National Park Service

Bering Land Bridge National Preserve
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Kamchatka rhododendron and granite tors at Serpentine Hot Springs

Below: Imagine a summer day at Serpen-

tine Hot Springs 12,000-13,000 years ago.

It might have looked like this illustration,
with herds of large grazing animals like

horses, bison, and mammoths.
NPS / BETH ZAIKEN
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Beringia was not just a land bridge between two
continents. It was a permanent part of the world
for plants, animals, and people. It was not just

a stop during migrations; it was a place to call
home.

At the peak of the last ice age, about 21,000
years ago, much of Earth’s water was locked in
massive ice sheets. Sea levels dropped more than
300 feet, revealing a landmass that connected
Asia and North America. Beringia, as it became
known, had an extremely dry, windy climate. It
kept snow from accumulating in the piles needed
to form ice sheets. The ice-free landmass became
home to a great diversity of life.
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Coast at the preserve’s northeast edge, south of Cape Espenberg
Left: Blueberry (Inupiaq: Sugaq)

As global temperatures rose and ice sheets
melted, Beringia was slowly submerged. The
mammoth steppe slowly transitioned to tundra.
Some species—the woolly mammoth and steppe
bison—went extinct. Others, like the caribou
and muskox, adapted to a warming world. By
about 10,000 years ago, Beringia no longer
connected the two continents.

The Inupiat have lived in Beringia for thousands
of years. Their culture is deeply connected to
the land, animals, and plants. Communities like
Wales, Shishmaref, and Deering continue to
thrive by passing traditional knowledge down
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An Inupiaq hunter navigates ice in the Chukchi Sea.
© GILLES MINGASSON

through generations. These lands are the home-
land of Inupiaq communities and support an
ongoing subsistence way of life.

Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, in
Beringia’s heart, covers 2.7 million acres of
wildlands. People can hunt, fish, and gather

plants and berries, as they have for generations.

Its ecosystems are vital for migratory birds and
Arctic animals. It is a place of extraordinary
beauty, history, and culture.
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Imuruk Lake is lined with lava rocks.
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=¥ Approaching Serpentine Hot Springs
by snowmachine
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Formed by massive explosions
when magma and permafrost met
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Join the park community.
www.nationalparks.org
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