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storms as perfect as any you might expect
on an inland sea.

These 22 islands are the product of geo-
Ioglcal processes operating over periods
of time difficult for us to fathom. Layers
of sand, gravel, and stone are chapters of
a story covering thousands, millions, even
billions of years. The islands’ story contin-
ues to be written, as surely as sunrise fol-
lows sunset. Let sunlight and darkness
cytle you back to renewal here where

nature best revealed where relentless lake
waves lap the shoreline rocks.

Wildlife thrives in these island sanctuaries
—critical nesting and resting habitat for
over 200 bird species. Hundreds of herring
gulls nest on tiny Gull Island. Spring and
fall, thousands of migratory birds rest for,
or from, lake crossings on Outer Island.
Some animals swim, and some cross the
frozen lake to inhabit the islands.

Wild above, wild below, this park also
provides evocative clues to domesticated
pasts to pique your imagination as you
enjoy superb outdoor recreation. Glimpses
of past and present Great Lakes naviga-
tlon and fishmg appear along
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of htstonq lumbering, quarrying, and agri-
culture. Close inspection reveals the time-
less stories and living influence of the
Native peoples whose rich cultures ema-
nate fmni this lake and these landscapes
of their uadmonal homeland.

in 2004, Cpﬁgress designated 33,350 acres
of the park to be protected forever as the
Gaylord Nelson Wilderness, named for
Wisconsin’s former governor and US se

ROCKY

tor whois perhaps best known as the —
father of Earth Day. Forever means a long )
time in the Apostle Islands—as long as

waves lap‘ rocks erade, and people value
the meaning of wilderness.
|
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The Ojibwe are the most
recent group of native
people to live in the
Apostle Islands. Their
culture is inseparable
from, and depends on,
their relationship with
the natural world.
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Native Peoples and Their Culture

Imagine everything around you
in these woodlands and waters
as the source of your material
culture—food, clothing, housing,
tools, transportation, and art
materials. So life has been for
Native people in the Apostle
Islands for thousands of years.
Hundreds of years ago the Ojib-
we people migrated here across
the Great Lakes. They followed a
traditional seasonal lifestyle of
hunting, fishing, gathering ber-
ries and wild rice, and making
maple sugar. From bark of the
white birch they made large
canoes, wigwams, and storage
containers. They conducted cere-
monies, played games, traded
with neighbors, and told stories
—traditions that continue today.
Collectively, the islands are

called Wenabozho ominisan
(Wenabozho's islands), from the
story of how the islands came to
be. Wenabozho is a cultural hero
of the Ojibwe.

Today many Ojibwe people live
on reservations and elsewhere in
this region central to their ances-
tral migration. In treaties with
the US government the Ojibwe
ceded millions of acres of land in
the upper Midwest in return for
annuities, permanent reserva-
tions, and the stipulation that
they retain certain rights of use
in the ceded territory. Two of
these reservations, at Red Cliff
and Bad River (see map on the
reverse), were established on
land in the Apostle Islands area.

Island forests have

now recovered from
logging so much they
may seem mature and
even unchanged to the
untrained eye; however,
logging altered the mix
of trees that grow on
many of these islands.
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Fish, Stone, and Lumber
Fishing or gathering your own
food still strikes a primal chord

in us. For centuries the Ojibwe
have fished Gitchigami—big lake
or Lake Superior—for lake trout,
whitefish, lake herring, and stur-
geon. Commercial fishing began
in the 1830s, grew steadily for
decades, then declined after the
1890s, recovered, and declined
again in the 1950s because of
overfishing, pollution, habitat
destruction, and nonnative, inva-
sive species. In recent years care-
ful management has helped fish
populations rebound to sustain
both commercial and sport fish-
ing in the area.

The Great Chicago Fire of 1871
spurred demand for sandstone
building material, quarried here
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first on Basswood and then later
on Hermit and Stockton islands.
Buildings of Apostle Islands
brownstone were constructed in
Milwaukee, Detroit, Toledo, Cin-
cinnati, St. Paul, Kansas City, and
Omaha until architectural styles
changed around 1900.

