


�Wildlife should never be approached within 100 yards. Badlands’ wildlife
is truly wild and unused to human sounds and actions, rendering them
unpredictable. If an animal reacts to your presence, you are too close. Back
off. If you surprise a bison, it is best to stand your ground if there is no
escape route, such as up a tree or sod table. Bison can scramble into
seemingly unlikely places and can run at a speed of over 30 miles per hour.
�Badlands is home to one venomous snake – the prairie rattler. Prairie
rattlers are considered the least aggressive of all rattlesnakes. To avoid
surprising a rattler, always keep an awareness of where you are placing
your hands and feet. Wear ankle high boots and heavy socks.

The Ways of Wilderness By law, federally designated wilderness such as the Badlands Wilderness
Area is a roadless place where wheeled vehicles are not allowed. Its primi-
tive qualities provide people with rustic backpacking, wildlife watching,
horseback riding, and true solitude. Requiring cross country travel without
the presence of established trails, the Badlands Wilderness Area forces its
explorers to be self-reliant and prepared. Always carry a topographic map,
a compass, and plenty of water. Due to the extremely high concentration of
sediments and dissolved minerals in Badlands water, hikers must carry all
their drinking water with them. A gallon per person per day is suggested.

Badlands National Park does not have a backcountry permit system
in place so park staff will not search for hikers unless notified by other
hikers or by friends or family. Before setting out, make sure that a friend or
family member knows where you are and when you plan on returning.
Establish a date and time to call home to confirm your safe return.

The Developed
Areas

The Sage Creek Rim Road wanders west from the Badlands Loop Road
near the Pinnacles Overlook in the northwest corner of the park. This
gravel road skirts the northern edge of the Wilderness Area, offering
spectacular views and wildlife viewing, particularly at Roberts Prairie Dog
Town. The Sage Creek Campground, a primitive campground with pit toilets
and no water, is a gateway to the Badlands Wilderness Area. The camp-
ground does not have designated campsites. Instead, campers should set
up camp a reasonable distance from other campers and leave their ve-
hicles on gravel surfaces only. Do not drive vehicles off onto the prairie.
Horse users share the campground with backpackers and other recre-
ational users. A hitching area is maintained for this purpose. No campfires
are permitted in the campground. Quiet hours are from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.

Conata Picnic Area is one-half mile from the Badlands Loop Road
on the gravel Conata Road. The picnic area has covered picnic tables and
vault toilets. There is no camping permitted at the Conata Picnic Area.

Leave No Trace Badlands National Park is a national treasure, set aside for all visitors –
now and in the future. To insure that the qualities that brought you here
today are unimpaired for those who come next year and next century,
Badlands requires that all park users practice principles of Leave No Trace.
To this end:

�Plan ahead. Be prepared for extreme weather hazards and emergen-
cies.

�Travel and camp on durable surfaces. When possible, choose the
established wildlife trails over “breaking new ground.” The formations seem
timeless; however, they change daily. Your weight on a formation will cause
increased erosion. Your path through the prairie does trample seeds. Place
your tent on an already denuded area, rather than impacting a new sur-
face.

�Dispose of all waste properly. You packed it in; you can pack it out.
Human waste should not come into contact with any water source.

�Leave what you find. Preserve the past. Examine but do not remove
cultural objects or fossils. Do not pick plants.

�Be considerate of others. Camp at least 400 yards from other campers
in the Wilderness Area.

A Landscape of Hope A prairie wilderness. This seems strange to those who equate wilderness
with vast, dark forests or expanses of glaciated mountains. However, it was
the prairie that so daunted those who set out to settle the American West.
As we attempt to assemble the great biodiversity puzzle, prairie is the heart
of the piece. In establishing the Wilderness Act, we as a nation set a
standard for wilderness preservation. In establishing a prairie wilderness
here in Badlands National Park, we have given credence to the many faces
wildness wears. It is now up to us to accept the challenge of wilderness: to
come to the edge of forever and feel complete.


