Park News

HUNGER DROVE THE LARGE BOAR WITH THE SCAR ON
his rear end back to Stockton Island’s Presque Isle campground.
His keen sense of smell had previously led him to grease or partly
burned garbage in the fire pits and to food scraps scattered in
bushes near the campsites. On this midsummer day, “Skar” was
roaming through the campground when he was surprised by the
sudden appearance of a camper returning from the beach. The
bear charged, sliding to a halt in a cloud of dust just a few feet
from the camper while snapping his jaws. Skir knew how to
defend his home.

Black bears have long been a part of the community of animals
living in the Apostle Islands. Outstanding swimming ability allows
bears to visit and utilize habitats on even the outermost islands.
Larger islands like Oak, Sand, and Stockton are home to bears
throughout the year. An extensive study of bears on Stockton
Island saw the population grow from two animals in 1984 to a high
of 31 non-cub bears in 1994.

The black bears of Stockton quickly adapted to life on the island.
Initially, they grew fat on blueberries in summer and acorns in the
fall. They tore open decaying logs in search of insects. They
decimated the island’s beaver population until virtually none were
left. As the bear population grew, they began to self regulate their
numbers. Females had fewer litters, the bears endured
compressed and overlapping home ranges, and several smaller
bears were killed by a few larger bears.

Skar was born during the population explosion on Stockton. He
stayed with his mother for a year and a half, learning where to find
food and shelter. As a yearling he was kicked out of his mother’s
home range and forced to establish one of his own. He was
captured, weighed, measured, and fitted with ear tags and a radio
collar to track his movements. He received a gash on his
hindquarters (perhaps in a dispute with another male) that
became his distinguishing characteristic. Skar grew to become
one of the larger bears on the island. His home range grew
accordingly. He continued to learn new ways of finding food.
Eventually he learned that food could be obtained where people
gathered on the island.

Last summer, Skiar roamed between the camping areas at Presque
Isle and Quarry Bay. One night he helped himself to steaks being
grilled on a barbecue near the Quarry Bay dock. By August,

Skar’s visits to the campgrounds became increasingly frequent and
menacing. Park rangers used every available nonlethal tool to
discourage Skir’s aggressive behavior, but finally had to kill him
because he was a threat to island visitors.

Top: Skar in his element. Note the scar on the left hindquarter.

Middle: Skar sniffs around the boats at Stockton Island’s Presque isle dock.
Bottom: Skar locates a meat wrapper left near a portable grill. Food and
garbage must be stored in bearproof food lockers, bearproof garbage cans,
or in galley areas of boats where available.

The sight of Skir’s carcass stretched out on the dock was no

source of joy. Island visitors have forever lost the thrill of seeing
this powerful, awe-inspiring animal in the wild. We all share
responsibility to care for the bears and their habitat. Is our
carelessness and ignorance responsible for this loss? Simple and
effective methods are available to keep food away from bears. If
we don’t respect black bears’ intelligence and adaptability, we may
either lose our privilege to share this habitat or face losing even
more of these remarkable animals from the islands. Will you be a
steward or a threat to these animals?
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“had to be killed. Three others were

relocated to mainland areas. Seeing
bears in the wild can be a treat, but
finding one in your campsite can be
dangerous. Visitors must take precautions
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2-4 Summer Info

Most visitors come to the Apostle Islands in the
months from June to September.
Recreationists looking to boat, hike, camp,
paddle, or fish in the islands should familiarize
themselves with park facilities, rules, and
regulations. The information on these pages
facilitates trip planning and provides schedules
for guided activities and excursion cruises.

5 What’s New?

Did you know that potable water will only
be available on Sand and Stockton Islands
this year? That the Devils Island light tower
will be closed for painting in June? That
new restrooms will be built at Little Sand
Bay this summer? Find out more about the
projects or schedule changes that might
affect your visit.

6 Wilderness Study

The National Park Service expects to release
a draft recommendation this summer for
the Apostle Islands Wilderness Study.
Information about the wilderness study in
general or the draft recommendation in
particular is on the web at www.nps.gov/

apis/wstudy.htm

7 Lighthouse Update

Shoreline erosion has threatened to
undermine light station buildings at
Raspberry and Outer islands. Find out how
the National Park Service is working to
stabilize these shorelines and protect
structures that are listed on the National
legister of Historic Places.


http://www.nps.gov/
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Apostle Islands National Lakeshore

Wisconsin's northernmost landscape juts
into Lake Superior as the scenic archi-
pelago of 22 Apostle Islands. Long a
vacation mecca, the area realized new
conservation and recreational value in
1970 when Congress named 20 of the
islands and 2,500 acres of the peninsula
as a national lakeshore. In 1986, Long
Island was also included.

