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Ba 
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r town ike was ighteen re t wide , total, befor it 
--

ro rt of the u lie ro de syste 2 
• Tia 

w1 th ay lso b• jud ed. rro hoto o . 10, a 36, thi 

re ort, which shows t 1 • a it as in 1903. 

Co 1 t , cur nt di ~ naions of the road, a hown 

in th H eratown Oftic of th Maryland State oads Co -

mi s1on are: fro t e center line to th• edg , 12 f et; 

from th edg of the paY nt to the dge of the boulder , 

8 feet; fitom the dge of th s oulder to the ditch line , 

4 feet; totaling 24 fe t f'ro the center 11n to the ditoh 

11n . In addition th .re is suf'tlcient righ~-of• way extend-

ing over the •rron~ yard of the church to rovide 40 feet 

or state highwa r1 ht- or- w land ro th center 11~ • 

on the 1 te tape asure , th front foundation all , just 

south of the front door ste, i 2~ feet fro the hi hway 

cent r line . 

The resent bac slo , which oea u on al : l 

alone , as shaped in 1951 . hi back sloe which on its 

outer e e blends in 1th the "front ard" , was for db 

roun 1ng oft sli htly the existin bank . owever, the upp r 

de of the sloe was not cut back . Obviousl, thia 

2 
To r . Jos h H. Hildebrand's knowledge re ar no r cords 

in his office nor local "tradition" to indicate the road had 
und r on change in this s ction fro 1862 until well arter 
1903 . 
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on Rowland Ave ue , a rs own . 
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M ra fr lane e te ds ~ort h - north s t w rd f rom 

"loo v ne", . - 1 , t oin bot l rds s t of the 
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an wnat i 1 2 .f s 1n .r s is trens . 

C tot t e C__ C 1 

e 12 , ta' .e.. ro n t ... so COS 

0,ro . _i · o t 1. ,. o d... o he c ~ rch in 1 2 . st 

JI:>o· t' e .test 0 0 s s st V r f T et ~ 1 J.d t- e t 

wall 0 t e ,Ju il in • e ch re i ff ct , s 00 1 a
' 

( f' •s 11 clea. i t o d d t e t r .Q • 1 ,. 

Fx i at 0 of' t l e hoto a l 111 1 0 ive the 1e· er n 

~i mnr S$ on f v ,r t si t t a 1 ! nro ortio to 

~th il n ( e 0 tood tw n t • -
fiv a.bo e r o -i lev e t .. 0 tre also 

r ed ro . t h o 0 .- ·it ~s s t a t • 
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oa (.,r 0 re 11 ser ve n t : n of rood • Tl e ,I ~~ 

1 r e, ol tre et 1_ro" in st n rt~ s 0 t..:.. c h ·r cn 1 

oak. (~ ee hoto o. 4. ) 

Al 0 ort.. y note i r r :;./ r- t 1-i C an ,e i 

f'or st C ver i th n r C ... r nv ons ot re n con-' 

ditions .xis t 1n i n 1 62 and the r sen t, _s tr e rea i • 

iatel aero s the "Di e ro ., t _e ch rc.1. . , n -.ic ta i n 

bloc - th re a no l 00 in t vie it o· .o.e tri-
' 

,..,.n le ·orm d in rt b t e ..) 0 e own 1.0c:..:.d d t e rsto 

i, ...e I' 1 ·onume t is loc t .ust s t of ...e roe• 

out ~o s , e r t n 1 f ormed t' 1unct e 0 t e two 

roa s . Ro 0 t s . 1 t a C, ert of t e n nt lot 

le.nd C , i h av no1 • .tured, d w en V e e rom SO!M 

directio s lose t er a er nc 0 1 la out . TJ n 

so vie e t . ·ef ect o t r du ce is t e earanc 

on t e cene of a. " s.t ralr ro,t of tre s , · o i co -

f 1 ed a an t ard xten o -~ the e t ? oo s o Th 

is .a t .l:r n _. e hi riod, ent e r , 1 62 , 

there w o s i if ic~n t r . res nt t . o of tr e rowth o 

the as sld o t a .rstown i · · .itbi t _ ar 

C rch env rons a . 

