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Envirens of the Dunkard Chureh

This report on the environs of the Dunkard Church
is based largely on one sourece of data, the "Cope" series
of maps of the Antietam Battlefield.l A limited number of
pertinent contemporary nhotographs have alsc been anelyzed,
One of them is reproduced as an illustration in this report,
In addition, the writer hbases some of his statements on
four years of close association with the subject area whieh
has involved a continuous absorbtion of information and ime
pressions, Although undocumented, much of the latter have
some validity because they have resulted from thoughtful
consideration of the miscellany renorted from several sources
and comparison thereof with the actual site.
However, for probably ninety per cent of the data offered
here the writer considerately relies on the remarkable aec=-
curacy and authenticity revealed by careful serutiny of the

"Cope" maps, The writer confidently believes this set of

1%52 of the Battlefield of Antietam, Prevnared under the
direction of the Antietam Battleiield Board, Lt. Col. Geo,.
We Davie, U.,85.,A., President, General E, A, Carman, U,.8,V,
Surveyed by Lt., Col. ¥, B, Cone, Engineer, Drawn by

Charles H, Ourand, Published by authority of the Secretary
of War, under direction of the Chief of Engineers, U.S,

Army, 1904, (Andrew B, Grshem, Photo=Litho, Weshington,
DeCoe Fourteen sheets comprise the series, Sheet No, 1 was
used as the base for the copied excerpts epnearing as nage L
this report,



fourteen maps to be the most thoroughly detailed and
relieble source to be in existence on the physical
features and the culture of the Antietam Battlefleld

ares as it was in 1862,

Therefore, as a basic part of this report a
drawing mede from this source is offered a2s a key reference
to orient the reader with the roints developed in this re-
port, All the cartographic data appearing on this drawing
(except the grid system) have been copled, in sczle,
directly from the originsl "Cope" map, This is not te say
seld drawing is a true copny; certain other dets not directe
ly pertinent to the sublect and such as would tend %o clute
ter and confuse the drawing have not been renrcduced from
the original, Such omissions inelude: troon positions,
symbelization for vegetative cover, and 2 complete contour

system,

The grid lines, drawn st sceled intervals of 300
yards, have been supernosed upon the copied original map
data to provide convenient reference points to assist the
reader in locating on the drewing the features discussed
in this revort. The military system of reading "right and
up" is fellowed in using this grid, For examnle, the

Dunkerd Church site is located in block C=3 in the drawing.



This is determined by reading right to line "C" and up to

line "3"; the bloeck whose lower left hand corner is formed
by the intersection of these two lines is designated "C=-3",
References in the text to locations on the drawing are key-

ed to this procedure,

The nhysical features discussed and deseribed in
this text are considered separately according to their classi-
fication by type of feature, instead of being handled together
-in each respective grid square, With this in mind, the physiecal
features heve been classified under eight generesl definitions,
four each man-mede and four natural, They will be discussed
in this report in this order:
1+ Roads
2., Lanes
3. Fences (three sub-types)
s Buildings
5. Roecks
6. Woods
7« Vepetation
8+ FRlevation, as orescribed by arbitrarily estsblished con-

tour lines,
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The primary road in the aree deplcted on the dreaw-
ing is the Hagerstown Pike, It ran in a straight line from
Bet in 2 southesoutheast direction to a point near the center
of bloek C~2. From there 1t proceeded almost due south in
a stralght line to the edge of the map area in C-l, having
formed an angle of about eleven degrees in Ce2, Meryland
State Route 65 now fecllows and covers the line of the "Pike",
For much of the ehurch environs area the center of the old
unpaved Pike is near the center of the modern macadamized

highway,

shifting the center line less than ome foot to the east, on

the section of road frontage immediately adjacent te the
chureh site, The roasd surfece here was lowered about three-
andea-half feet, The peak of the road is now about eight
feet below the pground line at the northeast corner of the
foundation well, Prior to this highway rehabilitation in
1951, the road peaked at an elevation ebout five feet below

the foundation ground line.