Logging activity took place on
almost all of the Apostle Islands
between 1850 and 1970. At one
point in the early 1900s, there
were 100 men living in two
bunkhouses on Stockton Island’s
Trout Point. On both Michigan
and Quter islands, railroads took
logs to landings for transport by
water to mills. White pines went
first, then the hemlocks, yellow
birch, and sugar maples.

Fashions change, but
outdoor recreation has
beckoned people here
since the 19th century.
A summer Great Lakes
tour was a good way
to stay cool in the era

before air conditioning.
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Return of the Forests

Hemlock, white pine, yellow birch,
and white cedar historically domi-
nated these islands’ forests. Tracts
of ancient forest persist mostly in
reserves near several lighthouses.
Logging took much of the white pine
and hemlock. White birch and sugar
maple now grow in their place: Over
half a.century has passed since most
logging ended; and the forestsare in
varying stages of recovery.
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Dune Vegetation

Beaches and dunes are some of the
most popular yet most fragile areas
in the islands. Plants that live there
play a critical role in stabilizing the
shifting sands: Although adapted to
survive in harsh natural conditions,
dune plants are fragile and easily
damaged by foot traffic.

Beaches

Recreation and Tourism
Is your main purpose today just
to relax and enjoy yourself and
your companions? If so, you are
indulging an Apostle Islands
tradition that dates back over
150 years. Summer boat tours
of the Great Lakes were already
popular in the mid-1800s. Tour-
ism boomed when the railroad
reached Bayfield in 1883, and it
lasted until logging’s impacts
had affected most of the islands
and the 1930s Great Depression
put a clamp on many people’s
pocketbooks.

Even in tourism'’s earliest days
some people roughed it, camp-
ing out. From 1886 to 1914 Sand
Island’s Camp Stella provided a
rustic haven for island visitors.
Camp Stella’s days are past, but

the camping tradition is carried
on today by park visitors who
travel by foot, kayak, or boat.

Establishment of the national
lakeshore in 1970 recognized
the area’s potential for water-
based recreation. The rare com-
bination of remote but accessi-
ble scenery, pristine shorelines,
and open and protected waters
affords unparalleled freshwater
sailing, boating, and sea kayak-
ing opportunities.

With 80 percent of the national
lakeshore now protected as wil-
derness, opportunities for prim-
itive recreation experiences are
assured here into the indefinite
future.




Raspberry Island
Lighthouse

Light Stations

The first Apostle Islands lights were
built in the 1850s and 1860s on Long,
Michigan, and Raspberry islands to
guide ships to ports in Chequamegon
Bay. From the 1870s to 1890s lights
were added on Quter, Sand, and
Devils islands to guide ships around
the islands to ports at the west end

Istand Lighthouse
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APOSTLE ISLANDS (Wenabozho ominisan)

English Name Ojibwe Name English Name Ojibwe Name
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Outer Island Lighthouse

of the lake. Ashland added a light on
its breakwater in 1915. These lights
inspired lighthouse historian F. Ross
Holland Jr. to write: “Within the
boundaries of Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore is the largest and
finest single collection of lighthouses
in the country.”
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Planning Your Visit

Visitor Centers The old county
courthouse in Bayfield houses
the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore Visitor Center (see
map). Exhibits and programs

facility.

introduce the park’s history,

natural history, and recreation
options. Books, maps, and other
items are available for purchase.
From June to September, Little
Sand Bay Visitor Center offers

Boat Trips Daily excur-
sions (fee) depart Bay-
field in summer. Water
taxis (fee) link Bayfield to
island points. Check
schedules at the visitor
center in Bayfield and on
the park website.

Boating Little Sand Bay
and other points (see
map) offer public boat
launch areas. Use NOAA
nautical chart #14973 or
#14966 to navigate.
Floatplanes and personal
watercraft (PWC) are not
allowed in park waters.

Marble
Point

Sea Kayaking Launch
sites are at Little Sand
Bay and Meyers Beach.
Other sites, lessons, and
equipment rentals are in
Bayfield, Cornucopia,
and Red Cliff. Find
approved outfitters on
the park website.

Fees A camping permit is

required (fee). Check the
park website or ask park
staff for details about
this and other fees. Most
fee revenues fund park
resources and services.

