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ABSTRACT

A literature search was made for materials relating to the past history,
archaeology,ethnology, and ethnohistory of Arkansas Post. Excellent
collections of maps and copies of original documents were located at the
University of Arkansas Library in The Special Collections Section.

Further research yielded the locations of similar document collections
spread throughout the United States, Spain, France, and England.

Finally, suggestions are made concerning future work at Arkansas Post.
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INTRODUCTION

In the summer of 1975 the National Park Service contracted with the
Archaeology Research Program at Southern Methodist University to do an
Archaeological Assessment of Arkansas Post (fig. 1). The purpose of
the report was to place in a condensed form all information concern-
ing the history, archaeology, and ethnology of the Post itself as well
as the area surrounding it. Recommendations were also to be made for
future work at the Post.

The mass of historical and ethnological data for the Post was found to

be overwhelming in quantity but somewhat deficient in quality. While
many people visited the Post, very few describe the area from a scientific
viewpoint. Of the ethnohistorical accounts of the Quapaw who inhabited
the area, again, there are few good descriptions of these peoples. Those
available have been included in the text.

Past archaeological research at the Post has been hit and miss with the
exception of Walker's excavation of the bank building. Summaries of the
various findings of the excavators have been included in the report. I
have not included artifact lists from the various excavations since this
would necessitate a lengthy listing but tell us little or nothing about
the potential of future work at the post. The location of the various
collections has been included in the report for anyone interested in see-
ing the materials which have been excavated in the past.



FIG 1. Arkansas Post. Broad lines and blocks indicate excavated

areas, trenches, and features.




ENVIRONMENT

The environment of Arkansas Post has changed considerably during the last
200 years. Land has been cleared and plowed; 1locks and dams have been
built; the shoreline has been modified by river action; and the Arkansas
River has been channeled. Land surrounding the post has been leveled and
turned into rice paddies. In short, the area has been modified greatly
since the arrival of the first settlers.

The surface of Arkansas County is underlain by Pleistocene alluvium from
100 to 180 feet which rests on strata of Eocene Age. The Eocene strata
are estimated to range in thickness from about 2,600 ft in the north-
western to about 4,500 ft in the southeastern part of the county. The
underlying Cretaceous strata are estimated to range in thickness from
about 400 to more than 1,000 ft, with the greater thickness in the south-
eastern part of the county (Spooner 1935:258).

The soils of Arkansas Post consist of a parent material of loess 1 to 8 ft.
thick overlying an older alluvium. This loess was originally part of the
older alluvium brought into the area during the glacial period. When the
area was considerably drier, the loess was blown from the streambeds and
deposited at higher elevations on top of the old alluvium. The thickest
accumulation of loess marks the areas of soil formation around Arkansas
Post. These soils are named the Grenada series and are classified as
Grenada silt loam. This moderately well-drained soil has six horizons.

The surface layer is a 5 inch thick unit of dark grayish-brown to brown
silt loam. The uppermost 15 inches of subsoil is dark-brown to yellowish-
brown silt loam or silty clay loan; the middle part is light brownish-
gray to light gray silt loan; and the lowermost part, beginning at a depth
of about 27 inches, is a firm brittle fragipan of light-gray to dark brown
mottled silty clay loam. Included with this soil are a few spots of
Calloway, Crowley, and Calhoun soils.

The soil is strongly acid or very strongly acid throughout. Natural
fertility is moderate, and the organic-matter content is medium. Roots
and water easily penetrate as far down as the firm, brittle, fragipan
which restricts further penetration. The available water capacity is
moderate. Runoff is slow, and excess water is a moderate hazard (Maxwell
and others 1972:13).

The elevation of Arkansas County, a slightly undulating plain, varies from
215 ft msl in the north to 150 ft msl in the south. Much of the
northern section of the county is open grass prairie; prairie frequently
occurs in interstream and flood plains areas. Slightly lower in elevation
than the prairie are timberlands and cultivated tracts. These undulating
areas intertongue and border prairie areas. The White, Arkansas, and
Mississippi Rivers are bordered by the largest plains which mark much of
the southern portion of Arkansas County.



Arkansas County has hot humid summers and mild winters. Below freezing
periods are brief, and subzero temperatures are rare. Snowfall is less
than 4 inches, and the snow usually melts within 24 hours. Precipitation
is adequate for farm cropsraveraging 53 inches annually. Sixty percent of
the 53 inches falls in winter and in spring, and heavy rain is most likely
in spring.

Summer rainfall is erratic, often falling during thunderstorms. Thunder-
storms occur on about 50 days per year but ordinarily are not accompanied
by damaging winds. Short droughts are frequent in Arkansas County, and
summer droughts may last a month or more. In some years droughts severe
enough to injure seedlings and shallow-rooted crops occur in April, May,
and June. In most years at least one 15-day drought will occur between
June and September. These short droughts damage but do not kill the crops.
In 1930 and again in 1954, severe drought caused widespread crop damage
ranging from reduced yield to failure. Drought days on which well-drained
soils have little or no available water in the upper 12 inches are most
common in August, September, and October. During the hottest part of the
summer, evaporation of water from the soil averages one-third inch a day.

