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Welcome to the Badlands

Fossils, endangered species, Native American history, homesteading,
prairie ecosystem: What do all these things have in common? They are
all a part of Badlands National Park, the largest national park in the
Midwest Region of the National Park Service. As superintendent, [ am
constantly amazed at the diversity of issues that confront my staff on a
daily basis. For you, a visitor who will be exposed to the park for only a
few hours or a few days, it must seem a daunting place. Take advantage
of our staff of rangers and interns during your stay to better understand
the complexities of our park. It’s been said that a major difference
between a prairie and a forest is that you have to get down on your knees
to explore a prairie. This is a more subtle environment than some of our
more western units, like Grand Teton and Grand Canyon. However, it is
no less diverse and no less important. Please take the time to introduce
yourself to the Badlands during your stay. It could become a lasting
relationship.

William R. Supernaugh
Superintendent
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Take Your Place In Badlands History

Badlands Natural History Association, or BNHA, was established in 1959 to
promote education efforts about Badlands National Park and its resources.
Since then, BNHA has contributed nearly $1 million to the park. Some of its
more notable gifts have included annual printing of this publication, The
Prairie Preamble, support for the Badlands In Your Classroom Program,
funding for the intern program including the John C. Clark Paleo-Education
Internship and Enos Mills Nature Education Internship, and purchase of over
5.000 library books.

Sales of BNHA items in the park visitor centers result in donations to the
Badlands National Park outreach efforts. Future funds and membership
donations will be used to develop and install new exhibits in the Ben Reifel
Visitor Center. BNHA is a nonprofit organization that has an active member-
ship program. To become a member of BNHA, get a flyer from any park
visitor center or call Executive Director Midge Johnston at (605) 433 - 5489.
A membership will result in a 15% discount on all sales of BNHA materials

and will also be accepted at most other National Park Service area bookstores.

You will also receive a quarterly newsletter, advance invitations to workshops
and special events, and a special gift for joining. Join BNHA today!

You Are in a Special Place

Of course, the staff of every park and forest thinks their area is special.
Badlands National Park was first established as a national monument in 1939
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The area was known to contain the
richest Oligocene mammal fossil beds in the world and possessed a dramatic,
“bizarrely” sculpted geologic landscape. As time passed and human use
changed, we as a nation realized that the native American prairie, which
once covered over 60% of the country, was rapidly disappearing. Badlands
18 55% mixed grass prairie, the largest protected prairie in the National Park
system. Although always present, an interest in the area’s diverse human
history has resulted in a growth in understanding about our 10,000 year
human record. This record includes pre-Lakota and Oglala Lakota, trappers,
soldiers, early fossil hunters, and homesteaders.

Today, Badlands National Park consists of nearly 244,000 acres that blend
people and place. Over one million visitors come here each year to hike,
study nature, watch wildlife, or just enjoy the quiet. In 1997, Congress
initiated a new program called the Fee Demonstration Program. Through
this program, for the first time, fees collected in national parks are kept at
the collecting parks for use in improving facilities and increasing public
education about park resources. When you paid your entrance fee to Bad-
lands National Park, you contributed to our future. We will be using fee
money this year to provide paleontological research and education at the Big
Pig Dig, install restrooms at the Fossil Exhibit Trail and Door Trails, and
improve trails and campgrounds. Fee money will also be used to start
planning for a redesigned Ben Reifel Visitor Center with a formal audito-
rium, new exhibits, and enlarged visitor education facilities. Thank you for
visiting. Please come again and again. Because this is a special place - a
national park - it will always be here waiting for your return.
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What You Must Know for Safety
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Though just a short distance from Interstate 90, Badlands National Park is a rugged and special place. Please join with the Na-
tional Park Service to protect this wild place by being a responsible visitor. Knowledge of natural hazards will protect you and
your family from injury or loss. It will also contribute to protection of park resources. It is your responsibility to be familiar with
and abide by the rules and regulations of the park. If you have any questions, contact a ranger or other member of the park staff.
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Safety and Regulations

Accidents and Injuries

Report all accidents and injuries to a park ranger. Badlands is quite isolated
and relatively under utilized. Consider your safety needs and skills before you
undertake a potentially dangerous activity.

Climbing

Although inviting in appearance, the Badlands formations are extremely
unstable and unsuitable for any type of rock climbing. Do not attempt to
perform technical climbing activities in the park.

