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LOCATION 
The Normandy American Cemetery 
is situated on a cliff overlooking 
Omaha Beach and the English Chan­
nel just east of St-Laurent-sur-Mer 
and northwest of Bayeux in Col-
leville-sur-Mer. Travel time by train 
from the Gare St-Lazare (St. Lazare 
railway station) in Paris to Bayeux is 
three to four hours. The rail service 
between Paris and Bayeux is fre­
quent, with at least four daily ex­
press trains each way. Taxi service is 
available from Bayeux Station to the 
cemetery. To travel to the cemetery 
from Paris by automobile, it is sug­
gested that one take the Autoroute 

de l'Ouest (A-13, toll highway) from 
Paris to Caen, then highway N-13 to 
Bayeux and Formigny. At Formigny 
turn right on D-517 towards St-
Laurent-sur-Mer; then right on D-
514 to Colleville-sur-Mer, where di­
rectional signs mark the access to 
the American Cemetery. 

The road distances to the ceme­
tery from some of the other cities in 
France are: Le Havre, 94 miles/152 
kms.; Caen, 29 miles/46 kms.; 
Rouen, 110 miles/177 kms.; and 
Cherbourg, 50 miles/81 kms. Ade­
quate hotel accommodations are 
available in Caen and Bayeux as 
well as in surrounding villages. 

Graves Area with English Channel in Background 
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Aerial View of the Cemetery and its Memorial 

HOURS 

The cemetery is open daily to the 
public as shown below: 
SUMMER (16 March - 30 September) 

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. — weekdays 
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. — Saturdays, 

Sundays and holidays 
WINTER (1 October - 15 March) 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. — weekdays 
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. — Saturdays, 

Sundays and holidays 
When the cemetery is open to the 

public, a staff member is on duty in 
the Visitors' building to answer 
questions and escort relatives to 
grave and memorial sites (except be­
tween noon and 3:00 p .m. on 
weekends and holidays). 

HISTORY 

Many months of planning and prep­
aration preceded the 6 June 1944 
D-Day landings in Normandy. Be­
ginning in March 1944, Allied air 
forces disrupted transportation be­
tween the Seine and Loire Rivers and 

conducted strategic air bombard­
ment deep into enemy territory in an 
attempt to keep the German air 
force occupied and on the defensive 
and to isolate the landing areas. 

On 6 June 1944 during the early 
morning hours of darkness, three 
airborne divisions (the British 6th 
and the U.S. 82d and 101st) were 
dropped to the rear of the beach 
areas to cover deployment of the 
seaborne assault forces. Simultane­
ously, Allied naval forces swept the 
English Channel of mines and pre­
ceded the assault vessels to the land­
ing areas. At 6:30 a.m., under cover 
of intense naval and air bombard­
ment, six U.S., British and Cana­
dian divisions began landing on 
Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and 
Sword beaches in what was to be the 
greatest amphibious assault of re­
corded history. 

The U.S. 4th Division landed at 
Utah Beach and pushed rapidly in­
land to join the airborne division. 
The early success and extraordinar­
ily light casualties on Utah Beach 
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Orientation Table at the Overlook 
"The Landing Beaches 6-8 June 1944" 

contrasted sharply with the difficul­
ties of the US 1st and 29th Divisions 
on Omaha Beach to the east, where 
the enemy was resisting with every 
device and weapon at his disposal. 
Its terrain alone was a major obsta­
cle. Instead of sloping gently from 
the high ground to the rear, the 
beach area terminated in s teep 
sandy bluffs. Troops had to cross an 
open area varying in width from a 
few yards at each end to about 200 
yards in the center, and then attack 
up the steep bluffs to the plateau 
where the Normandy American 
Cemetery now stands. The only 
concealment available was patches 
of tall marsh grass. Fighting was bit­
ter and casualties heavy. Neverthe­
less, the US 1st Division took the 
high ground on which the cemetery 
stands before D-Day was over. 

