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ADDENDUM

Several months after the submission of this report for publication,
Edwin C. Bearss undertook further research on the history of
Arkansas Post. This research was concerned primarily with two
Arkansas Post structures, Montgomery's Tavern and the Johnson and
Armstrong Store, the former of which was located on the same lot as
the Arkansas Post branch of the Bank of the State of Arkansas.

His report on this research contains an abstract of a historical
document that is of especial pertinence to this report in that it
corroborates my conclusions regarding the destruction of the Bank.
With his very kind permission, the abstract of this document (a
newspaper article from the Arkansas Gazette of December 2, 1900) is
quoted below:

Southeast of the eroded area on the point the
correspondent saw the ruins of the Arkansas
State Bank, which had ®stood as late as 1863,
several blocks north of the steamboat landing."
Here he found a few wheelbarrow loads of brick-
bats. Local inhabitants told the newspaper man
that in January, 1863, Union gunboats had
shelled the village. As the bank was the most
conspicious landmark, the bluejackets had con-
centrated on it and knocked it *hither and yon!™

JdeWo W,

July, 1971
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ABSTRACT

Historical data pertaining to, and archeological evidence
derived from, the structure built in 1840-1841 to house
the Arkansas Post branch of the Bank of the State of
Arkansas indicate that it was little used from the clos-
ing of the bank in 1843 until 1862-1863, when the Confed-
erate Army, haying built and manned a strong defensive
earthworks a short distance from the building, utilized
it as a military hospital. That this building was de-
stroyed by Union artillery during the battle which
occurred at the Post of Arkansas on January 11, 1863, is
“suggested by the avajlable historical data. and confirmed
by the archeological evidence.
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PREFACE

The following report is an attempt to reconstruct from available
historicel data and archeological evidence the history and archi-
tecture of the structure built in 1840-1841 to house the Arkansas
Post Branch of the Bank of the State of Arkansas. It was prepared
as an adjunct to Rex L. Wilson's report on "Archeological Explora-
tions at Arkansas Post - 1966"; and, in combination with that re-
port, it is intended to fulfill the requirements of Archeological
Resource Proposal ARPO-A-1.

In common with other reports of this type, much of the information
on which it is based was obtained from a cumulative body of knowl-
edge resulting from the efforts of earlier researchers. Those whose
investigations have contributed most to this report are:

- Edwin C. Bearss, whose 1964 report on the "Structural History
of Post of Arkansas, American Period - 1804-1863" i1s a thorough
compilation of the historical data regarding the area now in-
cluded in Arkansas Post National Memorial, and

Rex L. Wilson, whose test excavatlons at the Bank site resulted
in the recovery of numerous artifacts and other archeological
evidence which were discussed in his report on "Archeological
Explorations at Arkansas Post - 1966",

There are, however, a number of other persons who contributed greatly
to the excavation of the Bank site and to the preparation of this
report. In particular, I would like to acknowledge the cooperation,
assistance, and encouragement of the following:

John W. Griffin, Chief, Southeast Archeological Center, who
gave much valuable advice and many helpful suggestions regard-
ing both the excavation and the preparation of this report.

Frank Hastings, Management Assistant, Arkansas Post National
Memorial, who assisted the excavation in numerous ways. Without
his administrative support, his enthusiastic interest, and his
constant willingness to help in any way possible, much. less
could have been accomplished.

Richard D. Faust, Chief, Archeological Research, Southeast
Archeological Center, who studied and described the human bone
recovered from the Bank site.



David H. Hannah, Assistant Curator, Southeast Archeological
Center, who took, developed, and printed the photographs used
to illustrate this report.

Richard P, Wheeler, Technical Editor, Division of Archeology,
who edited the manuscript.

Mrs, Charles C. Mattmiller, Curator, Arkansas Post County
Museum, Arkansas County, Arkansas, who gave me free access to
all of the collections of the Museum and who searched for, and
made .available to me, historical sources containing references
to the Bank,

Dale Furhman, Gillett, Arkansas, who called to my attention
General William T. Sherman's description of one of the Confed-
erate hospitals at Arkansas Post.

