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Foreword

The Civil War Sites Advisory Commission was established by public law on November 28, 1990, because of national
concern over the increasing loss of Civil War sites. The 15-member Commission, appointed by Congress and by the
Secretary of the Interior, was asked to identify the nation’s historically significant Civil War sites; determine their
relative importance; determine their condition; assess threats to their integrity; and recommend alternatives for pre-
serving and interpreting them. The Report on the Nation's Civil War Battlefields presents the Commission’s findings.
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Introduction

The Commission’s Findings!
g

This nation’s Civil War heritage is in grave danger. It is disappearing under buildings, parking lots, and highways.
Recognizing this as a serious national problem, Congress established the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission in 1991.
The Commission was to identify the significant Civil War sites, determine their condition, assess threats to their integrity,
and offer alternatives for their preservation and interpretation. Because of limited time and resources, the Commission con-
centrated on battlefields as the central focus of the Civil War and of many contemporary historic preservation decisions.

Protecting these battlefields preserves an important educational asset for the nation because:

e Seeing the battlefield is basic to an understanding of military campaigns and battles, while the latter
are crucial to comprehending all other aspects of the Civil War.

e Clashing convictions and the determination to defend them cost the nation 620,000 lives.
e The values tested and clarified in that great conflict are what continue to bind the nation together today.

Today, more than one-third of all principal Civil War battlefields are either lost or are hanging onto existence by the
slenderest of threads. It is not too late to protect the remaining battlefields if the nation acts swiftly. If it does not act
now, however, within 10 years we may lose fully two-thirds of the principal battlefields.

The Civil War Sites Advisory Commission has examined this threat to our Civil War battlefields and has made its recom-
mendations for action in the Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields. This Technical Volume to the Commission’s
report contains historical summaries of the 384 principal Civil War battles that the Commission studied in preparing its
report. Also available is Technical Volume I: Appendices, which contains support documentation for the Commission’s
report.

1“The Commission’s Findings” and “The Battlefield Sites” are excerpted from the Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields, which
contains a full discussion of the Commission’s study of and recommendations for Civil War battlefield preservation.
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Introduction

The Battlefield Sites

Some 10,500 armed conflicts occurred during the Civil War ranging from battles to minor skirmishes; 384 conflicts (3.7
percent) were identified as the principal battles and classified according to their historical significance.

Class A and B battlefields represent the principal strategic operations of the war. Class C and D battlefields usually rep-
resent operations with limited tactical objectives of enforcement and occupation.

* 45 sites (12%) were ranked “A” (having a decisive influence on a campaign and a direct impact on the course of the
war);

® 104 sites (27%) were ranked “B” (having a direct and decisive influence on their campaign);
® 128 sites (33%) were ranked “C” (having observable influence on the outcome of a campaign);

® 107 sites (28%) were ranked “D” (having a limited influence on the outcome of their campaign or
operation but achieving or affecting important local objectives).

The 384 principal battles occurred in 26 states. States with fifteen or more include: Virginia (123), Tennessee (38),
Missouri (29), Georgia (28), Louisiana (23), North Carolina (20), Arkansas (17), and Mississippi (16).

Some counties, such as Henrico and Dinwiddie counties in Virginia and Charleston County in South Carolina have a
great concentration of battlefields. Yet, even in Virginia, where two great armies fought for most of four years, only one
third of the counties have any of the principal Civil War battlefields.

Forty three percent of the battlefields are completely in private ownership. An additional 49 percent
are under multiple kinds of ownership (e.g., private, state, and Federal). Only 4 percent of the principal battlefields are
owned primarily by the Federal, state, or local governments.2

Nineteen percent (71) of the Civil War battlefields are already lost as intact historic landscapes. Half of the 232 principal
battlefields that currently are in good or fair condition are now experiencing high or moderate threats. Most of these
sites will be lost or seriously fragmented within the coming 10 years, many very soon. Only one third of the principal bat-
tlefields currently face low threats.

2Data on the remaining 4 percent of sites was not available at the time the Commission’s report was completed.
g p p
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Introduction

The Battle Summaries

This Technical Volume is meant to serve as a quick reference to the historical context and significance of the 384 principal battle-
fields that the Commission included in its report to Congress. Until now, no single source provided such a uniform level of infor-

mation for such a comprehensive grouping of key Civil War battlefields. It is the Commission’s hope that this volume will provide
preservationists, historians, planners, and political leaders alike with the rudimentary historical data they need to understand and

work toward the preservation of these critical components of our national heritage.

