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Located on a small sheltered beach on the southwest end of Manitou Island, mid- 
range in the Apostle Islands archipelago, Lake Superior, the Manitou Camp contains 
five buildings and related structures, a dock, boat landing apparatus, and a 
small garden clearing. (See attached site map,) The first structure was built in 
the 1890s, while the others were added from the early 1900s to the late 1930s. All 
of the original structures bsetone are still standing, although they range in condition 
fron fair to very deteriorated.

CABIN (BS 14-104A): This cabin, built in the 1890s, is typical of traditional 
northern European log construction. It is reported to have been built by four Swedish 
loggers. The 14- by 18-foot cabin is a one-roaa, *$ne-story, single gable structure 
resting on a log foundation. The walls are hand-hewn cedar logs, hewn flat on both 
sides. Half dover-tail notching was used for a close fit between logs. Bemnants of 
moss remain from the earliest chinking. The roof is comprised of two purlins and a 
ridge-pole, each approximately 6 inches in diameter, set into the gable logs. Ver­ 
tical boards are nailed to these supports and covered with tar paper and wooden laths. 
Window and door openings were cut out of the walls and framed with wood. The 
interior of the cabin has been plastered and whitewashed since the 1940s. Floor 
boards are hand-planed cedar. There is a small earthen cellar beneath a trapdoor 
in the floor. Door latches, hinges, and handles are a combination of hand-carved 
wood, hand-forged iron, and leather. The structure needs new footings as it is 
slowly sinking into the ground, but the cabin has been maintained over the years 
and is in fair condition.

TWINE SHED (HS 14-104B): This 17- by 11-foot structure was built in the early 1900s 
by John Hanson, a Swedish logger who stayed on to fish when the logging was over. 
The simple frame structure utilizes 4-6-inch diameter poles as supporting members 
and a wide plank vertical siding. Hanson stabled his horse here, and the built-in 
manger remains. Some of Hanson's net apparatus remains inside the building also. 
Boards on the lake side of the structure are rotten and footings need to be 
replaced. Otherwise, the condition is fair.

BUNKHOUSE (HS 14-104C): This 14- by 18-foot erne-room, single gable structure was 
built in the early 1930s by Theodore Olson, one of the two brothers who have fished 
out Of the Manitou Camp virtually continually since the mid-1930s. Olson built 
the cabin on Ironwood Island, but dismantled and moved it to Manitou Island when the 
Irobwood land owner required bim to leave. The structure serves as a bunkhouse 
with built-in beds. The logs are left in the round, extend at the ends, and are 
joined with saddle notches. They are laid close together, Scandinavian style. 
The gables are covered with vertical boards which show traces of their original 
red paint. The roofing system provides for overhead storage of running boards and 
other fishing gear. The roof is presently covered with tar paper. Logs on the 
lake side of the cabin are badly rotted, as is the floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

I. INDUSTRY

Significance: The Manitou Camp is an important historical site because it is 
the area's only intact, unaltered site representative of a lifestyle that was 
basic to the development of the Old Northwest: that of the European male without 
family ties, who survived on the resources of rhe land and whose life was 
characterized by transiency and seasonal changes. Of the men who occupied 
the Manitou Camp, some logged, some fished, sane did both. The camp represents 
a particularly rugged aspect of conmercial fishing as it is practiced in this area 
and one that is not found in other surviving island camps, namely, winter 
fishing—both open water herring fishing and gill-netting through the ice.

The buildings of the Manitou Camp, which have not been structurally altered 
since they were constructed, contain a wealth of objects and implements re­ 
maining from the first historic occupants of the site to the most recent. 
Many objects related to winter fishing as it has been practiced since the nineteenth 
century remain in situ at the camp. Artifacts underground are expected to be 
numerous and in good condition because of the nature of the soils at the site. 
The site has not been disturbed; the historic scene is intact.

