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The AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMIS-
SION (ABMC) is a small independent agency of the
Executive Branch of the United States federal govern-
ment. It is responsible for commemorating the services of
American Armed Forces where they have served since 6
April 1917 (the date of U.S. entry into World War I)
through the erection of suitable memorial shrines; for
designing, constructing, operating and mamtammg
permanent American military burial grounds in foreign
countries; for controlling the design and construction of
U.S. military monuments and markers in foreign coun-
tries by other U.S. citizens and organizations both public
and private; and for encouraging the maintenance of such
monuments and markers by their sponsors. In performing
these functions, ABMC administers, operates and main-
tains on foreign soil twenty-four permanent American
military burial grounds, fourteen separate monuments
and two tablets (one in Chaumont and one in Soilly,
France marking respectively the GHQ of the AEF in
World War I and the headquarters of the U.S. First Army
in that war) and four memorials in the United States.
Presently 124,910 U.S. War Dead are interred in these
cemeteries, 30,920 of World War I, 93,240 of World
War Il and 750 of the Mexican War. Additionally, 5,608
American veterans and others are interred in the Mexico
City and Corozal American Cemeteries. Commemorated
individually by name on stone tablets at the World War I
and II cemeteries and three memorials on U.S. soil are the
94,090 U.S. servicemen and women who were Missing in
Action or lost or buried at sea in their general regions
during the World Wars and the Korean and Vietnam
Wars.

Recognizing the need for a federal agency to be respon-
sible for honoring American Armed Forces where they had
served and for controlling the construction of military
monuments and markers on foreign soil by others, the
Congress enacted legislation in 1923 creating the Ameri-
can Battle Monuments Commission. Because of his sta-
ture, military background and interest, President Hard-
ing appointed General John J. Pershing to the newly
formed Commission and he was elected chairman by the
other members. General Pershing served in that capacity
from 1923 until his death in 1948, at which time he was
succeeded by General George C. Marshall. Following
General Marshall’s death in 1959, General Jacob L. De-
vers became chairman. He was succeeded by General

Mark W. Clark in 1969.

Final disposition of World War I and II remains was
carried out under the provisions of Public Law 389, 66th
Congress and Public Law 368, 80th Congress, respec-

tively. These laws entitled next of kin to select permanent
interment of a loved one’s remains in an American mili-
tary cemetery on foreign soil designed, constructed and
maintained specifically to honor in perpetuity the Dead of
those wars or repatriation of the loved one’s remains to
U.S. soil for interment in a National or private cemetery.
The programs for final disposition of remains were carried
out by the War Department’s American Graves Registra-
tion Service under the Quartermaster General. From time
to time, requests are received from relatives asking that
the instructions of the next of kin at the time of interment
be disregarded. Those making such a request are informed
that the decision of the next of kin of record at the time of
intcrment is final. Often, on seeing the great beauty and
immaculate care of the Commission’s cemetery memo-
rials, thesc same individuals tell us later that they are now
pleased that the remains of their loved ones have been
permanently interred in these shrines.

ABMC’s World War I commemorative program con-
sisted of erecting a nonsectarian chapel in each of the eight
permanent American military burial grounds on foreign
soil established by the War Department for the Dead of
that war, landscaping each of the cemeteries, erecting
eleven separate monuments and two tablets elsewhere in
Europe and an AEF Memorial in the U. S. In 1934, a
Presidential Executive Order transferred the eight World
War I cemeteries to ABMC and made the Commission
responsible for the design, construction, operation and
maintenance of future permanent American military bu-
rial grounds erected in foreign countries.

By the end of World War II, several hundred tempo-
rary burial grounds had been established by the U.S.
Army on battlefields around the world. In 1947, fourteen
sites in foreign countries were selected to become perma-
nent burial sites by the Secretary of the Army and the
American Battle Monuments Commission in concert. The
locations of these sites corresponded closely with the
course of military operations. The permanent sites were
turned over to ABMC after the interments had been made
by the American Graves Registration Service in the con-
figuration proposed by the cemetery architect and ap-
proved by the Commission. After the war, all temporary
cemeteries were disestablished by the War Department
and the remains in them disposed of in accordance with
the directions of the next of kin. In a few instances, next of
kin directed that isolated burials be left undisturbed.
When doing so, the next of kin assumed complete respon-
sibility for their care.

