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PREFACE 

This report has been undertaken to provide a documented narrative 
of the Colbert Raid, its background, and sufficient collateral in­
formation to enable an artist to prepare an interpretive painting 
of this Anglo-Spanish engagement in the trans-Mississippi West. 
In view of Condition 2 of the donation agreement with the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, it was mandatory to determine the 
approximate site of Fort Carlos III and the location of the April 
17, 1783, engagement. 

The report, in accordance with suggestions made by management, 
consists of three parts—Section I, recommendations; Section II, a 
documented narrative; and Section III, data useful to the painter. 

A number of persons have assisted with the preparation of this 
report. Particular thanks are due Superintendent D, L. Huggins 
and Ranger Gregorio S. A. Carrera of Arkansas Post National Memorial 
for their assistance, interest, and encouragement. My colleagues and 
friends Jack Walker of the Southeast Archeological Center, Ricardo 
Torres-Reyes of the North Atlantic Regional Office, and Dr. Harry 
Pfanz and Barry Mackintosh of Park Historic Preservation read the 
manuscript in draft, and shared with me their knowledge. Dr. William 
Sturtevant of the Smithsonian Institution and Mrs. Carol Irwin 
Mason of Appleton, Wisconsin, discussed with me the likely garb of 
Colbert and his partisans. My friend Historical Architect John Garner 
of the Southeast Region prepared the sections on the Fort Carlos III 
stockade. 

To my friends in Arkansas County, I, as always, owe a debt of 
gratitude for assistance. Those who were especially helpful were: 
Bill Norsworthy, Johnny Gunnell, and Bruce Kendall at the Arkansas 
County Courthouse in DeWitt; Mrs. Norman Core of Almyra; Garner 
Allen of the Stuttgart News-Leader; and Mrs. Thelma Mattmiller of the 
Arkansas County Museum. Dr. John Ferguson and the staff of the 
Arkansas History Commission went out of their way to be helpful, 
as did Mrs. Margaret Ross of the Arkansas Gazette. 

Mike Rumbaitis of the Denver Service Center's Southwest Team 
had the difficult task of coordinating and integrating this project 
in the comprehensive development program at Arkansas Post, while 
Barbara Hudson had the most difficult task of all—turning my scrawl 
into a typed manuscript. 

i n 



i v 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PREFACE iii 

LIST OF PLATES ix 

I. INTERPRETING THE COLBERT RAID 1 

A. Background 1 
B. Recommendations 2 

II. ARKANSAS POST AND THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 5 

A. War Comes to the Lower Mississippi Val Ley . 5 
1. The Post in the Mid-1760s 5 
2. France and Spain Enter the War 6 
3. The Relocation of Arkansas Post . 7 
A. Spain Seizes a Number of British Settlements . . . . 9 

B. The Spanish Defeat the Natchez Rebellion 11 
1. The Natchez Rebels Capture Fort Panmure 11 
2. The Spanish Strike Back 13 
3. The Spanish Move Against the Leaders 

of the Revolt 15 
C. Captain Colbert Intervenes 18 

1. Enter Capt. James Logan Colbert 18 
2. Arkansas Post Braces for an Attack 21 

a. Hard Times on the Arkansas 21 
b. The Spanish Erect a Stockade 21 
c. De Villiers Reinforces His Garrison 22 
d. Fifth Column Activities at Arkansas Post . . . 23 

3. Captain Colbert Strikes 2A 
a. The Spring of 1782 Brings Heavy Traffic 

on the Mississippi 24 
b. The Attack on Pourré's Bateau 25 
c. Captain Colbert and His Men Capture 

Labadie's Bateau 26 
d. An Alarm Rouses the British 30 
e. The Captors Divide the Loot 31 
f. The British Talk Too Much 32 
g. Labadie Describes Captain Colbert 3A 
h. Labadie Keeps His Eyes Open 34 
i. Other Successes Scored by the 

Rebel Blockade 35 
j. Colbert Releases Some of the Prisoners . . . . 36 
R. Labadie Travels to St. Louis by way of 

