


HE AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION, an
T agency of the United States Government, is responsible to
the people of the United States for the construction and pe-
manent maintenance of military cemeteries and memorials on
foreign soil, as well as for certain memorials on American soil.
It is not responsible for construction, maintenance, or operation
of cemeteries in the United States or its territories and posses-
s10ms.

After World War I, the Commission erected a memorial
chapel in each of the eight military cemeteries already established
in Europe by the War Department, as well as monuments on the
battlefields and elsewhere.

After World War II, the Commission and the War Depart-
ment together selected 14 sites on foreign soil as permanent
cemeteries. Burials were made by the Department, and the
cemeteries then passed to the control of the Commission which
planned and carried out their final development, including the
erection in each of a memorial to commemorate the achievements
and sacrifices of the men and women of the American Armed
Services in the respective regions.

The graves in these cemeteries number approximately 39
percent of those originally buried in these regions. The re-
mains of the other 61 percent were returned home at the request
of their next of kin. A few graves remained outside of the
cemeteries by request of the families who assumed responsi-
bility for maintenance.

A white marble headstone marks each of the graves—a Star
of David for those of Jewish faith, a Latin cross for all others.
At the memorials in these cemeteries are inscribed the names
of the Missing, who, in the respective regions, gave their lives
in the service of their Country, but whose remains were not re-
covered, or not identified, including those buried or lost at sea.
A small nondenominational chapel forms part of each World
War II cemetery memorial.

Use of each cemetery site has been granted by the host gov-
ernment to the United States, free of rent and taxes.

To commemorate those who met their deaths in World War
II in the American coastal waters of the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, the Commission erected two monuments on American
soil.

There are three “National Cemeteries” outside the conti-
nental United States in which the Dead of World War II were
buried, vis., at Honolulu, Hawaii, San Juan, P.R., and Sitka,
Alaska. These are maintained by the Department of the Army,
Washington, D.C. At the National Cemetery in Honolulu the
American Battle Monuments Commission erected a memorial
similar in objects to those in the cemeteries on foreign soil,
commemorating both World War II and the Korean operations.

The Commission also maintains a cemetery in Mexico City
where are buried the remains of 750 Americans who gave their
lives in the Mexican War.

No further burials may be made in cemeteries under the
Commission’s jurisdiction except those remains which may,
in the future, be found on the battlefields.

CEMETERIES, WORLD WAR I
AISNE-MARNE, Bellean, France OISE-AISNE, Fére-en-Tardenois,

Brookwoop, England France
FLANDERS FIELD, Waregem, ST. MIHIEL, Thiauconrt. France
Belgium
& SoMME, Bony, France
MEUSE-ARGONNE, Romagne,
France SURESNES, France

In addition, the Commission erected and maintains 11 mon-
uments; 8 are on the battlefields; 1 each at Brest and Gibraltar,

important in the operations of the United States Navy; and 1
at Tours, where the Headquarters of the Services of Supply
was located. A bronze tablet was installed at Chaumont and
another at Souilly, to mark respectively the General Headquar-
ters of the A.E.F. and the Headquarters of the American First
Army.

WORLD WAR II

Below are listed the 14 overseas military cemeteries con-
structed by the Commission, each with its memorial in grate-
ful remembrance of the sacrifices and achievements of the
American Armed Services who fought in the respective regions;
the cemetery locations reflect the progress of military operations
in World War II. Also listed are the three memorials on
American soil.

Cemeteries

ARDENNES, Nexville-en-Condroz, MaNILA, Philippines

Belgium NETHERLANDS, Margraten,
BRITTANY, St. James, France Holland

CaMBRIDGE, England NORMANDY, St. Laurent, France

EpPINAL, France
FLORENCE, Italy NORTH AFR!CA, Carthage,
Tunisia

HENRI-CHAPELLE, Belgium i
RHONE, Draguignan, France

LORRAINE, St. Avold, France
LUXEMBOURG SiciLy-RoME, Nettuno, Italy

Memorials
EasT CoasT, New York City WEST CoasT, San Francisco
HoNoruLu, Hawaii

This memorialization constitutes a balanced general com-
memoration of the achievements of all of the Armed Services.
The Commission’s program also includes the erection of a
number of smaller memorials and tablets at places of outstand-
ing significance in the military operations of World War II
and Korea.