Each summary provides basic statistical data on the location, dates, commanders, size, and casualties of each battle. It also indi-
cates the Commission’s ranking of the battle by military importance and the battlefield’s level of priority for preservation. A one
paragraph historical narrative describes the circumstances, action, and outcome of the battle.

The data elements for each battle summary are:

Name
The historic name for the battle, based on scholarly assessment. In some cases, the generally accepted name for the battle, sanc-
tioned by the state historic preservation office, has been used.

CWSAC Reference #

A unique reference number assigned to each site. These were developed to aid computerization, because of the large numbers of battle-
fields in a few states and the duplication of names. The two letters at the beginning of the reference number signify the state, corre-
sponding to the battlefield’s location. The three digits are the unique and arbitrary number for the site within that state. Some numbers
are missing, because sites were added or deleted from the list of 384 principal battlefields as significance was determined.

Other Names
Secondary or commonly used names, such as Elkhorn Tavern (Pea Ridge), Bull Run (Manassas), and Sharpsburg (Antietam).

Preservation Priority

A designation made by the Commission based on the level of historical significance, the integrity of the remaining battlefield fea-
tures, and the level of threat to the battlefield’s existence. For example, IV.1 (Class D) means that the Commission determined
that a particular battlefield site was Priority IV: Fragmented Battlefields, All Military Classes, Poor Integrity. (See Table 7, pages
49-53 in the Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefield, for the preservation priority of all the battlefields studied.) Class A,B,C,
or D indicates a battle’s (and associated battlefield’s) level of military importance within its campaign and the war. (See page v of
this volume for an explanation of each of the four designations.) N/D indicates that no data is currently available to determine the
level of threat to the site.

Location
The present day county or city in which the battlefield is located.

Campaign
The larger military operation with which the battle is associated. A chronological listing of campaigns and the battles associated
with them can be found at the end of this volume.

Date(s)

The actual day or days during which the battle occurred. Most of the dates appear as provided in the U.S.War Department’s The
War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 70 Volumes in 128, Washington,
DC: The Government Printing Office, 1880-1901.

Principal Commanders

The rank and names of the military commanders for both sides. When more than one individual commanded during a battle, all
names are provided. Most of the principal commanders can be found in the U.S. War Department’s Official Records (see citation
above).

Forces Engaged

In most summaries, the particular company, regiment, brigade, division, corps, army, garrison, detachment, or ship. Some summaries,
however, indicate the number of troops involved. In both cases, the purpose is to provide an idea of the size of the engagement. Most
of the forces engaged were found in the U.S. War Department’s Official Records (see citation above).

Vi
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Estimated Casualties

No source exists, either in print or in manuscript, that provides casualty figures for all Civil War battles or even for the 384 prin-
cipal battles that the CWSAC studied. Some of the casualty figures for the 384 principal battles are unknown; in some instances
reliable figures are available for one of the combatants but not for the other. Few casualty figures are definitive; sources often dif-
fer in their figures. A variety of sources, both official and commercial, printed and in manuscript, were consulted. All casualty
figures were subjected to historical analysis before inclusion in the summaries.

A partial list of sources follows.

Dyer, Frederick. A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion . . . Des Moines, IA: Dyer Publishing Company, 1908.

Fox, William F. Regimental Losses in the American Civil War 1861-1865: A Treatise on the Extent and Nature of the
Mortuary Losses in the United States . . . Albany, NY: Albany Publishing Company,1889.

Johnson, Robert U., and Clarence C. Buell, eds. Battles and Leaders of the Civil War . . . .4 Volumes. New York: The
Century Company, 1887-88.

Livermore, Thomas L. Numibers and Losses in the Civil War in America 1861-65. Reprint. Dayton, OH: Morningside
House, Inc., 1986.

U.S. Surgeon General’s Office. Chronological Summary of Engagements and Battles [Civil War]. Washington, DC: The
Government Printing Office, 1873.

U.S. War Department. The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies. 70 Volumes in 128. Washington, DC: The Government Printing Office, 1880-1901.

Description

A historical account or summary of the battle. A variety of sources, both general and specific, published and in manu-
script, were consulted in the preparation of these accounts. The general sources consulted include those listed below.
More specific published and manuscript sources were also consulted and analyzed.

The Conservation Fund. The Civil War Battlefield Guide. Edited by Frances H. Kennedy. Boston, MA:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1990.

Great Battles of the Civil War. By the editors of Civil War Times Illustrated. New York: Gallery Books, 1984.

Historical Times Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Civil War. Edited by Patricia L. Faust. New York: Harper & Row,
Publishers, 1986.