Arkansas Post 37 

v 



4. The Spanish Counterattack 39 
a. Acting-Governor Miró Outlines 

a Course of Action 39 
b. Miró Negotiates with Colbert 40 
c. Colonel Cruzat Intimidates 

the Chickasaws 42 
d. Lieutenant de Villars Sends a Patrol 

to Chickasaw Bluffs 44 
e. Governor Gálvez Releases the Natchez Rebels . . 45 

D. Captain Colbert Raids Arkansas Post 46 
1. Colbert's Band Renews its Attacks on Shipping . . . 46 
2. Captain Dubreuil Takes Command 47 
3. Arkansas Post Prepares for an Attack 48 

a. Colonel Miró Seeks to Calm 
Dubrenil's Fears 48 

b. Chief Angaska Returns from Patrol 49 
c. The Situation Gets Worse 49 
d. Chief Angaska Leaves on Another Patrol . . . . 50 

4. The April 17, 1783, Raid 51 
a. Colbert's Flotilla Moves Against 

Arkansas Post 51 
b. The Raiders Surprise and Sweep the 

Habitant Coast 52 
c. The Partisans Invest the Fort 53 
d. A Sortie Routs the Partisans 54 
e. The Recoil from Arkansas Post 55 
f. Acting-Governor Miró Corresponds with 

Colbert 57 
g. Colbert's Flotilla Suffers a Defeat 57 
h. Death Interrupts the Colbert-Miró 

Correspondence 58 

III. PHYSICAL SETTING 61 

A. Natural Features 61 
1. Arkansas River 61 
2. Configuration of Terrain 61 
3. Soil 62 
4. Trees and Forest 62 
5. General Character of Ground and Cover 

in Relation to Season of Year 62 
6. Weather and Time of Day 63 

B. Man-made Features 63 
1. Relative Positions of Principal Features 63 

a. Habitant Coast 63 
b. The Village 64 

vi 



c. Fort Carlos III 64 
d. Village Architecture 66 
e. Fort Carlos III 68 

(1) The Stockade 68 
(2) Bastions 69 
(3) Embrasures 70 
(4) Storehouses, Barracks, and 

Officers' Quarters 70 
(5) Powder Magazine 72 
(6) Cannons, Swivel Guns, and 

Ordnance Stores 72 
C. Human Figures 73 

1. Spanish Forces 73 
a. Numbers and Composition 73 
b. Uniforms Worn by the Soldiers 74 

(1) Coat, Vest, and Breeches 74 
(2) Hat 74 
(3) Leggings and Shoes 74 
(4) Stock and Shirt 74 

c. Arms and Accoutrements 74 
(1) Muskets and Bayonets 74 
(2) Cross-Belting and Cartridge Boxes 75 

d. Captain Dubreu.il's Uniform and Accoutrements . 75 
e. Illustrations 76 
f. Physical Appearance of Captain Dubreuil 

and Sergeant Pastor 76 
2. The Quapaw 76 
3. Colbert's Partisans 77 

a. Numbers and Composition 77 
b. Dress Worn and Arms Carried by the Chickasaws 

and Mixed-Bloods 77 
(1) Breechclouts 77 
(2) Shirts or Blankets 77 
(3) Leggings 78 
(4) Moccasins 79 
(5) Bags and Purses 79 
(6) Manner of Dressing Hair 80 
(7) Ear Ornaments 80 
(8) Waist Bands 80 
(9) Leg Ornaments 80 

(10) Use of Grease 80 
(11) Body Paint 81 
(12) Speck's Summary of a Yuchi Costume 81 
(13) Contemporary Illustrations 82 
(14) Arms and Accoutrements 82 

vii 

http://Dubreu.il


c. Garb Worn by the Whites and Blacks 82 
d. Arms and Accoutrements Carried by the 

Whites and Blacks 83 
e. Physical Description of Captain Colbert . . . . 83 
f. Illustrations . 83 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 85 

viii 



LIST OF PLATES 

Plate 

I. Section and elevation of the Fort Carlos III 
stockade 92 

II. Uniforms of the Spanish Louisiana Regiment, 
1779-81 94 

IX 



X 



I. INTERPRETING THE COLBERT RAID 

A. Background 

In 1970 members of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
contacted Management Assistant Frank Hastings about ways to 
commemorate the engagement at Arkansas Post between British 
partisans led by Capt. James L. Colbert and the Spanish garrison. 
They hoped to do something meaningful at Arkansas Post as part of 
the American Revolution Bicentennial. Management Assistant Hastings 
was agreeable, and in September he advised the Master Plan Team, 
headed by James Killian, of his conversations with the DAR. 

