ENGLISH

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION

ites Booklet

ive S

Commemorat

UNITED STATES

WWW.ABMC.GOV



“Nous n'oublions pas, nous n'oublierons jamais,
la dette d’infinie gratitude que nous avons contractée

envers ceux qui ont tout donné pour notre libération.”
*x k %

“We have not forgotten, we will never forget,
the debt of infinite gratitude that we have contracted
with those who gave everything for our freedom.”

—RENE COTY, PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, JUNE 6, 1954
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AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION

American Commemorative
Cemeteries and Memorials

“Time will not dim the glory of their deeds.”
—GENERAL OF THE ARMIES JOHN J. PERSHING

OVERVIEW

The American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC)—guardian of America’s overseas

commemorative cemeteries and memorials— honors the service, achievements and sacrifices
of U.S. armed forces. Established by Congress on March 4, 1923, ABMC's statutory mission
includes:

* Designing, constructing, operating, and maintaining permanent American military
cemeteries in foreign countries;

* Building and maintaining monuments, memorials and markers overseas, where
American forces have served since April 6, 1917, and in the United States when
directed by public law;

* Controlling the design and construction of U.S. military memorials, monuments, and
markers overseas created by U.S. citizens and organizations, both public and private,
and encouraging their maintenance.
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ABMC administers 26 cemeteries and 31 monuments, memorials, and markers; which are located
in 17 foreign countries, the United States Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the
Midway Atoll, and the British dependency of Gibraltar; three of the memorials are located within
the United States. These cemeteries and memorials are among the most beautiful and meticulously
maintained shrines in the world. Since 2007, ABMC has added 10 visitor centers to add historical
context to the commemorative landscapes of the cemeteries and monuments.

In addition to grave sites, the World War I and II cemeteries, together with the three memorials
on United States soil, also commemorate by name those United States service members who were
missing in action, or lost or buried at sea during World War I, World War I1, the Korean War, and the
Vietnam War.

There are more than 207,000 United States war dead from World War I and World War I
commemorated in ABMC sites; this includes nearly 31,000 interments and more than 4,400
memorializations for World War I, and nearly 93,000 interments and nearly 79,000 memorializations
for World War II. Additionally, the names of more than 8,200 individuals listed as missing from the
Korean War and more than 2,500 individuals from the Vietnam War are memorialized at ABMC’s
Honolulu Memorial.

ABMC also administers Mexico City National Cemetery, Corozal American Cemetery in Panama,
and Clark Veterans Cemetery in the Philippines. More than 15,600 members of the armed forces,
veterans, and others are interred in these sites.

ABMC HISTORY
Recognizing the need for a federal agency to be responsible for honoring American armed forces
where they had served overseas and for controlling the establishment of military cemeteries,
monuments and markers on foreign soil, Congress created the American Battle Monuments
Commission in 1923. General of the Armies John J. Pershing was appointed to ABMC’s Board of
Commissioners the same year, and was elected chairman by the other members. He served in that
capacity until his death in 1948. Nine additional chairmen have since served in this position.
Following World War I, the government recognized a need for a burial and repatriation policy
for America’s war dead. Over the course of the conflict, more than 116,000 Americans lost their
lives in Europe. Understanding the need to acknowledge America’s contribution to the war
in Europe through commemorative cemeteries and memorials overseas, the government also
respected the desires of many Americans to have their fallen family members returned to the
United States. Under provisions of the law, families were entitled to select permanent interment of a
loved one€’s remains in an American military cemetery on foreign soil, repatriation of the remains to
the United States for interment in a national or private cemetery, or repatriation to the individual’s
homeland. The majority of families chose repatriation. Approximately 40 percent chose permanent
interment in an ABMC overseas cemetery.

WORLD WAR | AND WORLD WAR Il COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAMS

ABMC’s World War I commemorative program consisted of constructing eight permanent
American cemeteries in Europe and erecting 13 separate memorials and markers through

the course of the 1920’s and 1930’s. Each cemetery was accented with nonsectarian chapels,
sculptures, battle maps depicting the course of the war in the region, and visitor reception
facilities. Additionally, ABMC endeavored to document America’s efforts in World War I by
compiling divisional operational summaries and publishing American Armies and Battlefields
in Europe, a guidebook that provides detailed descriptions of and directions to the European
battlefields where Americans served. Serving with ABMC as part of this documentation process
was a young United States Army major, Dwight D. Eisenhower. In January 2017, the

World War I commemorative program expanded when ABMC acquired its 26th cemetery, the
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Lafayette Escadrille Memorial Cemetery near Paris.

By the end of World War II, several hundred temporary burial grounds had been established
by the United States Army on battlefields around the world. In 1947, 14 overseas sites were
selected to become permanent cemeteries by the Secretary of the Army and ABMC. Similar to
the policy following World War I, families of the deceased were once again offered an option
for permanent interment overseas or repatriation. Once again, the majority of Americans chose
repatriation. In a few instances, next-of-kin directed that isolated burials be left undisturbed,
meaning the dead remained where they fell or were recovered. These graves continue to be
maintained by local communities.

ABMC’s World War II commemorative program consists of 14 permanent overseas American
military cemeteries, 12 overseas monuments, and 3 memorials in the United States. Similar to
the World War I cemeteries, each of the World War II cemeteries includes nonsectarian chapels,
sculptures, battle maps and narratives depicting the course of the war in the region, and visitor
reception facilities.