Charley Morphis, Gillett, Arkansas, who told me of stories he
had heard concerning the Bank building from persons who
remembered it.

The members of the excavation crew -- Gary P. Donehoo, Emmanuel
Williams, Enoch De Shazier, and Willie Mixon -- who, despite
hail storms, damaging winds, and 8.72 inches of rain, worked
hard, steadily, and without complaint.

Mrs. Carolyn P. Hester, Clerk-Typist, Southeast Archeological
Center, who typed the various drafts and the final copy of this
manuscript.

The citizens of Arkansas County, and in particular those of the
town of Gillett, whose hospitality, helpfulness, and genuine
interest made the work at the Bank site most enjoyable.

J. w‘ w.

Southeast Archeological Center
National Park Service
October, 1970
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INTRODUCTION

Geographical Background

Arkansas Post National Memorial is located in southeastern Arkansas
County, Arkansas, approximately 10 miles south-southeast of the town
of Gillett. The park encompasses all of the lands ineluded in
Private Survey MNumber 2305 and those portions of the lands over 162
feet elevation above mean sea level included in Private Survey
Mumbers 2307, 2339, 2344, 2363, and 2432 and in the former "U.S.
Reservation" on which the military Post of Arkansas was located
during the earlier years of the Territorial period.

Together these lands form a peninsula which protrudes into, and is
elevated from 10 to 25 feet above, the frequently flooded lowlands

of the Arkansas River. This peninsula is the southeastermmost tip of
Grand Prairie, a flat moderately dissected plain cut by erosion from
a great alluvial fan formed some 5,000 years ago by the Mlssissippl
River. Immediately to the east of Grand Prairie is a very similar,
but much smaller, plein called Little Prairie. It, too, is a

remnant of the ancient alluvial fan. Considered as a unit, the two
cover an area which varies in width from four to twenty miles and
extends in a southeastward direction from Little Rock to Nady, thus
forming the divide between the Arkansas and White Rivers. Both of
these plains are composed of dense impervious soils which are ideally
suited, and now extensively utilized, for rice cultivation.

Following the formation of the alluvial fan from which these prairies
were cut, the gradient of the Mississippi and its tributaries
decreased, and meanders developed on all the major streams occupying
the present floor of the lower Mississippi Valley. Gradually the
meander progressions of the Misslssippi, the Arkansas, and the White
Rivers ate away the edges of the alluvial fan leaving the sharply
defined bluffs which border the prairies. Although these bluffs are
not high, they provide enough difference in elevation so that the
prairies are never flooded.

Conslideration of these changes in the physiography of the area is
necessary in attempting to understand the history of the various
Posts of Arkansas, for the most suitable location in the area for
the establishment of trading posts, forts, and settlements -- the
first land not subject to flooding which was reached in ascending
the Arkansas River -- changed with the changes in the course of the
stream. This point is well illustrated by evidence indicating that
when Tonty established the original Poste de Arkangas in 1686 this
location was the southern tip of Iittle Prairie, the location of the
Menard Site, and that at a later time, certainly by 1751, it was the
southernmost tip of Grand Prairie, where the present Arkansas Post
National Memorial is located.



Historical Background

In order to place the story of the structure built in 1840-1841 to
house the Arkansas Post Branch of the Bank of the State of Arkansas
in historical context it is necessary to review the history of the
several trading posts, forts, and settlements which were either
termed "Arkansas Post" or were located within, or near, the present
Arkansas Post National Memorial.

In 1686 the first Poste de Arkansas, the earliest European settlement
in the lower Mississippi Valley, was established on the north bank of
the Arkansas River at the Quapaw (or Arkansas) Indian village of
Osotouy, which is believed to have been located at the Menard Site in
Arkansas County, Arkansas, about 5% miles southeast of Arkansas Post
National Memorial (Ford 1961: 142). This post was founded by the
French trader Henri de Tonty, lieutenant of Rene Robert Cavalier,
Sieur de la Salle. Tonty garrisoned the post with six men under the
command of Jean Couture, a Canadian goyreur de bois. It appears
likely that this post, which consisted of only one trading house, was
occupied only intermittently, for in 1687 only one man other than
Couture remained there, and Couture is known to have been in Illinois
during part of 1688. Two years later Tonty visited "Assotoue (Osotouy)
where my commercial house is'" and he was in the area again in 1693
and in 1698-1699, However, if ne visited the post on these later
Jjourneys, he made no mention of it.