The ladies informed the Master Plan Team that they would like 
the National Park Service to suggest to them various ways of 
interpreting the Colbert raid on site, and the cost of the resulting 
exhibit and audio visual facilities. The DAR would then determine 
which of the designs they liked best, and would conduct a state­
wide drive to raise necessary funds to implement the project. 

Apprised of what the DAR wished to do at Arkansas Post, Mark 
Sagan and Dr. Allan Kent of the Harpers Ferry Center outlined three 
alternatives for exhibits commemorating the Colbert Raid. These 
alternatives were considered by the Arkansas Society, Daughters of 
the American Revolution, and one adopted. Money was raised by 
the Daughters throughout the state to fund the Arkansas Post 
Bicentennial Project, which was headed by Mrs. J. S. Pollard of 
Stuttgart. 

Frank Hastings had been reassigned, and D. L. Huggins became 
superintendent of Arkansas Post National Memorial. Like Frank 
Hastings, Huggins maintained close liaison with the DAR as plans 
developed. 

By the last week of February 1974, the DAR had raised 
$15,000. At a Bicentennial ceremony held at Arkansas Post 
on February 28, the ladies presented the check to Regional 
Director Joseph C. Rumburg, Jr., of the Southwest Region, 
National Park Service. The money was to be "used solely for the 
purpose of planning and constructing a stockade-type exhibit to be 
located at the approximate site of the American Revolution battle 
of Arkansas Post in 1783, such battle sometimes referred to as the 
'Colbert Incident.'" 

The exhibit was "to be an enclosed structure providing a 20 
person (standing) capacity and is to be built from rough-hewn 
lumber, with a painting depicting the battle and an audio describing 
it to be located in the structure." 
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The donation was subject to certain conditions: 

"1. This organization [the DAR] to be furnished a review of the 
progress of the planning in two stages (1) after the completion of the 
historical research on the project and (2) after the completion 
of the conceptual plans for the model. Final approval of the plans 
to rest with the Southwest Regional Director, National Park Service. 
Should this Society wish not to accept either the research or the 
conceptual plans for the project, it will not be obligated to fund 
the project and the unused portion of the donation will be refunded. 

2. Should future research reveal a more accurate site of the 
Revolutionary battle, the National Park Service may relocate the 
exhibit to such site, if within the confines of the Arkansas Post 
National Memorial grounds, if without the confines of the National 
Memorial grounds, then the donor reserves the right to reconsider 
the making of the donation. 

3. There will be no obligation on the part of the Society for 
upkeep and maintenance of the project. 

4. The Superintendent of the Arkansas Post National Memorial 
is to consult with and obtain agreement of the Society before any 
dedication or publicity related to this project is undertaken. 
Any expenditures related to such dedication and publicity will not 
be a part of the donated money. 

5. In accordance with its standards, the National Park Service 
is to affix a metal placque on the structure acknowledging the donation 
of the Arkansas Society, Daughters of the American Revolution. 

6. A report showing the status of the donated funds to be 
furnished the Society every six months, and any balance remaining 
after completion of the project is to be returned to the donor. 

7. Completion date for this project will be no later than 
December 31, 1975."1 

B. Recommendations 

Historical research has been completed, and on reviewing the 
documented narrative several salient points emerge: (a) Colbert's 
Raid on Arkansas Post brought down the curtain on one phase (the 
Spanish-British) in the long struggle for control of the lower 

1. Mesdames J. S. Pollard, S. E. Carroll, and B. Brazil to 
J. Rumburg, Jr., undated, files Arkansas Post NM. 
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Mississippi Valley; (b) the most significant moment in the April 
17 engagement was Sergeant Pastor's sortie; and (c) the site of 
Fort Carlos III, as well as most of the battleground, is now 
covered by the waters of Horseshoe Lake. 