Further to the east on Gold, Juno 
and Sword landing beaches, the 
British and Canadian divisions 

forged steadily ahead. Within a 
week, under the cover of continuous 
naval gunfire and air support, the 
individual beachheads were linked 
together. Temporary anchorages 
and artificial harbors were con­
structed off the beachhead area dur­
ing this period by sinking ships and 
prefabricated concrete caissons to 
the channel floor, facilitating the un­
loading of troops and supplies. 

Rapidly, the Allied armies in­
creased in size and strength. On 26 
June, Americans freed Cherbourg; 
on 9 July, British and Canadians 
fought their way into Caen; and on 
18 July Americans took St. Lo. Pre­
ceded by a paralyzing air bombard­
ment on 25 July, the US First Army 
stormed out of the beachhead area. 
Coutances was liberated three days 
later and, within a week, the re­
cently activated US Third Army 
cleared Avranches and was advanc­
ing toward Paris on a broad front. 
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Location of Cemetery Features 

THE SITE 

The Normandy American Cem­
etery, 172.5 acres in extent, is one of 
fourteen pe rmanen t American 
World War II military cemeteries 
constructed on foreign soil by the 
American Battle Monuments Com­
mission. Nearby, on D + 1 (7 June 
1944), the first temporary American 
World War II cemetery in France was 
established by the Army's Graves 
Registration Service. After the war, 
when the temporary cemeteries 
were disestablished by the Army, 
the remains of American military 
Dead whose next-of-kin requested 
permanent interment overseas were 
moved to one of the fourteen per­
manent cemetery sites on foreign 
soil, usually the one which was 
closest to the temporary cemetery. 
There they were interred by the 
Graves Registration Service in the 
distinctive grave patterns proposed 
by the cemetery's architect and ap­
proved by the Commission. The de­
sign and construction of all facilities 
at the permanent sites were the re­

sponsibility of the Commission; i.e., 
the memorial, chapel, visitors' build­
ing, superintendent's quarters, ser­
vice facilities and paths and roads. 
The Commission was also responsi­
ble for sculpture, landscaping and 
other improvements. 

ARCHITECTS 

.Architects for the cemetery's me­
morial features were Harbeson, 
Hough, Livingston & Larson of 
Philadelphia, Pa. The landscape ar­
chitect was Markley Stevenson, also 
of Philadelphia. 

GENERAL LAYOUT 

The Normandy American Cemetery 
is generally rectangular in shape. Its 
main paths are laid out in the form of 
a Latin cross. 

An avenue bordered by hedge­
rows, about one-half mile in length, 
leads from highway D-517 to the 
main ent rance at the southeas t 
corner of the cemetery. Inside the 
main gate are the parking areas, the 
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Graves Area with Chapel ami Memorial in Background 

visitors' building, and the superin­
tendent's quarters. Beyond them, 
filling most of the eastern end of the 
cemetery is a beautiful, semi-circular 
memorial with a memorial garden 
and Tablets of the Missing to its rear. 
Facing west, the memorial overlooks 
a large reflecting pool, two flagpoles 
from which the American flag flies 
daily, the graves area and the 
chapel. 

A wide, grassy mall extends west­
ward from the reflecting pool bisect­
ing the graves area. The memorial 
chapel is located on the mall about 
one-third of the way from its west­
ern end. A narrower north-south 
mall intersects the central mall at the 
chapel. Two Italian granite (Baveno) 
figures represent ing the United 
States and France rise above the 
graves area at the western end of the 
central mall. Encircling the cemetery 
proper is a service road. 

An overlook, on a small jut of land 
just north of the memorial affords an 
excellent view of Omaha Beach di­
rectly below and the English Chan­
nel. Located at the overlook is an 
orientation table showing the vari­

ous beaches and forces involved in 
the Normandy landings. A low rail­
ing forms a parapet to the front at the 
edge of the cliff. From here, the 
whole action of the landings and the 
scaling of the escarpment may be 
visualized. Steps and a path descend 
to the beach below from the over­
look. Along the path is a second 
orientation table showing the artifi­
cial harbour or "Mulberry" in some 
detail. Prior to the 1944 landings, the 
enemy had installed artillery and 
machine-guns along the cliffs so that 
he could fire lengthwise along the 
beaches. The cemetery is sur­
rounded on the east, south and west 
by heavy masses of plantings. 