Oronto
Bay

New and old Michigan
Isiand lighthouses

Ashland Harbor Break-
water Lighthouse

Circumstances regularly conspire in life
to cause us to wonder, “Who is the
boss?” Here the answer is simple, as
commercial fisherman Julian Nelson put
it: “The lake is the boss. No matter how
big you are or what kind of a boat

New La Pointe
Lighthouse (Long Island)

Chequamegon Point
Lighthouse (Long Island)

to build navigation aids. That light
stations attract many visitors, not just
guide ships, signals a major shift in how
we value these islands today. The 2014
legislation adding the Ashland Harbor
Breakwater Light to the national

you've got, the lake is still the boss.
Mother Nature dictates a lot of things.”

Through the centuries people have used
Lake Superior as a route of travel and
commerce. Ojibwe and other tribes
navigated the lake in large birchbark
canoes that voyageurs adopted for the

lakeshore also officially recognized that
conserving historic light stations is a
purpose of the park.

Now more than simply a source of

raw materials, the islands are a great
resource for recreation and rejuvenating
human spirits. They also protect habitat

fur trade by the mid-1600s. The 200-
year fur trade was an international
economic enterprise held together by
birch bark, a tribute to Native American
technology. Today the Great Lakes
shipping industry still links commerce
between North America’s heartland

and the entire globe.

The building of seven light stations in
the Apostle Islands between 1857
and 1915 marked the riseof modern—*
shipping on Lake Superior. With

both ships and cargoes greatly /
increased in economic value and

/

human safety at issue, shippers /r’

and port communities ener-
gized the federal government  /

exhibits, sales items, and an
information desk. Stockton
Island Visitor Center is open
daily in summer as a self-service

Northern Great Lakes Visitor
Center in Ashland is operated
through a federal, state, and
nonprofit partnership. It is open
daily and free, and offers films,

Accommodations and
Services Visit the park
website or contact a visi-
tor center for camping
reservations. Backcoun-
try campsites offer the
park’s only overnight
accommodations. Find
various camping oppor-
tunities in Red Cliff, state
parks, and national for-
est lands. Find stores,
campgrounds, motels,
and restaurants in near-
by communities.

North

1 Lake Superior within
Apostle islands
National Lakeshore

1

for wild creatures without whom

they, and we, would not be complete.
Nothing so symbolized this shift in
values as the designation of the Gaylord
Nelson Wilderness within the park.

Although sailboats, power boats, and
\ sea kayaks now mostly replace the
schooners, freighters, and voya-
geurs’ canoes that once plied the

{ islands’ waters, one thing remains

H———the same -~ theltakeisstil——
the boss. Careful planning

! and attention to the weather

I are as important as ever in

N making your visit to the

exhibits, regional archives, and

sales items.

More Information
Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore
415 Washington Ave.
Bayfield, WI 54814
715-779-3397
Www.nps.gov/apis

Apostle Islands safe and
enjoyable.

Apostle Islands National Lake-

shore is one of over 400 parks in
the National Park System. Learn
more about national parks at
WWW.NPS.gov.

National ’

Park Foundation.
Join the park community.
www.nationalparks.org

Follow us on social media.

Accessibility We strive
to make facilities, ser-
vices, and programs
accessible to all. For
information call, ask at a
visitor center, or check
the park website.

Regulations and Safety
Check the park website,
visitor centers, and rang-
er stations for safety tips
and regulations on hunt-

ing, fishing, camping,
and firearms. For Ice
Caves information and
safety visit the park web-
site or social media. State
and federal boating reg-
ulations are enforced.
State and federal laws
prohibit the pumping of
holding tanks or oily

The Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore boundary extends
one-quarter mile into Lake
Superior from the islands and
the shoreline of the mainland
caction of the nark

7 Dock (symbol
not to scale)

Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore

Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore,
Gaylord Nelson
Wilderness

WARNING: Dangerous
Waters Lake Superior
waters are dangerously
cold. Sudden storms
arise. The 50°F waters
can cause hypothermia.
Get reports from the US
Coast Guard in Bayfield,
ranger stations, and
marine channel 7,

bilges into the lake. 162.525MHz.
10 Kilometers
5 10 Miles
A Lighthouse Marina

ﬂ Ranger station

5 Boat launch

A Backcountry campsite(s),

Picnic area

ﬂ Trailhead

National Park Service

Campground, not
National Park Service
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