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LOCATION

Sicily-Rome cemetery lies at the north
edge of the town of Nettuno, which is
immediately east of Anzio, 38 miles
south of Rome. The cemetery may
be reached by automobile from Rome
by two routes:

(a) At Piazza San Giovanni, bear
left and pass through the old Roman
wall to the Via Appia Nuova. About
8 miles out, and after passing Ciam-
pino airport, turn right at the srciLy-
ROME AMERICAN CEMETERY sign and
follow the road past Aprilia to Anzio,
Nettuno and the cemetery. The road
is marked with direction signs to the
cemetery.
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(b) At Piazza San Giovanni, bear
right to Via delle Terme di Caracalla,
thence pass through the old Roman
wall along Viale Cristoforo Colombo
and through the Exposition grounds,
immediately beyond which is the first
of the direction signs to the cemetery
along route 148 to overpass near Apri-
lia, thence Via Nettunense.

There is also a railroad from Rome
to Nettuno (trains leave and arrive
approximately hourly during the sum-
mer months; during the winter
months the service is reduced to six
trains a day). Taxicab service is
available at Nettuno. There are nu-
merous hotels in Anzio and Nettuno
as well as Rome.

Main Entrance Gate



Aerial View of Cemetery

THE SITE

The cemetery site covers 77 acres, ris-
ing in a gentle slope from Via della
Rimembranza. A small clear stream
(the Fosso dei Tinozzi) runs through
the northern area and furnishes the
water supply (other than potable)
for the cemetery needs. The site was
originally established on January 24,
1944, following the first landings at
the Anzio beaches 2 days previously.
The cemetery site lay in the zone of
advance of the 3d Division. Here are
buried 7,862 of our military Dead,
representing 35 percent of the burials
which were originally made in Sicily
and southern Italy. Many of them
gave their lives in the liberation of
Sicily (July 10 to August 17, 1943),
in the landings in the Salerno area
(September 9, 1943), in the subse-
quent heavy fighting northward
through Italy, in the landings at, and
occupation of, the Anzio beachhead
(January 22, 1944 to May 1944), as
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well as in the air and naval operations
in these regions.

ARCHITECTS

Architects for the cemetery and me-
morial were Gugler, Kimball & Hus-
ted of New York City; the landscape
architect was Ralph Griswold, of Pitts-
burgh, Pa.

GENERAL LAYOUT

The main entrance to the cemetery
is at the handsome bronze gates on
the west side of Via della Rimem-
branza, 200 yards from the north edge
of the town of Nettuno. Immediately
to the right is the Visitors’ Building
with parking spaces. Beyond the
gate is the pool, and the mall which
extends, between the graves plots, to
the memorial at the far (west) end
of the cemetery. In the northeast
corner is the service area. Automo-
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biles may be driven around the ceme-
tery by following the road past the
Visitors’ Building and bearing left.

THE GRAVES AREA

Between the entrance gate and the
graves plots is the broad pool (82
yards long, 66 yards wide) with its
island “and cenotaph of “bronze”
travertine stone, flanked by groups of
Italian cypress (Cupressus semper-
virens pyramidalis) trees. Beyond
the pool is a mass of evergreen oak
trees (Quercus ilex), framing a vista
up the mall to the memorial.

The 7,860 headstones are arranged
in gentle arcs which sweep across the
broad green lawns; altogether there
are 10 plots lettered from “A” to “J”.
Each grave plot is surrounded by a
pittosporum hedge, while the grass
paths between the plots are lined by
rows of characteristic Roman pines
(Pinus pinea).

These Dead who gave their lives in
their Country’s service came from
every State in the Union, as well as
from Alaska, Hawaii, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia; a few headstones
record that some of these men were
born in Canada, England, Scotland,
Eire, Finland, Sweden, and Spain.
Four hundred and eighty-eight head-
stones mark the graves of 490 “Un-
knowns.” In 21 instances, two broth-
ers lie buried side by side.

Along both sides of the central mall
are rows of holly oak (Quercus ilex)
as well as a hedge of Pittosporum
tobira.