The road is now twelve feet wide on each side of
the center line., According to an estimate made by
Mr, Joseph H, Hildebrand, Hagerstown Resident Maintenance

Engineer for the Maryland State Roads Commisaion.;ggLfgg\‘



Hagerstown Pike was eighteen feet wide, total, before it
lﬁocano the property of the publiec roads systo-.z This
width may also be judged from Photo No., 10, page 36, this
report, which shows the pike as it was in 1903,

Complete, current dimensions of the road, as shown
in the Hagerstown Office of the Maryland State Roads Com-
mission are: from the center line to the edge, 12 feet;
from the edge of the pavement to the edge of the shoulder,

8 feet; from the edge of the shoulder to the diteh line,

Iy feet; totaling 2l feet from the center line to the diteh
line. In addition there is sufficient righte-of-way extend-
ing over the "front yard" of}thn church to provide 40 feet
of state highway right-of-way land from the center liﬁo. By
on the site tape measure, the front foundation wall, just “
south of the front door step, is 2 & feet from the highway

center line, RO W

i

The present back slope, which goes up on a 1% : 1
slope, was shaped in 1951, This baek slope which on its
outer edge blends in with the "front yard", was formed by
rounding off slightly the existing bank, However, the upper
edge of the slope was not cut back. Obviously, this

To Mr, Joseph H, Hildebrand's knowledge there are no records
in his office nor local "tradition" to indicate the road had

ggg;rgono chenge in this section from 1862 until well after



process did not subtract from the horizontal surface of

the "front yard"., It should be pointed out that although

the Highway Commission did not alter this surface immediately
east of the structure, it does in fact own as right-ofeway
the land %o a line nearly narallel with end 243 feet from

the front foundation wall, This includes a strip about nine
feet wide across the front of the churech yvard prover which

in total is about thirtyefour feet deep,

In 1951 the paved surface of the hiphway was widened
three feet on each side, thereby increasing the width of the
original Pike (which had been paved but not widened subsequent
to its aequiszition by the Highway Commission) from eighteen to
twenty-four feet, The road level area remains approximately
the same width it was in 1862, but the road surface proper is
now cne-third wider, This area was obtained not by cutting
back the bank, but by paving part of the lane adjacent to the
road proper which in the horse-drawn vehicle era was used as

a "parking lane".

Plans for this highway rehabilitation were made in
1950, Most of the work was aceomplished in 1951, And it was
completed in 1952, Records and drawings pertaining to this

work are on file at the Maryland State Roads Commission office


http:ar_"'.in

on Rowland Avenue, Hagerstown.3

The second most prominent road in the environs area
was the Smoketown Road. At an angle of fifty-five degrees,
in bloek C-3, thls road forms a junction with the Hagerstown
Pike, (See Photo No, #.) ¥From the Pike, C=3, this road ex-
tends in a straight line to the northeast scross blocks Cel,
D=}y, and D=5, This was an unpaved dirt road in 1862, It
remains unpaved in the environs area; however, it is now
covered by a thin layer of gravel, Although it is now a part
of the Washington County road system, this portion of it has

very slipght use,

"Bloody Lane" extends In a straight line eastward
from the Pike, C-1, at a noint about 575 yards south of the
chureh, Because of the tonogranhic features between the
chureh and the western pert of "Bloody Lane", this road
Junetion is largely out of sight from the church site. (See
Photo No., 6.) A hundred years ago this lane was a narrow,
rutted, dirt road. The western half of it is now a part of
the paved Antieteam National Battlefield Site tour rcute,

The Mumme farm lane extends northencrtheastwerd from
"Bloody Lane", D=1, at a neint about 175 yards east of the
Pike, Much of this lane, too, is out of sight from the church,
3"state of Maryland State Roeds Commission, Construction Plans

for Rehabilitating the Sharpsburg Pike," dated December, 1950;
sheet 26 of 31, and Plat 8702,
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It is mentioned in this revort because the fences running
parallel to 1t were visible from the chureh knoll, Par-
ticularlv the fences in blocls Ce?, C=3, and D=3 were so
visible, (See Photo Wo.s 5, 7, 8¢) This farm lane still
exists, apparently following its originel roubte, It is

now partially covered by & thin layer ol gravel,

A few vards north of the church, the narrow lane
te the farmsteadu about 600 vards distant led off to the
northwest from the Pike, This lane followed an Indirect
course through the West Woods, Very little, if any, trace
remains oif this lano.s The West Woods in this area has
long since been cleared and the resultant field cultivated,
Plowing for many successive crops has removed all surface
evidence of this former lane, (3ee Photo No, 3.)

The present paved battlefield avenue, "Confederate Avenue",

which terminates at the edge of Maryland Route 65, C=3, at

uIn 1862 these farm buildings, A=}, belonged to the "A,
Poffenberger" farm; today this site is the property of the
"Ceorge H., Poffenberger Tstate", However, newer buildings,
on different sites, are used by the current oceupant,
frnest W, Foogle.