Spring wetness is common and interferes with planting most seasons. The
delay may be several weeks in a particularly wet season. Early spring
crops may be damaged by late frost. These must be replanted. Dry weather
in late summer and fall is favorable for harvesting but not for fall
seeding or the growth of pasture plants. Seldom does early fall frost
damage the quality or yield of summer crops. Small grain sown in autumn
remains vigorous enough for grazing throughout the winter.

The growing season is long since more than 60% of the year is free from
frost. U. S. Weather Bureau records from Stuttgart indicate an average
growing season of about 228 days. The average date of the last 32° reading.
in spring is March 23, and the average date of the first in fall is November
6 (Maxwell and others 1972:68).

BIOTA

Arkansas Post is located on an escarpment above the Arkansas River. It is
a Woodland area surrounded by a Wetland area (fig. 2,3). The Wetland area
developed considerably since the channelization of the Arkansas River and
the increasing conversion to rice farming in the area. Changes in the
fauna and flora investories in the area during the last two centuries are
unknown. A biotic inventory of the area needs to be made. The following
flora and fauna inventory is compiled from many sources all of which pre-
date the channelization of the river and the dramatic increase in rice
cultivation during the past two decades.



FIG. 2 - Wooded Area at Arkansas Post. The Remains of Confederate
earthworks have been cleared in this area.

3 - Wetland Area at Arkansas Post.



Flora

Shortleaf Pine
Loblolly Pine
Longleaf Pine
Slash Pine
Baldcypress
Eastern Cottonwood
Swamp Cottonwood
Black Willow
Black Walnut
Pecan

Water Hickory
Nutmeg Hictory
Butternut Hickory
Shagbark Hickory
Shellbark Hickory
Mockernut Hickory
Black Hickory
American Hornbeam
River Birch

White Oak

Post Oak

Overcup Oak

Swamp Chestnut Oak
Southern Red Oak
Cherrybark Oak
Pin Oak

Nuttall Oak
Shumard Oak

Water Oak

Willow Oak
American Elm
Slippery Elm
Winged Elm
Planertree
Sugarberry

Red Mullberry
Southern Magnolia
Sweetgum

American Sycamore
American Plum
Hawthorn
Honeylocust
Waterlocust
Blacklocust
American Holly
Yaupon
Hercules-Club

Pinus echinata Mill.
Pinus taeda L.

Pinus palustris Mill.
Pinus elliottii

Paxodium distichum (L.) Rich.

Populus deltoides Bartr.
Populus heterophylla L.
Salix nigra Marsh.
Juglans nigra L.

Carya illinoensis

Carya aquatica

Carya myirsticaeformis
Carya codiformis

Carya ovata

Carya laciniosa

Carya tomentosa

Carya texana

Carpinus caroliniana
Betula nigra L.

Quercus alba L.

Quercus stellata
Quercus lyrata Walt.
Quercus michauxii Nutt.
Quercus falcata Michx.
Quercus falcata var.
Quercus palustris Meunchh.
Quercus nuttallii Palmer
Quercus shumardii Buckl.
Quercus nigra

Quercus phellas

Ulmus americana L.

Ulmus rubra

Ulmus alata

Planera aquatica

Celtis laevigata

Morus rubra

Magnolia grandiflora
Liquidambrata styracifbra
Platannus occidentalis
Prunus americana Marsh.
Cratagus species
Gleditsia triacanthos
Gleditsia aquatica
Robinia pseudoacacia
Ilex apaca

Ilex vomitoria
Zanthoxylum clava-herculis




Flora

Chinaberry

Silver Maple
Boxelder

Red Buckeye
Devil's Walkingstick
Flowering Dogwood
Blackgum

Water Tupelo
Common Persimmon
Gum Bumelia

Swamp Privet
White Ash

Green Ash
Carolina Ash
Pumpkin Ash
Northern Catalpa

Mammals

Golden Harvest Mouse
Southern White-footed Mouse
Rhoads Cotton Mouse
Southern Golden Mouse
Illinois Wood Rat

Woodland Pine Vole

Common Muskrat

Norway Rat

House Mouse

Mississippi Valley Red Wolf
Red Fox

Wisconsin Gray Fox
American Black Bear
Raccoon

Missouri Weasel

Prairie Spotted Skunk
Louisiana Skunk

Interior Otter

Eastern Bobcat
White-tailed Deer

Melia azedarach

Acer saccharinum L.
Acer negundo L.
Aesculus pavia L.
Aralia spinosa L.
Cornus florida L.
Nyssa sylvatica
Nyssa aquatica L.
Diospyros virginiana
Bumelia languinosa
Forestiera acuminata
Fraxinus americana
Fraxinus pennsylvanica
Fraxinus caroliniana
Fraxinus tomentosa
Catalpa speciosa