This fascinating unit of the National Park .
System features a combination of spec-
tacular natural beauty and rich cultural
history. The wooded islands are studded
with bogs and beaver ponds, and
trimmed with sea caves, sandstone cliffs,
and miles of pristine sand beaches. Na-
tive Americans, voyageurs, loggers, stone
cutters, farmers, and commercial fisher-
men all left their marks on the islands.
Six historic light stations were built in the
Apostles to aid Great Lakes navigation.

Mailing Address

Park Superintendent

Apostle Islands National Lakeshore
Route 1, Box 4

Bayfield, Wi 54814

Phone
(715)779-3397 .

Website
www.nps.gov/apis’lhome.htm

The National Park Service cares
for the special places saved by the
American people so that all may

" experience our heritage.

From the Superintendent

by Bob Krumenaker

Welcome to Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore, one of 388 units of this nation’s
National Park System. For many of you
this is a return visit to a familiar haunt; for
the rest, I sincerely hope this is the first of
many visits.

I have been at Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore for about a year, and I already
know that I have the best job in the world...
but I need your help to be successful. I'd
like to tell you about some of the more
interesting challenges the park faces, as
well as some exciting opportunities.

For example, did you realize that while
there are about 69,000 acres within the
park boundary, those lands and waters are
spread out over an area four times that
size? Much of the time you are traveling
between islands you are not actually in the
park. National Park Service staff must
traverse and patrol this larger area, which
is about the size of Rocky Mountain
National Park.

Apostle Islands National Lakeshore is part
of the public trust, and receives
appropriated funds from the federal
treasury. We must balance and be
accountable for our budget each year, just
like any private sector business. In 2003,
the park will employ 70 people and have an
operating budget of $2.4 million, making us
one of the larger economic engines in the
Chequamegon Bay region. Because we
must be exemplary stewards of your
money as well as your park, last year we
developed, with the generous assistance of
the National Parks Conservation
Association and two business student

consultants, a private-sector style business
plan for the park. The business plan
describes what we do; why we do it; what
standard we are trying to achieve; what
staffing and financial resources we have;
what we believe is necessary to achieve our
mission; and the gap between what we
have and what is needed.

The gap between needs and available
funding at Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore is a staggering 58%, almost
double the average gap of the 50 parks that
have completed business plans. Lake
Superior, cold winters, and the high cost of
maintaining the nation’s most magnificent —
and accessible— collection of historic
lighthouses clearly define our challenge
and contribute to our high operating costs.
As humbling as the numbers are, the
business plan provides compelling
documentation that the gap is real, and
that we need to do something about it if we
are to maintain this national treasure.

To help shrink this gap, I am pleased to
announce the organization of a new
membership group, the Friends of Apostle
Islands National Lakeshore. The purpose of
this organization is to unite people who
love the Apostle
Islands, thereby
increasing
community
involvement, raising
funds, and providing
a voice in support of
the park’s unmet
needs. The park
and the Friends are
also working with
the Congressionally-
sponsored, private

nonprofit National Park Foundation and
our national park colleagues at Isle Royale,
Pictured Rocks, and Grand Portage to
establish the Lake Superior National Parks
Fund. This will be a new, citizen-led
organization to encourage philanthropic
stewardship of these four national
treasures of Lake Superior. I invite you to
get in on the excitement of these new
efforts and welcome your participation and
support. If you would like to be involved,
look for a membership flier in one of the
park’s visitor centers, send an email to
apis_friends@nps.gov, look at our web site,
or call me at 715-779-3397. We can do
great things together!

Once you have visited Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore, experienced the
immensity of Lake Superior, slept on an
island, stood in the doorway of a
lighthouse in exactly the same spot the
keepers did, or seen the dramatic sunsets
at Little Sand Bay you too may walk away
with a piece of the islands ingrained in you.
I hope you have a positive experience
while visiting and that it will stay with you
for the rest of your life.

Julian Bay Beach, Stockton Island.