SIn the lower left center of the middlie sheet of three aeriale
photographs fastened together to form a map of the battlefield,
distinet differences in the shading indicate the location of
portions of this former lene., (Copies of this map, prepared

and labeled by: MAerial Photography and controlled Mosaie
4§pr11 1961, Aero Service Corporation Photogrammetrie Engineers,
Philadelphia 20, Pennsylvania”, are on file at the Antietam

NBS office, Sharpsburg, end in the National Park Service RODC,
Philadelphia, )



a point very close to the junction of the old Hagerstown
Pike and the obliterated farm lane above, just north of
the ehureh, was buillt by the U, 8, War Department in the
1890's, It did not follow a Civil War era rosd or lene in
the environs area, Therefore, its location is not shown

on the 1862 environs status man,

Three types of fences existed in the environs area
in 1862: stone wall, spliterail, and posteand-rail, The
only examnle of stene fence in the subject area was located
in Cel, A short section, eopproximately fifty vards long,
extended westward {rom the end of the spliterail fence on
the south side of "Bloody Lane" to the Hagerstown Pike, At
2 right angle here, the stone fence continued southward along
the east slde of the Pike, This fence was constructed of
"field stone", & variety of native limestone, The portion
along the Pike remains; however 1t hss been moved eastward
several feet to accommodate the widening of Highway 65 in
1951, as noted abovo? The short section slong "Bloody Leane"
has been replaced by a cementeposteand-wovenewire fence along

the U, 8, Covernment boundary,

Such a modern fence has replaced the originsls on

both sides of "Bloody Lane", east of the Pike, In 1862, at

6“State of Marylend State Roads Commission, Construection Plans
for Rehabilitating the Sharpsburg Pike", dated December, 1950;
sheet 27 of 31, and Plat 8703,
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the luncture with the stone fence, 2t & noint about ifty
yards east of the Pike, a spliterell fence extended easte=
werd along the south side of "Bloody Lane", C-l and Del,
Un the north side of "Blcody Lane" & posteanderail fence
extended eastward from the Hagerstown Pilke for shout 1850
vards, or to the junction of the Mumme farm lane with
"Bloody Lane", FEast of the Mumme ferm lane, the fence on
the north side of "Bloody Lane" was in 1862 & spliterail
fenece, (This type of fence is also known variously as

"worm","zigezag", and "common" rail fence.)

The Mumma farm lane was bounded in 1862 on both
sides by pesteenderall fences, D=-l, D=2, D=3, The number

of horizontal reils per section is unknown at this date,

On the east side of the Pike, running north from
the junction with "Bloody Lane" to the Smoketown Road, the
fence was of the posteand-rall design, This is the fence
which eppears "in front of" the Dunkard Chureh in the

famous Brady photographs,

11



Photo No. 1. This well known "Brady" nhotogzreph, taken within a few
days alfter the Battle of Antietam, has been renroduced to illustrate
dozens of publications., The Dunkerd Chureh and immediate environs
are viewed from the southeast., (The photographer stood in what is
now the westecenter of the New York Monument Plot.)

As seen in the example above, this fence consisted

tal rells supported by vertiecal nosts

of pvanels of six horizon

planted on the ground, The lower three rails were closer

12




together than the upper three, This was an elmost standard
design employved to contain smaller animals at the ground
level, The distance hbetween vosts is not known. But ae-
cording to one sourco,7 a common distance wes ten feet long.
Six inches on sach end overlapned their respective right and
left adjoining panel rail ends inside the holes eut inte the

posts to support them.

This same type of posteanderall fence continued
along the southeast side of the Smoketown Road, C=3, Cal,
Delys On its northwest side, the “moketown Road was bounded
by a snlit-rail fence to the rozd's junction with the
Hagerstown Pike, Here, C=3, this fence angled about fiftye
five degrees to the northenorthwest to follow the Pike northe
ward on its sast side for a distance of about 300 yvards,
/Hote: This distance is erroneously represented as 00 yerds
on the drawing, nage ), this revort. This is the only error
discovered in a careful comparison made by the writer, of the
drawing with the originel "Cove" map,/ At this point, 300
vards north of the Smoketown Road, the snliterall fence end-
ed; the fence continued northward, however, but in the form
Twp, Wilmer Mumma, Sharpsburg, Md4,, snocializes in oroviding
all types of feneing meterials, ineluding "replicas" of
historie vosteand-rail fences, s hils means of livélihood.
Mr, Mumma further stated that chestnut was a desired material

for thls type of fence beceuse this wood wes easy to work and
was very durable,

13



of & posteand-reail fence, The famous "D. R, Miller Corne
field" was enclosed on its southwest corner, Ce5, by this
pogteanderail fence on its west, or Hagerstown Pike end,