During the mid-1690's,following France's issuance of very stringent
regulations governing the Indian trade, a number of French traders
deserted to the English. Most of them went to South Carolina, where

a small (some 10%) but influential segment of the population was

French Huguenot. Couture, who was among these traders, arrived in
Charleston before 1696, There he encouraged the English to establish

a trade with the Quapaw and other Indian tribes of the lower Missis-
sippi Valley. The first retorded trading expedition from Charleston

to the Quapaw at the mouth of the Arkansas was led by Colonel Thomas
Welch in 1698, The second expedition, which is believed to have

been guided by Couture, arrived at the mouth of the Arkansas in

February, 1700. Members of this trading party apparently remained in
the area for some time, for in May of that year the French explorer
Pierre Charles Le Sueur, who was then on his way up the Mississippi,
encountered one of the traders at a Quapaw village. This trader
asserted England's claim to the Mississippi Valley and boasted that

the English would soon monopolize the Indian trade of the area (Crane
1928: 42-46, 63-67, 154; Bolton and Marshall 1920: 101-102). Whether or
not the Englich were successful in capturing the Quapaw trade is unknown,
as there is little record of either English or French activity in the '



immediate area during the period from 1700 to 1720. Some historians
interpret this lack of information as indicating that the French did
not occupy Arkansas Post during that time -- an interpretation sug-
gesting that the known English success in monopolizing the trade
with the Chickasaw, who lived just east of the Mississippi, may have
influenced events on the western side of the river as well.

The next settlement known to have been located on the Arkansas River
was the so-called "John Law Colony,M a village of some 200 German
immigrants, which was established in 1721 by the French Compagnie
des Indies. This colony, which is thought to have been located on
the north bank of the river near, or perhaps within, the present
Arkansas Post National Memorial (Ford 1961: 142), quickly dwindled
in population. By 1722 the population had dropped to 47, and one
year later only 14 Frenchmen and 6 Negroes remained. However, by
1727, the year in which the colony was officially abandoned by the
Compagnie, the population had increased to some 30 persons. In that
year, following the murder of their priest by the Natchez, the resi-
dents of the community recognized Indian hostility as a serious
problem. This hostility increased throughout the next two years,
reaching its peak in 1729, when the Natchez captured Fort Rosalise,
killing about 250 French men and taking the women and children re-
siding there as captives. Although the Natchez were crushed by
1731, the Indians of the lower Valley, with the exception of the
Quapaw, remained hostile to the French.

In 1731 the French established a new fort on the Arkansas and manned
it with a garrison of 14 soldiers. Like the earlier French out-
posts, this fort also seems to have been on the north bank of the
river; however, its exact location is not known. Indian hostility,
particularly on the part of the Chickasaw (who were allied with the
British) and the Osage, continued to be a serious threat to resi-
dents of the post throughout the 1730'a and the 1740's; and, apparently
for this reason, the number of soldiers stationed at the fort remained
almost constant: in 1734 there was a garrison of 12 soldiers; in
1738, of 12 soldiers and 10 Negroes; in 1744, of 12 soldiers; and in
1748, of 12 soldiers. During this period the French, with Quapaw
braves accompanying them, attacked the Chickasaw villages at least
once. This occurred in 1738. And the Chickasaw are known to have
attacked the settlement at the post in 1748 or 1749, killing six men
and taking eight women and children prisoner. It was also during this
period that Arkansas Post became important as a base for trading
expeditions to the Southwest, some of which reached the Rio Grande.

A company of soldiers under the command of M. de la Houssaye was
assigned in 1751 to erect a new military post on the Arkansas River.
Both historical and archeological evidence indicate that this was a