Leaving the Visitors’ Building and
curving gently to the left, the road
passes, on its right, the service area.
About halfway to the top of the hill
the pump and power stations may be
seen off the road to the right. Here
water from the Fosso dei Tinozzi is
directed into open reservoirs, and is
then pumped as needs require into
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the high-pressure sprinkler system.
Potable water is drawn directly from
the city mains which pass just west
of the cemetery. Along the road,
Cedars of Lebanon, Monterey Cypress

(Cupressus macrocarpa), and Olean-
ders are conspicuous.

At the top of the hill the road turns
left, passing additional parking spaces
and the rear entrance to the memorial.

The Wiemorial

EXTERIOR

The memorial, built mainly of Roman
travertine quarried near Tivoli a few
miles east of Rome, consists of the
chapel to the south, the peristyle, and
the museum room to the north.

Flanking the broad front entrance
to the peristyle are two flagstaffs 80
feet high. The peristyle itself has
massive columns of both travertine
and Rosso Levanto marble (from the
vicinity of Rapallo, near Genoa). In
the center, on a pedestal of “bronze”
travertine, is the twin group in bronze
by Paul Manship, of New York, sym-
bolizing the American soldier and
sailor shoulder to shoulder. This
group was cast at the Battaglia Foun-
dry in Milan. In the courtyard also is
a single tall Roman Pine tree.

“Brothers in Arms” Statue, Peristyle of the
Memorial (Paul Manship, Sculptor)

On the east face of the chapel is
a sculpture panel in relief, of white
Carrara marble, also by Paul Man-
ship, representing ‘“Remembrance.”
It portrays an angel bestowing a laurel
wreath upon the graves of those who
gave their lives for their Country.

On the east facade of the museum
is a similar panel “Resurrection,” by
Paul Manship. It symbolizes the dead
soldier as he is borne to his reward by
the guardian angel. Both panels
were carved by Pietro Bibolotti, of
Pietrasanta.

South (left) of the chapel is the
South Garden, an informal sunken
garden with beds of annual flowers.

North (right) of the museum is the
North Garden, which is planted more
formally in parterre arrangements.
Here are beds of Polyantha Roses,
Geranium, White Oleanders, Purple
Bougainvillea, and other flowers.

At the far end of the garden is a
fountain of Baveno granite from quar-
ries near the north end of Lake Mag-
giore; its large bowl is in a single
piece.

The area between the memorial and
the west edge of the reservation is
solidly planted with Roman pines.

CHAPEL

On each side of the bronze door (cast
by the Marinelli Foundries of Flor-
ence) to the chapel is the dedication,
in English and Italian, of which this is
the English text:

1941-1945 ¥ % IN PROUD REMEM-
BRANCE OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF HER
SONS AND IN HUMBLE TRIBUTE TO
THEIR SACRIFICES THIS MEMORIAL HAS
BEEN ERECTED BY THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA.
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INTERIOR

The architects designed this chapel in-
tentionally without windows; to pro-
vide for additional natural lighting
should this ever be needed, two huge
panels of the west wall, set in bronze
and steel frames, may be swung open.

The entire interior walls of the
chapel are of white Carrara marble
and are covered with the engraved
names, rank, organization, and State
of 3,094 of our Missing:

United States Army and Army
Al Forcesdi et ol I5a1 2,031
United States Navy__________ 1,063

These men gave their lives in the
service of their Country but their re-
mains have not been recovered and
identified, or they were buried in the
Mediterranean. Their names include
men from every State in the Union, the
District of Columbia, and the Terri-
tories of Alaska and Hawaii.

Over the apse, as the heading for
these lists, is engraved:

HERE ARE RECORDED THE NAMES OF
AMERICANS WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN
THE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY AND
WHO SLEEP IN UNKNOWN GRAVES.

An Italian translation of this heading
appears over the door.