and on its south side by a splite-rail fence,

ixtending northwerd on the west side of the Pike

was & vosteanderail fence to a noint about 200 yards south

of the Dunkard Church site, At that point, this fenece end=-
ed, C=2, At a right angle to it, a split-rail fence ren
west about 250 yards, then bent 135 degrees to the southwest,
At sbout 150 vards from this sngle, sncther spliterail fence
extended at a right angle from it, B-2, and ren about 2,0
yards in a straight line before angling forty-four degrees

to the right, From this voint, uprer center A=2, this splite
rail fence ran almost due north to the lane leading in from
the Hagerstown Pike to the Alfred Poffenberger farm buildings,
A=}, Horth of these buildings the splite-rail fence continued

to run north for several hundred feet.

Extending southward from the Miller cornfield ares,
Be5, a postesnde-rall fence ren slong the west side of the
Pike to a point about 300 vards north of the Dunkerd Churech,
At that point, Cel, this posteande-rail fence ended. Running
almest due west from its south end, and joined at a 103 degree
angle to it, was a spliterall fence, This fence ran in a

straight line west to the viecinity of the Alfred Poffenberger

1k



farmstead buildings, At a2 point about 250 yards west of

the Pike another spliterall fence extended at 2 right angle,
running in a straight line to the north feor sbout 350 yards,
It bent slightly to the northeest just before it was inter=-
sected by another gpliterail fence extending westwerd about
150 yards from the Hagerstown Pike, BeS,

Two other posteand=-raill fences existed in 1862 in the
vieinity of the Dunkerd Chureh, Both of them extended
northwestward from the Mumma farm lane, One of them ran

in & streight line about 375 verds from the lane to the Smoke=
town: Roead, ending to the northeast of the church, The other
ran about 325 vards in a streight line, ending et a point on
the Hagerstown Plke about ninety yards south of the chureh

on the east side of the Pike,

A digestion of the above date on fences in the
Dunkard Churech environs area will reveal a significent point:
There was in 1862 no fence at all between the Dunkard Church
end the west side of the Hagerstown Pike, This point is
frequently not sppreciated., However, in addition to the "Cope"
map material outlined above, a carefui study of the contempo-
rary photograph of the Dunkard Church will 2lso show an
absence of any fence Immediately east of the bullding, and
between it end the Pike, The posteand-rall fence appearing in

the famous Brady rhotograph, rage 12, this report, was actually

15



on the east side of the Pike; in other words, seross the

road from the chureh, In the past, hasty viewings of this
eand similar photographs have fpecuently led to the erroneous
assumntion thet the pletured nost-enderail fence was on the
chureh side of the road, That it was, indeed, not, is ver-
haps the most important point of this report., For a distence
of eapproximetely 500 yards no fence at all existed in 1862

on the ehureh, or west, side of the Hagerstown Pike, This
unfenced west shoulder of the road extended sbout 300 vards
north of the church, and for about 200 yards south of the
ehureh,

In 1862 only three buildings (execluding small sheds and out-
buildings) existed in the Dunkard Church environs area de-
picted in the drawing, nage ), which represents an area of
about 372 acres surrounding the chureh site, One of these
buildings was, of course, the chureh itself (shown in red on
the drawing,) The other two were the A, Poffenberger house
and barn (shown in blue), The barn was south of the house;
the three hsystack symbols are located just south of the
barn, A=h, Today over a dozen other buildings are In this
area, Most of them are along the west side of the Pike, cone
sisting of houses and associated oute-buildings, They are not
gshown on the environs drawing, but their exact locations and
aporoximate dimensions may be ascertained from & recently

prepared Natlonal Park Service document, avallsble at the

16



Park and other officos.8

The "Wilson" house and bern are not shown on
either drawing, These bulildings are located east of the
Pike nesr the intersection of Cornfield Avenue with State
Highwey 65, bloek Be5, These buildings interfere with an
unobstructed view of the reconstructed church from ime
portant Pattlefield interpretive voints to the north;
particularly from the two proposed internretive ftour exe
hibits along Mansfield Avenue and the kev point on Corme
field Avenuve, Neither the "Wilson" fearm buildings nor
any others existed on this site in 1862,

""" 4
!

house of Alfred Poffenberger can currently be seen on the
west side of Confederate Avenue where it parallels the

former western boundery of the West Woods, A-ii, Very little
if anything remeins of the Alfred Poffenberger barn, A newer
structure has been erected on or nesar this old barn site by
the present owners of this farm, The George Poffenberger
Kstate, and the current occupant, ¥r, %Srnest ¥, Koogle, The
present bearn replaced one destroyed by forces of nature in
the winter of 1959-1960, However, it is belileved by this
writer that this recently destroyed barn was not the original,
8NPS Drawing: Antietem National Battlefield Site Entrance