Although the site of the fort and engagement are within the 
National Memorial, they are inundated. We therefore suggest that 
the painting and audio-visual equipment describing the Colbert Raid 
be incorporated into the exhibit design for the Arkansas Post Visitor 
Center now under contract to CPS of Little Rock. This would be in 
accordance with Condition 2 enumerated in the letter accompanying the 
check for $15,000 presented to Regional Director Rumburg on February 
28. 

The event to be depicted in the interpretive painting will be 
Sergeant Pastor's sortie, which routed the partisans and sent them 
fleeing back to their boats. 
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II. ARKANSAS POST AND THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

A. War Comes to the Lower Mississippi Valley 

1. The Post in the Mid-1760s 

The shots fired on Lexington Green on April 19, 1775, were 
heard around the world. They were destined to effect the lives and 
fortunes of people living in and around Arkansas Post, who had never 
heard of the little Massachusetts village nor knew of the long­
standing difficulties between King George III and his ministers 
and many of their American colonists. 

In that month the Spanish military post on the Arkansas River, 
designated Fort Carlos II, was sited on the south bank of the river 
3 leagues above its mouth. Captain Philip Pittman of the British 
army, who had visited the area in the mid-1760s, had reported that 
the fort consisted of a stockade 

in a quadrangular form; the sides of the exterior 
polygon are about one hundred and eight feet, and one 
three pounder is mounted in the flanks and faces of 
each bastion. The buildings within the fort are, 
a barrack with three rooms for the soldiers, commanding 
officer's house, a powder magazine, and a magazine 
for provision, and an apartment for the commissary, 
all of which are in a ruinous condition. The fort 
stands about two hundred yards from the water-side, 
and is garrisoned by a captain, a lieutenant, and thirty 
French soldiers, including Serjeants and corporals.^ 

Near the fort were eight houses 

occupied by as many families, who have cleared the 
land about nine hundred yards in depth; but on 
account of the sandiness of the soil, and the low-
ness of the situation, which makes it subject to 

1. Philip Pittman, The Present State of the European Settlements 
on the Mississippi, with a Geographic Description of that River 
Illustrated by Plans and Draughts, with Introduction, Notes, and 
Index by Frank H. Hodder (Cleveland, 1906), pp. 82-83. 
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be overflowed, they do not raise their necessary 
provisions. These people subsist mostly by hunting, 
and every season send to New Orleans great quantities 
of bear's oil, tallow, salted buffaloe meat and a 
few skins.2 

According to Captain Pittman, the Quapaw Indians in the mid-
17603 lived on the riverbank "three leagues above the fort." The 
Quapaws were divided 

into three villages, over each of which presides 
a chief, and a great chief over all; they amount 
in all to about six hundred warriors; they are 
reckoned amongst the bravest of the Southern 
Indians; they hunt little more than for their 
common subsistence, and are generally at war 
with the nations to the westward of them, as far 
as the river Bravo.-' 

2. France and Spain Enter the War 

The war, which began at Lexington and Concord, did not come to 
the Mississippi Valley until 1778. Long before she entered what 
had become a global conflict, Spain had been covertly aiding the 
American patriots in their struggle against Great Britain. Oliver 
Pollock, an Irish-American merchant residing in New Orleans, the 
capital of Spanish Louisiana, was the intermediary in securing 
assistance from Spain. As early as September 1776, the Spanish 
government in Louisiana was sending supplies to the Patriots. 
When Bernardo de Galvez was named governor-general of Louisiana 
in 1777, he accelerated the flow of supplies up the Mississippi to 
the Patriots and strengthened the defenses of his province. With 
an eye to the future, Spain did not grant to the Americans free 
navigation of the Mississippi. 

In 1778 the Patriots organized and sent two military expeditions 
into the Mississippi Valley. One of these, led by Col. George Rogers 
Clark, surprised and captured the British posts in the Illinois 
Country. The other, commanded by Capt. James Willing, had as its 

2. Ibid., p. 83. 

3. Ibid. 

4. Lawrence Kinniard, ed., Spain in the Mississippi Valley, 
1765-1794, 3 parts (Washington, 1946), l:xxiv-xxv. 
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mission conquest of the British settlements in the "old Southwest." 
Casting off from Fort Pitt, Willing in January and February 1778 
descended the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and raided British 
plantations in West Florida, seizing property and capturing shipping. 