Like the World War I cemeteries, use of the World
War II sites as permanent military burial grounds was



granted in perpetuity by the host country concerned free
of charge or taxation. Except in the Philippines, burial in
these cemeteries is limited by the agreements with the
host countries to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who
died overseas during the war. U.S. civilian technicians,
Red Cross workers and entertainers serving the military
were treated as members of the Armed Forces insofar as
burial entitlement was concerned. The agreement with
the Philippine government permitted members of the
Philippine Scouts and Philippine Army units that fought
with U.S. Forces in the Philippines to be interred in the
Manila American Cemetery. All of ABMC’s World War I
and II cemeteries are closed to burials except for the
remains of American War Dead still found from time to
time in World War I and II battle areas. This policy is
dictated by the agreements with the host countries con-
cerned.

. The Commission’s World War II commemorative pro-
gram consists of the construction of fourteen permanent
American military cemeteries and several monuments
(some still in the planning stage) on foreign soil and three
memorials in the United States. In addition to their
landscaped graves area and nonsectarian chapels, the
World War II cemeteries contain sculpture, a museum
area with battle maps and narratives depicting the course
of the war in the region and visitor reception facilities.

Each grave site in the permanent American World War
Iand II cemeteries on foreign soil is marked by a headstone
of pristine white marble. Headstones of those of the
Jewish faith are tapered marble shafts surmounted by a
Star of David; stylized marble latin crosses mark all
others. Annotated on the headstones of the World War I
servicemen who could not be identified is: “HERE RESTS IN
HONORED GLORY AN AMERICAN SOLDIER KNOWN BUT
TO GOD.” The words “AMERICAN SOLDIER"” were replaced
with the words “COMRADE IN ARMS” on the headstones of
World War II servicemen who could not be identified
because of the tri-service nature of that war.

The policy-making body of the Commission consists of
eleven members who are appointed by the President for an
indefinite term and serve without pay. They meet with
the professional staff of the Commission once or twice
annually. ABMC is staffed by 387 full-time civilian em-
ployees and six military officers who work for it on a
reimbursable basis by arrangement with the Department
of Defense. Fifty of the full-time civilian employees are
U.S. citizens; all but twelve of them are cemetery superin-
tendents or assistant superintendents. The remaining civi-
lian employees are foreign nationals from the countries
where ABMC installations are located. Two field offices
oversee operations in Europe and the Mediterranean, one

in Paris, France and one in Rome, Italy. The superinten-
dents of the cemeteries in Mexico City, Corozal and Ma-
nila report directly to the Washington Office. All superin-
tendent personne] are specially selected for their adminis-
trative ability; knowledge of horticulture; knowledge of
vehicle, equipment and structures maintenance; knowl-
edge of construction; and their ability to employ compas-
sion and tact in dealing with the public.

INSTRUCTION TO VISITORS

The locations of ABMC cemeteries, monuments and
memorials in foreign countries are shown on the maps in
this pamphlet. Directions to them as well as other infor-
mation of interest appear beneath the individual maps to
each site. Directional signs to the cemeteries are posted on
the main roads in their vicinity. All of the cemeteries are
open to the public daily. Staff members are on duty in the
Visitors” Room to provide information and assistance in
locating grave and memorial sites except between the
hours of noon and 3:00 p.m. on weekends and holidays.

Photography is permitted in ABMC cemeteries and
memorials without special authorization, provided it is
not for commercial purposes. Permission to take photo-
graphs of a commercial nature must be obtained from the
Washington, D.C. office, the address of which appears on
the back of the pamphlet.

SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC

The following information and services are provided
without cost to friends and relatives of those interred in or
memorialized at ABMC cemeteries and memorials: name,
location and general information about the cemetery or
memorial in which they are interested; plot, row and
grave number if appropriate; suggested routes and modes
of travel in-country to the cemetery or memorial; general
information about accommodations available in the vicin-
ity of the cemeteries and memorials; letters authorizing
fee-free passports for members of the immediate family
traveling overseas specifically to visit a grave or memo-
rialization site; black and white photographs of
headstones and sections of the Tablets of the Missing on
which the serviceman’s name is engraved; large color
lithographs of the cemeteries and memorials on which
photographs of the appropriate headstones or Tablets of
the Missing are mounted; and arrangements for floral
decoration of grave and memorial sites and provision to
the donor of a photograph of the decoration in place.



