











Imuruk Lava Beds

Things to Know:

e Planes cannot land on the
lava flows — landings should
be made on the nearby
tundra or on Imuruk Lake,
with the the lava fields
accessed by foot.

e Make sure to have durable
footwear, as the lava beds are
sharp and can tear up most
materials.

wcross lova . There are.
across lava beds. There are

often large gaps between

THE VOLCANIC BASALT FIELDS OF THE boulders that can present
preserve are the result of eruptions from about 75 vents (small falling hazards.
volcanic cones) in the region. Covering more than 100,000 acres, the
lava fields provide an opportunity to watch vegetation recapture a
landscape that has been totally devastated by harsh natural processes.
The largest vent is the Lost Jim Cone, which is relatively recent in
geological history, formed less than 2,000 years ago.

Features

AITHOUGH THE MOST RECENT
vents erupted in the 1600s, some
date all the way back to about 5
million years ago, even earlier
than the last ice age. Also known

as the Lost Jim Lava Flow, the S ; Pahochot flows. ]
LA fornaers : Imuruk Lava Beds are made up of Blhe. EAEE - e
Pahoehoe flows, meaning the top
layer cools and hardens while the Despite its harsh past, these basalt
bottom continues to flow, creating fields are now home to many
an ever-changing landscape over burrowing rodents, insects, lichens,
H ow tO § e t the re: time, forming a ground cover of mosses, and dozens of species
Summer/Fall: Accessible by swirling, folded patterns. of vascular plants. Caribou are
bush plane, float plane to land known to frequent the area to eat
on the lake, on foot, or by non- The Lost Jim Cone, named for a a the lichens. As you hike across
motorized vehicle. USGSsurveyor who got separated this region, you will find yourself
from his group while mapping traversing a gently rolling landscape
Winter/Spring: Accessible by the area in 1947, extends over 17 of broadly-domed summits and
snowmobile or plane with snow miles westward from its source. volcanic cones. You may even find
skis. Made of olivine basalt, the lava is small lava tubes and caverns carved
anywhere from 10 to 150 feet thick, out by the volatile liquids and gases
Geographic Coordinates: originating at a 100-foot high cone. that created the ground you are
65 4886N 163.2969W The next youngest feature is known  standing on, but do not enter these
' as the Camille lava flow, which spaces, as the rock is unstable and

spread about 24 miles from its vent. ~ highly hazardous.



WITH A POPULATION OF ABOUT 160 PEOPLE,

Wales is the western-most village in the continental United States (and yes,

you can actually see Russia from there on a clear day!). Like other villages on

the Seward Peninsula, most residents lead subsistence lifestyles of hunting,
gathering, trapping, and reindeer herding. Because of its location along
whale migratory routes, historically it was known as a prominent center for
the whaling industry. It was also the gateway of the reindeer industry on the
Seward Peninsula during its boom in the early 20" century.

One of the oldest villages on the
Seward Peninsula, the 2.8 square
mile community’s population once
exceeded 500 people. But due to
the 1918 influenza epidemic, the
population declined sharply. Water
is derived from melting snow in the
winter, and a nearby creek in the
summer. Currently very few homes
have plumbing or running water, so

How to iget there:
Summer/Fall: Located 111
miles northwest of Nome, Wales is
accessible via charter or commercial
airline from Nome.

Winter/Spring: Accessible
by snowmobile or charter or
commercial airline.

be prepared with your own supplies

Geographic Coordinates:
65.609170N, 168.0875W

if you visit Wales.

Subszstence

MUktUk anyonevGet to know the local cuisine!

Subsistence is the practice of
obtaining resources directly
from the land or sea for
survival, rather than sport.

In the spring and fall, sea
mammal hunting takes place
as communities harvest
whale, walrus, and seal.

Berries, roots, and greens are
harvested from the tundra

in late summer and fall, and
wild game such as caribou,
moose, bear, muskox, ducks,
and ptarmigan are hunted in
the fall and winter.

Fishing takes place
throughout the summer,

and fish can often be seen
hanging to dry on racks in
camps and villages. In winter,
ice fishing is done on frozen
lakes and rivers.

Flsh éryll‘lg on boden racksv {

Inupiaq culture has some of the most unique food in the world, and

and reindeer or caribou fat.

'Seal harLoon ))

while you're not likely to find these dishes served in restaurants, they
are commonly consumed in many private households.
e Muktuk: whale skin and blubber, eaten raw, pickled, or breaded

e Akutugq: (a.k.aEskimo Ice Cream) Wild berries mixed with seal oil

® Avarruq: Thin strips of whale flukes, eaten frozen or raw.

e Stink Flipper: Seal or walrus flipper buried and fermented for
several months, prepared, and eaten frozen.



Things to Know:
e Both Shishmaref and Wales
are dry towns: sale or
importation of alcohol is
prohibited.

¢ In coastal villages, summers
are usually foggy with
temperatures averaging
40 degrees to 50 degrees
Fahrenheit; winters average
from negative 12 degrees to
2 degrees Fahrenheit with
about 30 inches of snow.

e The Chukchi Sea is typically
frozen mid-November to mid-
May.

® Be respectful and aware

of the subsistence lifestyle;

many locals suppliment their

living by selling art, including
carvings, beading, and
sewing.