Willing in February descended on Concordia, on the east side of 
the Mississippi, near the mouth of the Arkansas. Another force, 
organized by Oliver Pollock, ascended the Mississippi from New 
Orleans to reinforce and cooperate with Willing. Having scored a 
number of successes, Willing carried his plunder to New Orleans, 
where Pollock, acting as agent for the Continental Congress, disposed 
of it. Governor Galvez winked at this violation of neutrality and 
allowed Willing's command to refit in New Orleans.5 

The British meanwhile reinforced their posts in West Florida. 
They were therefore prepared and waiting when Captain Willing resumed 
his raids. Repulsed in an attack on Manchac, Willing and his people 
found themselves isolated in New Orleans. The British demanded that 
Governor Galvez surrender them. Pollock and Galvez, to escape from 
an embarrassing situation, arranged for the Patriots to return to 
Fort Pitt by way of Natchitoches and Arkansas Post, thus avoiding 
another confrontation with the aroused forces of His Majesty. The 
expense of this trip was borne by Pollock.6 

In February 1778 the French government signed an alliance with 
the Continental Congress, and that summer the struggle became 
world-wide as France entered the conflict. Spain, France's longtime 
ally, entered the war in April 1779. The Spanish hoped to take 
advantage of the situation to embarrass their old enemy and to 
expand their colonial empire at King George Ill's expense. 

3. The Relocation of Arkansas Post 

Seventeen hundred and seventy-nine was also an important year 
in the checkered history of Arkansas Post. In that year the fort 
and trading village were relocated from the site on the south bank 
of the Arkansas, 3 leagues above its mouth, to a new location on 
the north side of the river farther upstream. The reason for this 
move was the periodic spring floods which inundated the lower 

5. Ibid., pp. xxvi, 256. 

6. Ibid., pp. xxvi-xxvii; John Caughey, "Willing's Expedition 
Down the Mississippi, 1778," The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 15, no. 1:5-36. 
The men stopped at Arkansas Post on Jan. 8, 1779. Willing, himself, 
sought to return to Philadelphia by ship. The vessel was captured and 
Willing was taken to New York City by the British, where he was held 
prisoner until late 1782, when he was exchanged. 
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Mississippi Valley. The necessity to relocate the fort on higher 
ground had been called to Governor-General Galvez's attention by 
the spring rise in 1777. In that year floodwaters from the 
Mississippi and Arkansas partially inundated Fort Carlos IT. 
Having only recently been named to the position, Governor Gálvez, 
his attention occupied by other problems, took no corrective action. 
The June rise of 1778 caused the post commandant, Capt. Balthazar 
de Villiers, to repeat his complaint "relative to the bad situation 
of the post because of the land on which it is situated and relative 
to the benefit and advantage that would result to the king and to 
his subjects who inhabit it if it should be removed" to a site higher 
up the Arkansas. 

Governor Galvez agreed to refer the subject to the Crown for 
final decision. 

Captain de Villiers, dissatisfied with continued procrastination, 
protested that annually the spring rise flooded the post. Moreover, 
he continued, the fort was "an inconvenient distance" below the 
Quapaw villages. 

Governor Galvez, taking cognizance of increasing traffic on the 
Mississippi, decided to move. Acting under authority allowing provincial 
governors to initiate action in emergencies, Galvez on October 19, 1778, 
ordered de Villiers to relocate the fort on the suggested site.7 

Captain de Villiers accordingly in 1779 abandoned the post 
near the mouth of the Arkansas, reestablishing it on a bend of the 
river about 36 miles upstream. Here it was on high ground at the 
edge of Grand Prairie and out of the flood plain. A short distance 
above the new site of the post was the village of the hunting community 
which had grown up here in the 1750s. Downstream about 10 miles, on 
the right bank, was the Quapaw village of Uzutiuhi, home of trusted 
chief Angaska. Upstream, also on the south side of the river, were 
two other Quapaw villages--Kappa and Toriman. 