Summer Visitor Information

Visitor Center Hours

Headquarters Visitor Center

Open Daily 8 am to 5 pm, May 24 - June 14
Open Daily 8 am to 6 pm, June 15 - Aug. 31
Open Daily 8 am to 5 pm, Sep. 1 - Oct. 25

Little Sand Bay

Open 9 am to 5 pm May 24-26

Open Daily 9 am to 5 pm, June 14-Sep. 1
Open Fri.-Sun. 9 am to 5 pm, Sep. 5-28

Summer Activities

Sailing and Boating

The Apostle Islands’ protected bays, public docks, pristine beaches, and natural beauty offer out-
standing boating opportunities. Public docks are found on 13 of the islands in the national lake-

Weather

Typical summer conditions feature winds of 5 - 20 knots and waves of 1 to 4 feet. Winds of 30 to
40 knots with 6 to 12 foot seas are possible. Marine weather forecasts are broadcast on marine
channels 1 - 10 and are available at ranger stations and visitor centers.

Statistics for average weather conditions are below.

Month Precipitation Rain Highs & Lows Extremes
May 331" 11 days 631039 95 and 20
June 3.49" 12 days 72 to 48 98 and 22
July 3.48" 11 days 78 to 55 104 and 36

August 4.20" 11 days 76 to 54 99 and 34

September 4.08" 12 days 66 to 46 99 and 27
October 2.88" 10 days 55 to 36 88 and 15

Pets

Pets must be kept on a leash that is six feet or shorter and never left unattended. Persons having
pets within the park must dispose of all pet excrement. Excrement must be deposited in wooded
areas at least 100 feet from any trail, campsite, dock, building, picnic area, or water source. Pets
are not allowed in public buildings or on scheduled Apostle Islands Cruise Service trips (except guide
dogs accompanying visually or hearing impaired people.)

Accessibility
Campsite #1 in the Presque Isle campground on Stockton Island offers accessibility with assistance to
park visitors. A ramp leads from the main dock to the visitor center, wheelchair accessible toilets,
and the campsite. The visitor center and restrooms at the Little Sand Bay visitor center are acces-
‘ble. An accessible walkway also leads to the Hokenson Brothers Fishery at Little Sand Bay. The
Headquarters visitor center in Bayfield features accessible parking and restroom facilities. A
wooden ramp leads from the accessible parking spaces to the west entrance of the building. The
Apostle Islands Cruise Service can also accommodate visitors with wheelchairs. Deckhands will carry
wheelchair-bound visitors onto the main deck of the “Island Princess”. The aisle on the main deck is
extra wide and one of the restrooms is accessible.
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shore. Space is reserved at some docks for National Park Service vessels and excursion boats. The
remaining space is available free to the public on a first come, first served basis. Public boat launches
are located in Ashland, Bayfield, Cornucopia, Little Sand Bay, Red Cliff, and Washburn. The cost is
$5/launch in Bayfield, $3/launch at Little Sand Bay. Marinas are in Ashland, Bayfield, Cornucopia,
LaPointe, Port Superior, Red Cliff, Roys Point, Schooner Bay, and Washburn.

The use of personal watercraft is not allowed within the boundaries of Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore.

Paddling

During the past 15 years, sea kayaks have become very popular for travel among the Apostle
Islands. Information about kayak outfitters can be obtained by calling Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore at 715-779-3397. Two kayak launch points are located within the national lakeshore’s
mainland unit. Meyers Beach is a popular spot to begin a tour of the mainland sea caves. There is
no launch fee. A free kayak launch is located to the west of the National Park Service dock at
Little Sand Bay. Temporary parking for loading/unloading equipment is located to the west of the
NPS visitor center. Long term parking is located in the parking lot adjacent to the Town of Russell
campground. Because of the lake’s power and unpredictability, the National Park Service does NOT
recommend the use of canoes for travel between islands. Calm days can provide opportunities for
canoeists to safely paddle along the mainland or island shorelines. The Apostle Islands Cruise Service
will transport a canoe or kayak to the islands for a $20 fee. For more information ask for the
brochure “Paddling in the Apostles” or check our website at www.nps.gov/apis/paddling.htm

Swimming

Yes, it's true, Lake Superior can be really cold. The average annual water temperature of the lake
is about 40 degrees Fahrenheit. On warm, calm, sunny summer days, however, water temperatures
in the Apostle Islands’ protected shallow bays can climb into the 70s. There are no lifeguards in the
national lakeshore. Swimming is not allowed within 100 feet of all harbors, public docks, and ves-
sels secured to public docks. Diving or jumping into the lake from the sandstone cliffs at Devils Island
or the mainland sea caves is prohibited.