Road and Parking Area, Unit I, Working Drawing, NBES-ANT 3023A,
Scale 1" = 50', December, 1961,
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1862, Alfred Poffenberger barn, Mr, Koogle's house and
other associated farm buildings stand juet east of the
Confederate Avenue (not shown on the drawing), A-h, just
inside the former wooded area; but no buildings existed

there in 18620

Stene monuments erected in memory of stete units
whieh partieinated in the Battle of Antietam are alseo not
shown on the environs drawing, Some of these monuments are
prominent landmarks today in the environs srea. (See nhotos
No, 2, 3, 7, 8, this report.,) So included are the Philadelphia
Brigade Monument, Bel, the New York Monument, and the Mervlend
Monument, C=3, These "structures" do not interfere with view
of the reconstructed chureh., In fact, they serve as conven=
ient orientation points of reference to the Dunkerd Chureh
end other battlefield lendmarks, 28 well as remaining desire

eble monuments to the historic event in their own right.

The lasnd surface 1s erupted in the Dunkard Churech
environs aree with a profusion of rock outecroopings. The
most prominent ones in the subjeet area ar? represented by
a location symbol on the draswing, nage lj., These natural
features consist of narallel rows of an :5222:# 1img5§gﬂg
formation running, roughly, in & northescuth line., The bare,

dark gray surfeces exposed immediately west and southwest of

the Dunkard Chureh building are typicel of this feature in

18



the subieet area, View of this particular stone is not
apparent in most of the contemporaneous photographs of the
chureh because the posteand-rail fence east of the Pike hid

it.

Within the Dunkard Chureh area in 1862 there exist-
ed one woods, This woods was one of the most important of
all the natural festures affecting the development of the
Pattle of Antietam, In fact, the most importent tasctiesl
value of the church itself wes its visual relationship te
this woods, The woods was imown then, and remnants of 1t
are !mown now as the femous "West Woods", Portions of the
West Woods within the erea of the environs drawing ere large-
ly denuded of trees today. FHowever, in 1862 these woods
(shown in green on the drawing) comprised the most signifia-
cant natural feature of the environs asrea, The socuthern
extremity of the West Woods covered a point sheped aresa,

bounded by a spliterail fence, Be2,

The southesst corner of the woods was located at
e point on the easte-west réil fence running west from the
Hagerstown Pike, approximately 110 vards from the Pike,
There the edge of the woods left the bordering rail fence
end ren in & nearly stralght line northenorthesst toward
the Dunkard Church., The woods edge curved slightly around

the chureh, then ran northeast to the Pike at a point almost

19



directly across the Pike from the southwes®t end of the
Smoke town Road, This unfenced eastern edge of the West
Woods ran north along the shoulder of the Hageratown Pike
for elmost 275 vards, to where the southbound poste-and=-
reil fence terminated in a 78 degree angle juncture with
the snliterail fenee rumning straight west from the Pike,
Celjs The West Woods was bounded on its north in this area,
Celi and FTelj, by this spliterail fence westward for gbout
250 vards from the Pike, At that noint the woods boundary
ran elmost straight north, Bel and Be5, enclosed on its
east side by the northerunning s»lite-reil fence to the in-
tersection of this fenee by the east-west spliterall fence
running west from the Pike in BeS, A few yards north of
this fence intersection (about 150 yards west of the Pike)
the woods edge turned to the west and ran in a weste-northwest

direction, unbounded here (B-5 and A=5) by any fence,

Re turning to the south portion of the West Woods,
we find that from its southernmost ncint, in B2, the
beoundary of the woods ren northwestward for about 240 yerds
and was enclosed here by 2 splite-rail fence, The fence and
the west »oundary of the West Woods turned to the right in
uoper center A-Z2 and ran almost due north to the A, Poffen-
berger farm buildings, (The north end of the West Woods was
located about 700 yards north of the Alfred Poffenberger

barn; this point is well off the environs ares seasled drawing.)