The altar is of golden Broccatello
Siena marble. On the altar is a
triptych of Serravezzo white marble,
from Carrara region, designed by
Paul Manship. The side panels show
angels with palm branches, in relief.
The left panel bears this quotation
from the Eighth Psalm (3-5) with
evident reference to the subject of the
ceiling dome:

WHEN I CONSIDER THY HEAVENS, THE
WORK OF THY FINGERS, THE MOON
AND THE STARS, WHICH THOU HAST
ORDAINED: WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU

1t will be recalled that during World
War II the Air Forces still formed part
of the United States Army.
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ART MINDFUL OF HIM? AND THE SON
OF MAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HIM?
FOR THOU HAST MADE HIM A LITTLE
LOWER THAN THE ANGELS, AND HAS
CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND
HONOR.

The right panel has this text from
T. F. Higham’s translation of “The
Greek Dead at Thermopylae” by
Simonides:

NOBLY THEY ENDED, HIGH THEIR DES-
TINATION W ¥ BENEATH AN ALTAR LAID,
NO MORE A TOMB, WHERE NONE WITH
PITY COMES OR LAMENTATIONS BUT
PRAISE AND MEMORY, A SPLENDOR OF
OBLATION % % WHO LEFT BEHIND A
GEM-LIKE HERITAGE OF COURAGE AND
RENOWN, A NAME THAT SHALL GO
DOWN FROM AGE TO AGE.

On the center panel, also in relief,
the Archangel Michael flying against
a background of clouds sheathes his
sword, while four archangels proclaim
the Victory. Beneath them is the uni-
versal prayer: “PEACE ON EARTH GOOD
WILL AMONG MEN.”

On the back of the center panel is
the standing winged figure of the An-
gel of Peace. A cross in metal filigree
stands before the triptych on the altar.

On the east end of the altar a Cross
is engraved, and on the west end the
Tablets of Moses.

The pews are of walnut.

THE CEILING

The ceiling dome, about 22 feet in
diameter, designed by the architects
and executed by Paul Manship and
by Bruno Bearzi of Florence, uses the
medieval signs of the Zodiac to repre-
sent the constellations. Represented
also are the planets Mars, Jupiter, and
Saturn in the relative positions which
they occupied at 0200 on January 22,
1944, the historic moment when the
first American and British troops
landed on the beaches near Anzio.

Interior of Chapel

The more important stars in each con-
stellation are shown as points of light
upon the celestial dome. Inscribed
around the base of the dome is this
text:

O YE STARS OF HEAVEN BLESS YE THE
LORD PRAISE HIM AND MAGNIFY HIM
FOREVER.

A brief explanation of the dome is
cast into the bronze cover of the
switchbox just inside the door of the
chapel.

The floor of the chapel is of Rosso
Levanto marble.

THE MUSEUM ROOM

Interior

The bronze gates of the museum room
were also cast by the Marinelli Found-
ries, as were the ornamental light
fixtures in the memorial.

An octagonal table of “bronze”
travertine in which is set a circular
relief model of Italy, at 1:500,000
scale, occupies the center of the room.
The model is of bronze, with marble
mosaic in various shades of blue in
the sea areas, and was fabricated by
Bruno Bearzi from data supplied by
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the American Battle Monuments
Commission. It shows in general
outline the American military opera-
tions in Sicily and Italy during the
period 1943-45.

The west wall is occupied by three
maps—-The Capture of Sicily,” “The
Strategic Air Assaults,” and “The
Naples-Foggia Campaign.” These
maps were designed by Carlo Ciam-
paglia, of Middle Valley, N. J., and
executed by Leonetto Tintori, of
Florence. The topographical details are
faithfully depicted in perspective, as are
various types of ships and aircraft
which contributed to the success of this
operation. To aid in understanding
them the maps also bear these
inscriptions:

THE CAPTURE OF SICILY

ON 10 JULY 1943, UNDER COVER OF
AIR AND NAVAL BOMBARDMENT, AMERI-
CAN AND BRITISH FORCES LANDED ON
THE SOUTH AND EAST SHORES OF
SICILY.

1. AIDED BY GUNFIRE OF THE WEST-
ERN NAVAL TASK FORCE AND COVERED
BY AIRCRAFT OF THE TWELFTH AIR
FORCE, THE U. S. SEVENTH ARMY AD-
VANCED RAPIDLY INLAND, REACHING
THE CENTER OF THE ISLAND IN TEN
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