Water

Water found naturally in the Badlands is full of silt and undrinkable. It will
quickly clog even the best filter. Water can be obtained from the Ben Reifel
Visitor Center, the Cedar Pass Campground, the Pinnacles Ranger Station,
and White River Visitor Center. There is no other potable water available in
the park. Always carry water with you. You should carry a minimum of one
gallon of water per person per day in the Badlands.

‘Weather

Badlands weather is unpredictable, at best. Heavy rain, hail and extremely
high winds occur throughout the summer. Lightning strikes are common.
During a severe electrical storm, stay away from exposed places, ridges, or
isolated trees.

Summer temperatures often exceed 100 degrees. Sunscreen, a hat, and water
are essential to avoid sunburn, dehydration, and heat stroke. It is also advis-
able to wear long pants.

Wildlife

Viewing wildlife is the most popular visitor activity in national parks. How-
ever, keep the wild in wildlife. Remember that they are not pets. If an animal
reacts at all to your presence, you are too close. Don’t be lured in by “cute” or
“ tame” behavior. All wildlife — deer, prairie dogs, bison, snakes, and even
birds — can cause serious injury.

Most visitors ask about the park’s only poisonous snake, the prairie rattle-
snake. Like all snakes, the prairie rattler cannot control its body temperature
internally. To survive, it must seek out resting places where temperatures are
between 65°F and 85°F. Perches of choice include under ledges, rocks and
shrubbery or in prairie dog burrows. In the evening, they gravitate toward
dark surfaces that retain warmth, such as paved trails, roads, and sidewalks.
Prairie rattlers are the least aggressive of the rattlesnake family and attempt to
avoid humans. Avoid surprising a prairie rattler, wear long pants and closed
toe shoes and do not place your hands out of sight, such as reaching over a
ledge you can't see to pull yourself up.

Bison can run 30 miles per hour and may weigh up to 2000 pounds. Bison
injure more visitors each year than bears, wolves, and coyotes combined.
Never come within 400 meters of a bison.

Unfortunately, almost as popular as viewing wildlife is feeding wildlife.
Feeding park wildlife is illegal. Do not under any circumstances attempt to
feed any park wildlife, including birds. The animals become aggressive with
humans and dependent on us for their subsistence. They lose their natural
instinct to hunt or forage. Many die during the winter months when there are
few visitors. Bread, cookies, and other snack foods are not natural parts of
their diets. Some animals have even been found with styrofoam and plastic in
their stomachs during autopsies. Resist the temptation to feed begging ani-
mals. Give them back their self-respect and do not feed them.

Hiking and Backpacking

Keep in mind that Badlands National Park currently has an open backcountry
policy. This means that we have no permit system in place and very few
established trails. While this offers a wild hiking experience, it also means
that there is no registration process so that your whereabouts are known. You
are truly on your own and are responsible for your own safety.

The park is also full of prairie dog towns, a critical part of the prairie ecosys-
tem. Use care when exploring them to avoid turned ankles or contact with
burrow residents. See Page 3 for Backcountry Regulations.
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Cactus and Other Plants

Statistically, the most dangerous park resident is the prickly pear cactus. It
causes the highest percentage of our first aid responses by piercing shoes,
socks, and gloves. It occurs throughout the park, is quite low to the ground
and integrated in with other plants. Always wear heavy leather boots and long
pants when exploring the prairie. Leather gloves are also helpful.

The park also has poison ivy in vegetated areas, such as Cliff Shelf Trail.
Remember that poison ivy leaves occur in bunches of three. Examples of
poison ivy are found in the herbarium in the Ben Reifel Visitor Center.

Please Remember...

15 All collecting is prohibited. Removing, defacing, or destroying any
plants, animals, minerals, fossils, rocks, or cultural objects is illegal. It
also diminishes the park’s resources and other visitors’ experiences.
Taking the smallest rock or picking flowers is punishable by a fine.

= No open campfires are permitted due to the extreme danger of wild
prairie fire. Camping stoves or charcoal can be used in an appropriate
container, such as a grill, in campgrounds or picnic areas. Backpacking
stoves or similar self-contained stoves are preferred and are the only
cooking devices permitted in the backcountry. Due to the lack of trees, no
gathering of wood is permitted.

= No off road travel is allowed for any wheeled vehicle, including cars,
motorcycles, and bicycles. Travel is limited only to established roads.
Bicycles are not allowed on the trails, prairie, or formations.

