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Visiting The National Lakeshore

Apostle Islands National Lakeshore can be enjoyed in
many ways. Getting the most out of your visit will depend
on your interests, how much time you have to spend, and
how well you plan your stay. To help with your planning,
a variety of trips are suggested.

If you have a half day:

Begin your visit at the Lakeshore by stopping at the
Headquarters Visitor Center in Bayfield. A ranger will
answer questions and help plan your visit. Be sure to
watch the 10-minute introductory film on the Apostle
Islands. Don’t miss viewing the exhibits on the cultural
and natural history of the area.

If you wish to see the islands, you will need at least
three hours. The Apostle Islands Cruise Service offers
two 3 to 3 and 1/2 hour cruises from Bayfield each day
during July and August and one daily 3 hour trip in June
and September. The tours cost $19.95/adult.

If you would rather stay on the mainland, visit Little
Sand Bay, just 13 miles north of Bayfield. There you can
walk along a sandy beach, view several of the islands, and
explore the Hokenson Brothers Fishery, a museum featuring
equipment used in a family-run commercial fishing
operation. Stop in the visitor center for area orientation
and ask about the schedule of ranger guided fishery tours.

If you have an entire day:

Enjoy a half-day cruise around the islands, followed by
a trip to Little Sand Bay.

Recreational boating is also a very popular pursuit in
the Apostle Islands area. Captained day charters are
available for visitors seeking to experience sailing in the
Apostles. Outfitters in Bayfield also rent sea kayaks and
guide day trips to the Squaw Bay sea caves along the
mainland portion of the lakeshore. Lists of charter services
and outfitters can be obtained from the Bayfield Chamber
of Commerce.

Sand Island is one of the destinations for the Inner Island
Shuttle leaving Little Sand Bay every Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday from June 28 to August 20. Day hikers can walk
2 172 miles north from the East Bay dock to the Sand Island
lighthouse for a guided tour with the volunteer lightkeeper.

If you have several days:

An extended trip is the best way to experience the
peace, solitude, and natural rhythms of the islands. Hike
the wooded trails, explore the historic sites, or just hunker
down by a campfire and listen to loons calling on the lake.

ational Park Service employees David Koons and

Kayci Cook help reinstall the 3rd order Fresnel lens
in the Devils Island lighthouse tower (far left). After
three years in storage, the lens underwent extensive
repair and stabilization before being returned to the
tower where it was first installed in 1901. The return of
the lens in September, 1992 made Devils Island the only
one of six Apostle Islands light stations to have a Fresnel
lens in the tower. Details of this project and the lens'
history can be found in the article on page 7.

Any camping trip should begin with a stop at the park’s
Bayfield visitor center. Here visitors can discuss their
itinerary with a park ranger and pick up the required free
camping permit. Campers in need of transportation can
reach five of the islands on regularly scheduled excursion
cruises from late June to late August. A water taxi is
available to carry campers to the less visited islands.

Although camping is allowed on 18 of the islands,
almost half of all camping in the park occurs on Stockton
Island. A park ranger presents campfire programs near
Stockton’s Presque Isle Visitor Center on Monday, Tuesday,
Friday and Saturday evenings throughout the summer.
Ranger guided walks on Stockton also help reveal some of
the island’s wonders.

If you are touring the islands on your own boat, be sure
to visit historic Manitou Fish Camp and Raspberry Island
Light Station. Park rangers are available to help weave the
stories of these sites into the cultural fabric of the islands.

Regardless of how long you stay, should your visit to
the national lakeshore bring you to Bayfield on a Wednesday
evening in the summer, be sure to attend our guest lecture
series. Guest speakers present talks on a variety of Apostle
Islands related issues free of charge at 7:30 p.m. in the
Headquarters Visitor Center. See page five for a complete
guest lecture series schedule and information about other
National Park Service programs.
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From the Superintendent:

WHERE BOUNDARIES END
COOPERATION HAS TO BEGIN

In the natural scheme of things it’s become readily
apparent that the lines humans have drawn on maps don’t
mean a whole lot. To a migrant bird, or any other creature,
the terms we give to land areas like National Parks
and County Forests don’t have much relevance.
The generalimpact of the various management
strategies applied to these partitions in
the landscape can, however, be
immense. In the Pacific Northwest
we find ourselves facing extremely
difficult decisions because of the
endangered status of the spotted
owl. Terms like “biodiversity” often
surface as rather nebulous concepts
for discussion, and by the time they
have a real name, such as the spotted
owl, it seems we usually have to choose
between painful alternatives.