THE MEMORIAL 

The memorial structure consists of a 
semicircular colonnade with a loggia 
housing battle maps at each end and 
a large bronze sculpture in the open 
area formed by its arc. The loggias 
and colonnade are of Vaurion, a 
French limestone from the Cote d'Or 
region; the plinths and steps are of 
Ploumanach granite from Brittany. 
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Memorial from the Reflecting Pool 

The ceilings of the loggias are of blue 
ceramic tile by Gentil et Bourdet of 
Paris. The floor of the open area 
within the arc is surfaced with peb­
bles taken from the invasion beach 
below the cliff and imbedded in mor­
tar. 

Centered in the open arc of the 
memorial facing toward the graves 
area is a 22-foot bronze statue, "The 
Spirit of American Youth Rising 
from the Waves," on a rectangular 
pedestal of Ploumanach granite. The 
sculptor of this was Donald De Lue 
of Leonardo, New Jersey. It was cast 
in Milan, Italy by the Battaglia Foun­
dry. Encircling the pedestal of the 
statue on the floor in bronze letters is 
the inscription, MINE EYES HAVE SEEN 
THE GLORY OF THE COMING OF THE 
LORD. 

Inset in the floor directly behind 
the statue are two small curved gar­
den plots. Additionally, four small 
rectangular plots edged with box­
wood are inset in the floor, two on 
each side of the statue. Adjacent to 
each rectangular plot on the side 
closest to the statue is a stone bench. 

Carved on the inner face of the 
colonnade's lintel is the inscription: 

THIS EMBATTLED SHORE, PORTAL OF 
FREEDOM, IS FOREVER HALLOWED BY 
THE IDEALS, THE VALOR AND THE SAC­
RIFICES OF OUR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN. 

On the interior walls of the south 
loggia are three maps engraved in 
the stone and embellished with col­
ored enamels. The largest map is on 
the south wall and is oriented with 
south at the top. It is entitled THE 
LANDINGS ON THE NORMANDY 
BEACHES AND THE DEVELOP­
MENT OF THE BEACHHEAD and 
portrays the landings of 6 June 1944, 
the es tabl ishment of the firm 
beachhead, the liberation of Cher­
bourg and St. Lo, and the sub­
sequent attack by which the allied 
forces broke out of the beachhead. 

The map on the west wall of the 
south loggia is entitled AIR OPER­
ATIONS OVER NORMANDY 
MARCH-AUGUST 1944 and de­
picts air operations prior to the land­
ings to include isolation of the 
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Operations Map in South Loggia 

Operations Map in ,Vor(/i Loggia 
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beachhead area from the interior of 
France. 

The following text is inscribed in 
English on the west wall above the 
map (a French version is inscribed 
on the east wall above the map): 

THE ASSAULT AND THE BEACHHEAD 

MANY MONTHS OF PLANNING AND 
DETAILED PREPARATION PRECEDED 
THE ALLIED LANDINGS IN NORMANDY. 
THE AIR BOMBARDMENT TO ISOLATE 
THE BATTLEFIELD BEGAN IN MARCH 
1944. DURING THE NEXT THREE MONTHS 
THE ALLIED AIR FORCES, BY SYSTEMAT­
ICALLY BOMBING BRIDGES AND RAIL 
CENTERS, DISRUPTED ALL FORMS OF 
TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN THE SEINE 
AND THE LOIRE; MEANWHILE 
STRATEGIC AIR OPERATIONS WERE 
CONTINUED DEEP INTO ENEMY TERRI­
TORY TO COMPEL THE GERMAN AIR 
FORCE TO REMAIN ON THE DEFENSIVE. 

IN THE DARKNESS OF THE EARLY 
MORNING HOURS OF 6 JUNE THREE AIR­
BORNE DIVISIONS (THE BRITISH 6, THE 
U.S. 82D AND 101ST) DROPPED BEYOND 

THE BEACHES TO DESTROY ENEMY 
FORCES AND TO COVER THE DEPLOY­
MENT OF THE SEABORNE ASSAULT 
TROOPS. SIMULTANEOUSLY THE AL­
LIED NAVAL FORCES SWEPT THE ENG­
LISH CHANNEL OF MINES AND PRE­
CEDED THE ASSAULT VESSELS TO THE 
LANDING AREAS. AT 0630 HOURS, 
UNDER COVER OF NAVAL GUNFIRE AND 
AIR BOMBARDMENT, SIX U.S., BRITISH 
AND CANADIAN DIVISIONS LANDED IN 
THE GREATEST AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT 
RECORDED IN HISTORY. 