Historical context: Since the 1850s, when European settlement began in the 
Bayfield/Apostle Islands area, the region's economy has been largely based on 
resource-extractive industries—logging, brownstone mining, and fishing chief 
among them. Work has tended to be seasonal and sporadic, so that early immi­ 
grants to the area, unless they chose to homestead and farm, would move from 
one laboring job to another as work was available; and when it was not, they 
would fish, make barrels, fashion tools, and generally function as jacks-of- 
all-trades at a meager subsistence level. The twenty-two Apostle Islands, 
stretching north and east from the port city of Bayfieid, were the locus of 
much of the region's industry because the raw materials were there and easy 
to transport by water. Consequently, by the 1890s a imnber of small camps or 
settlements had sprung up on the islands to enable individuals and families to 
live close to the resources and to establish a subsistence mode of living 
by fishing, growing fruits, and vegetables and logging or mining as the 
opportunity provided. A number of sunmer fishing comnunities grew up among the 
islands, populated by Scandinavian fishermen and their families, for whom 
fishing was a traditional way of life. Other settlements on the islands were 
inhabited by single men who had come to the north to draw a living from the 
undeveloped land and who erected dwellings and cleared garden plots on land
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TWINE SHED (HS 14-104D): Tlieodorejil^on built this twine shed in the mid-1930s. 
The 9-foot 6-inch by 12-foot 6-ino^is frame-constructed of wood pole supports and 
wide plank horizontal siding. The building rests on ID-inch square log footings. 
Inside, a pole is suspended from the ceiling to hang bait nets. Many handmade 
items related to fishing and other aspects of the camp's life are stored in this 
structure. The building is in fair condition.

CABIN (HS 14-104E): This cabin was built in the late 1920s or early 1930s by 
Frank Childs, who fished out of the camp in winter. The one-room frame-constructed 
cabin is now covered with sheets of corrugated tin. The entire structure has 
moved several inches off its log foundationjp and is in a serious state of dis­ 
repair. A small shed-roof kitchen was once attached to the side of the cabin; 
no traces of that structure remain.

SM3KE HOUSE (B6): Built by John Hanson in the early 1930s, this structure has been 
used to snoke herring and venison. The roof and one wall of the structure have 
been removed; the rest is dilapidated.

OTHER STRLOURES: Two wooden outhouses of unknown dates are located at opposite 
ends of the camp. One is badly rotted; the other -is in good condition. A 
handmade wooden windlass (HS 14-104J) and boat skids (made by Hjalmer Olson) 
remain in good condition. Handmade wooden net and fish boxes, a wooden net reel, 
a netfork and table, tarring tank, gutting board, salt barrels, and other apparatus 
remain in good condition at the camp. A small portion of the old dock remains, 
although the log cribs are intact below the surface of the water. A herring shed 
once stood at the end of this dock.

CLEARING: It is thought that John Hanson planted the apple tree and dug the 
drainage ditches for a garden in the early 1900s. Martin Kane, a jack-of-all- 
trades, had a cabin in this clearing which was removed to Stockton when Kane was 
unable to make a living at fish-ing. The clearing has been used as a garden on 
and off over the years by fishermen living at the camp.

OBJECTS: Many objects related to the logging and fishing industries remain in situ 
in the Manitou Gamp. This collection includes tools associated with both trades, 
furniture and other household items. These objects, together with the structures, 
give valuable insight into the lifestyle of camp residents during the late nine­ 
teenth and early twentieth centuries.



Form No 10-300* 
I Rev 10-74)

UNITLDSTATbSDtPARTMLNTOh THhINThRIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

> iV RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

DATE ENTERED

8 2
CONTINUATION SHEET_______________ITEM NUMBER_______PAGE______________________
owned by a distant tinker speculator or development company. The Manitou 
Camp is one of these.

Some tine during the 1890s, four Swedes employed in cutting cedar on the island 
erected a log cabin on the sheltered southwest beach. One. of the men, John 
Hanson, stayed on to fish after the logging was done. He was joined by Gus 
Plud, a Frenchman, who had previously been logging on another island. Hanson 
occupied the camp and fished the entire year. He smoked meat, gardened, and 
kept a horse. In the early ISOOs Martin Kane built a cabin up the hill behind 
the beach and tried, unsuccessfully, to survive there. Later, in the 1920s 
or early 1930s, a man named Frank Childs built a cabin on the beach and fished 
during the winter with a companion named Black Pete. When Childs left the 
island, Captain Bark, who piloted boats in the sunnier, used the cabin for 
winter fishing.

