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During the 1941 figeal year, 539,728 people visited Yosgemite
Eatienal Parkk, more than duwring any previous peried in ita history.
Esgh year, formey iravel regords are brokem by nev ivgreecses, and
with the two-fold objective of pretecting native valuse against
exgess use and at the snms tive sroviding luproved faollities for
the pleasure and safely of the constaatly growing muader of vieiteSy,
the Yosemite organisation acsouplished noay werthwhile projeets and
continued with dasie planning whish will greatly affect the future

of the park. %ome of the mere imporiant schiovemeats are summarised
delaw: :

After years of study by adminietrative officers and technieal
expertis in the park, regiocnal, and Tashinglem offices, as well ag
by the Yosemite Advigory Beard, the Diveator spproved plans oa Deo-
enber 22, 1940, for the proposed develepwent by the Yossmite Park
and Curry Cowpany of the area cast and south of Goveramemt Osater
ia Yosemite Valley. This undertaking will inelude cometrwetion of
store, garage, service station, warebsuse, and housing waits by the
Company, asd *he proposal centemplates the abandonmeal of a nuder
of out<ef-dste, unsightly duildings on undosirable sites. As rapid-
ly 28 this project progresses and funds are svailadle, the Service
will provide utility services snd make necessary road changes.

As the result of many discussions and field surveys, agresmsnt
wae reachbed im Kay, 1941, as te the most desiradle route for the
proposed future ecastructiion of the Jig Osk Flat Road sestion detween
Crane Flat and the new western park doundary ad the former site of
Carl Ina. 7The preseat reute, Wich passes through the Tuolumme Srove
of Big Trees, 1s a narrow, winding road with stcep grades. Represaat-
atives of this effice, Regien Tour Zsadquarters, the Branch of Plaag
and Design, and the Publie Roads Aduinistiratios cocperated iz the
stadies sulminating ia selection of the new location.
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A new horse trail 12 milee in length was constructed from Triple
York Creek over the Olark Reange through a pass 11,100 feot eclovation
via upper and lower Ottovey Lakes to & junction with the Merced Pass
trail. The comdination of remote location, rough terraia, and bigh
altitudes made the work difficult, dub the trail was paseadle
the late summer of 19%0. Some improvements are yet to de acooupliched.

In the fall of 1940, administrative supervision over Joshua Tree
Hational Konument was traneferred to Region Four Headquarters. Swper-
iatendent James 3. Cole, formerly Junior Park ¥aturalist at Tosemite,
was placed ia direet charge of the monumens, with headquarters at
hﬂmm P‘l.'. Califorals.

In an endeavor te improve the dear-visitor prodles, which in past
years has resulted in altogether too many injuries, some of which wers
bospital cases, & local committee, aseisted by Field Biologist Joseph
8. Dixon of the Fish and 711d41ife Service, reccmzended diecontinuance
of the bear-feeding program oa the floor of Yosemite Valley. Under the
supervision of the wildlife Tanger, bdears were trapped and transported
to the viciaity of Gin Flat, whers coatrol feeding has bdeen conducted.
The result has deen not only the elimination of injuries to visiters,
dut the estadlishment of a far more natural existence for the bears
themselves. Vieitors who bdecome asquainted with these oircumetances

and with the Service's wildlife poliocy are acoepting thie program with
Approval.

The experimental packing procedure, under which the Yosemite Park
and Curry Company relinquished its preferential right to conduod pack
and saddle animal operations im the park ia 1940 for a pericd of three
Jears, was followed during the fiscal ysar. Certain packers who hold
permite te operate in adjscent national forests oontinued to condust
packing operations under spesial uge persit, inte the park from various

pointe where packing dases were not already establighed by the m thor-
ized park operator.

Private land prodlems in the park were givea consideradle study
during the year, including the preparation of a detailed repors on all
Private holdings at %Tawona. Twe lots in the Toresta suddivigion were
adquired. Appreisals were made of various patented land parcels in-
cluding the Powers Bstate lands ia the I11iloustte dasin and adjacent
to Tenaya lLake, and prelininary steps were taken in an effors to odtain

an optiom te purchase the latter, following approval of this procedure
by the 7Tashiagton Office.

In accordance with the approved odjective of restoring the 014
Village area ia Yosemite Valley to 1ts native condition as rapidly as
possidle, Cedar and Oak Cottages were rased and the sites landsoaped.