AT UTAH BEACH, THE U.S. 4TH DIVI­
SION PUSHED RAPIDLY INLAND TO JOIN 
THE U.S. AIRBORNE DIVISIONS. AT 
OMAHA BEACH, PROGRESS OF THE U.S. 
1ST AND 29TH DIVISIONS WAS SLOWER, 
CASUALTIES WERE HEAVIER, THE 
FIGHTING BITTER. ON GOLD, JUNO AND 
SWORD BEACHES, THE BRITISH AND 
CANADIANS FORGED STEADILY 
AHEAD. WITHIN A WEEK, UNDER COVER 
OF CONTINUOUS NAVAL GUNFIRE AND 
AIR SUPPORT, THE INDIVIDUAL 
BEACHHEADS HAD BEEN LINKED TO­
GETHER. 
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MEANWHILE, NAVAL PERSONNEL 
WERE ESTABLISHING TEMPORARY AN­
CHORAGES AND ARTIFICIAL HARBORS 
BY SINKING SHIPS AND PRE­
FABRICATED CONCRETE CAISSONS. 
THESE EXPEDIENTS WERE OF PRICELESS 
AID IN THE UNLOADING OF TROOPS 
AND CARGO OVER THE UNSHELTERED 
BEACHES. 

THE ALLIED ARMIES GREW RAPIDLY IN 
STRENGTH. DRIVING NORTHWARD, 
AMERICAN FORCES, AIDED BY STRONG 
NAVAL AND AIR BOMBARDMENT, 
FREED CHERBOURG ON 26 JUNE. ON 9 
JULY, THE BRITISH AND CANADIANS 
FOUGHT THEIR WAY INTO CAEN: NINE 
DAYS LATER U.S. UNITS TOOK ST. LO. 
THE ALLIES COULD NOW UNLEASH 
THEIR PLANNED ATTACK TO BREAK OUT 
OF THE BEACHHEAD. WHILE BRITISH 
FORCES HEAVILY ENGAGED THE ENEMY 
ON THE ALLIED LEFT FLANK, AMERICAN 
TROOPS WEST OF ST. LO UNDERTOOK 
THE MAJOR EFFORT TO DRIVE THROUGH 
THE ENEMY DEFENSES. ON 25 JULY, FOL­
LOWING A PARALYZING BOMBARD­
MENT BY THE U.S. EIGHTH AND NINTH 
AIR FORCES ANDTHE ROYAL AIR FORCE, 
THE U.S. 4TH, 9TH AND 30TH DIVISIONS 
OPENED A GAP IN THE ENEMY LINE 
WHICH WAS PROMPTLY EXPLOITED BY 
THE 1ST INFANTRY AND 2D AND 3D AR­
MORED DIVISIONS. OTHER AMERICAN 
FORCES PROGRESSIVELY ADDED THEIR 
EFFORTS, LIBERATING COUTANCES ON 
28 JULY. IN A WEEK THE DRIVE HAD 
CLEARED AVRANCHES. 

AFTER NEARLY TWO MONTHS CON­
FINEMENT TO THE BEACHHEAD AREA, 
THE ALLIED ARMIES HAD FINALLY BRO­
KEN INTO THE OPEN AND WERE MOV­
ING FORWARD ON A BROAD FRONT. 

The map on the east wall is enti­
tled 6 JUNE 1944 THE AMPHIBI­
OUS ASSAULT LANDINGS and 
shows the naval plan for the land­
ings and the manner in which it was 
executed. 