In the early 1930s Theodore and Hjaimer Olson, sons of a Norwegian fisherman, 
started coning out to the Manitou Camp to winter fish. In 1938 they bought 
it from the Frenzel Land Ccmpany, erected two more buildings (the bunkhouse 
from Ironwood Island and a new twine shed), and began to live and fish there 
year around. At various times they rented cabins to loggers or other fisher­ 
men, continuing the transient life-style of the camp. In 1977 the National 
Park Service acquired the property, but Hj aimer Olson continues to live at the 
camp a week or two at a time during both the sumer and winter seasons.

Relation to Regional Fishing Industry: With the exception of the fur trade, 
the fishing industry is the oldest of the region'6 conmercial enterprises, and 
the only one to continue to the present day. Island fish camps have played 
a major role in the operation of the industry since the 1830s, when the 
Anerican Fur Ccmpany established seasonal encampments on the island, sending 
a company boat around to pick up the fish and transport them to the main post 
at La Pointe where they would be salted and packed.

By the turn of the century, two companies, the national Booth Fisheries and 
the local N. F. Boutin Ccmpany operated packing houses in Bayfield and ran 
boats out to the island camps to pick up the area fishermen's catches. The 
large camps on Rocky and South Twin Islands were summer comnunities in which 
fishermen, primarily of Norwegian descent, would live and work with their families; 
for these men it was a matter of pride not to winter fish. However, Chippewa 
fishermen and others who were not part of the family fishing cctirarnities did fish 
in winter as a matter of economic survival or preferred life-style.
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Although for many years it was also a sunner stop for the Booth boat, the Manitou 
camp has been a winter fishing site fron its earliest days to the present. It is 
one of possibly two island camps from which the November-December herring run 
was harvested. A herring shed stood at the end of the Manitou dock which 
received the fish directly from the boat for cleaning and salting; the herring 
were packed in barrels on the premises and then brought to Bayfield. Once the 
lake froze over, the fishermen would go out on the ice by dogsled, carrying nets 
and other gear needed to fish through the ice. Through a complicated system 
of suspending nets on lines run under the ice by poles, gill nets were set and 
pulled out a day or two later to harvest the whitefish and lake trout.

A wooden fish sled made by John Hanson in the early 1900s remains in the fish 
camp along with other early implements of the winter fishing business. The 
objects stored in the buildings of the Manitou Camp contribute significantly 
to the historic scene. They create a continuum through time from the early 
items hand-crafted of natural materials to recent mass-produced forms of the 
same objects. Ibr a few fishermen in the area, the winter fishing which began 
at this camp eighty or more years ago continues, with little modification in 
methods, to date.

II. AFtHITECTURE

Significance: Two of the structures in the Manitou Camp are significant as 
representatives of traditions in vernacular architecture which date back to the 
Middle Ages in northern Europe and which were once conmon, but are increasingly 
more rare in upper Wisconsin.

The structures in the camp range from approximately foitfl-five to ninety years
old, and, together, comprise the only remaining intact and unaltered example
of the working camps which dotted the landscape in the early period of the region's
development.

Explanation: The log cabin built ca. 1890 is typical of northern European 
construction in the double-faced hewing, half dove-tail notches, close fit 
of the logs, chamfered edges and moss chinking, as well as earthen cellar 
beneath the plank floor. There is a major Finnish settlement in the area, and 
a nuotoer of Sw9de-Finns are known to have worked in the logging camps and 
fisheries. There was also a large influx of Norwegian fishermen in the late 
1800s. This style of log building was cannon to the area, especially among the 
Finns, and some examples remain on the Bayfield peninsula, although most have 
been considerably altered. The Manitou cabin is the only example of this style 
on the Apostle Islands or within the National Lakeshore.
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The bunkhouse built by Theodore Olson, though it is just under fifty years old, 
represents the Scandinavian round log style with closely laid logs that extend 
beyond the notches, gables covered with vertical boards, and door and window 
openings cut out of the walls, then framed. Although this style, too, was 
common at one time, very few structures remain within the area. This is the 
only example within the National Lakeshore.

Note: It should be noted that two properties related to the area's early 
twentieth century fishing industry are currently included on the National 
Register.

The Hadland Fishing Camp on Rocky Island (Ashland County) contains several 
fishing structures built between 1920 and 1938. The property was accepted to 
the Register on August 18, 1977.

The Hokenson Fishing Do^near Russell (Bay field County) includes the dock and 
related structures built between 1927 and 1931. It was accepted to the National 
Register on June 18, 1976.
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