ccor to t ols 8 d t 18 'Co " 

to re 1 ct t; es tio of ,
' 

ve ~ t ~ t · 0. 0 I J,e t t ef ·t t 0 e n-' 
.....i-r .1.~ C u C ...v i 0 ..., S.-.J. ri s co! r d 
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0 1y ~ass . In ad it on to cos roe . tcro s, t e 

surface s re re ent s e in -rass, st ble , corn , o · 

• 
·1 .low d iel rhe XC tions to t e eneral 0 s or r 0 

covera ;'-' 0 t r re nted i n the r wh I 
,, 0'8 4, 

!.. - is r ort , re s ~ollo rn . JJo t o"' loc ,\- 1 w 5 i n ccr1 

i n nt., be I 1 62 . irost of .-.. w 1 in corn . - ' ...8 .. ,. 

0per r i t q rt r .. ...- wel s t he Ol'lti n O.i.. v-A e t 

t . i w re in le . he e .. tr lower r · 

Of • l T i n corn. 1 v J.erwi e, s tete ent st t .:. t 

on- forested lar_1 i t .. nkar Ct re~ n irons r as 

i 01 th ve ,.,et t ve cov r- , 11 t e 

~ 

• 

surfac with I 300 ard o the c urc 1 s te t.ne.t ~ as not e· -

nos d roe o tcro uin , nor covered b rod d lanes , fenc 

rows , ·11 ins , or tr es cl ar d d d formed culti-

v t d ield.s J.. ich , r ss .. row1.n . at t e ti. e of the 

attle of n ti t Mo 

contours t . with in t rval or t f et s 

e rtj 1 co ie ro the "Co e" 1 n wrden ...z s r pare . 

fro cad. tre.l v y m d d ri th 1 90 ' • h le "Va.-

tio a ed on t ter 1 vel of' t nt ta Creek t 

1the rnside rid e . This water 1 vel was ete ined as 37 

f."e t OV e 1 v 1 . ( e ttrns ide ri e i .i; roxi t l 

3, 400 rds , al,ost two . iles , in tr i t line so 1th ast 

of the u rd C urch . ) 
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A. can e seen 1rom t e environs ra. -in I the 

c urc site is sit at ..,, t,een t o romi nee ne 1• 

.ithin the or er st cods cover .ust west o "8 chu rc , 

the ot er is e st o t e ike , artially nclosin the ... ew 

or ~onu ment plo t an t e proposed Vi itors C nt r site . 

0 ev1.dent Ol t e dr Jin beca s of t e inconmleted con-

tour line or t e n tire rea , el v tion o~ the est-

rn emi ce is e n 200 and 210 f et; t le aximum 

elevation of t e sli t rid~e o t e . east is between 210 

and 220 fe et . o t s own o conto r interv 1 of ten fee t 

is th f ct t h'"' t .t e churc foundation , while ac ual l 

loc ted in hallo sa dl ,· neverthel ss is atop a sl1 ht , 

roun e elevation risin from t h saddle between the two 

1molls indicated o t e drawing , but not ye t quit bi h 

enou h to re istered on a ten foot inte val . This 

shallow addle, t rou h which also runs at this noint the 

Ra rstown ike , is b tween two 190 foot contour lines , 

w ich, of course , laces its lowest oint som what above 

the 180 foot contour level . 

vie·ed ro t e Cornfi ld v nue rea , t e 

ct .re i e i cons ic ous as ei e rly on t skylin _, 

0 nli t oll t t ris s a ove the " rstown ike im-

a:a 1 l 1ro t 0 it . lt OU th relation of t e road 

e in ro t of the church to th round level at the 
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.l 0 n io 1 e l ltere ur1n ., the hi· way tm ov me t 

19.51 , mm ri· ed on e 5, t 1 re ort, the land t hu 

ffe t as and on a lo er 1 V 1 tha t he ront 

r d nro r of t he C urch . _l er 1 vel of t church 

rd , wes of t .:.A cut- ank western ed e 0 t he ol " a,rk-

in ., lan" on the low r or road 1 v 1 ( n now art all 

covered black- to~ , r mains nearl a it~ s i 18 2 . 