The dilemma we face in the case of this
small owl was probably brought on, in part,
by the failure of those of us in the land
management business to expand our views to a
broad enough region to accommodate and sustain
our critical economic and resource preservation needs.
It’s difficult, after generations of focusing on the particular
requirements of a section of segmented landscape, to bring
ourselves to examine how we each fit into the larger, more
significant picture. There are undoubtedly good reasons for
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us to continue to assign primary uses and goals to specific
areas. The time for a more all encompassing vision has
come, however. Whether it be from backyard to backyard,
farm to farm, national park to national forest, state to
state, or nation to nation it’s important that we all
get involved in determining what role we have to
play in assuring that we pass on both the
essence of environment and quality of
life we inherited to those who come
after us.

In this region of the country the
movement toward a more integrated
approach to managing our rich natural
resources seems at least to be underway.
An abundance of interagency and
interstate organizations have arisen in
recent years to attempt to coordinate
management activities on a geographic or
individual issue basis. A few groups, such as
those coordinating eastern timberwolf
restoration, can point to some success. But forall
the attention given to charismatic symbols like the
timberwolf, there are many lesser known, but no less

important, issues that escape our attention. If we are to
meet the challenge of preservation it will take each of us,
pausing occasionally to peer over our individual fences, to
determine in which instances our boundaries are important
and in which they are not.

Ongoing bald eagle research in the Apostle Islands is
good example of interagency cooperation. The study is a
Jjoint effort of the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, National Park Service, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, and University of Minnesota. For an update on
the project see the story on page 3.

What Year Did You Say It

Is?

Have you ever wanted to take a trip
back in time? Or just meet someone from
another era? Well, such an opportunity
awaits you at Raspberry Island Lighthouse
in the form of a new living history program.

What is living history? In a living
history program, a modern day person
takes on the role, clothing, and knowledge
of a character from another time. The
modern day person strips away any
identifying characteristics of present day,
such as digital watches or knowledge of the
planet Pluto. He/ she also sees things from
that time and is unable to perceive modern
day things.

So as not to jolt potential time travellers
with a quantum leap as soon as they arrive
atthe site, aliving history character prepares
them for the time travel exchange. Signs
are posted to inform visitors before they get
to the historic site. The costume worn by
the character and the work that he/she is
doing are also subtle transitions. Finally,
within the first few minutes of meeting a
living history character, he/she will drop a
few hints about what year it is. Once the
tour begins, you are on your way.

The living history program at Raspberry
Island Lighthouse focuses onthe time period
1914-24. This is a particularly well
documented time when a gentleman named
Lee Benton was keeper. If you stop at the
Raspberry Island dock, you may find a sign
at the base of the 76 stairs leading up to the
lighthouse grounds indicating that today a
living history program is being done. The
year is 1923. As you walk up the stairs it
is like going back in time. You hear
someone singing, “Goodnight, Irene” and
as you approach the lighhouse you see a
man with suspenders and a lightkeeper’s
hat shucking peas. He introduces himself
as first assistant, Herbert Winfield. He

says to the ladies that they can call him,
“Toots”, if they like, because he is a
bachelor. He talks about the windy weather
and how it once fanned a forest fire aflame
back in 1918, and then mentions something
about Prohibition and President Harding.
He then invites you in to come look at the
view from the tower.

Visitors normally enjoy this glimpse of
life in another time. However, they may
also have questions about more recentevents
in the site’s history. A well seasoned living
history character can come up with creative
ways of answering such questions.
Raspberry Island Light was not automated
until 1947. If someone were to ask “Toots”
when the light was automated, he would
not know the answer since that was an event
that occured over 20 years after he.was
stationed on the island. To provide the
requested information, the ranger playing
the role of “Toots” might respond,
“Automation? It will never come here!
Thomas, the second assistant, he thinks it
will make our jobs easier. In fact, he and
I have a bet. He says the light will be
automated by 47, at least.”

A living history tour provides an added
dimension to a visit to a historic site.
Visitors quickly become more involved in
the tour. They might play a friendly game
of “Stump the Ranger” by trying to get him
or her to slip out of character. Better yet,
they might attempt the more challenging
feat of putting themselves in the time frame
of the living history character. Instead of
asking, “When did the light sockets get
installed?” ask, “Do you have electricity
yet?” In this way a trip to the Apostle
Islands becomes more than just a cruise
across the lake. A tour to Raspberry Island
Lighthouse becomes a journey back in
time, and all you need to pack is a little
imagination.
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Living history tours at Raspberry Island Light Station help visitors relive the era of assistant
keeper Herbert "Toots" Winfield (center). Ranger-guided tours of the Raspberry Island light
are offered daily from 9 a.m. to 11a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. beginning Memorial Day
weekend and lasting through September. The Apostle Islands Cruise Service offers cruises
from Bayfield or Little Sand Bay to Raspberry Island on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from June 28 through August 20. Tickets are $19.95/adult and $8.95/child. Lighthose tours
arefree for the asking. Contact the Raspberry Island ranger, or, if no one in a ranger uniform
is available, ask for "Toots"!
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