5 Bicyclists must wear a helmet and observe the same road travel rules
that govern motorized traffic. Remember that there is no off-road travel
allowed, including trails. A map of suggested distance routes is available
at the information desk of the Ben Reifel Visitor Center.

== Horseback riding is available throughout the park except on marked
trails, roads, or in developed areas. Sage Creek Campground includes a
designated horse area. A brochure on horse use is available from park
staff at the Ben Reifel Visitor Center or Pinnacles Ranger Station.

¥ Pets must be kept on a leash or kept under physical restraint at all
times. Pets may not be left unattended while restrained. Because of the
extreme heat in the park, they should not be left in parked vehicles for
more than ten minutes and should always have windows cracked for
ventilation. Pets are allowed anywhere in the park except in visitor
centers and the Badlands Wilderness Area, located in the Sage Creek
drainage.

1= The speed limit in the park is 45 miles per hour unless posted other-
wise. Seat belts are required for all passengers at all times. Drive
cautiously and use pull outs to allow others to pass safely or to view
wildlife. Do not pull off along side the road unless there is sufficient
pavement to allow your vehicle to be completely out of the lane of traffic.
Visitors frequently pull halfway off the road on curves, creating a great
traffic hazard for themselves and other vehicles. Others pull off onto the
prairie or flat Badland areas, damaging park resources and creating fire
hazards through exposing dry grasses to the very hot underside of their
vehicle.

= Travel at or below the speed limit to protect wildlife. Deer frequently
travel in herds of two to ten. If you see one crossing the road, expect more
to be following. The highest statistical cause of unnatural death to park
wildlife is automobiles or recreational vehicles.

¥ Avoid becoming a victim. Lock your vehicle when not in it. Keep all
valuables out of sight. Put your name and address on all property of
value. Report any theft or vandalism to a park ranger immediately.

= Remember to keep your keys with you. Response time if you do lock
your keys in your vehicle may be in excess of ninety minutes.

= Know the ‘“health” of your vehicle. Towing services are in the towns of
Interior or Wall. Response time for towing services is typically one to
three hours.
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Camping
Cedar Pass Campground

Located 400 meters west of the Ben Reifel Visitor Center with 96 sites,
summer camping fees are $10 per night per campsite. The campground is
operated on a first come, first served basis and has a fourteen day limit.
Amenities include cold running water, flush toilets, protected picnic tables,
and trash containers. A dump station is available with a $1.00 fee per use.
Campground hosts or Rangers are on duty every day from May 25 through
September 12 to assist in registration and provide information. Look for them
in the afternoon and early evenings at the campground entrance booth. No
open campfires are permitted.

Group Camping - Cedar Pass Campground

Four campsites are available for organized groups with a designated leader.
The nightly fee is $2.50 per person with a minimum fee of $25.00. Advance
reservations are required and can be made by contacting (605) 433 — 5235 or
by writing Group Camping Reservations; Badlands National Park; P.O. Box
6; Interior, South Dakota 57750.

Sage Creek Primitive Campground

Open year round, access to this campground may be limited in winter and
during the spring rainy season due to road conditions. The Sage Creek Rim
Road is remote and unpaved. It is not recommended for large recreational
vehicles. The campground is currently free and offers pit toilets and picnic
tables. There is a fourteen day stay limit. There is no water available. No
open campfires are permitted.

Other Camping Regulations

Camping is restricted to established campgrounds only. It is not permitted in
pull outs, picnic areas, or outside of designated campsites. Quiet hours in the
campgrounds are from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. and are strictly enforced. This
includes operation of generators or other loud devices.

Backcountry Camping
= No permits are required for overnight stays in the Badlands backcountry.

5 ]t is a good idea to contact a staff member at the Ben Reifel Visitor Center
or Pinnacles Ranger Station before setting out on an overnight trip.
Backcountry registers are located at the Conata Picnic Area and along the
Sage Creek Rim Road.

5 No campfires are allowed.
15" Pets are not permitted in Wilderness Areas.

15 Campsites must be located at least .5 mile (800 meters) from a road or
trail and must not be visible from a roadway.

5" There is little to no water available in the backcountry. What little water
there is, is not drinkable. You must carrying one gallon of water per
person per day.