Po sibl so e inch s of topsoil av b en roded off by 

eather , t the surfaoe 1 ediat 1 n front oft e church 

has en unmolested y the adjacent hi hwa _itch•slo ere-

ali ment . The 1862 t ne of rass cover as not t re rown 

to cover t.e scars inc rred when cinder and/or ravel riv -

~ay front d the eh re site when the historic foundation -

porte a fillin station for a short eriod abo t thirty 

ear a o. ut t he slonin surface, with its outero nin of 

b drock 11 stone, a ne rs to have th s e en al lines it 

had a c nt ry o . 

I n summarv, the main chan es that hav occ rred in 

the D1 k rd Church nvirons a.r a urin the intervenin 

nin t -n1 e ears sine the hi toric event er include: 

1 . mov l of th ·i s ~lo ods . 

2 . e oval d/or re~laoe ent of e.rb fences . 

J . •,rection of dwellin houses a d associated uil in s alon 

t '.')ik • 

~ 111 . a r C of Conf der- te venue o• 

26 



t t n 

P 11'. 1 ri uments . 

5. P t e 1 ti of t . ee e r un t 

6 . Alteratio of ,. e a. sto· Pi _e: ard- s -r f c '.. _, 

sli ·...,. t r - a i _ ment , re c in t e elevation of t h ro 

surface b v ova r t re f t . 

7. A miscel any of minor mo ificati ons o. t _ scene, sch 

as t e installation of t lephone and ower lines , erectio 

of stone on L-rnents , i nstallation of c s t iron battlefield 

tablets , re.ov 1 of tr ces oft e Alfred Poffenber er farm 

lane (w ich could ot h ave been se n t ro $'.7h the trees of 

t h e t ,voods fro t he c mrch anywa ) , s ta ish.. ent of 

mod rn hi h wa rainin s ste~ involvin . as u l r ditch 

lin and cu lv ts, o e rf ce e os io o t e land, andi.. 

other nteri s h ieh _em elv s a ve Lo d i a er 

f om t e scene . 

Of t .1.e f ollo in. ten nh oto - nhs res t ranhic 

evidence of th an earance of t he c urch site and its enviro s 

the first seven , nm ers 2 - 8 , v re t e by ·ire an c r , 

Ha (J'erstown , rin . ebruary, 1962 . he r ainin three photo-

raph dat b c to the 1880 ' s ; th ir aut 1ors ip is unknown . 

27 



( 

2 



N • 3. Vi w ta lten from in front of t1e northeast corner of t he 
, loocin north . In the f ore prou d a be !een t e junetu of 
derate A.venue tt with Highway 65 . Cn the ri ght, 65 stretc he 
in a strai h t line, following: the route of t he old 11 a ers town 

"Wilson" house is on the far· ri ,ht; it and its o t build­
lon:-z after the Civil Jar . The stone shaf t , l f t 

c 1 ter , is that of t he Phila elphi _rigado ,fonum t . . he patt rn 
nt UP' of trees surround it e. rk the ree of t he ilo.delnhia R . i g a e 
r ." , or nlot . n 1 862 tr is area. w s in g rass cover , b re of tre s . 

h a a in th for ground , now a cultivated field , betwe n "Conf de -
t . venu II and the first row of trees :in the "par 11 , in 1 62 was cover-
d uart of tl e est 1ood • he n ow obliterat d farm lane to the 

Alfre :Poff enb rr"er buil ing formerl foll owed the d pr ss o 1 di 
off t rd t h e cente r lef t from its uncture ith th i , st north 
of th present "Coni' der te ven e " te roinu • 
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· hoto ./ o . q.. View of tte bac of t e r 
church, tak n from. the est . The large 
the cen ter 1~ believed by the writer to 
tree in the vicini t of t e church i te 
v v fz,o th ori<- nal Uc t o ds . 1: 
the for gr und is lfConfede at v nue"; 
e · r. i n <: 62 . 
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Photo lo . 5. Vi w of th· church site , loo ing southw-. t from r th 
.. mo~ town ..oad - r11o;hwar 6S junction . 'h sli ht rise , on which t ... e 
foundation rests , scending from the roa.d'ed. ,a:y be observed in thi 