In 1779 the Arkansas approached the peninsula on which the 
village stood by a reach farther south than today. A sharp bend to 
the left carried the river around the head of the peninsula and to the 
north. The river, after flowing about one-half mile in the new 
direction, again changed course and veered toward the southeast. 
Fort Carlos III was positioned on the left bank, a little below the bend 
where the river changed its course from north to southeast. About one-half 

7. Stanley Faye, "The Arkansas Post of Louisiana: Spanish 
Dominion," The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 27, no. 3: 658-59. 
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mile below the fort, north of the river, was the habitants' 
settlement. Their fields paralleled the Arkansas to within a 
short distance of the village. Most of the habitants were newcomers 
to the Grand Prairie, as they had abandoned their settlement near 
the mouth of the Arkansas when the garrison moved upstream. Unlike 
the residents of the village, the habitants relied on trading and 
agriculture for their livelihood. 

Some of the newcomers erected homes in the village adjacent to 
the cabins of the hunters.^ 

4. Spain Seizes a Number of British Settlements 

Captain de Villiers and his men were busy relocating the post 
when news that Spain had declared war on Great Britain reached New 
Orleans in August 1779. Governor Galvez, an able soldier and vigorous 
administrator, was ready. Seizing the initiative, he moved against 
the nearby British West Florida posts. On September 7 Galvez, with 
a mixed force of regular troops, white and black militia, and a few 
American volunteers, attacked and stormed Fort Bute. He then advanced 
up the Mississippi to Baton Rouge, which was defended by a force of 
British regulars and militia led by Lt. Col. Alexander Dickinson. 
With a fourth of the garrison on sick call, Dickinson, after a 
brief bombardment, surrendered on September 21. By terms of the 
capitulation, Dickinson was allowed to withdraw with his command to 
Pensacola. 

On the day that Baton Rouge capitulated, Capt. Juan de la 
Villebeuvre reached Natchez with 50 men and accepted the surrender 
of that British post. As first commandant of the Natchez District, 
de la Villebeuvre on October 10, 1780, issued a decree covering 
such "matter as night hunting, Negro slaves, vagabond, and vagrancy."9 

In the winter of 1779-80 Governor Gálvez moved against Mobile. His 
first expedition, sailing from New Orleans in January, was turned back 
by a hurricane. After returning to New Orleans and refitting, Galvez 

8. Ibid., pp. 688-89. 

9. Jack D. L. Holmes, "A Spanish Province 1779-1798," in A 
History of Mississippi, ed, Richard A. McLemore, 2 vols. (Hattiesburg, 
1973), 1:158; J.F.H. Claiborne. Mississippi as a Province. Territory 
and State, with Biographical Notices of Eminent Citizens (Jackson, 
1880), p. 125; Albert W. Haarmann, "The Spanish Conquest of British 
West Florida, 1779-1781," The Florida Historical Quarterly 39, 
no. 2:113. 
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again sailed for Mobile, entering the bay on March 10, 1780. By 
the 14th the Spanish had six batteries in position and opened fire 
on Fort Charlotte. The works were soon breached, and as Galvez was 
forming his storming parties to exploit this situation, the British 
commandant capitulated, surrendering Mobile and the region between 
the Perdido and the Pearl. Galvez's next objective would be 
Pensacola, the principal British stronghold on the Gulf Coast, and 
the seat of government for West Florida. Galvez, realizing that 
Pensacola would be defended with greater vigor than Mobile or the 
Mississippi River settlements, proceeded to La Habana. Cuba, to 
secure reinforcements and to organize a siege train. *-0 

The Arkansas Post garrison was delighted to learn of the cap­
ture by Governor Galvez of Fort Bute, Baton Rouge, and Natchez. 
Commandant de Villiers was uncertain whether the articles of capitula­
tion agreed to by Colonel Dickinson at Baton Rouge transferred to 
Spanish authority the east bank of the Mississippi between the Natchez 
District and the mouth of the Ohio. To give substance to a Spanish 
claim to the east bank of the Mississippi opposite his district, 
Captain de Villiers organized an expedition. 