20



Except for a thin fringe of trees following the
pointed line of the old gnliterail fence forming the south-
ern extremity of the West Woods, B-2, and a few trees lm-
mediately northwest of the church site, no trees remain to-
day to show the location on the ground of the soﬁthern part
of the historic woods, Scattered and sparse growths of trees
do exist in the Be-l area, One, or possibly two trees and 2
stump a few feet northwest of the churech site may be remains
of the original forestation, (See Phote No. L.) All other
trees now growing in the West Woods area depicted on the

drawing are belleved by the writer to be second growth timber,

Abgsence of & feature is significant here, toc, as
in the case of fencing between the chureh and the Pike, The
area now covered by pattern planted trees in the Philadelphia
Brigade Park area, upper right Bel, was bare of trees in 1862,
As shown in Photo Ne, 3, taken from the churech site, the neare
est row of trees spaced at regular intervals marks the southe
ern boundary of the Brigade Park, This row runs along the
same eastwest line that formerly was the north boundery of
the part of the West Woods that grew directly north of the
church, The ares between the road (Confederate Avenue) in
the foreground and this row of trees, now bare, was thickly

covered by the West Woods in 1862,

It seems somewhat ironical that the former northern

edge of the West Woods in the Bel area is now the southern

21



edge of the Brigade Park "forested" area, To many visitors
this is & confusing factor., Based on the ground cover
available to them for orienting this part of the battlefield,
it may be expected thet maeny visitors will arrive at this
natural but wrong eonclusion, The extremely costly sction
involving Sedgwick's Division occurred in the area now bere
of trees, Yet most visitors are seemingly led by the existe-
ing physical features (princinally location of tree cover)
to assume this battle e2ction centered in the grove area
around the Philadelphia Brigade Monument, A more exacting
gstudy is required than most vigitors enoreciate to reslize
that what was woods in this area in 1862 is now in grass,

and what in 1862 was in grass 1s now in trees,

Reference to the photograph of the Dunkard Church,
nage 12, taken from the southeast, will show the very close
proximity of the woods to the chureh in 1862, The east edge
of the West Woods was just a very few feet behind the west
wall of the building, The church, in effeet, stood in a
small clearing between the woods and the Hagerstown Pike,
Exemination of the photogranh will slso ¢ive the viewer an
impression of the great size of the trees 1n vreportion te
the building, (The peak of the roof stood 2bout twentye
five feet ebove ground level.,) The typme of trees may also

be determined from the photograph, The writer assumes that
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oak trees were well represented in this stand of woods, The
large, old tree yet growing just northwest of the chureh is

an oak, (See photo No. li.)

Also worthy of note in regerd to the changes in
forest cover in the Dunkard Church environs between cone
ditions existing in 1862 and the present, ls the area ime
mediately across the Pike from the chureh, As indicated in
bloek C=3, there was no woods in the vicinity of the tri-
engle formed in part by the Smoketown Road and the Hagerstown
Pike, The Maryvland Monument 1s located just east of the rock
outerops, near the angle formed by the juncture of the two
roads, Rows of trees nlanted as nart of the monument nlot
lendscaping have now matured, and when viewed from some
directions lose their arpearance of formal layout. When
80 viewed the effect sometimes nreduced is the appearance
on the scene of a "natural" growth of trees, vossibly cone-
fused as an eastward extension of the West Woods. The point
is that during the historie periocd, SentembereCctober, 1862,
there was no significant representation of tree growth on
the east side of the Hagerstown Pike within the Dunkard

Chureh envirens area,

Acecording to the symbols used on the "Cope" maps
to represent four distinet tyves of, or conditions of,
vegetation on the Antietam Battlefileld, almost 211 of the un=

forested land in the Dunkerd Chureh environs zres wes covered
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by grass, In addition to woods and rock outerops, the land
surface was represented ss being: grass, stubble, corn, or
plowed field, The excentions to the general woods or grass
coverage on the sres represented in the drawing, vpage |,
this revort, are as follows, Most of bloek A=l was in corn
in Sentember, 1862, Vost of BeA was also in corn., The up-
per right quarter of PeA as well as the nortion of CeA west
of the Pike were in stubble, The extreme lower right corner
of Del was In corn, Otherwise, the statement stands that
noneforested land in the Dunkard Churech environs area was

in gress, In summery of the vegetative cover, all the land
surface within 300 yerds of the church site that was not ex-
posed rock outecronning, nor covered by roads and lanes, fence
rows, buildings, or trees wes cleared and had formed cultie
vated fields in which grass wes growing at the time of the
Battle of Antietam,