WORLD WAR I

BROOKWOOD CEMETERY is located southwest of the
town of Brookwood, Surrey, England, 6 miles north of
Guildford, and 9 miles northeast of Aldershot. It may be
reached by automobile from London, a distance of 28
miles, or by train from Waterloo station in less than an
hour. The American cemetery is about 300 yards from the
Brookwood railroad station. There are hotels and restau-
rants at Woking, Guildford, Aldershot and other nearby
towns.

This small cemetery of 45 acres lies within the large
civilian cemetery of the London Necropolis Co. and con-
tains the graves of 468 of our military Dead. Close by are
military cemeteries and monuments of the British Com-
monwealth and other Allied nations. Automobiles may
drive through the necropolis to the American cemetery.

Within the American cemetery the headstones are ar-
ranged in four plots, grouped about the flagpole. The
regular rows of white marble headstones on the smooth
lawn are framed by masses of shrubs and evergreen trees
which form a perfect setting for the chapel, a classic white
stone building on the northwest side of the cemetery. The
interior of the chapel is of tan-hued stone. Small stained
glass windows light the altar and flags and the carved cross
above them. On the walls within the chapel are inscribed
the names of 563 of the Missing who gave their lives in the
service of their Country and whose graves are in the sea.
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FLANDERS FIELD CEMETERY lies on the southeast

edge of the town of Waregem, Belgium, along the Lille-
Gent Autoroute E-3. It is located 175 miles north of Paris
and 46 miles west of Brussels. The cemetery is within a 30
mile radius of Brugges (Brugge) and Ghent (Gent), the
two largest cities in Flanders. Waregem can be reached by
train from Paris in about 5 hours and from Brussels in one
hour. Hotel accommodations in Waregem are excellent.

The cemetery occupies a 6-acre site. Masses of graceful
trees and shrubbery enframe the burial area and screen it
from the passing traffic. At the ends of the paths leading
to three of the corners of the cemetery there are circular
retreats, with benches and urns. At this peaceful site rest
368 of our military Dead most of whom gave their lives in
liberating the soil of Belgium in World War I. Their
headstones are aligned in four symmetrical areas around
the white stone chapel which stands in the center of the
cemetery.

The altar inside the chapel is of black and white “Grand
Antique” marble having draped flags on each side; above
it is a crusader’s sword outlined in gold. The chapel
furniture is of carved oak, stained black with white vein-
ing to harmonize with the altar. On the sidewalls are
inscribed the names of 43 of the Missing who gave their
lives in the service of their country, but whose remains
were never recovered or identified.
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AUDENARDE MONUMENT is located in the town of
Audenarde (Oudenaarde), Belgium, 17 miles south of
Ghent (Gent), 38 miles west of Brussels and 183 miles
north of Paris.

The monument, of golden-yellow limestone bearing
the shield of the United States flanked by two stone
eagles, stands at the end of a small park maintained by the
Commission. It commemorates the services and sacrifices
of 40,000 American troops who, in October and
November 1918, fought in the vicinity as units attached
to the Group of Armies commanded by the King of the
Belgians. Some are buried in Flanders Field Cemetery at
Waregem, 8 miles to the west.

KEMMEL MONUMENT is 4 miles south of Ypres
(Ieper), Belgium, near Vierstraat, on the Mont Kemmel
(Kemmelberg) road, overlooking the bitterly contested
Ypres battlefield. Ypres is 30 miles south of Ostende
(Ostend), 74 miles west of Brussels and 165 miles north of
Paris; it is accessible by train.

This small monument on a low platform consists of a
rectangular white stone block, in front of which is carved a
soldier’s helmet upon a wreath. It commemorates the
services and sacrifices of American troops who, in the late
summer of 1918, fought nearby in units attached to the
British Army; some are buried in Flanders Field American
Cemetery at Waregem, 34 miles to the east.
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SOMME CEMETERY is situated V5 mile southwest of the
village of Bony (Aisne), France, which is 1%4 miles west of
highway N—44, 13 miles north of St. Quentin and 14
miles southwest of Cambrai. The road leading to Bony
leaves highway N — 44 10 miles north of St. Quentinanda
short distance north of the American monument near
Bellicourt. The cemetery, 98 miles northeast of Paris, can
also be reached by automobile via the Paris-Brussels au-
toroute (A— 1) to Péronne, thence via Vermand and Bel-
lenglise. Hotel accommodations are available at Péronne,
St. Quentin and Cambrai which may be reached by train
from Paris (Gare du Nord).