Reith rodontomys fulvescens aurantius

Peromyscus leucopus leucopus

Peromyscus gossypinus megacephalus

Peromyscus nutalliii flammeus
Neotoma floridana illinoensis
Microtus pinetorum nemoralis
Ondetra zibethicus zibethicus
Rattus norvegicus

Mus Musculus

Canis niger Gregory

Vulpes fulva

Urocyon cineeoargenteus ocythous

Ursus americanus

Procyon lotor

Mustela frenata primulina
Spilogale intereupta
Mephitis mephitis mesomelas
Lutra canadensis interior
Lynx rufus rufus

Odocoileus virginianus




Reptiles

Spotted King Snake
Black King Snake

Grahams Water Snake
Plains Garter Snake

Obviously this is not a complete listing of reptiles to be found at
Arkansas Post. It is a listing of only those which have been reported in

the literature to date.

Birds

This listing includes those birds which pass through the post area during

Lampropeltis getulus holbrooki
Lampropeltis getulus nigra
Natrix grahamii

Thamnopis radix

their annual migrations as well as those indigenous to the area.

White Pelican

Double Crested Comoraht
Water Turkey

Snowy Egret

Little Blue Heron
Black-crowned Night Heron
Yellow~crowned Night Heron
American Bittern
Eastern Least Bittern
Wood Ibis

Whistling Swan

Common Canada Goose
Hutchin's Goose

lesser Snow Goose

Blue Goose

Common Mallard

Black Duck

Gadwall

Baldpate

American Pintail

Green Winged Teal

Blue Winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal

Shoveller

Wood Duck

Ring Necked Duck
Canvas~-Back Duck
Greater Scaup Duck
Lesser Scaup Duck
American Golden-Eye

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos
Phalacrocorax auritus auritus
Anhinga anhinga leucogaster
Leucophoyx thula thula
Florida caerulea caerulea
Nycticorax nycticorax hoactli
Nyctanassa violacea violacea
Ixobrychus exilis exilis
Botaurus lentiginosus
Mycteria americana

Cygnus columbianus

Branta canadensis canadensis
Branta canadensis hutchinsi
Chen hyperborea hyperborea
Chen caerulescens

Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos
Anas rubripes

Anas strepera

Mareca americana

Anas acuta tzitzihoa

Anas carolinensis Gmelin
Anas discors

Anas cyanoptera cyanoptera
Spatula cylpeata

Aix sponsa

Aythya collaris

Aythya valiaineria

Aythva marila

Aythya affinis

Bucephala clangula americana




Birds

Buffle-Head

Ruddy Duck

Hooded Merganser
American Merganser
Red-Breasted Merganser
Turkey Vulture

Black Vulture
Sharp~Shinned Hawk
Coopers Hawk

Eastern Red Tailed Hawk
Harlan's Hawk

Northern Red-Shouldered Hawk

Swainson's Hawk
American Rough-Legged Hawk
Golden Eagle

Southern Bald Eagle
Marsh Hawk

Osprey

Duck Hawk

Eastern Sparrow Hawk
King Rail

Virginia Rail

Sora

Yellow Rail

Black Rail
Semipalmated Plover
Mountain Plover
Killdeer

" American Golden Plover
Black-Bellied Plover
American Woodcock
Upland Plover

Spotted Sandpiper
Eastern Solitary Sandpiper
Greater Yellow-Legs
Lesser Yellow-Legs
Pectoral Sandpiper
White-Rumped Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper

Stilt Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper
Avocet

Wilson's phalarope

Bucephala albeola

Oxyura jamaicensis rubida
Lophodytes cucullatus
Mergus merganser americanus
Mergus serrator serrator

Cathartes aura septentrionalis
Coragyps atratus

Accipiter striatus velox
Accipiter cooperii

Buteo jamaicensis borealis
Buteo harlani

Buteo lineatus lineatus

Buteo swainsoni Bonaparte
Buteo lagapus s. johannis
Aquila chaysaetus canadensis
Haliaeetus leucocephalus leucocephalsus
Circus syaneus hudsonius
Pandion Haliaetus carolinensis

Falco peregrinus anatum
Falco sparverius sparverius
Rallus elegans elegans

Rallus limicola limicola

Porzana carolina

Coturnicops noveboracensis noveboracensis
Laterallus jamaicensis pygmaeus

Charadrillo hiaticula semipalmatus
Eupoda montana

Charadrius vociferus vociferus
Pluvialis dominica dominica
Squatarola squatarola
Philohela minor

Bartramia longicauda

Erolia melanotos

Tringa solitaria solitaria
Totanus melanoleucus

Totanus flavipes

Erolia melanotos

Erolia fuscicollis

Erolia minutilla

Micropalama limantopus
Ereumetes pusillus

Ereunetes mauri Cabanis
Recurrierostra americana Gmelin
Stegamapus tricolor