A contour system with intervals of ten feet has
been nartielly copied from the "Cope" map whieh was prepared
from cadastrel surveys made during the 1890's, The eleva=
tions are based on the water level of the Antietam Creek at
the Purnside Bridge. This water level was determined ss 375
feet ebove sees level., (The Burnside Bridge is arproximately
3,400 yards, almost two miles, in a straight line southeast
of the Dunkerd Church,)
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As cen be seen from the environs drawing, the
chureh site is situated betwegn two prominences. One is
within the former West Woods cover just west of the chureh;
the other is east of the Pike, nartially enclosing the New
York Monument plot and the proposed Visitors Center site,
Hot evident on the drawlng because of the incompnleted cone
tour lines for the entire area, the elevation of the west-
ern eminence is between 200 and 210 feet; the maximum
elevation of the Qlight ridge on the east is between 210
end 220 feet, Not shown on a contour interval of ten feet
is the faet that the echurch foundation, while actually
located in & shallow saddle, nevertheless is atop a slight,
rounded elevation rising from the saddle between the two
¥nolls indicated on the drawing, but not yet quite high
enough to be registered on a ten foot interval, This
shallow saddle, through whieh also runs at this point the
Hagerstown "ike, is between two 190 foot contour lines,
whieh, of course, places its lowest point somewhat above

the 180 foot contour level,

As viewed from the Cornfield Avenue area, the
chureh site is conspicuous as being nearly on the skyline,
on & slight knoll that rises above the Hagerstown Pike ime
mediately in front of it, Although the relation of the road

peak in front of the churech to the ground level at the
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foundation line was altered during the highway improvement
in 1951, summerized on page 5, this revort, the land thus
affected was east of and on a lower level than the front
vard proper of the chureh, The unmver level of the chureh
yerd, west of the cutebank western edse of the old "park-
ing lene" on the lower or road level (and now nartially
covered by blacketop), remains nearly as 1t was in 1862,
Possibly some inches of topsoill have heen ercded off by
weather, but the surface immediately in front of the chureh
has been unmolested by the adjiscent highway ditcheslope re-
alignment, The 1862 type of grass cover has not yet regrown
to cover the sears incurred when & cinder and/or gravel drive-
way fronted the church site when the historie foundation supe
ported a filling station for a short period about thirty
years ago, But the sloping surface, with its outeropping of
bedrock limestone, avpears to have the same general lines it

had a eentury ago.

In summary, the main changes that have occurred in
the Dunkard Chureh environs area during the intervening
ninetyenine years since the historie event here include:

l. Removal of the West Woods,

2., Removal and/or renlacement of nearby feneces,

3. Ffrection of dwelling houses and associated buildings along
the Pike,

o Bullding and surfaeing of Confederate Avenue.
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5, Pattern planting of trees eround the Maryland State and
Philadelphia Brigade monuments,

6., Alterations of the Hagerstown Pike: hard-surfecing,
slight ree-alignment, and reducing the elevation of the road
surface by over three feet.,

7. A miscellany of minor modifications of the secene, such
as the instelletion of telephone end vower lines, erection
 of stone monuments, installation of cast iron battlefield
tablets, removal of traces of the Alfred Poffenberger farm
lane (whieh could not heve been seen through the trees of
the West Woods from the chureh anyway), establishment of a
medern highway draining system invelving a shoulder diteh
line and culverts, some surface erosion of the land, and
other interim changes which themselves have now disappeared

from the scene,

Of the following ten rhotographs presenting grephie
evidence of the appearance of the chureh site and its environs
the first seven, numbers 2 « 8, were taken by Fireman McCraw,
Hagerstown, during February, 1962, The remaining three photo-
graphs date back to the 1880's; their authorship is unknown.
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Photo No., 2, Taken from approximately the same direction as the his-
toriec "Brady", Photo No, 1. Number 2 shows the reconstructed Dunkard
Churech building standing on the undisturbed slight kneoll just west of
Highway 65, The southeast corner of the church is nearest the viewer,
The white spot just in front of this corner is snow, covering the sure
face of the limestone outeropping, The rounded backeslope of the draine
age ditch may be clearly seen, between the pateh of snow and the edge
of the pavement, The obvious absence of the historiec West Woods backe
ground is striking when compared with "hoto Ne. 1, page 12, The house
traller just a few feet south of the church appeared on the scene in
1959, The white house in the right center background is that oceupled
by Mr. Koogle. None of these structures, except the original chureh,
were present in this scene in 1862, This is the view of the church
from the proposed Visitors Center parking lot vieinity.
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Photo No., 3, View taken from in frent of the northeast corner of the
chureh, looking north, In the foreground may be seen the juneture of
"Confederate Avenue" with Highway 65. Cn the right, 65 stretches