Johnson, Robert U., and Clarence C. Buell, eds. Battles and Leaders of the Civil War . . . .4 Volumes. New York: The
Century Company, 1887-88.

Long, E.B., compiler. The Civil War Day by Day: An Almanac 1861-1865. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company,
Inc., 1971.

U.S. National Archives. A Guide-Index to the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. Edited and compiled
by Dallas Irvine, et al. Washington, DC: The Government Printing Office, 1968-1980.

U.S. Naval History Division. Civil War Naval Chronology, 1861-1865. Washington, DC: The Government Printing
Office, 1971.

U.S. Navy Department. Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion. Multivolumes.
Washington, DC: The Government Printing Office, 1894-1927.

U.S. War Department. The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies. 70 Volumes in 128. Washington, DC: The Government Printing Office, 1880-1901.

Result(s)
The victor in the battle, if the outcome was definitive. If the outcome was other than definitive, that information is provided.
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Modern view of the Chickamauga Battlefield at Lee and Gordon’s Mill.

(Eric Long; National Park Service)
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ALABAMA

Athens

Other Names: None

Location: Limestone County

Campaign: Operations in North Alabama (1864)

Date(s): January 26, 1864

Principal Commanders: Capt. Emil Adams [US]; Lt. Col. Moses W.
Hannon [CS]

Forces Engaged: 9th Illinois Mounted Infantry [US]; 1st Alabama
Cavalry [CS]

Estimated Casualties: 50 total (US 20; CS 30)

Description: Confederate cavalry, numbering about 600 men,
attacked Athens, held by about 100 Union troops, around 4:00 am
on the morning of January 26, 1864. After a two-hour battle, the
Confederates retreated. Union forces, although greatly outnum-
bered and without fortifications, repulsed the attackers.
Result(s): Union victory (The Confederate force failed in its
attempt to take Athens.)

CWSAC Reference #: AL002
Preservation Priority: IV.1 (Class D)

Day’s Gap

Other Names: Sand Mountain

Location: Cullman County

Campaign: Streight's Raid in Alabama and Georgia (1863)
Date(s): April 30, 1863

Principal Commanders: Col. Abel Streight [US]; Brig. Gen.
Nathan Bedford Forrest [CS]

Forces Engaged: Men from 51st Indiana Infantry, 73rd Indiana
Infantry, 3rd Ohio Infantry, 80th Illinois Infantry, and 1st Middle
Tennessee Cavalry [US]; three regiments [CS]

Estimated Casualties: 88 total (US 23; CS 65)

Description: Union Col. Abel D. Streight led a provisional brigade on
araid to cut the Western & Atlantic Railroad that supplied Gen.
Braxton Bragg’s Confederate army in Middle Tennessee. From
Nashville, Tennessee, Streight’s command traveled to Eastport,
Mississippi, and then proceeded east to Tuscumbia, Alabama, in con-
junction with another Union force commanded by Brig. Gen.
Grenville Dodge. On April 26, 1863, Streight’s men left Tuscumbia
and marched southeast, their initial movements screened by Dodge’s
troops. On April 30, Confederate Brig. Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest’s
brigade caught up with Streight’s expedition and attacked its rearguard
at Day’s Gap on Sand Mountain. The Federals repulsed this attack
and continued their march to avoid further delay and envelopment.
Thus began a running series of skirmishes and engagements at
Crooked Creek (April 30), Hog Mountain (April 30), Blountsville
(May 1), Black Creek/Gadsden (May 2), and Blount’s Plantation (May
2). Forrest finally surrounded the exhausted Union soldiers near
Rome, Georgia, where he forced their surrender on May 3.

Result(s): Union victory, although the raid ultimately failed.

CWSAC Reference #: AL001
Preservation Priority: I11.3 (Class C)
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Decatur

Other Names: None

Location: Morgan County and Limestone County
Campaign: Franklin-Nashville Campaign (1864)
Date(s): October 26-29, 1864

Principal Commanders: Brig. Gen. Robert S. Granger [US];

Gen. John B. Hood [CS]

Forces Engaged: Garrison and other troops sent there (approx.
5,000 men) [US]; Army of Tennessee [CS]

Estimated Casualties: 605 total (US 155; CS 450)

Description: As Gen. John B. Hood began the Franklin-Nashville
Campaign during the fall of 1864, his Army of Tennessee demon-
strated against Decatur, Alabama, October 26-29, in an attempt to
cross the Tennessee River. Union forces, under the command of
Brig. Gen. Robert S. Granger for most of the battle, numbered

only about 5,000 men, but successfully prevented the much larger
Confederate force from crossing the river.