Carved in the north wall of the 
north loggia of the memorial is a 
large map executed in a technique 
similar to that of the south loggia 

maps, entitled MILITARY OPERA­
TIONS IN WESTERN EUROPE, 6 
JUNE 1944-8 MAY 1945. It records 
the progress of the military opera­
tions in northwest Europe from the 
landings in Normandy to the end of 
the war. On the east and west walls 
are descriptive texts in English and 
French and six key maps. The Eng­
lish text is as follows: 

FROM NORMANDY TO THE ELBE 

REACTING TO THE BREAK-OUT BY THE 
ALLIED FORCES FROM THE NORMANDY 
BEACHHEAD, THE ENEMY LAUNCHED A 
COUNTERATTACK TOWARD AV­
RANCHES WITH THE DESPERATE HOPE 
OF CUTTING OFF OUR ADVANCING 
COLUMNS, BUT WAS REPULSED WITH 
HEAVY LOSSES. THEREUPON, AMERI­
CAN FORCES SWUNG NORTHWARD 
TOWARD ARGENTAN WHILE AT THE 
SAME TIME THE BRITISH AND CANA­
DIANS ADVANCED SOUTHWARD ON 
FALAISE. THREATENED WITH ENCIR­
CLEMENT, THE ENEMY TURNED BACK. 
HARASSED BY AIRCRAFT, HAMMERED 
INCESSANTLY BY ARTILLERY, HIS RE­
TREAT BECAME A ROUT. BY 22 AUGUST, 
THE POCKET WAS ELIMINATED. 

PRECEDED BY AIRCRAFT OF THE U.S. 
EIGHTH AND NINTH AIR FORCES AND 
THE BRITISH SECOND TACTICAL AIR 
FORCE, WHOSE CONSTANT ATTACKS 
HASTENED THE DISORGANIZATION OF 
THE RETREATING ENEMY, THE ALLIED 
ARMIES CROSSED THE SEINE, LIBER­
ATED PARIS, AND SWEPT ONWARD. AS 
THE DISTANCE FROM NORMANDY IN­
CREASED THE SUPPLY PROBLEM BE­
CAME ACUTE. STRONG ENEMY GARRI­
SONS STILL HELD MOST OF THE CHAN­
NEL PORTS, THUS PLACING A TREMEN­
DOUS BURDEN UPON OUR LIMITED 
HARBOR FACILITIES. THE ACHIEVE­
MENT OF ARMY AND NAVY SUPPLY 
SERVICES IN SUSTAINING THE ADVANC­
ING ARMIES CONTRIBUTED VITALLY TO 
THE LIBERATION OF NORTHERN 
FRANCE. 

BY MID-SEPTEMBER, BRITISH AND 
CANADIAN TROOPS HAD FREED BRUS­
SELS AND ANTWERP AND ENTERED THE 
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NETHERLANDS. THE U.S. FIRST ARMY 
HAD SWEPT ACROSS BELGIUM AND 
LUXEMBOURG TO THE GERMAN BOR­
DER, WHILE THE THIRD ARMY, AIDED BY 
AIRBORNE SUPPLY, REACHED THE 
MOSELLE IN A RAPID ADVANCE. IN 
BRITTANY THE GARRISON OF BREST 
SURRENDERED TO THE NEWLY ACTI­
VATED NINTH ARMY ON 18 SEPTEMBER. 
ON THE RIGHT FLANK THE U.S. 
SEVENTH AND FRENCH FIRST ARMIES, 
SUPPORTED BYTHE U.S. FIRSTTACTICAL 
AIR FORCE, ADVANCED FROM THE 
BEACHES OF SOUTHERN FRANCE TO EX­
TEND THE ALLIED FRONT SOLIDLY TO 
THE SWISS FRONTIER. 