north in a straight line, following the route of the old "Hagerstown
Pike",., The "Wilson" house is on the far right; it and its outbuilde
ings were built long after the Civil war, The stone shafg, left
center, 1ls that of the Philadelphia Brigade Monument, The patterned
planting of trees surround it merk the sres of the Philadelphia Brigade
"pPark™, or plot. In 1862 this area was in grass cover, bare of trees,
The area in the foreground, now a eultivated field, between "Confeder-
ate Avenue" and the first row of trees in the "park", in 1862 was cover-
ed by vart of the West Woods. The now obliterated farm lane to the
Alfred Poffenberger buildings formerly followed the depression leading
off toward the center left from its jluncture with the Pike, just north
of the present "Confederate Avenue" terminus,
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Photo No. 5 View of the church site, looking southwest from near the
Smoke town Road - Highway 65 junction, The slight rise, on whieh the
foundation rests, aseending from the roadhed may be observed in this
photograph, Agein, absence of the West Woods behind the chureh is
striking. Relstive dlstances may be estimeted on the basis of the dis-
tance from the center-line of the highway to the front door sill, 65
feet., The pavement is 2l feet wide. This photograph also shows the
éven baeckeslove of the diteh line, The "front yard" of the echureh, ap-
oroximately 33 feet deep, remains very nearly in appearance es 1t was

in 1862,
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Photo Ne, 6, View from the southeast corner of the chureh, facing the
southeast, The western entrance to "Bloody Lane" from Highway 65 is

not visible, It lies below the rise in the Highway, but on this side

of the Piper barn, The roof of this barn mey be identified by the five
ventilators, The southbound Highway $5 here fecllows very closely the
line of the old "Hagerstown Pike", The cementenoste-andeiron-pipe fence
east of the road marks the southwest boundary of the New York plot, 1In
1862 a posteand-rail fence ran along this seme line (page 15, this re=-
ports) This photogranh elso shows the "intrusion" of modern vower lines
on the historic seene,
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Photo No. 7. Teken from the seme spot as No, 63 direction of view is
toward the northeast, Direetly across Highway 65 from the front of the
chureh 1s the Maryland Monument, bordered by two rows of planted trees,
In 1862 this area, too, was bare of trees. HExamples of rock outerop-
pings are shown in front of and to the left of the monument, The fence
seen in the right baekground marks the northeast boundary of the New
York plot., A posteanderail fence ran along the same line in 1862 and
was visible from the chureh (page 15, this report)., To the left of the
row of trees on the left runs the Smoketown Road,
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Pheoto No, 8., In this photograph, the juncture of the old Smoketown
Road with Highway 65 is clearly shown in the left center, As in Photo
Nos 7, & portion of the modern fenee which has repleaced the old post-
and-rail fence may be seen where 1t terminates on the Smoketown Road.

In the left background, replacements of Fasgst Woods trees may hbe seen
across an open fileld of view, This same clear view, in reverse, may
be had of the reconstructed chureh from the Roadside Interpretive Stop
Nos 2 to be constructed on the proposed battlefield tour route,
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Photo No, 9¢ Thies view of a portion of the Smoketown
Road was probably taken in the old Bast Woods area,
around the turn of the Century. Although definitely
not a part of the Dunkard Chureh environs sarea, as
defined in this veport, this scene illustretes very
well the type of fence construction mown a&s plain
"rail™, (S5ee pape 11,) It alsc shows s typical woods
of this area; uncluttered with undorgrowth, comprized
mestly of mature trees sueh as filled the old West Woods
scene,
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Photo No. 10, Taken June 1, 1903, from within a few
feet of the spot where No, 5 was taken February 20, 1962,
The chureh yard nroper appears nearly the same in both
photograrhs, except for the number and eondition of the
trees, The reduction in elevation of the road peak ef=
fected in 1951 is eclearly shown by & comparison of the
two pietures, The 1903 condition and width of the "Pike"
is also very apperent in this photograph.



n NONKER CHUR CHIBSERTIEE

Photo No. 1l. An earlier picture of the seame area, (This
was probably taken in the 1880's; before the War Department
plaque was fastened to the front wall of the Dunkard Church,
and after the West Woods had been cut down.) A portion of
the posteande-rail fence may be examined in the ecenter left,
In 1862 sueh a fence made a corner here as does the one pice
tured. The paling end board feneing across the road had
been added after the Civil War, The junction of the Smoke-
town Road and the Hagerstown Pike appear here very much as
they probably did in 1862, The Smoketown Road is dirt; the
Pike is "hard" surfaced by a version of the early, dry mac-
adamizing, The "road" part of the Pilke 1s just wide enough
for two wagons, The gable and roof of the house appearing
to the left of the churech (also visible in No, 10) indicate
that one at least of the present periphery buildings had al-
rgzdy been constructed, No structure was present there in
1062,
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