With writing materials, a box lined with tinfoil, and a coin 
bearing the coat of arms of His Catholic Majesty, de Villiers, 
accompanied by six men, left his new fort at Arkansas Post by 
a pirogue in mid-November 1780. On the 22d the expedition landed 
at Concordia, the small British trading settlement opposite the 
mouth of the Arkansas. The landing was unopposed, and as his 
followers stood at attention, de Villiers announced that he had 
taken possession of the east bank of "the Mississippi opposite the 
Arkansas, White, and St. Francis rivers, as far as the boundary of 
the district of Natchez." Henceforth this area would be administered 
from Arkansas Post. Before returning to Arkansas Post, the Spanish 
placed this document, along with His Catholic "Majesty's royal coat 
of arms in a tin box," which they buried 50 paces from the Mississippi 
at a depth of 18 inches at the foot of a copalm tree. In 1775 there 

10. Claiborne, Mississippi, p. 125. 

11. Faye, "Arkansas Post of Louisiana," p. 662; "Act of 
Possession of East Bank of the Mississippi River North of' the District 
of Natchez," in Spain in the Mississippi Valley, 1:401. 
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had been five traders and 18 cabins at Concordia.12 The men who 
accompanied de Villiers to Concordia were: Anselmo Billel, a 
prominent Arkansas Post trader; Estevan Gooding, an interpreter; 
Louis Poten, a boatman; and three soldiers—Pedro Tamina, Juan 
Bautista Anduezaj.and Lorenzo Quino. 

B. The Spanish Defeat the Natchez Rebellion 

1. The Natchez Rebels Capture Fort Panmure 

Captain de la Villebeuvre, as commandant of the Natchez 
District, in the autumn of 1779 had taken measures to strengthen 
the fort guarding the town. Artisans were hired. Much of the 
materials for the project were purchased from John Blommart, a local 
millowner and merchant, who had served in the British army in the 
Seven Years War.13 

During the winter of 1780-81, while Governor-General Galvez 
was perfecting arrangements for his attack on Pensacola, Commandant 
de Villiers of Arkansas Post sent his wife to New Orleans. Besides 
visiting friends in the city, Madame de Villiers was to purchase 
trade goods for her husband. She descended the Mississippi in the 
pirogue of the Arkansas riverman Louis Poten. When Madame de 
Villiers ascended the river in April, it was in company with the big 
bateau belonging to Louis Parent, bound for the Ilinueses. Aboard 
Parent's boat traveled Francis Vigo of Vincennes, who had assisted 
George Rogers Clark in his conquest of the "old Northwest"; two 
prominent residents of Ste. Genevieve--Francis Valle, a militia 
lieutenant, and Jean-Baptiste Datcherut, a trader—and the captain 
of the boat, Rene Rappicault, and the crew. The cargo was valued at 
$60,000.1^ 

A number of British settlers of the Natchez District were in 
contact with Maj. Gen. John Campbell, commander of His Majesty's 
forces in West Florida. Knowing of the Spanish preparations to 
attack Pensacola, they dispatched a courier to General Campbell 
proposing to make a diversion in his favor, and asking him for 

12. Orieta to Governor, May 31, 1775, Papeles de Cuba, 
Legajo 107. 

13. De la Villebeuvre to Galvez, Dec. 12, 1779, Papeles de 
Cuba, Legajo 107. 

14. Faye, "Arkansas Post of Louisiana," pp. 663-64. 
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assistance. General Campbell replied as the Spanish fleet was 
arriving off Santa Rosa Island, at the entrance to Pensacola Bay. 
Word was sent to the Natchez Loyalists that a British fleet was in 
the Gulf, and that it was about to move against New Orleans. They 
were called upon to sieze Fort Panmure and to assist in restoration 
of His Majesty's rule over the Natchez District. To cloak the 
uprising and give it the appearance of legitimacy, General Campbell 
forwarded a number of captains' commissions, which were to be 
distributed among the principal settlers.15 

Thus encouraged by General Campbell, the veteran half-pay officers 
in and around Natchez perfected plans for the capture of Fort Panmure. 
They had been trained to hate the Spanish and the French--"the old 
hereditary feeling, growing out of frequent and protracted wars." 
They recalled the execution order by Alexandro O'Reilly, the 
Spanish governor-general in 1769, and as Protestants they sub­
scribed to the "black legend." They determined to strike a blow 
against Spain while Governor-General Galvez was occupied in a 
siege of Pensacola. 