This 14-acre cemetery, sited on a gentle slope typical of
the open, rolling Picardy countryside, contains the graves
of 1,844 of our military Dead. Most of these lost their
lives while serving in American units attached to British
Armies, or in the operations near Cantigny. The
headstones, set in regular rows, are separated into four
plots by paths which intersect at the flagpole near the top
of the slope. The longer axis leads to the chapel at the
eastern end of the cemetery.

Sculptured on the outer walls of the chapel are pieces of
military equipment. A massive bronze door surmounted
by an American eagle forms its entrance. A cross-shaped
window of crystal glass, above the marble altar, shines
with luminous radiance in the subdued interior. On the
walls are inscribed the names of 333 Missing in the area.
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BELLICOURT MONUMENT is 9 miles north of St.
Quentin (Aisne), France, on the highway to Cambrai and
1 mile north of the village of Bellicourt; it is 97 miles
northeast of Paris and 3 miles from the Somme American
Cemetery. Erected above a canal tunnel built by Napoleon
I, it commemorates the achievements and sacrifices of the
90,000 American troops who served in battle with the
British Armies in France during 1917 and 1918.

The tunnel was one of the main defense features of the
Hindenburg Line which was broken by American troops
in a brilliant offensive in September 1918. Engraved on
the rear fagade of the memorial is a map illustrating the
American operations; on the terrace is an orientation table.

CANTIGNY MONUMENT is in the village of Cantigny
(Somme), France, 4 miles northwest of Montdidier on
route D— 26 from Montdidier to Ailly-sur-Noye. From
Paris, it is 66 miles north via Chantilly or Senlis.

This battlefield monument, commemorating the first
offensive operation in May 1918 by a large American unit
in World War I, stands in the center of the village which
was captured in that attack and which was completely
destroyed by artillery fire. It consists of a white stone
shaft, on a platform, surrounded by an attractive park
developed and maintained by the Commission. The quiet
surroundings now give no hint of the bitter hand-to-hand
fighting which took place near the site of the monument.
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AISNE-MARNE CEMETERY lies south of the village of
Belleau (Aisne), France, 6% miles northwest of
Chateau-Thierry. It may be reached by automobile from
Paris over N— 3, turning left opposite the entrance pylons
of the Chateau-Thierry Monument which are about 2
miles west of the town of Chateau-Thierry; the total
distance is 58 miles. The cemetery may also be reached via
autoroute A— 4 by taking the Montreuil-aux-Lyons exit
and following the cemetery signs to Lucy-le-Bocage and
proceeding through Belleau Wood to the entrance of the
cemetery. There is rail service from Paris (Gare de I'Est) to
Chateau-Thierry; the journey takes about 1 hour.

This 42V5-acre cemetery, in a sweeping curve at the
foot of the hill where stands Belleau Wood, contains the
graves of 2,288 of our Dead, most of whom fought in the
vicinity and in the Marne valley in the summer of 1918.
From the hillside rises the memorial chapel decorated
with sculptured and stained-glass details of wartime per-
sonnel, equipment and insignia. On its interior walls are
the names of the 1,060 who were Missing in the region.
The observation platform in the chapel tower affords excel-
lent views over the battlefield. During World War I, the
chapel was damaged slightly but was repaired afterwards.

Belleau Wood adjoins the cemetery; it contains many
vestiges of World War I. At the flagpole is a monument
commemorating the valor of the U.S. Marines who cap-
tured much of this ground in 1918.




CHATEAU-THIERRY MONUMENT, on a hill 2 miles
west of Chateau-Thierry, commands a wide view of the
valley of the Marne. It is 54 miles east of Paris, 414 miles
southeast of Aisne-Marne (Belleau) Cemetery and 17
miles southwest of the Oise-Aisne (Fere) Cemetery where
rest many of the American soldiers and marines who
fought in this region in the summer of 1918. Two stone
pylons mark the entrance from the Paris— Chateau-
Thierry highway (N— 3).

The monument consists of an impressive double col-
onade rising above a long terrace; on its west fagade are
heroic sculptured figures representing the United States
and France. On the east fagade is a map of American
military operations in this region and also an orientation
table.

TOURS MONUMENT is located in the city of Tours,
France, 146 miles southwest of Paris.

The monument commemorates the efforts of the
650,000 men who served during World War I in the
Services of Supply of the American Expeditionary Forces
and whose work behind the battle lines made possible the
brilliant achievements of the American armies in the field.
It is situated just east of the southern end of the Pont
Wilson which crosses the Loire in prolongation of the
main street (Rue Nationale) of Tours, and consists of a
handsome fountain of white stone and bronze with appro-
priate sculpture. The surrounding area was developed by
the Commission into a small park.