PROGRESS IN THE NEXT THREE 
MONTHS WAS SLOW, THE FIGHTING 
BITTER, AS OPPOSITION STIFFENED. A 
MINOR ADVANCE WAS EFFECTED IN 
THE NETHERLANDS WHEN THE ALLIED 
FIRST AIRBORNE ARMY LANDED IN THE 
ARNHEM-EINDHOVEN AREA IN A VAL­
IANT BUT UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO 
SEIZE THE CROSSINGS OF THE LOWER 
RHINE; THERE FOLLOWED A SERIES OF 
GALLANT AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS 
TO CLEAR THE WATER APPROACHES TO 
THE PORT OF ANTWERP. IN THE CENTER, 
AMERICAN TROOPS BROKE THROUGH 
THE SIEGFRIED LINE, SEIZED AACHEN, 

AND FOUGHT THEIR WAY TO THE ROER 
RIVER. FARTHER SOUTH THE FORTRESS 
OF METZ CAPITULATED AFTER A BITTER 
STRUGGLE, WHILE ON THE RIGHT 
FLANK THE AMERICANS AND FRENCH 
REACHED THE RHINE AT STRASBOURG 
AND MULHOUSE. 

IN THE ARDENNES ON 16 DECEMBER 
THE ENEMY LAUNCHED HIS FINAL 
MAJOR COUNTER-OFFENSIVE, UN­
LEASHING THREE ARMIES ON A NAR­
ROW FRONT. THE STALWART DEFENSE 
AND SUPERB FIGHTING SKILL OF THE 
AMERICAN SOLDIER FINALLY HALTED 
THIS DRIVE. PROMPT AND CONTINU­
OUS COUNTERMEASURES BY GROUND 
AND AIR FORCES SUCCEEDED IN 
ELIMINATING THE GERMAN SALIENT BY 
MID-JANUARY. ON NEW YEAR'S EVE AN 
ENEMY ATTACK NEAR COLMAR WAS 
ALSO REPULSED AFTER A FURIOUS 
STRUGGLE. 

ALLIED OPERATIONS TO CLEAR THE 
WEST BANK OF THE RHINE IN FEBRUARY 
AND EARLY MARCH WERE BRILLIANTLY 
SUCCESSFUL; THE ARMIES INTENDED 
FOR THE DEFENSE OF GERMANY WERE 
SHATTERED BEYOND REPAIR. IN RAPID 
SUCCESSION, OUR FORCES THEN 
SEIZED A BRIDGE AT REMAGEN, FORCED 
A CROSSING AT OPPENHEIM, AND 
STAGED THEIR MAJOR AMPHIBIOUS 
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AND AIRBORNE ASSAULT NORTH OF 
THE RUHR VALLEY. AS OUR GROUND 
FORCES RUSHED EASTWARD, PRE­
CEDED BY AIRCRAFT WHICH HARASSED 
AND DEMORALIZED THE RETREATING 
ENEMY, THE RUHR WAS ENCIRCLED IN A 
GIGANTIC DOUBLE ENVELOPMENT. 
SWEEPING THROUGH GERMANY THE 
ALLIED ARMIES MET THE ADVANCING 
TROOPS OF THE U.S.S.R. AT THE ELBE. 
HIS FORCES HAVING COMPLETELY DIS­
INTEGRATED, THE ENEMY CAPITU­
LATED ON 8 MAY 1945, THUS BRINGING 
TO AN END THE CAMPAIGN BEGUN 
ELEVEN MONTHS BEFORE ON THE 
BEACHES OF NORMANDY. 

Three engraved stars separate the 
narrative and this inscription: 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GLOBAL 
WAR 1941-1945. THESE SMALLER MAPS 
PORTRAY THE VAST AND DECISIVE EF­
FORT EXERTED BY THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND HER ALLIES IN THE 
MANY INTERDEPENDENT THEATERS OF 
GLOBAL WAR. THEY RELATE THE MAJOR 
EVENTS TO EACH OTHER IN TERMS OF 
TIME AND SPACE 

The maps in each loggia were de­
signed by Robert Foster of New York 
City from data furnished by the 
American Battle Monuments Com­
mission and were executed by 
Maurice Schmit of Paris 

The following dedicatory inscrip­
tion appears in French on the west 

face of the south loggia and in Eng­
lish on the west face of the north 
l o g g i a : 1941-1945 IN PROUD REMEM­
BRANCE OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF HER 
SONS AND IN HUMBLE TRIBUTE TO 
THEIR SACRIFICES THIS MEMORIAL HAS 
BEEN ERECTED BY THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 