The Commission is not responsible for monuments erected
by other sponsors nor is it authorized to maintain them at
Government expense.

INSTRUCTIONS TO VISITORS

The large maps in this folder show the locations of the
trans-Atlantic cemeteries and memorials. Directions for
reaching them, together with other information of interest, are
given beneath the smaller maps. Distances are by road unless
otherwise indicated; road signs are posted in the vicinity of
each cemetery.

Cemeteries are open to the public every day. An American
superintendent is stationed at each cemetery to give informa-
tion, aid in locating graves, and in every way permitted by law
to provide assistance to visitors. At each cemetery there is a
comfortably furnished Visitors' room.

Photography is permitted without special authorization
except when it is to be used for commercial purposes—in such
cases permisssion must be obtained from the Commission’s
Regional Office.

Further information may be obtained at the Commission’s
offices in Washington, Paris, Rome, and Manila. Visitors
passing through these cities en route to the cemeteries are
invited to call. These offices are not open on Saturdays, Sun-
days, or holidays, but essential information may be obtained
overseas through the Embassy telephone operators.

Upon the request of the next-of-kin, the Commission will
furnish gratis photographs as follows:

World War I Cemeteries. A black and white photograph

of the appropriate headstone, or inscription recorded in
the List of the Missing.



World War 11 Cemeteries. A lithographed colored aerial
picture of the cemetery; and a black and white photograph
of the appropriate headstone, or inscription recorded in
the List of the Missing.

Honolulu, East Coast, West Coast Memorials. A litho-
graphed colored picture of the memorial; and a black and
white photograph of the appropriate inscription recorded
in the List of the Missing.

Requests should be sent to the Commission’s Washington
office, and should state the full Name, Service, and Serial Num-
ber of the decedent. Additional details as to his rank and
organization will help in verifying data from the records.

DECORATION OF GRAVES

In the general interest, the decoration of graves with natural
cut flowers only is permitted. The Commission is happy to
assist interested persons to arrange with local florists in foreign
countries for placing such decorations. Requests should be
mailed so as to arrive at the appropriate Commission office at
least 15 days before the date of decoration and should be
accompanied by check or U.S. Postal Money Order in dollars.
Deposits may be made for a single decoration on a particular
day—birthday, Memorial Day, Christmas Day, for example—
or for several decorations on particular dates within the year
or over a period of years. Checks and money orders should
be made payable to “ABMC Flower Fund.” Requests con-
cerning Florence, Sicily-Rome (Nettuno), or North Africa
(Carthage) cemeteries should be addressed to the Commis-
sion’s Rome office. All other cemetery business in Europe is
handled through the Paris office. The Commission’s Philip-
pine office takes care of such requests for the Manila cemetery.

Orders for flowers for all cemeteries may also be placed
through any local florist who is a member of the “Florists Tele-
graph Delivery Association.” In addition to the name of the
deceased, the rank, service number, name of the cemetery, near-
est city, and country in which located, should be provided.

MEXICO CITY NATIONAL CEMETERY is at 31 Calzada
Melchor Ocampo about 2 miles west of the cathedral and about
1 mile north of the U.S. Embassy. The cemetery was estab-
lished in 1851 and contains a small monument over the grave
of 750 of our unidentified Dead of the War of 1847. There
are 734 other graves in this 2-acre area in which there are
buried 813 American veterans and others. The cemetery is
closed to further interments.

WORLD WAR 1
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BROOKWOOD: CEMETERY is located southwest of the
town of Brookwood, Surrey, England, 6 miles north of Guild-
ford, and 9 miles northeast of Aldershot. It may be reached
by automobile from London, a distance of 28 miles, or by train
from Waterloo station in less than an hour. The American
cemetery is about 300 yards from the Brookwood railroad
station. There are hotels and restaurants at Woking, Guild-
ford, Aldershot, and other nearby towns.

This small cemetery of 41/, acres lies within the large civilian
cemetery of the London Necropolis Co. and contains the graves
of 468 of our military Dead. Close by are military cemeteries
and monuments of the British Commonwealth and other Allied
nations. Automobiles may drive through the necropolis to the
American cemetery.