Scuba Diving
A free dive permit is required to scuba dive within national lakeshore boundaries. Permits are
available from Park Headquarters or Little Sand Bay visitor centers.


http://www.nps.gov/apis/home.htm
http://nps.gov
http://atwww.nps.gov/apis/paddling.htm

Sand Island in a Day

The Apostle Islands have a complex
human history that is an integral part of the
natural landscape. Sand Island is an
outstanding place to view the return of
wild nature to lands that have experienced
many complex and changing human uses.
A brownstone lighthouse, a fence post in a
field, fire-charred tree stumps, a rusted
Ford model-A, a massive 250-year old
white pine, a cement foundation...all these
objects have stories to tell about the people
who lived on, and those that continue to
use, Sand Island. Day visitors to the
national lakeshore will have a better
opportunity to experience the stories of
Sand Island this year.

The Apostle Islands Cruise Service plans to
expand their Inner Island Shuttle service to
include a stop at Sand Island this year.
From June 21 to September 1, hikers and

lighthouse buffs will have the option to

spend four hours hiking, picnicking, and
visiting the lighthouse on Sand Island.
(Note: Low lake levels may prevent cruise
boats from using the Sand Island dock at
times. Call in advance to find out about
current conditions.)

The cruise boat lands at Sand Island’s East
Bay dock. Adjacent to the dock is a small
camping area with picnic tables, a well, and
avault toilet. A two-mile trail links East
Bay with the Sand Island Lighthouse. Most
of the trail is covered with a wooden
boardwalk. A half mile north of East Bay
the trail passes through an overgrown field
where hay, apples, and other crops were
grown. Justice Bay and a view of the
Swallow Point sea caves are found at the
trail’s midpoint. A mile and a half north of
the campground, the trail passes through
an area of virgin white pines. These 250
year old trees were protected within a

Summer Visitor Information continued...

Hiking

Hikers can enjoy more than 50 miles of maintained trails at Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. Here

are some of the highlights:

Lakeshore Trail - A 4.5 mile trail beginning at the end of Meyers Road in the park’s mainland unit.
Julian Bay Trail - 0.4 mile from Stockton Island’s Presque Isle dock to the Julian Bay beach.
Tombolo Loop - 3.8 mile loop through forests and along the Julian Bay beach at Stockton Island.

Sand Island Lighthouse Trail - 2 mile walk from East Bay dock to the lighthouse featuring views of

beaches, sea caves, and old pines.

Basswood Island Loop Trail - A 5.5 mile hike past a historic farm and the old brownstone quarry.
Oak Island Overlook - A 3.4 mile hike from the dock area to an overlook with views of 11 islands.
Raspberry Island Sandspit Trail - A 0.8 mile walk from the beach to the lighthouse.

Camping

Camping is available on 18 of the lakeshore’s 21 islands. Permits are required for all camping in the
national lakeshore. The permit system allows campers to reserve campsites in advance. Individual
campsites (for one to seven campers) can be reserved beginning one month before the start of a
trip. A $15 nonrefundable administrative fee will be charged for processing the permit. Group
campsites (for eight to 20 campers) can be reserved beginning the second week in January. The
fee for processing group camping permits is $30. Designated camping zones have also been
established on 15 islands in the national lakeshore. See the brochure “Camping 2003" for more
information. Pictures and descriptions of Apostle Islands campsites are available on-line at

WWW.Nps.gov/apis/campsite/campsite.htm

Fishing

A Wisconsin fishing license with a Great Lakes trout and salmon stamp is required for fishermen 16
or older. Sport fishermen are drawn to the Apostle Islands region by the opportunities to catch lake
trout, rainbow trout, brown trout, and coho salmon. Summer fishing takes place in deep water
with lake trout being the most commonly targeted fish. Trolling is the most successful method of
catching trout and salmon in the Apostles in summer. Productive fishing spots include the area
between Long and Madeline Islands, the area around Sand island, and near Cat Island. More
information is available on our website at www.nps.gov/apis/fishing.htm

Fires

Campfires must be built in metal fire receptacles where provided. Burn only dead, fallen wood.