Web Exclusive
—\ Check out Local
You T“be "Perspectives on
Climate Change in
Bering Land Bridge:
http://youtu.be/O3EVNES5Wc4

LOCATED ON SARICHEF ISLAND
in the Chukchi Sea, Shishmaref is 5 miles offshore from the mainland. With
a population of 563, it is one of the larger Inupiaq villages on the Seward
Peninsula. Residents rely heavily on traditional subsistence practices,
harvesting sea mammals, fish, birds, and large game throughout the year to
meet most of their food needs. Sometimes known as the “friendliest village
in Alaska,” Shishmaref has been inhabited for about 400 years and has seen

many changes over that time.

Climate change is a very real and immediate issue for the village. As erosion
eats away at the island, entire households have been evacuated and buildings

are swallowed by the sea. Melting
ice makes winter hunting a perilous
affair; and it is feared that the
eventual relocation of the village
will result in the loss of the culture,
dialect, and traditions that make
the community what it is today.

There are two general stores in
Shishmaref. Most homes and
buildings do not have plumbing or
running water. When visiting the
village, be prepared with your own
supplies, as variable weather can
delay travel and resources may be
limited.

How to get there:

Summer/Fall: 126 miles north
of Nome, and 100 miles southwest
of Kotzebue, Shishmaref is
accessible via charter or commercial
airline from Nome.

Winter/Spring: Accessible
by snowmobile or charter or
commercial airline from Nome.

Geographic Coordinates:
66.2556N, 166.0722W




Bering Land Bridge Visitor Center

Visitor Center Hours:
June 16th - September 1

Monday-Saturday 9-5

Sept 2 - June 15th
Monday - Friday 10-4:30

Visitor Center Street Address:
214 Front Street
Nome, AK 99762

How to get there:

The visitor center for Bering Land
Bridge National Preserve is located
in the Sitnasuak Building in Nome,
Alaska. Nome is not connected

by road to other parts of Alaska,

so access to the town is primarily

through commercial airlines.

Open year round, the visitor center
is about 90 miles south of the
preserve border. It offers exhibits
and films about Bering Land
Bridge, as well as visitor and school
programs. Ranger-led hikes are
offered throughout the summer,
and with the Iditarod finish line
just down the street, mid-March is
a special time of year for cultural
events as well. Even if you can’t
make it to the preserve itself, stop
by the visitor center to stamp

your National Park passport, pick
up free visitor information, and
check out the Alaska Geographic
Bookstore.

Climate Averages in Nome:

Month  Average Average Precip.  Snowfall  Hours of
high (°F)  low (°F) Inches inches Daylight*

Jan 13.4 -1.8 0.98 9.9 4:11

Feb 13.6 -2.3 0.75 6.2 7:00

Mar 17.7 1.0 0.60 0.65 10:08

Apr 26.8 12.4 0.65 5.8 13:35

May 43.0 31.1 0.74 2.6 16:57

Jun 53.9 40.6 1.14 0.2 21:21

Jul 58.6 46.6 2.15 0.0 22:09

Aug 56.0 45.2 3.23 0.0 18:05

Sep 48.6 37.2 2.51 0.4 14:36

Oct 34.0 22.9 1.58 4.9 11:20

Nov 23.0 10.8 1.28 10.9 7:56

Dec 15.8 0.9 1.01 9.9 4:51

*Number of daylight hours on the first day of each month
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Mammoth skull at the visitor center

Find us on...

Facebook
facebook.com/beringhndnps

Flickr
.. flickr.com/bering land_bridge

Twitter
twitter.com/beringhndnps

Superintendent
Jeanette Koelsch

Chief of Interpretation
Katie Cullen

Preserve Information
907-443-2522

Preserve Email
bela_interpretation@nps.gov

Preserve Website
www.nps.gov/bela

Mailing Address
National Park Service
POBox 220

Nome, AK 99762

Visitor's Guide Designed and Written by NPS / Andrea Willingham



Youth Perspectives

FOR THE YOUTH OF THE SEWARD
Peninsula, Serpentine Hot Springs plays an important role in the
passing of traditions from one generation to the next. Junior high
and high school students from the Native Village of Shishmaref
shared their experiences at the hot springs through writing and art.
Check out what they saw and reported about their experiences!

“Serpentine Hot Springs is a
beautiful place to visit. There are
many things to do there such as
riding, relaxing in the bath house,
hunting caribou, or just enjoying
the view. When | went to the hot
springs, | had a chance to learn
how to butcher a caribou. [We] also
hunted ptarmigan, it was a lot of
fun.”

“When | was at
Serpentine, | walked
around and saw how
the land was formed. |
also swam in the pool. |
had a great time there!”

“Serpentine Hot Springs
is a very fun place to go.
| went there last winter
and | had a blast. | went
to the hot tub... the
beaver dams, climbed
the big drummer, went
sliding and riding. |
hope people that didn't
go there experience

“When | was at Serpentine Hot how fun it is to be
Springs, | remember seeing there. I'm hoping to go
ptarmigan, lots of willows, moose. there again this year!”

| remember sliding and going in the
hot tub.”

“It's not all about the bath tub,
it's also about experiencing the
nature and having a great time
with friends and family!”



