- 45, 
ns sc t ter d t 

~cnse tut ot : ~

I n addit~on t o t he vario str ctures inventor e a ve on HABS 
there are literally score of ~tone an adobe 

.-...0 \.,hout t e Par c. ~ ost of thes e are of un-
·. e of very sli l ly, 

, . d ye t oth rs re re un .=1.nt ruins , in th 
~ • c~ur ~ · t ave ccn in · t oried and can 

be better identified illustrate the architectural or historical 
t es. 

Typical o n t 1ese miscellaneous ruins are two adobe farm laborers• 
ses one-half mile west of Castolon (BBH-612 ) and the Graham 

Hou e unn~,be e at Boquillas, an almost completely eroded adobe 
ruin . 



John A. Carroll, "Notes on Nine Histori c Places of the Lower Big 
Bend Country,u 1964 (Site oriented excerpts from comprehensive 
hi vory of Big Bend now in prepar ation). 

Dou. •las 3 . E ans, 11 Prospectus for the Interpretation of Big Bend 
~ .. .i..ona°l Park, 11 196L~. 

aster Plan Documents, Big Bend National Park. 

Buildi ~ Fo~ ers, Big Bend National Park. 

Virginia Ia ison, The Bi Bend Country of Texas (Albuquerque, 1955). 

Vir inia Madison and Hallie Stillwell, How Come It' s Called That?--
Place mes i n the Bi Bend Country (Albuquerque, 1958). 

C. G. ountains and Big Bend Country 

J.O. Lan omesteader's Story (Austin, 1952). 

alter rescott 1ebb, ed., The Handbook of Texas (Austin, 1952). 

Totsy ·- e Hi tchcock:, 11 Some Bi Bend Personalities, 1895-1925, 11 

'J..',. sis (Sul Ross Colle 0 e, Al pine , Texas, n.d.). 

George H. s: olly and Grover E. Steele, "Castolon Property" 
( ublished report, Big Bend NP, 1955). 

Roland Richert and Laurie Miller, ttstabilization of Buildings 605 
and 606 i 
(1963). 

the Castolon Sect on, Big Bend National Park" 

Roland ::-· chert, 11 Stabilization Requirements, Big Bend National 
Par k 19 2}. 

Park Info t i onal Booklet. 

Robert :M . -tley, "Longhorns of the Big Bend11 (SWRO, 1962). 

Local Interviews with Pak Staff and Big Bend Residents. 



Key to Interim i storical Base Map for Big Bend National Park 

I. Historic Structures Inventoried: 

Wilson Ranch BBH-16 

Sam Nail Rr~ch BBH-17 

Luna Residence BBH-168 

Stone Farm House BBH-15 

Sublett Farm BBH-12, -13, ~14 

Dorgan Residence BBH-139 

Coyote 

Castolon Historic Compound BBH-600 thru -608 

Derrick Residence BBH-111 

Cotton Gin BBH-609 

Castolon Old Store Compound BBH-616, -617, -618
( 

Johnson Ranch House 

Mariscal Mine BBH-10 

Hot Springs BBH-19, -20, -80, -81, -82 

Daniels Farm BBH-443, -2 

Senator Berkeley House BBH-417 

Barker Lodge BBH-110, -llOa, -131 

K-Bar Ranch BBH-129 

Grapevine Ranch BBH-112 

II. Sites with Historic Structures to be Inventoried: 

McKinney Springs 

Laguna Meadow 

Terlingua Abaja 



III. Hi~ t ori c Sites , Trails, etc.: 

Comanche War Trail and Alternate BBH-3 

Government Spring 

Oak Spring (G4 Ranch) 

Emory Survey 

Talley t s Ranch 

Solis Ranch 

San Vicente 

Glenn Spring BBH-4 

Ore Yards 

Ore Tramway BBH-1 

La Noria and Ernst Tinaja 

Gage Ranch 

Old Ore Road 

Persimmon Gap 

IV. Nearby Related Historic Sites: 

Study Butte 

Terlingua 

Lajitas 
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