Inset in a tall rectangular aperture 
in the east and west walls of each 
loggia is a large bronze urn on which 
are sculptured two different scenes 
in high relief. The urns were de­
signed by Donald De Lue and cast by 
the Marinelli Foundry of Florence, 
Italy. The scene on one urn in each 
loggia is that of a dying warrior as­
tride a charging horse, symbolic of 
war, as an Angel of God supports 
him and receives his spirit. On the 
opposite side of the urn, a woman 
kneels holding her child beside the 
wreath-decorated grave of a soldier 
as the Star of Eternal Life shines 
above, symbolic of the immense sac­
rifice by women and children be­
reaved in war. The laurel leaf design 
around the top of the urn signifies 
victory and honor. 
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Memorial Chapel 

On the other urn in each loggia is a 
figure representa t ive of God in 
Genesis, Chapter 1: "The spirit of 
the Lord moved on the face of the 
waters." On the water below the 
figure is a spray of laurel recalling to 
memory those who lost their lives at 
sea; a rainbow emanates from each 
hand of the figure symbolizing hope 
and peace. The opposite side of the 
urn shows an angel pushing away a 
stone, symbolic of the Resurrection 
and Eternal Life. 

The four scenes on the urns in the 
north loggia are the same as the four 
scenes on the urns in the south log­
gia. The urns, however, have been 
emplaced on their pedestals so that 
the scenes facing into the loggias are 
different. 

The Great Seal of the United 
States is inscribed on the south face 
of the south loggia. Beneath the seal 
is engraved: A.D. 1954, AMERICAN BAT­
TLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 
HARBESON HOUGH LIVINGSTON AND 
LARSON ARCHITECTS PAUL BRANCHE 
ARCHITECTE REPRESENTANT LOCAL. 

The reverse of the Great Seal is 
inscribed on the north face of the 
north loggia. 

THE CHAPEL 

The circular chapel in the graves area 
is constructed of Vaurion limestone 
except for its steps which are of gran­
ite. Surmounting the chapel is a 
bronze finial with armillary sphere 
which serves as a lightning arrester. 
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Inscription and Relief Curving on North Chapel Wall 

On the outside wall of the chapel 
to the north of its entrance are the 
inscriptions: 

THIS CHAPEL HAS BEEN ERECTED BY 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN 
GRATEFUL MEMORY OF HER SONS WHO 
GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE LANDINGS 
ON THE NORMANDY BEACHES AND IN 
THE LIBERATION OF NORTHERN 
FRANCE. 

THEIR GRAVES ARE THE PERMANENT 
AND VISIBLE SYMBOL OF THEIR HEROIC 
DEVOTION AND THEIR SACRIFICE IN 
THE COMMON CAUSE OF HUMANITY. 

An engraved star separates the 
two inscriptions. A French transla­
tion of the texts is inscribed on the 
outside wall of the chapel to the 
south. On the exterior of the lintel of 
the chapel is inscribed: 

THESE ENDURED ALL AND GAVE ALL 
THATJUSTICE AMONG NATIONS MIGHT 
PREVAIL AND THAT MANKIND MIGHT 
ENJOY FREEDOM AND INHERIT PEACE. 

Directly above the chapel's door is 
engraved a replica of the Congres­
sional Medal of Honor, our coun­
try's highest award for valor. 

CHAPEL INTERIOR 

On entering the chapel, one's atten­
tion is drawn immediately to the 
altar of black and gold Pyrenees 
Grand Antique marble with the in­
scription, I GIVE UNTO THEM ETERNAL 
LIFE AND THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH, 
engraved across its front. Directly 
behind the altar, a tall window with 
a translucent amber coating illumi­
nates it with a soft yellow light. On 
the glass around the edges of the 
window are 48 stars representing the 
then 48 States. Immediately above 
the altar table is a Star of David with 
a dove in the center of the Star. Af­
fixed to the lower-half of the win­
dow is a thin teakwood Latin cross, 
the sides of which are encased in 
gold-leafed copper. The altar sits on 
a two-tiered platform of travertine 
limestone quarried in France and is 
flanked on both sides by flags of the 
United States, France, Great Britain 
and Canada. 