Use of both the World War I and World War II sites as permanent military burial grounds was
granted in perpetuity by the host country free of charge or taxation. Except in the case of the
Philippine Scouts, burial in these cemeteries is limited by the agreements with the host countries
to members of the U.S. armed forces who died overseas during the wars. United States civilian
technicians, Red Cross workers and entertainers serving the military were treated as members of
the armed forces for burial entitlement. All of ABMC’s World War I and II cemeteries are closed
to burials, except in cases when remains of American war dead are recovered today, or the family
of a recently identified unknown chooses interment or reinterment at an ABMC cemetery.

Each grave site in the overseas American World War I and II cemeteries is marked by a
headstone of white marble. Headstones of those of the Jewish faith are marked by Stars of David;
Latin crosses mark all others. Annotated on the headstones of the World War I servicemen who
could not be identified is: “HERE RESTS IN HONORED GLORY AN AMERICAN SOLDIER
KNOWN BUT TO GOD?” The phrase AMERICAN SOLDIER” was replaced with the phrase
“COMRADE IN ARMS” on the headstones of servicemen who could not be identified from
World War II to acknowledge the possibility of being from another branch of service.

Individuals who are recorded as missing in action or lost or buried at sea are memorialized
by name on Walls of the Missing at the cemeteries or the three domestic ABMC memorials.

The United States Department of Defense, through the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
(DPAA), is actively working to account for all Americans missing in action from World War II,
Korea and Vietnam. When an individual is identified by DPAA, a bronze rosette is placed next to
the name on the Wall of the Missing to indicate that they have been found. ABMC’s World War II
cemeteries contain more than 5,000 “unknown” graves. ABMC actively supports DPAA’s ongoing
efforts in the exhumation of remains from the graves of the unknowns.

ABMC consists of a board of commissioners comprising up to 11 members appointed by the
president of the United States for an indefinite term and who serve without compensation. The
commissioners establish the strategic direction for the Commission.

Daily operations, to include the general management, direction and control of the agency staff
is carried out by the chief executive officer of the commission, an executive level secretary, who is
appointed by the president.

ABMC headquarters is located in Arlington, Va., and an Overseas Operations Office is located
in Paris, France.

INSTRUCTIONS TO VISITORS
The locations of ABMC cemeteries, monuments, memorials, markers, and visitor centers are
shown on the maps in this booklet. All of the cemeteries are open to the public daily from
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9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., except January 1 and December 25. (Extended hours do exist at some
sites during the summer. Visit www.abmec.gov for the most up-to-date information.) ABMC staff
members are on duty to provide information and assistance in locating grave and memorial sites.
Access to all ABMC sites is free.

SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC
To commemorate the service, achievements, and sacrifices of the U.S. armed forces buried or
memorialized at our sites worldwide, we offer a number of services to the public.

* General Information: Ask a question or request information about ABMC at
info@ ABMC.gov.

* Next-of-kin Assistance: Receive assistance from an ABMC staff member upon your
arrival at the cemetery. Staff members are available to escort direct next-of-kin to gravesite
loctions, assist with photographs, and provide site orientation.

* Floral Decorations: Flowers can be placed within ABMC cemeteries (addresses are listed
on the inside back cover), but orders must be placed directly with a florist. A list of local
and international florists is available on the ABMC website. Direct next-of-kin (spouse,
siblings and children) can request a photo of the floral decoration at the headstone. Visit
the ABMC website and follow the floral decorations link for more information.

* Letter Authorizing Fee-free Passports: Request a fee-free passport letter for overseas
travel to a grave or memorialization site if you are an immediate family member. For more
information visit www.abmc.gov.

* Headstone Photos: Direct next-of-kin (spouse, siblings and children) are able to order a
headstone photo or photo of the name as it is listed on the Walls of the Missing. There is no
charge for this service.

* Travel Information: Request cemetery and memorial information, to include best
in-country routes and modes of travel and information on accommodations near sites,
available to any visitor. Cemetery contact info can be found at www.abme.gov.

EDUCATION PROGRAM

An important part of ABMC’s mission is to educate the American public about the sacrifices of the
servicemembers buried in its cemeteries. ABMC is committed to developing quality resources across
disciplines to educate the public and to provide educators content to use in the classrooms. These
materials illuminate the service, experiences, and sacrifice of those honored at ABMC cemeteries and
memorials around the world. Lesson ideas and resources can be found at www.abmec.gov. Additional
educational content is being created in collaboration with other premier history and education
entities. These programs help to explain the history of America’s role in past conflicts, its legacy, and
its relevance today, while highlighting the unique character of the cemeteries and memorials as not
only places of contemplation and reverence, but also as repositories of American art and architecture.
Current educational partnerships exist with the Smithsonian American Art Museum, The National
World War I Museum and Memorial, and the National World War II Museum.

Additionally, ABMC creates publications which follow the tradition of telling the story of America’s
armed forces, as first done in its 1927 publication, A Guide to the American Battle Fields in Europe,
intended to help veterans and families to visit overseas. It followed this with the much expanded
1938 volume American Armies and Battlefields in Europe. Recently published volumes have included
2018’s World War I Battlefield Companion released as part of the commemoration of the centennial
of World War I, and 2019’s American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: World War II highlighting
America’s role in the European Theater of Operations and released as part of the 75th anniversary of
World War II. A companion volume dealing with the Pacific Theater is currently in development.
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“We leave you our deaths. Give them their meaning.

—ARCHIBALD MACLEISH
FROM THE POEM THE YOUNG DEAD SOLDIERS DO NOT SPEAK
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Suresnes American Cemetery, 1919 (National Archives)