1oto ,raph . , in, absence f' t e W st · oods .eh ind the church is 
strikin. . elat ive dist nc s 1ay b sti . t d an the bas is of the di -
tance from the center- line of th hirhw to the ont door~ sill 65.._ 
f et . 'he pav ent i 24 feet wide . T ~is photorranh lso shows the 
V0!l hack • slo e of th itch line . •_re "front ard11 of the Ch 'rC 1 "O -
nroximately 33 fe t den , r an ve r y ne rl in aon, ranc as it a s 
in 1 62 . 
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hoto ·o . 6 . View from the southe ast corer of th church, facin th 
...outheast . Th w tern ntrance to n loody Lane" from Hi,:;hwo.y 65 i 
not vial le . lt 11 .s b low t he rise in the Hichwa , but on thi oi e 
01' t e ,...., i r barn . 1h roof of' this b rn may e i entifiod 'y the fiv 
v ntil t or • The o thbo1 n Hi ,hwe.y 65 here follo s very c l o ly th 
line of t e old "I _e rstown ike" . Th cernent - uost- a.nd- lron- pi-pe f n c 
ast of the road rks the southwes t oundar of the I w Yor u l ot . I n 

1A62 nos t - nd- ail fence ran alon , tr1is se.i:11- line (pa 15, t' is re­
::iort . ) This hotogran,. also hows t he "intrusion" of mod r·n ewer lin 
on the historic a c ne . 
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hoto o . 7 . aken from the s me S'!1ot e.s No . 6 ; direction of view 1 
oward the northeast . Dir ctly a cross ..lighway 65 f ro:rn t he front of 

church ls t he Mar yland Honum nt , bordered by two rows of 1 ted tr es . 
1 1862 this area, too , w ·are of tr es . ~xa , les of r oe o tcrop­
inPs re shown in front of and to the 1 ft of the onum nt . The fence 
en in the ri ,ht bacrground marr the nort heast boundar of t he f w 

Yor~ lot . _ost- nd• rail fence ran along the a.e ine in 1 62 an 
w1:..s vi i ble f ro the chur ch (naq:e 15., t h is report) . To the 1 f t of t he 
row of trees o t h e left runs t he Smo etown oa d . 
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hoto fo . 8 . In this photograph, the unctur of' the old f'rno1cetown 
Ro d wi th Ji tllway 1-,5 i"' cl1 arlv 1. o n · n the ef cen t.er . 1. in .Pho to 
ro . 7, a '1ortion of the mo r.. f e nce which hns 1?eplaced the ol post­
an - rail f nee may be se · n 1h :rA 1 t term.il r-1 tAs on the ' ol{ town Road . 
In the 1 ft b c ~round , r n l ce ents of' r:ast ·voods t es en 
cross an o n fi ld of vi w. Th- ~ s1T""ie c l r vi . , a 
e 1a. of the r constr ' Ct d church from he oadsid Inter retive Jtop 
o . 2 to be onatr cted o th ropo .d battl fi ld tour route . 
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Photo 'o . lOo Tak n J une 1 . 1903 , fro ithin f w 
f ee t cf the not where o . 5 was tak n ebruary 20, 1962 0 
he ch r ch yard . roper ape rs ne rly the ame in bot h 

pho t o~r ohs , exce t for the nu ber snd eondition of the 
tre s . Th reduction in elevation of the rod p ak f • 
fected in 1951 i c learl sbovn by co~ arison of the 
t nlctur B o Th 190 condition and wi th of th "Pike" 
i also v ry app nt in thi p ~otogra h . 
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Photo Io . 11. An earlier i c ture of th same o.r a . (Thi. 
was obabl t a1ren in the 1880' s; b for the ' ar Denart:ment 
nla ue w f s tene d to the front wall o;. the unka.rd Church, 
and .i'ter the we st rfoods had b en cut down.) A ortion o.f 
the ost- and- rail ence may be x mined in the cent.r left . 
In 1862 such fenc .ad corn r h.re as does the on ic-
t ured. The paling and board fencing across the road had 
been a.d ed after the Civil w r . The junc tion of the Smok -
to n Road d the Haperstown Pil , a ear here v r much 
they o o ably did in 18620 Th Smo etown Road i dirt; th 

i e i "1·rd" surfaced a version of th early, dry m o­
ade.mizin,::, . The 'ro d" art of th r>ike is just wid enough 
for two wagons . The g le and roof of th house ant>e ar n , 
to the lef of the church (also vi ibl n No . 10) indic te 
that one at 1 st of the resent ri hery buildings h d ·1-
r ad be n constructed . o t ctu a reset ther in 
1862. 
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