OISE-AISNE CEMETERY lies 1V5 miles east of Fere-
en-Tardenois (Aisne), France, which is 14 miles northeast
of Chateau-Thierry. It may be reached by automobile
from Paris by autoroute A— 4 taking the Chateau-Thierry
exit, then going north on N— 37 to Rocourt St. Martin,
or over N—3 to Chateau-Thierry, thence N—367 to
Fere-en-Tardenois, a total distance of 70 miles. Hotel
accommodations in Chateau-Thierry are limited but there
are good hotels at Reims (27 miles) and Soissons (18
miles). There is rail service to each of these cities where
taxicabs may be hired.

At this cemetery site of 36V5 acres, beneath the broad
lawn surrounded by stately trees and shrubbery, rest
6,012 of our military Dead most of whom gave their lives
while fighting in this vicinity during 1918. Their
headstones, aligned in long rows, rise in a gentle slope
from the entrance to the memorial at the far end. The
burial area is divided into four plots by wide paths lined by
trees and beds of roses; at the intersection is a circular plaza
and the flagpole.

The memorial is a curving colonnade, flanked at the
ends by a chapel and a map-room. It is built of rose-
colored sandstone with white trim bearing sculptured
details of wartime equipment. The chapel contains an
altar of carved stone. Engraved upon its walls are the
names of 241 of the Missing, whose remains were never
recovered or identified. The map-room contains an en-
graved and colored wall map portraying the military
operations in this region during 1918.
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SOMMEPY MONUMENT stands on Blanc Mont ridge,
3 miles northwest of Sommepy (Marne), France. The site,
11 miles north of Suippes and 124 miles east of Paris, can
be reached via Chalons-sur-Marne or Reims.

The monument, surrounded by vestiges of World War
I trenches, dugouts and gun emplacements, is essentially
a tower of golden-yellow limestone; a platform at the top
affording a wide view over the former battlefields is open
each day except Friday. Inside the entrance an inscription
relates the American operations in this vicinity. The
monument, whose site was captured by American troops,
commemorates the achievements of the 70,000 Ameri-
cans who served in this region during the summer and fall

of 1918.

MONTFAUCON MONUMENT at Montfaucon
(Meuse), France, is 7 miles south of the Meuse-Argonne
Cemetery and 20 miles northwest of Verdun. Its massive
granite Doric column is surmounted by a statue symbolic
of Liberty, which towers more than 200 feet above the
ruins of the former village. It commemorates the Meuse-
Argonne offensive in which, during 47 days of fighting
between 26 September and 11 November 1918, the U.S.
First Army forced a general retreat on this front.

On the walls of the foyer are an engraved map of the
operations with narrative and also a tribute to the troops
who served. The observation platform, reached by 234
steps, affords magnificent views of the battlefield.
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CLERMONT . EN. ARGONNE

MEUSE-ARGONNE CEMETERY is located east of the
village of Romagne-Gesnes (Meuse), France, which is 26
miles northwest of Verdun. It may be reached by au-
tomobile from Paris (152 miles) via autoroute A—4 or
highway N—3, to Ste. Menchould, continuing on N—3
to Clermont-en-Argonne which is 19 miles south of the
cemetery and continuing on via Varennes; it may also be
reached from Verdun (where hotels are available) via Con-
senvoye, a distance of 26 miles. There is rail service from
Paris (Gare de I'Est) to Verdun; it takes about 315 hours.
Taxis are available from there to the cemetery.

At this site, covering 130V acres, rest the largest
number of our military Dead in Europe, a total of 14,246.
Most of those buried here gave their lives during the
Meuse-Argonne offensive. The immense array of
headstones rises in long regular rows upward beyond a
wide central pool to the chapel which crowns the ridge. A
beautiful bronze screen separates the chapel foyer from the
interior which is decorated with stained-glass windows
portraying American unit insignia; behind the altar are
the flags of the principal Allied nations.

On either side of the chapel are memorial loggias. One
panel of the west loggia contains a map of the Meuse-
Argonne offensive. Inscribed on the remaining panels of
both loggias are the names of the 954 Missing in the
general region, those whose remains were never recovered
or identified; among them are the Missing of our expedi-
tion to northern Russia, 1918— 1919.