The courier, whom the conspirators had sent to Pensacola, on 
his return passed through the Choctaw Nation. There he prevailed on 
Folsom, a chief, and 50 warriors to accompany him to Natchez. On 
their arrival, the rebels assembled with their arms. Taking position 
on a hill commanding the fort, they unfurled the British standard 
on April 22, 1781. 

Commandant de la Villebeuvre sent a conciliatory message, warning 
the rebels of the "responsibility they were incurring, and recommending 
them to retire to their homes, with the promise of amnesty for all but 
their leaders." The rebels, numbering 200 settlers and Indians and 
commanded by Capt. John Blommart, answered by opening fire on the fort 
with their three small cannons. The Spanish cannoneers replied, 
their projectiles tearing through the house the rebels had occupied 
on the hill, killing a corporal and wounding three others. A siege 
ensued.16 

April 22 found Poten's pirogue and Parent's bateau tied up at 
Ellis Cliffs, 17 miles below Natchez, where the passengers dined 
with a planter. Next morning the boats cast off, and near Natchez 
they fell prize to the boat of John Turner, one of Blommart's 
lieutenants. *•' 

15. John Caughey, "The Natchez Rebellion of 1781 and Its Aftermath," 
The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 16, no. 1:57-58; Claiborne, Mississippi, 
p. 127. 

16. Claiborne, Mississippi, pp. 127-28. 

17. Faye, "Arkansas Post of Louisiana," pp. 663-64. 
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Fort Panmure held out for 12 days. When Commandant de la 
Vlllebeuvre determined to surrender it was because of a ruse. 
While the siege was in progress, a man, Stille, residing with 
Captain Mcintosh on St. Catherine Creek,was intercepted carrying 
a letter from Mcintosh to the commandant "advising him to hold on, 
and that the revolt would soon die out." Captain Blommart determined 
to employ this letter to his advantage. John Alston, a skilled 
forger, was called in. Addressing a letter to the commandant over 
the signature of his friend Mcintosh, it was pointed out that 
"further resistance was useless; that the insurgents had secretly 
undermined the fort, and deposited therein a large supply of 
powder brought by Indian pack-horses from Pensacola, and that that 
very night had been fixed on for the explosion." 

With threats to murder him wherever they found him, the rebels 
compelled Stille to deliver the forged letter. De la Villebeuvre 
panicked. Satisfied of the veracity of the message from his 
friend and "most influential adherent," Commandant de la Villebeuvre 
on May 4 ordered the white flag hoisted. The rebels marched in and 
the British flag again flew from the ramparts of Fort Panmure.1° 

2. The Spanish Strike Back 

Soon after the surrender of Fort Panmure, the victors divided 
into factions. The fate of the prisoners added to the bickering. 
One faction wanted to send them to Pensacola. Anthony Hutchins 
argued successfully against this proposal by suggesting to Captain 
Blommart that "the self-nominated guard for this journey intended 
to act as executioners as soon as they got away" from his control. 
Blommart was persuaded to send the garrison commander and his 76 
men to Baton Rouge under a reliable guard commanded by Capt. Jacob 
Winfree. The journey was made without incident. 

Another problem had been the question of raising the flag of 
the United States rather than of Britain. Blommart vetoed this 
scheme. The pro-United States faction led by John and Philip 
Alston and John Turner also hoped to plunder and divide the captured 
stores, and even went so far as to break into the Spanish commander's 
baggage. Captain Blommart, however, kept a tight rein on his men. 
His commissary kept careful records, and only issued what powder 
and shot was needed. 

To checkmate his "more bloodthirsty" and avaricious followers, 
Blommart recognized the civil authority of Anthony Hutchins, who 

18. Claiborne, Mississippi, p. 128. 
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