The interior walls of the chapel 
also are of travertine limestone quar­
ried in France. Inscribed on the 
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Mosaic Ceiling of Chapel 

Dove and Star of David in Window behind Chapel Altar 

lb 



Garden of the Missing 

south interior wall is the inscription: 
THROUGH THE GATE OF DEATH MAY 
THEY PASS TO THEIR JOYFUL RESUR­
RECTION. Above the inscription is a 
Latin cross in relief carved on a cir­
cle. Separa t ing the inscription a n d 
the cross are three small engraved 
stars. Directly opposi te on the nor th 
interior wall of the chapel is the in­
sc r ip t ion : THINK NOT ONLY UPON 
THEIR PASSING REMEMBER THE GLORY 
OF THEIR SPIRIT. Over the inscription 
are the Tablets of Moses s u r m o u n t e d 
by a Star of David carved in relief on 
a circle. Separa t ing the inscription 
and the tablets are three small en­
graved s tars . The colorful mosaic 
ceiling was des igned and executed 
by Leon Kroll of N e w York City. It 
symbo l i ze s Amer i ca b l e s s ing h e r 
sons as they depar t by sea and air to 
fight for f reedom, a n d a grateful 
France b e s t o w i n g a laurel w r e a t h 
u p o n American Dead w h o gave their 
lives to liberate Europe ' s oppressed 
peoples. The return of peace is re­
called by the angel , dove and the 
homeward -bound ship. 

THE GARDEN OF THE MISSING 

Behind the memoria l s t ructure is the 
Garden of the Missing. Its semicir­
cular wall , conta ins the names and 
par t iculars engraved on stone tab­
lets of the 1,557 Missing in the re­
gion who gave their lives in the ser­
vice of their coun t ry but whose 
remains have not been recovered or 
if recovered, have not been identi­
fied. Included among these are twin 
b ro the r s . They came from for ty-
nine of the fifty States of the Union, 
the District of Columbia and G u a m . 
The tablets are separated on the wall 
by large sculptured laurel leaves. 

The following inscript ions in En­
glish and French appear on the wall 
a b o v e the names of the Miss ing: 
HERE ARE RECORDED THE NAMES OF 
AMERICANS WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN 
THE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY AND 
WHO SLEEP IN UNKNOWN GRAVES. 
THIS IS THEIR MEMORIAL THE WHOLE 
EARTH THEIR SEPULCHRE. COMRADES 
IN ARMS WHOSE RESTING PLACE IS 
KNOWN ONLY TO GOD. 

17 



Craves Area 

At the rear of the memorial colon­
nade on the western side of the gar­
den is inscribed this extract from the 
dedication by General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower of the "Golden Book" 
now enshrined in St. Paul's Cathe­
dral, London: 

TO THESE WE OWE THE HIGH RE­
SOLVE THAT THE CAUSE FOR WHICH 
THEY DIED SHALL LIVE. 

Radiating from the memorial to 
the curved wall of the Missing are 
five paths dividing the garden into 
four truncated fan-shaped lawn 
areas. Two paths paralleling the arc 
of the memorial and the garden wall 
connect the radiating paths. 

GRAVES AREA 

The graves area contains ten grave 
plots, five on each side of the main 
(east-west) mall. Facing the graves 
area from the memorial, plots A, C, 
E, G and I line the left (south) side of 
the main mall and plots B, D, F, H 
and J the right. Interred within them 

are the remains of 9,386 servicemen 
and women. Three hundred and 
seven of which are Unknowns (those 
which could not be identified), three 
Congressional Medal of Honor re­
cipients, and four women. Also bur­
ied here, side by side, are father and 
son, and thirty-three pairs of broth­
ers. Each grave is marked with a 
white marble headstone, a Star of 
David for those of the Jewish faith, a 
Latin cross for all others. The pre­
cisely aligned headstones against the 
immaculately maintained, emerald 
green lawn convey an unforgettable 
feeling of peace and serenity. 

The servicemen and women in­
terred in the cemetery came from all 
fifty States and the District of Co­
lumbia. A small number also came 
from England, Scotland and Cana­
da. 

VISITORS' BUILDING 

The visitors' building is located to 
the left of the parking area at the 
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