Chain saws cannot be operated in the national lakeshore. Before leaving a campfire, the fire must
be extinguished and free of litter with no evidence of food remains that could attract wildlife. Fires
are not allowed on Raspberry Island beaches, at Julian Bay and Presque Isle Bay on Stockton Island,
or on beaches within 150 feet of campsites where fire receptacles are provided. Fires are not
permitted in portable grills or stoves on docks or on boats tied to public docks. Open fires will be
prohibited during times of high fire danger.

Collecting
Reasonable quantities of fruit, berries, and nuts can be gathered for personal use only. Collecting
other natural objects such as rocks, wildflowers, and driftwood is not allowed.

lighthouse reservation of land set aside for
the sole use of the lighthouse keepers. An
overlook with a panoramic view of
Lighthouse Bay is a quarter mile south of
the lighthouse.

Many consider Sand Island’s Lighthouse to
be the most beautiful of the Apostle
Islands’ six light stations. The building was
constructed on the north tip of the island
in 1881 of locally quarried brownstone.
Picnic tables are available on the lighthouse
grounds and free guided tours of the
lighthouse are offered daily.

The Inner Island Shuttle departs Bayfield
daily at 9 am. It makes brief stops at Oak
Island and Raspberry Island arriving at
Sand Island about 10:30 am. Sand Island
visitors will have about four hours to hike,
picnic, and tour the lighthouse (or they
may choose to stay on the island and

Cruising

The Apostle Islands Cruise Service offers a
variety of non-stop sightseeing excursions and
island shuttles featuring stops at several islands
(see schedule below). Their office is located in
the Bayfield Pavilion near the city dock at the
bottom of Rittenhouse Avenue in Bayfield, WI.
All cruises depart from Bayfield. Reservations
are recommended. For more information call
800-323-7619 or visit on-line at
www.apostleisland.com

camp). The shuttle will return to pick up
day visitors between 2:30 and 3 pm and
take them back to Bayfield by 4:30 pm.

Visitors must provide all the food and
equipment they will need while on the
island. Insects and mud can detract from
the pleasure of exploring Sand Island.
Long-sleeved shirts, long pants, hiking
boots, and insect repellent may allow for a
more enjoyable visit. Hikers and campers
must pack out whatever they pack in. The
cost of the trip is $29.95 for adults and
$16.95 for children ages 6-12. Reservations
can be made by calling the cruise service at
800-323-7619 or 715-779-3925.

left: Abandoned vehicles near the East Bay trailhead
for the Lighthouse Trail.

center: Boardwalk covers much of the two mile trail
to the Sand Island Lighthuse.

right: Sand Island’s lighthouse, built of local brown-
stone, dates from 1881.

2003 Apostle Islands Cruise Service Schedule Summary

o

Cruise Name

© Grand Tour

Inner Island Shuttle _
Oak, Sand, Raspberry Islands
($29.95/Adult, $16.95/Child)

Stockton/Manitou Shuttle
($29.95/Adult, $16.95/Child)

. Islander : :
($17.95/Adult, $9.95/Child)

Shoreline Lighthouse Cruise
($17.95/Adult, $9.95/Child)

~ Twilight Grand Tour

Lighthouse/Sea Caves
Evening Cruise

Sunset 3 Lighthouse Cruise

 Description

3 hour nopstoja _tﬁ:ise
~ around Devils Island

3.5 hour cruise to 3 islands,

~ Oak I. - dayhike or camp

- Sand I.- 4 hr. hike/light tour
Rasp. 1.-90 min. light tour

5 hour shuttle to
Stockton & Manitou Islands
Man. |.- fish camp tour
Stockton .- dayhike or camp

1.5 hour cruise around
Basswood & Hermit Islands

1.5 hour nonstop cruise to
‘Raspberry Island and back

3 hour nonstop cruise
around Devils Island

~ 3.75 hour cruise past 2
lighthouses and mainland
sea caves

3.25 hour cruise past 3
lighthouses

- Dates and Times

10 am, daily,
May 10 to Oct. 12

9 am and 1 pm, daily,
June 21 to Sept. 1

Noon, daily,
June 21 to Sept. 1

1:30 pm, daily,
June 21 to Sept. 1

3:30 pm, daily,
June 21 to Sept. 1

5:30 pm, Tues.-Thur-Sat.,
June 24 to Aug. 30

5:30 pm, Friday,
June 27 to Aug. 15

5:30 pm, Wednesday,
- June 25 to Aug. 13

Prices: $25.95/Adult, $14.95/Child (unless otherwise indicated)
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