\e

Result(s): Union victory (Confederate forces could not cross the river,)

CWSAC Reference #: AL004
Preservation Priority: IV.2 (Class C)

Fort Blakely

Other Names: None

Location: Baldwin County
Campaign: Mobile Campaign (1865)
Date(s): April 2-9, 1865

Principal Commanders: Maj. Gen, E.R.S. Canby [US]; Brig. Gen.
St. John R. Liddell [CS]

Forces Engaged: XIII and XVI Corps [US]; Fort Blakely Garrison [CS]

Estimated Casualties: Total: 4,475. April 9 only: 3,529 (US 629;

CS 2,900)

Description: E.R.S. Canby’s forces, the XVI and XIII corps, moved
along the eastern shore of Mobile Bay, forcing the Confederates
back into their defenses. Union forces then concentrated on
Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely. By April 1, Union forces had
enveloped Spanish Fort, thereby releasing more troops to focus on
Fort Blakely. Brig. Gen. St. John R. Liddell, with about 4,000 men,
held out against the much larger Union force until Spanish Fort fell
on April 8, allowing Canby to concentrate 16,000 men for the
attack on April 9. Sheer numbers breached the Confederate earth-
works compelling the Confederates to capitulate. The siege and
capture of Fort Blakely was basically the last combined-force battle
of the war. African-American forces played a major role in the suc-
cessful Union assault.

Result(s): Union victory (Fort Blakely surrendered.)

CWSAC Reference #: AL00G
Preservation Priority: IIL1 (Class A)
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Mobile Bay

Other Names: Passing of Forts Morgan and Gaines
Location: Mobile County and Baldwin County
Campaign: Operations in Mobile Bay (1864)

Date(s): August 2-23, 1864

Principal Commanders: Adm. David G. Farragut and Maj. Gen.
Gordon Granger [US]; Adm. Franklin Buchanan and Brig. Gen.
Richard L. Page [CS]

Forces Engaged: Farragut’s Fleet (14 wooden ships and 4 moni-
tors) and U.S. army forces near Mobile [US]; Buchanan’s Flotilla (3
gunboats and an ironclad), Fort Morgan Garrison, Fort Gaines
Garrison, and Fort Powell Garrison. [CS]

Estimated Casualties: 1,822 (US 322; CS 1,500)

Description: A combined Union force initiated operations to close
Mobile Bay to blockade running. Some Union forces landed on
Dauphin Island and laid siege to Fort Gaines. On August 5,
Farragut’s Union fleet of eighteen ships entered Mobile Bay and
received a devastating fire from Forts Gaines and Morgan and
other points. After passing the forts, Farragut forced the
Confederate naval forces, under Adm. Franklin Buchanan, to sur-
render, which effectively closed Mobile Bay. By August 23, Fort
Morgan, the last big holdout, fell, shutting down the port. The city,
however, remained uncaptured.

Result(s): Union victory

CWSAC Reference #: AL003
Preservation Priority: 1.1 (Class A)

Selma

Other Names: None

Location: Dallas County

Campaign: Wilson’s Raid in Alabama and Georgia (1865)
Date(s): April 2, 1865

Principal Commanders: Maj. Gen. James H. Wilson [US];
Lt. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest [CS]

Forces Engaged: Two cavalry divisions [US]; troops in city
(approx. 5,000 men) [CS]

Estimated Casualties: 3,019 total (US 319; CS 2,700)
Description: Maj. Gen. James H. Wilson, commanding three divi-
sions of Union cavalry, about 13,500 men, led his men south from
Gravelly Springs, Alabama, on March 22, 1865. Opposed by
Confederate Lt. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, Wilson skillfully contin-
ued his march and eventually defeated him in a running battle at
Ebenezer Church, on April 1. Continuing towards Selma, Wilson
split his command into three columns. Although Selma was well-
defended, the Union columns broke through the defenses at sepa-
rate points forcing the Confederates to surrender the city, althougl
many of the officers and men, including Forrest and Lt. Gen.
Richard Taylor, escaped. Selma demonstrated that even Forrest,
whom some had considered invincible, could not stop the unre-
lenting Union movements deep into the Southern Heartland.

Result(s): Union victory

CWSAC Reference #: AL007
Preservation Priority: IV.2 (Class B)

Capt. G.W. Dowson’s Perote Guards manning the perote sand batteries at Mobile, January 1861, from Photographic History of the Civil War. (National Park Service)
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