Within the American cemetery the headstones are arranged
in four plots, grouped about the flagpole. The regular rows
of white marble headstones on the smooth lawn are framed by
masses of shrubs and evergreen trees which form a perfect set-
ting for the chapel, a classic white stone building on the north-
west side of the cemetery. The interior of the chapel is of
tan-hued stone. Small stained glass windows light the altar
and flags, and the carved cross above them. On the walls
within the chapel are inscribed the names of 563 of the Missing
who gave their lives in the service of their Country and whose
grave is the sea.
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FLANDERS FIELD CEMETERY is on the southeast edge of
the town of Waregem, Belgium, 3 miles east of the highway
leading from Courtrai (Kortrijk) to Ghent (Gand). The
cemetery, which is 170 miles north of Paris, can be reached
by automobile via Lille. An exit near the cemetery is planned
on the proposed (1967) Lille-Ghent autoroute. It is 46 miles
west of Brussels; the road from that city to the cemetery passes
through Audenarde. Waregem can be reached by train from
Paris in about 5 hours, and from Brussels in 1 hour. There
are hotels at Waregem, Audenarde, Lille, Courtrai, and Ghent.

The cemetery occupies a G-acre site. Masses of graceful
trees and shrubbery enframe the burial area and screen it from
the passing traffic. At the ends of the paths leading to three
of the corners of the cemetery there are circular retreats, with
benches and urns. At this peaceful site rest 368 of our mili-
tary Dead most of whom gave their lives in liberating the soil
of Belgium in World War I. Their headstones are aligned
in four symmetrical areas around the white stone chapel which
stands in the center of the cemetery.

The altar inside the chapel is of black and white “Grand
Antique” marble having draped flags on each side; above it
is a crusader’s sword outlined in gold. On the sidewalls are
inscribed the names of 43 of the Missing who gave their lives
in the service of their Country, but whose remains were never
recovered or identified.

AUDENARDE MONUMENT is located in the town of

Audenarde, Belgium, 17 miles south of Ghent, 38 miles west
of Brussels and 178 miles north of Paris.

The monument, of golden-yellow limestone bearing the
shield of the United States flanked by two stone eagles, stands
at the end of a small park which provides its setting and which
is maintained by the Commission. It commemorates the serv-
ices and sacrifices of the 40,000 American troops who, in
October and November 1918, fought in this vicinity as units
attached to the Group of Armies commanded by the King of
the Belgians. Many of them are buried in Flanders Field
Cemetery at Waregem, 8 miles to the west.

KEMMEL MONUMENT is 4 miles south of Ypres (Ieper),
Belgium, near the hamlet of Vierstraat, on the Mont Kemmel
road, ovetlooking a wide stretch of the long and bitterly con-
tested Ypres battlefield. Ypres is 30 miles south of Ostend,
74 miles west of Brussels, and 157 miles north of Paris; it can
be reached easily by train.

This small monument on a low platform consists of a rec-
tangular white stone block, in front of which is carved a soldier’s
helmet resting upon a wreath. It commemorates the services
and sacrifices of those American troops who, in the late sum-
mer of 1918, fought in this area as units attached to the British
Army; some of their Dead rest in Flanders Field American
Cemetery at Waregem, 34 miles to the east.




SOMME CEMETERY is situated southwest of the village of
Bony, (Aisne), France, which is 3/ mile west of highway
N-44 bis from St. Quentin to Cambrai and Lille. The road
leading to Bony leaves this highway 10 miles north of St. Quen-
tin and a short distance north of the American monument near
Bellicourt. The cemetery, 98 miles northeast of Paris, can also
be reached by automobile via the Paris-Lille autoroute to (1967)
Péronne, thence via Roisel and Hargicourt. Hotel accommo-
dations are available at Péronne, St. Quentin, and Cambrai
which may be reached by train from Paris (Gare du Nord).

This 14-acre cemetery, sited on a gentle slope typical of the
open, rolling Picardy countryside, contains the graves of 1,837
of our military Dead. Most of these lost their lives while
serving in American units attached to British Armies, or in the
operations near Cantigny. The headstones set in regular rows
are divided into four plots by paths which intersect at the flag-
pole near the top of the slope. The longer axis leads to the
chapel at the eastern end of the cemetery.