=" All refuse must be carried out. We request that you carry out all human
waste as well. If it is necessary to bury human waste, dig a small hole 6 to
8 inches deep and a minimum of 100 feet from any watercourse. Waste
water must be also be disposed of more than 100 feet from any water-
course.

Always practice Leave No Trace principles.

Consider what impacts your visit will have. Climbing the buttes causes
mud and rock slides and mars the surfaces of the formations. Litter is
unsightly and illegal. Insure that your visit does not leave any permanent
scars on Badlands National Park.

Cedar Pass Lodge

Full menu dining, air conditioned cabins, a gift shop, restrooms, public
telephone, bagged ice and recycling are available. The Lodge is open from
mid-March through October. For reservations, call (605) 433 — 5460. Reser-
vations can also be requested, along with rates, by writing Cedar Pass Lodge;
P.O. Box 5; Interior, South Dakota 57750.

Picnic Areas

Picnic tables are located around the Ben Reifel Visitor Center, as well as near
the Cedar Pass Campground. Picnic areas are also established at the Journey
Overlook and on the Conata Road; however, there is no water available.
Remember that open campfires are not permitted anywhere in the park,
including picnic areas.

Visitor Facilities

Ben Reifel Visitor Center

Located at park headquarters at Cedar Pass, the Ben Reifel Visitor Center
offers a staffed information desk, park orientation movie, exhibits, park
offices, restrooms, water, and a public telephone. Badlands Natural History
Association operates its largest outlet which carries postcards, books, videos,
posters, and other educational materials on the park and its resources. Open

year round.

Hours of Operation
April 12 to June 5 8a.m. to5 p.m.
June 6 to August 29 7 am. to 8 p.m.
August 30 to September 12 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
September 13 to October 17 8a.m.to5 p.m.

October 18 until further notice

White River Visitor Center

Located on the Pine Ridge Reservation on Highway 27, White River Visitor
Center offers a staffed information desk, park orientation movie, exhibits,
restrooms, and water. Badlands Natural History Association operates a small
outlet which includes postcards, videos, and books.

Hours of Operation
May 30 to August 25

9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Accessibility

5 The Ben Reifel Visitor Center and White River Visitor Center are both
accessible to wheelchair users. The Touch Room of the Ben Reifel Center
is a tactile experience for all who enjoy handling objects, such as rocks,
fossils, and skins, and is appropriate for the visually impaired.

9 am. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Thursday
Friday through Sunday

1 The Fossil Exhibit Trail and the Window Trail are both accessible to
wheelchair users.

15 The Cedar Pass Campground has three accessible campsites. All camp-
ground restrooms are accessible. One group campsite is accessible.

t* The Cedar Pass Lodge dining room and gift shop, as well as some lodging
facilities, meet accessibility standards.

5" Buried Fossils, Living Prairie, the park’s orientation film, is open cap-
tioned. Several summer ranger programs, such as the Fossil Talk, are
accessible to wheelchair users. Others include adaptations for visual or
hearing impaired visitors.

¥5 A complete listing of accessible facilities is available from the informa-
tion desk of the Ben Reifel Visitor Center.

f Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

You can recycle your glass, plastics, metal cans, and
cardboard in collection bins located adjacent to
Cedar Pass Lodge. In 1997, Badlands National Park
recycled 56 cubic yards of cardboard, 9000 pounds
of glass, 1800 pounds of plastic, and 4200 pounds of
metal cans.

We have been working to creatively reuse items in the park. You may see
some adaptations, particularly in the Ben Reifel Visitor Center. In our
offices, we have greatly increased our use of electronic technology to
reduce the use of paper. We have also worked to make our buildings
more energy efficient to reduce our consumption of fuels and electricity.

-
And about those park brochures . . . . Obtaining a park brochure and
taking one of each free handout is a common practice. However, they. are
extremely expensive to produce. Each national park only receives a
limited number of full color brochures. If we seem a bit stingy with them,
consider why you want one and what you will do with it after you leave
the park. If you are a scrapbook keeper, it’s fine to have one good copy
for this purpose. But do you really need one for every person in the car or
on the bus? The brochure is intended to provide a map for drivers and
very basic, timeless information on park resources. If it will fall to the
floor of your vehicle or never see the light of day again, leave it for
someone else. You can return brochures at the visitor centers or entrance
stations for reuse by other visitors. A bookmark will be given to each
visitor who returns a brochure to a park visitor center or entrance station.j
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