Sculptured on the outer walls of the chapel are pieces of
military equipment. A massive bronze door surmounted by
an American eagle forms its entrance. A cross-shaped window
of crystal glass, above the marble altar, shines with luminous
radiance in the subdued interior. On the walls are inscribed
the names of 333 of the Missing, whose remains were not
recovered or identified.

BELLICOURT MONUMENT is 9 miles north of St. Quentin,
Aisne, France, on the highway to Cambrai and 1 mile north
of the village of Bellicourt; it is 97 miles northeast of Paris.
Erected above a canal tunnel built by Napoleon I, this monu-
ment commemorates the achievements and sacrifices of the
90,000 American troops who served in battle with the British
Armies in France during 1917 and 1918.

‘The tunnel was one of the main defense features of the
Hindenburg Line which was broken by American troops in a
brilliant offensive in September 1918. Engraved on the rear
facade of the memorial is a map illustrating the American
operations; on the terrace is an orientation table.

CANTIGNY MONUMENT is in the village of Cantigny,
Somme, France, 4 miles northwest of Montdidier on route
D-26 from Montdidier to Ailly-sur-Noye. From Paris, it is
66 miles north via Chantilly or Senlis.

This battlefield monument, commemorating the first offen-
sive operation, in May 1918, by a large American unit in World
War I, stands in the center of the village which was captured
in that attack and which was completely destroyed by artillery
fire. It consists of a white stone shaft, on a platform, sur-
rounded by an attractive park developed and maintained by
the Commission. The quiet surroundings now give no hint
of the bitter hand-to-hand fighting which took place near the
site of the monument.
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AISNE-MARNE CEMETERY lies south of the village of
Bellean, Aisne, France, 61/, miles northwest of Chateau-Thier-
try. It may be reached by automobile from Paris over N-3,
turning left opposite the entrance pylons of the Chiteau-
Thierry Monument which are about 2 miles west of the town
of Chiteau-Thierry; the total distance is 58 miles. There is
rail service from Paris (Gare de I'Est) to Chiteau-Thierry;
the journey takes about 1 hour.

This 421/-acre cemetery, arranged in a sweeping curve at
the foot of the hill upon which stands Belleau Wood, contains
the graves of 2,288 of our military Dead. Most of these were
from units which fought in this vicinity and in the Marne
valley in the summer of 1918. From the hillside rises the
memorial chapel, decorated with many interesting sculptured
and stained-glass details of wartime personnel, equipment, and
insignia. On the interior walls are the names of 1,060 of the
Missing whose remains were never recovered or identified.
The observation platform reached from the chapel interior
affords excellent views over the battlefield. The chapel was
slightly damaged during World War II but was afterwards
repaired, save for a few scars retained intentionally.

Belleau Wood adjoins the cemetery ; many vestiges of World
War I still exist. At the flagpole is a monument commemorat-

ing the valor of the U.S. Marines who captured much of this
ground in 1918.

CHATEAU-THIERRY MONUMENT, on a hill 2 miles west
of Chateau-Thierry, commands a wide view of the valley of

the Marne. It is 54 miles east of Paris, 415 miles southeast
of Aisne-Marne (Bellean) Cemetery and 17 miles southwest
of the Oise-Aisne (Fére) Cemetery where rest many of the
American soldiers and marines who fought in this region in
the summer of 1918. Two stone pylons mark the entrance
from the Paris-Chateau-Thierry highway (N-3).

The monument consists of an impressive double colonnade
rising above a long terrace; on its west facade are heroic sculp-
tured figures representing the United States and France. On
the east facade is a map of American military operations in
this region and also an orientation table.

TOURS MONUMENT is located in the city of Tours, France,
146 miles southwest of Paris.

The monument commemorates the efforts of the 650,000
men who served during World War I in the Services of Sup-
ply of the American Expeditionary Forces and whose work
behind the battle lines made possible the brilliant achievements
of the American armies in the field. It is situated just east of
the southern end of the Pont Wilson which crosses the Loire
in prolongation of the main street (Rue Nationale) of Tours,
and consists of a handsome fountain of white stone and bronze
with appropriate sculpture. The surrounding area was de-
veloped by the Commission into a small park.

















































